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I. Name 

historic New M a r t i n s v i  11 e  Downtown H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

and,or common 
- 

2. Location 
street & number Main , Washington S t ree t s  & Monroe A1 1  ey XA not for publication 

city, town New M a r t i  n s v i  11 e  vicinity of 

state West V i r a i n i a  code 54 countv Wetzel code 103 

3. Classification 
- - - - - 

Category Ownership 
X district - public 
- building(s) - private 
- structure 2 both 
- site Public Acquisition 
- object in process 

being considered 

Status 
X occupied 
- unoccupied 
- work in progress 
Accessible 

X - yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
X commercial - park 
- educational 2 private residence 
X entertainment - religious 
L government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- militarv - other: 

4. Owner of Pronerty 

name Mu1 t i p l e ' o w n e r s h i p  

street & number 

city, town - vicinity of state 

5. Location of Leaal Descrintion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wetzel County Courthouse 

street a number Mai n  & Washington S t r e e t s  

city, town New M a r t i  n s v i  11 e  state West V i r g i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
H i  s  t o r i  c Kesource Survey o t  New M a r t i  n s v i  l l e 

title M. Pal l ley & M. G i o u l i s  has this property been determined eligible? - yes X no 

ate Spr ing ,  1987 - federal - state - county L local 

depositoryfor survev records H i s t o r i c  P rese rva t i on  U n i t ,  Dept. of Cu l t u re  & H i s t o r y  

city, town Cul t u r a l  Center, Char les ton state West V i r g i n i a  



7. Description 

Condition Check one- Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -- original site 
X good - ruins X altered - moved date N/A 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and originai (if known) physical appearance 

The New l v l a r t i n s v i l l e  Downtown H i s t o r i c  O i s t r i c t  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  o lder ,  h i s t o r i c ,  
c e n t r a l  business d i s t r i c t  o f  New iv iar t insv i  1  l e .  I t  l i e s  on a  f l a t  p l a i n  t o  t h e  e a s t  
of t h e  Ohio R i ve r .  I t  i s  l oca ted  i n  t h e  nor theas t  p o r t i o n  o f  Wetzel County, West 
V i r g i n i a  and con ta i ns  t h e  sea t  o f ,government  f o r  t h e  county.  The d i s t r i c t  boundar ies ~. 2 

c o n s i s t  of t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

On t n e  south, Washington S t r e e t  forms t h e  boundary; on t h e  nor th ,  l o t  l i n e s  22 
and 40 (west  and eas t )  forms t h e  boundary; on t h e  west, t h e  Ohio R i v e r  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  
boundary; and on t he  east,  Market Lane, which i s  a l so  a  f u n c t i o n a l  boundary between 
t he  commercial and r e s i d e n t i a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  downtown. 

The commercial area c o n s i s t s  o f  predominant ly  two and t h r e e  s t o r y  masonry 
commercial s t r u c t u r e s  f r om  t h e  l a t e  19th t o  e a r l y  20 th  cen tu ry .  These represen t  a  
number of t h e  t y p i c a l  s t y l e s  o f  t h e  era,  i n c l u d i n g  Romanesque Rev iva l ,  Co lon ia l  
Rev iva l ,  and I t a l i a n a t e .  There a re  some one and two s t o r y  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
mos t l y  i n  t h e  n o r t h  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  survey area and i n  t h e  nor theas t .  There i s  a l s o  a  
smal l  pocket  of o l d e r  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  on t he  west, f ac i ng  t h e  r i v e r .  The 
cen te r  of t h e  area con ta i ns  t h e  Wetzel County Courthouse and J a i l ,  and t h e  New 
M a r t i n s v i l l e  City H a l l  B u i l d i n g ,  a  conver ted bank. 

The smal l  r e s i d e n t i a l  a rea  a long t h e  R ive r ,  behind t h e  Courthouse, i s  o l d e r  than  
most of t h e  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  Th is  i s  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  R i v e r  
Landing and was t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o r t i o n  o f  se t t l ement  i n  t h e  downtown. The houses a re  
two s t o r y  frame b%ui ld i ,ngs i n  Federa l  o r  f ieviva1 S ty les .  

