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Oglebay I h l l  was comple t ed  i n  1918 and ?rs=?n:s  an  imposing  s i g h t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  
* -  \ + ~ S T  V i r g i : ; i a  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  downtown c s ~ p u s  2s E 3  2 x a c p l e  of  N z o - C l a s s i c a l  R e v i v a l  
a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  c o x b i n i n g  brick a ~ . d  c o n c r z t e  co 5 L v ~  :he b u i l d i n g  a look  o f  s o l i d i t y .  

L a r g e  a i r  v e n t s  t o p  t h e  a h o s t  f l s t  h i p  r - ? f .  An unadornsd  c o n c r e t e  r o o f l i n e  t o p s  
t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y .  Four  m a s s i v e  Roman D o r i c  co l t - zns  S u p p o r t  t h e  f r o n t  pediment  w i t h  a  
f a l s e ,  c c n c r e t e  r a i l i n g  a t  t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y  a:>c t h e  b u i l d i n g  name e n g r a v e d  i n  t h e  
e n t a S l a t u r e .  A c o n c r e t e  c o r n i c e  separates t h i  s s z o n d  2nd t h i r d  s t o r y  windows. 
C o n c r e t e  a r c h i t r a v e s  t o p  t h e  d o u b l e  b r i c k  p i l c s t e r s  a t  t h z  c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
T h e r e  i s  a  c o n c r e t e  w a t e r  t a b l e  o v e r  t h e  h i g h  5 s s c e n t ,  and h i g h  c o n c r e t e  s ta i rs  w l t k  
b r i c k  r a i l i n g s  l e a d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  h u n i q u e  f e a t u r e  o f  the b u i l d i n g  
i s  t h e  b o o k - l i k e  d e s i g n s  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  b r c x i s n  t h e  f i r s t  and s e c o n d  s t o r y  windows. 
Windows h a v e  611  l i g h t s  and a r e  framed b y  c o ~ c r d t e .  

The b u i l d i n g ' s  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  p l a s t e r  ;;?lls, wood d o o r s  and f r a m e s ,  and  
t i !ed  c o n c r e t e  f l o o r s .  T h e r e  a r e  e n c l o s e d  s t a i r v a y s  a t  e a c h  end  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and 
i n t e r i o r  h a l l w a y s  r u n  l e n g ~ h w i s e  down t h e  ce rC?r  of t h e  rows o f  c l a s s r o o m s  and 
o f f  l c e s .  

Oglebay F a l l ' s  N e o - C l a s - i c a i  R e v i v a l  s t y 1 2  5 s  b a s e d  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  on  Roman 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l .  d e s i g n s .  The pediment  and c o l u z n s  f o l l o w  Roman d e s i g n s .  Mass ive  
p i l z s t e r s  a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  on t h e  f a c a d e  22d t h e  s y m m e t r i c a l  a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  f o l l o w  t h e  >yea-Cl~ssical ?.zx i v a l  a t }  L s .  c o ~ r . z c  ban2  b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  and  
6 / 1  l i g h t  windows v a r y  f r o n  u s u a l  N o o - C l a s s i c z i  R e v i v a l  f e a t u r e s  of smooth s t o n e  
f i n i s h e s  and s i n g l e - l i g h t  w i n i ~ w s .  
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Oglebay H a l l ,  o r i g i n a l l y  West Virginia U p i - : e r s i t y l s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u i l d i n g ,  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  h e r i t a g e  a s  a l a n e - g r a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  
s t u d y  o f  z g r i c u l t u r a l  s c i e n c e s ;  i t  s t a n i s  a t  c h s  :en ter  of t h e  downtown canprls  and ii 
one  o f  t h e  most  imposing  b u i l d i n g s  on thr. uni7;rsity campus. I ts  p l a z a  h a s  become a 
c e n t e r  f o r  ce remon ies  a s  w e l l  a s  a m e n o r i l l  t o  t52 USS West V i r g i n i a  which s a n k  
d u r i n g  t h e  2 e 3 r l  Harbor  a t t a c k .  

The b u i l d i n g  was comple t ed  i n  1918 and n a e d  f o r  Board of R e g e n t s  member E. W. 
Oglebay  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n d u c e  a d o n a t i o n  f rom Oglsbay on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  'fiat 
-ploy f a i l e d .  

