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DESCRJPTION ---- I (Check One) 

The Hancock County First Court House, built in 1849, is a 
severely plain two-story brick structure, with a storage attic, twin 
chimneys, and (originally) a belfry. Its front entrance had a key- 
stone arch, with fanlight window above, the nearest approach to 
any ornamentation on the entrance. On the front, brick were set 
to give an offset and columnar effect. Front windows are symme- 
trically placed. Above the second story there is a formal sculp- 
tured course. The attic storage room also had a fanlight window 
in front. 

The old belfry has only its base in place. Local people have 
been informed that the original bell is preserved, and is available 
to them if and when the old building is restored as planned. 

The original Court House housed a court room for circuit 
court sessions, offices for the sheriff, clerks of the county and 
circuit clerks, assessor, and the offices of the County Court of 
Hancock County. There were storage and record rooms for recording 
court transactions and filing county papers. 

The Court House building fell into disuse when the county seat 
of Hancock County was moved from Pughtown to New Cumberland. The 
original building has had a number of owners, some of whom made 
necessary repairs and certain alterations in the building's interior. 
No significant changes were made in the structure's exterior, save 
for the removal of the belfry's upper portion. 

The exterior is in need of window replacement, door and roof 
repairs, and strengthening of the foundations. 
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8 T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

When Hancock County was c r e a t e d  by i t s  s e p a r a t i o n  from o l d e r  Brooke 
County by a c t  of  the  V i r g i n i a  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  i t  became t h e  northernmost 
po r t ion  of V i r g i n i a ,  and subsequent ly  of West V i r g i n i a  when t h e  new s t a t e  
w a  s  admit ted t o  t h e  Union on June 20, 1063. Hancock extends f a r t h e r  
no r th  than  P i t t s b u r g h ,  and i s  bounded on t h e  n o r t h  and west by t h e  Ohio 
River .  Before i t  could func t ion  a s  a County u n i t  i t  r equ i r ed  a  Court 
House, and t h i s  was b u i l t  a t  a  popula t ion  c e n t e r  known a s  Fairview,  
l a t e r  a s  Pughtown, and s t i l l  l a t e r  a s  New Manchester. The b u i l d i n g  was 
completed i n  1849, and was put  t o  immediate u se  a s  a  s t o r a g e  depos i to ry  
f o r  county records .  

When t h e  C i v i l  War broke o u t ,  Confederate  s t r a t e g i s t s  were very  
much aware of t h e  northwestern ex t r emi ty  of  V i r g i n i a  which extended 
w i t h i n  about 75 mi les  of Lake Er i e .  I f  t h e  South could c o n t r o l  a l l  t h e  
a r e a  of  V i r g i n i a ,  Hancock County and i t s  neighbors  t o  t h e  south would 
form a wedge e f f e c t i v e l y  c u t t i n g  o f f  t h e  Middle West from t h e  Eas t .  
I t  thus  became a ma t t e r  o f  grand s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  Confederacy t o  hold the  
a r e a  which included Hancock County. 

Hancock County r e s i d e n t s ,  because of t h e i r  nearness  t o  t he  market 
i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  and because of  the r i v e r  t r a f f i c  on t h e  Ohio, were 
s t r o n g l y  Union i n  sympathy, and some of them took a  lead ing  p a r t  i n  
t h e  formation of  West V i r g i n i a .  The F i r s t  Court House was a  c e n t e r  f o r  
t h e  exp res s ion  of Union l o y a l t y ,  and a p l ace  of muster f o r  m i l i t i a  u n i t s  
which formed t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r e g i o n  a g a i n s t  t h rea t ened  cava l ry  r a i d s .  

While Hancock was s t i l l  a  p o r t i o n  of Brooke County, V i r g i n i a ,  i t  
had accumulated a n  ex tens ive  p r e - h i s t o r y ,  and a n  a c t i v e  h i s t o r y .  Near 
t h e  Old Court House i s  a  mound o f  f r e sh -wa te r  clam s h e l l s  which marks 
an Ind ian  town of cons ide rab le  s i z e .  I t  was h e r e  t h a t  t h e  murder of  t h e  
Ind ian  Chief Logan's family took p l ace ,  an  event  t h a t  l ed  d i r e c t l y  t o  
Lord ~ u n r n o r e ' s  War i n  1774. 

Nearby i s  t h e  P e t e r  T a r r  I r o n  Furnace, f i r s t  i n  V i r g i n i a  west of 
t h e  Allegheny Mountains. A t  t h i s  foundry were produced many of t h e  
cannon b a l l s  used i n  nava l  engagements on Lake E r i e  i n  t h e  War of  1812. 
Fo r t  Hol l iday ,  a  border  f o r t  be fo re  t he  Revolut ionary War days,  was 
a l s o  nearby. 

A t  t h e  p re sen t  t h e  Hancock County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  under t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  of Frank D .  Bowman and o t h e r s ,  i s  planning t o  purchase the  
Hancock County F i r s t  Court House t o  r e s t o r e  i t ,  and t o  u se  i t  a s  
headquar te rs  f o r  t he  s o c i e t y  and a s  a  community c i v i c  c e n t e r .  They 
hope t o  use i t  a l s o  a s  a  community museum. 
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Frank D. Bowman, (Parliamentarian, Hancock County Historical Societv) For t h  
) R G A N I Z A T I O N  D A T E  

West Virginia Antiquities Commission I July 25, 1972 
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t ional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  L a w  

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inc lus ion 

in the National Regis ter  and cert ify that  i t  has been  

*valuated accordine to the  c-iteria and proce&res s e t  

forth by the National Pa rk  Service. The  recommended 

level of s igni f icance  of th is  nomination is: 

National State Local 

Date-  
March 26, 1973 
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T A T E  I C O D E  

West Virginia 26506 54 
NATIONAL REGtSTER VcRlf?!fATION 

I hereby cer t i fy  that th is  property is included in the 

National Regis ter .  

-- 

Director,  O l l i c s  of Archeology and Histor ic  Preservation 

Cs!e 

ATTEST: 

Keeper  of The Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  

Date  

G P O  931-89 
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