Throughout t h e  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  t h e r e  a re  open o r  vacant s i t e s .  .Some of these  
are a  r e s u l t  o f  d e m o l i t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  o f  t r u e  open space. A number o f  t h e  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  have a l s o  been modi f ied,  causing some of: them t o  l o s e  some 
h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  M o s t l y  t h i s  occur red  t o  t h e  commercial b u i l d i n g s ,  though a  
few of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a j ,  s t r u c t u r e s  have been covered w i t h  aluminum o r  v i n y l  s i d i ng .  
The New M a r t i n s v i l l e  Downtown H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  con ta i ns  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p e r t i e s :  

1. The New M a r t i n s v i l  l e  City B u i l d i n g ,  Main and Washington S t ree t s ,  1895, i s  
l oca ted  i n  a f o r m e r  bank b u i l d i n g  and i s ,  the re fo re ,  a  good example o f  t h e  
adop t i ve  re-use o f  a  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  a  n i c e  example of 
t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Romanesque s t y l e  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e  and i s  two s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  made 
of b r i c k .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
banking i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  community. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  . .., 

2. F i r s t  Na t i ona l  Bank, 207 Main S t ree t ,  1964. A two s t o r y  masonry b u i l d i n g  of 
t h e  B r u t a l i s m  school  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The i n s t i t u t i o n ' i t ' s e l f  dates t o  1900 
i n  New M a r t i n s v i  1  l e .  , (Non-con t r ibu t ing )  

3. The McCaskey B u i l d i n g ,  213 Main s t r e e t ,  1898, i s  one ,of t h e  , o l de r  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  I t  i s  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  Federa l  S t y l e  s t r u c t u r e .  
I t  i s  a lso  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  prominent  McCaskey . 
fami l y .  John McCaskey was a  prominent Union o f f i c e r  who f ough t  i n  many 
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i m p o r t a n t  engagements i n  t h e  Eas te rn  Theater  and was p resen t  i n  t h e  McLean 
House a t  Appomattox as w i t n e s s  t o  General Lee 's  su r render  on A p r i l  9, 1865. 
He l a t e r  served s e v e r a l  te rms as a  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  peace and as mayor o f  t h e  
c i t y .  H i s  son, Ambrose McCaskey, was a  prominent  s t a t e  eng ineer ,  head of  
Marshal  1  U n i v e r s i t y  ' s  E n g i n e e r i n g  Department. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

4. The Cour t  Restaurant ,  215 Ma in  S t r e e t ,  c .  1905. A  two s t o r y  masonry 
commercial b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e ;  i t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  
recessed panels by  b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s .  There i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o r b e l i n g  i n  t h e  
pane ls ,  ana t h e  p i l a s t e r s  have c o r b e l e d  c a p i t o l s .  There i s  a  b racke ted  
meta l  c o r n i c e  w i t h  two a rched  pediments w i t h  gar lands.  There a r e  b a l l  
f i n i a l s  on the  c o r n i c e .  "The Cour t "  i s  a  prominent  l o c a l  landmark, wh ich  
has been the  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  much o f  New M a r t i n s v i l l e ' s  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  I t  
was v i s i t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  by  heavyweight  box ing  immortal  Jack Dempsey, wh ich  
i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  by  a  l a r g e  p o r t r a i t  o f  t h e  champion. The w a l l s  a l s o  c o n t a i n  
t h e  photographs o f  many d e s t  V i r g i n i a  governors,  senators,  and o t h e r  
n o t a b l e s  who have v i s i t e d  here ,  and one room i s  kep t  as a  s h r i n e  and ,~,,/b~>~,, 
r e p o s i t o r y  o f  memorabal i a  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  an e a r l y  Wetzel County a v i a t o r .  tS ibh9ter, 
( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  / 