E. N. Oglebay was a3 i n f l u c i l t i a l  West V i r g i n i a  Republican who ma i -n t a ined  ;?is 
p o l i t i c a l  b a s e  i n  C l e v e l a n d ,  Oh io ,  and a l l - i e d  h i z s l e f  w i t h  r a i l r o a d  magna te  Sen .  
S t epFLe~ l  B. El l ; i rLs .  He had  a grec l t  i n t e r e s t  it z 2 r i c u l t u r e  and owned a l a r g e  farm 
n e a r  b -~ , ee l ing  which was e v e n t u a l l y  b e s t w 2 d  t:, t;?e C i t y  of Wheel-ing f o r  u s e  a s  a  
p a r k ,  d l i l e  h i s  mans ion  i s  c o : ~  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b:: 3g lebay  I n s t i t u t e  a s  a museum, Oglebay 
was an  a lumnus  and t r u s t e e  Yethany . . C o l l e g s  n e a r  Xhee l ing .  Thus ,  h e  p r e f e r r e d  t o  
b e s t o w  g i f t s  upon h i s  a lma m i t e r .  tie d o n a t e d  2' fa rm t o  the c o l l e g e  and b u i l t  Oglebay 
H a l l  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  on  t h e  Bethany c a n p u s .  Ho~z?ver,  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  a t t e m p t e d  
t o  u s e  i t s  a d v a n t a g e  a s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  l e a d i n g  a = r i c u l t d r e  r e s e a r c h  c e n t e i .  t o  p l a y  upon 
O g l e b a y ' s  i n t e r e s t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and g e n e r o s i t y .  A s  p a r t  o f  i t s  e f f o r t  t o  win  
h i s  f a v o r ,  WW con i l e r r ed  a n  h o n o r a r y  doc.tor-..*:e on hirn i n  191.9. 

The C o l l e g e  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e  v a c a t e d  Oglebz:: H a l l  i n  1961 and moved t o  a new 
b u i l d i n g  o n  t h e  E v a n s d a l e  campus. S i n c e  1 9 6 2 ,  Oglebay h a s  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  o f f i c e s  
and  c l a s s r o o m s  and c u r r e n t l y  h o u s e s  t h e  psychalogy d e p a r t m e n t .  The mas t  and  s h i p ' s  
b e l l  f rom t h e  USS West V i r g i n i a  s t a n d  i n  f r o n t  of  t h ?  b u i l d i n g  and make t h a t  p l a z a  -- 
a West V i r g i n i a  memoria l  t o  i t s  war d e a d .  

Oglebay H a l l  s i t s  i m p o s i n g l y  a t  t h e  c e n t s r  of t h e  downtown West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  
campus v i s i b l y  f rom j u s t  a b o u t  e v e r y  v i s t a .  l 3 e  X e o - C l a s s i c a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e  i s  
e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  f o u r  Roman D o r i c  columns t h a t  s u p p o r t  t h e  f r o n t  pediment  a n d  t h e  
b a l u s t r a d e  a t  t h e  t o p .  I t s  mass and s e t t i n g  n a k e  i t  t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  campus. 



See c o n t i n i l a t i o n  s h e e t .  . . . . - , - ,  
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arganizatron hVU P u b l i c  H i s t o r y  O p t i o n  date J u l y  19, 1985 
-. -- -- - - - - -. - - . -- - - _- 

street & numb-.r Dept.  of H i s t o r y ,  West V i r ~ i n i a  Uni-;. telephone -- -- - --- '3 _ - - - _  . 
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city or town Yorgan t  orm state T f l  

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 
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A s  the designated Stste Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act cr i  1956 (Public Law 8% 
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S o r e ,  E a r l  L .  The Monongalia S t o r y :  A S i c ~ : = - - i z l  H i s t o r y .  Vol.  3 .  D i s c o r d .  ---- -- 
P a r s o n s ,  Wi7: McClain P r i n t i n g  Co. , 1979. 

Core ,  E a r l  L .  -- The Monongalia -- S t o r y :  A B i c e r r = : r . l ~ l  H i s t o r y .  Vol.  4 .  IndristriaIizat-on. 
P a r s o n s ,  WV: 21cClain P r i n t i n g  C o . ,  1932. 



V e r b a l  Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n  and J u s t i f i ~ : . t i ? n  ----- 

Oglebay H a l l  

From p o i n t  of  b e g i n n i n g  f o l l o w  C o l l e g e  Avz?us l 3 5  f s e c  s o u t h w e s t  t o  j u n c t u r e  of 
- < 

C o l l e g e  Avenue and U n i v e r s i t y  Avenue, t h2nce  z ~ - l a - . ~ i n g  U n t v e r s i t y  hvenuz  285 f e e t  
, - - .  

t o  p o i n t ,  t h e n c e  54 f e e t  s o u t h e a s t  t o  P o i n t ,  r:-.-~:ze r o l ~ o w l n g  d r iveway  215 f e e t  
n o r t h e a s t  t o  p o i n t ,  t h e n c e  129 f e e t  s o u t h s ~ s t  :o l o i n :  of Beg inn ing .  (See actached 
n a p s )  
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