5. Commercial B u i l d i n g ,  221 Main  S t r e e t ,  1920, a  two s t o r y  masonry commercia l  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  windows on t h e  second l e v e l ,  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  wh ich i s  
archea. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

6. Loenr B u i l d i n g ,  225 Main  S t r e e t ,  c. 1920. A  two s t o r y  o l d e r  commerical 
b u i  l d i n g  t h a t  has been rendered  n o n - c o n t r i  b u t i  ng by a  complete ( 1  977) 
remodel ing o f  v i n y l .  ( N o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g )  

7. M i n e r ' s  Department S to re ,  221 Main  S t r e e t ,  1908. A two s t o r y  b l o n d  b r i c k  
commercial s t r u c t u r e ,  i n  t h e  Chicago s t y l e ,  w i t h  l a r g e  second s t o r y  windows 
w i t h  s tone j a c k  arches above. M e t a l  pane led c o r n i c e  w i t h  b r a c k e t s  ana 
d e n t i l s  are a long t h e  r o o f  l i n e ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  a  f i r s t  s t o r y  d e n t i l a t e d  
c o r n i c e .  The b u i l d i n g  was a  c l o t h i n g  s t o r e  f r o m  1911 u n t i l  1966, and has 
been owned by t h e  p rominen t  Shiben, Robinson, and Winer f a m i l i e s .  The 
second f l o o r  p r e s e n t l y  houses 1 aw o f f  i c e s .  ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

8. Ober B u i l d i n g ,  233 Main  S t r e e t ,  c. 1901. A  two s t o r y ,  f o u r  bay b r i c k  
commercial s t r u c t u r e .  Windows a r e  1  /1 w i t h  s tone  j a c k  arches and r a i s e d  
keystones.  There i s  a  pane led  pressed meta l  c o r n i c e  w i t h  d e n t i l s  and b r i c k  
c o r b e l e d  b racke ts  on t h e  second s t o r y .  The s t o r e f r o n t  has been somewhat 
a l t e r e d .  ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

9. F i t z w a t e r - F r a z e e  B u i l d i n g ,  241 Main S t r e e t ,  c. 1911. T h i s  i s  a t h r e e  s t o r y  
commercial b u i l d i n g  w i t h  f o u r  bays and 1/1 windows. There i s  a  pressed . 
meta l  c o r n i c e  and f i r s t  f l o o r  c o r n i c e .  The p i l a s t e r s  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  bays 
have s tone c a p i t o l s .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  housed t h e  F i t z w a t e r  Hardware 
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and F u r n i t u r e  Store,  ana a l so  served as the Thompson & Muhleman Funera l  
P a r l o r .  The i nques t  f o r  t h e  Cox-Lowther Duel, a  famous l o c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  
i n c i d e n t ,  was he la  here.  ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Ku t t enbe rg ' s  B u i l d i n g ,  247 Main S t ree t ,  c. 1904. A t h r e e  s t o r y  b r i c k  
commercial b u i l d i n g  w i t h  111 windows w i t h  round headed arches on t h e  t h i r d  
f l o o r .  Romanesque i n  s t y l e ,  i t  has a  stepped parapet  on t h e  r o o f l i n e  t h a t  
i s  pawled. The facade i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  sec t ions  w i t h  co rbe led  b racke ts  a t  
t h e  t o p  o f  each. R e s t r i c t e d  s tone  p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  c a p i t o l s  
separa te  t he  f i r s t  f l o o r  bay. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Do01 i n  Federa l  Savings & Loan, 251 Main S t ree t ,  1956. Two s t o r y  commerci a1 
b u i l d i n g  o f  modern design.  on-contributing) 

Shiben Bu i ld ing -Dav is  Jewelers, 255 Main S t ree t ,  1923, a  two s t o r y  
commercial s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  m o d i l l i o n e d  co rn i ce  and parapet  w i t h  swaled ends 
a t  t h e  r o o f  l i n e .  The windows a re  n o v e l t y  311 and have s tone  above and 
below. O r i g i n a l  l y  a  meat market (Beck & Ench), i t  now houses Davis 
Jewelers.  ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Shiben Bro thers  B u i l d i n g ,  257 Main S t ree t ,  1936. Th is  i s  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  
b l ond  b r i c k  commercial b u i l d i n g  w i t h  p a i r e d  111 windows and p a i r e d  
p i l a s t e r s .  There i s  a  s imple s tone meda l l i on  i n  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  
I t  was cons t ruc ted  by t h e  Shiben Bro thers ,  one o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  most prominent 
bus iness fami 1  i e s .  ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

McCrory 's,  269 Main S t r e e t ,  c. 1905. A f o u r  s t o r y  Romanesque r u s t i c a t e d  
a s h l a r  stone commercial b u i l d i n g .  There are smooth s tone p i l a s t e r s  w i t h  
s imp le  stone c a p i t o l s  on t h e  f r o n t  facade, and a  bracketed corn ice .  The 
windows, 111, have smooth stone j ack  arches w i t h  keystones. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

The Masonic Temple, 301 Main S t r e e t ,  1913. Home of t h e  Wetzel Lodge #39 of 
t h e  Masonic Order, t h i s  i s  a  t h r e e  s t o r y  Kornanesque Rev i va l  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e ,  
f i v e  bays wide. I t  was designed by a r c h i t e c t  James P. Chap l in  o f  Wheeling. 
The f r o n t  facade i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  u n i t s  w i t h  an en t rance  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  
bay. T h i r d  s t o r y  has arched windows w i t h  stone surrounds, w h i l e  second 
f l o o r  windows a re  f l a t  heaaed w i t h  s tone l e n t i l s .  There i s  a  l a r g e  
overhanging co rn i ce .  T h i s  l o c a t i o n  was p r e v i o u s l y  known as "Burnt  Corner".  
The Cox-Lowther Duel took  p l ace  here. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Haugh t ' s  F u r n i t u r e  B u i l d i n g ,  307 Main S t ree t ,  c. 1960. A l s o  known l o c a l l y  
as " B i l l  W i tschey 's  B u i l d i n g " ,  t h i s  i s  a  two s t o r y  b r i c k  c l a d  commercial 
s t r u c t u r e  of r e l a t i v e l y  modern c o n s t r u c t i o n .  (Non -con t r i bu t i ng )  

Department of Human Serv ices  Headquarters, 309 Main S t r e e t ,  c. 1960. Two'  
s t o r y  modern b u i l d i n g .  ( N o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g j  



O N E  .YO. 1024-0013 
Expires i0-31-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 

New Mar t insvi l le  Downtown 
inventory- omi in at ion Form 

Continuation sheet His tor ic  D i s t r i c t  Item number 7 

18. Vocational Rehabi l i ta t ion  Building, 311 Main S t r e e t ,  c. 1960. Two s t o r y  
modern f 1 a t  roof masonry bui l d i  ng. (Non-contri buti  ng ) 

19. Alexander-Pyles Building, 317 Main S t r e e t ,  1906. A t h ree  s to ry ,  f o u r  bay 
blond brick s t ruc tu re .  There a re  corbeled brackets a t  t h e  roof l i n e .  The 
p i l a s t e r s  t ha t  separa te  the  bays a re  topped with decorat ive Moorish caps. 
This building, which i s  Komanesque in  s t y l e ,  was b u i l t  by W .  J. Alexander, a 
very prominent ea r ly  businessman, and was l a t e r  owned by c i v i c  leader  James 
W .  Pyles,  Wetzel County's de lega te  t o  t h e  West Virginia Legis la ture  i n  
1Y37-39. (Contr ibut ing)  

20. Harman's Drug Store ,  329 ~vlain S t r e e t ,  c .  1903, a t h ree  s to ry ,  seven bay 
blond brick Moorish Revival commercial building. I t  i s  divided i n t o  p a i r s  
of bays with a cent ra l  bay. In t h e  center  t he re  a re  two panels on t h e  
second f l o o r  and a recessed balcony with arches t h a t  have wrought-iron 
tympanum and balustrades.  There a r e  corbeled brick brackets between t h e  
second f l o o r  and t h i r d  f l o o r s  and on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  There i s  a small r e a r  
warehouse dependency t h a t  a1 so cont r ibutes .  (Contr ibut ing)  

21. Residence, 326 Main S t r e e t ,  1920, an American Four Square, two s t o r y  
residence with cent ra l  hipped dormer, f u l l  f r o n t  porch and hipped roof .  
(Contr ibut ing)  

22. Myers Studio of Pnotography, 310 Main S t r e e t ,  c. 1880, a two s t o r y  f r o n t  
gable building, a converted residence,  with f u l l  f r o n t  porch. Vernacular in 
design.  Windows a r e  2/2. Five bays deep. (Cont r ibut ing) .  

23. Theater/Palmer's Drug Store ,  306 Main S t r e e t ,  1911. A two s t o r y  molded 
block building with stucco f r o n t  facade and cent ra l  arched leaded g l a s s  
windows on the  second f l o o r .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  has cream and black c a r a r a  
g l a s s  i n  a Moderne stepped p a t t e r n  and a metal awning. Art Nouveau in  
design,  the building was o r i g i n a l l y  a thea te r .  (Contr ibut ing)  

24. Wetzel Valley Agencies Building, 300 Main S t r e e t ,  c. 1970. Located on the  
o r i g i n a l  (1900) s i t e  of t h e  F i r s t  National Bank, t h i s  i s  a one s t o r y  modern 
s t r u c t u r e .  (Non-contri bu t ingj  

25. Whorton & E l l i s  Funeral Home Si te -Norr i s  T i r e s ,  270 Main S t r e e t ,  a 1963 
Exxon Service S ta t ion ,  t i r e  s a l e s  one s t o r y  surrounding a molded block two 
s t o r y  commercial bui lding t h a t  was o r ig ina l  l y  a funeral  home. 
(Non-contri buting) 

26. Beck Narket-kiee E l e c t r i c ,  248 Main S t r e e t ,  c. 1890, a two s to ry  frame 
building of I t a l i a n a t e  design,  with German siding on t h e  second leve l  and 
vinyl on the  f r o n t .  The windows on t h e  second f l o o r  have shouldered 
surrounds and I t a l i a n a t e  hoods. The roof i s  hipped. This was o r i g i n a l l y  
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t h e  B e c ~  Vieat k a r k e t .  I t i s  n o t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  v i n y l i n g  i s  
enough t o  d e s t o r y  i t s  i n t e g r i t y ,  i t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  ( C o n t r i b u t i n g ) .  

L i n c o l n  Theatre, 242 Main S t r e e t ,  1920. A two s t o r y  C l a s s i c a l  Rev iva l  
t h e a t e r  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  c o r b e l e d  b racke ts  and b r i c k  p i l e s t e r s .  The en t rances  
a re  recessed i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o u r  bays. A  wide c o r n i c e  and p l a i n  f r i e z e  
separate  the  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The windows have wooa s h u t t e r s .  One of t h e  
c i t y ' s  most i m p o r t a n t  landmarks. The t h e a t e r  was opened i n  1920 and t h e  
f i r s t  f i l m  shown was " F a i r  and Warmer", a  s i l e n t  f i l m  w i t h  Mae A l l i s o n .  I n  
1926 G l o r i a  Swanson and company came t o  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  by s p e c i a l  t r a i n  t o  
make a  f i l m  f o r  Paramount e n t i t l e d  "Stage S t ruck" .  The World Premiere of 
"Stage S t ruck"  was a t  t h e  L i n c o l n  Theat re  and t h i s  g a l a  a f f a i r  was a t tended  
by Miss Swanson, t h e  Marqu is  de l a  Coudraye, and West V i r g i n i a  Governor 
Howara M. Gore (1925-29). The "Jazz S inger "  p layed  here i n  1927, t h e  
beg inn ing  o f  " t h e  t a l k i e s " .  The t h e a t e r  operated u n t i l  1967. I t was t a k e n  
over  by t h e  c i t y  i n  1983 and now operates as a  community t h e a t e r .  
( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

28. U n i t e d  S ta tes  Post  O f f i c e ,  Plain S t r e e t ,  1931. d u i l t  on t h e  former  s i t e  o f  
t h e  c i t y  park and bandstand, t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  i s  a  one s t o r y  masonry C o l o n i a l  
Rev iva l  government b u i l a i n g ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1931 under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  
s u p e r v i s i n g  a r c h i t e c t  James A. Wetmere. I t  has a  c e n t r a l  ent rance p o r t i c o  
w i t h  a  pediment upheld  by columns. Windows have s tone pedimented hoods. 
The roof  i s  a  recessed mansard w i t h  arched dormers. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

29. Wetzel County S h e r i f f ' s  res idence,  220 Main S t r e e t ,  1897-1901. A two and a  
h a l f  s t o r y  s tone and masonry s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  county  
cour thouse t o  se rve  as t h e  o f f i c i a l  res idence  o f  t h e  county  s h e r i f f .  I t  has 
a  f r o n t  gable, f u l l  porch, and h i g h  co rbe led  chimney. I t  i s  s a i d  t o  have 
been c o n s t r u c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  S h e r i f f  J. A. Pyles 
(1897-1901) and t h a t  he was i t s  f i r s t  occupant. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Wetzel County Courthouse, Main and Washington S t r e e t s ,  1902. The c i t y ,  
indeed, t h e  c o u n t y ' s ,  most s i g n i f i c a n t  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark. The c o u n t y  
cour thouse was c o n s t r u c t e d  between 1900 and 1902 a t  a  c o s t  of $100,000, 
r e p l a c i n g  t h e  e a r l i e r  (1852) cour thouse on t h e  same s i t e .  I t  was des igned 
by W. E. Chamberlain & Co. The Courthouse i s  a  two s t o r y  r u s t i c a t e d  s t o n e  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  c o r n e r  towers  and a  t a l l ,  s t a t e l y  c e n t r a l  b e l l  c l o c k  tower.  
The roo fs  of t n e  towers  a r e  s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  hipped r o o f s  w i t h  red  c l a y  t i l e ,  
which i s  a l s o  on t h e  main r o o f .  The c l o c k  tower  has an open b e l l  s e c t i o n  
and co rbe led  t u r r e t s .  t h e r e  a r e  m o d i l l i o n s  w i t h  carved decora t ions  o v e r  
each tower window. t h e r e  i s  a  f r i e z e  panel  w i t h  d iagona l  dogtooth  
d e t a i l i n g .  The en t rance  bay, w i t h  a  s t o r e  ba lus t rade ,  p r o j e c t s  outward and 
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  i s  r a i s e d  above ground l e v e l .  There a re  f l a n k i n g  bays on 
t n e  ent rance w i t h  pedimented tops.  The second f l o o r  windows are round . 
headed w i t h  carved tympanae. The towers  of t h e  cour thouse soar  above t h e  
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c i t y  and are v i s i b l e  f o r  many m i l e s  up and down t h e  Ohio R i ve r .  A l i f e - s i z e  
s t a t u e  of 18 th  c e n t u r y  f r on t i e r sman  Lev i  Morgan s tands atop a  h i gh  g r a n i t e  
sha f t  on t h e  f r o n t  lawn o f  t he  Wetzel County Courthouse. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Residence, 221 Monroe A l l e y ,  c. 1860, t h e  f i r s t  o f  a  row o f  o l d e r  res idences 
t h a t  face t ne  Ohio K i ve r ,  runn ing  immediately n o r t h  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Wharf 
area. T h i s  f rame b u i l d i n g  i s  a  two and a  h a l f  s t o r y  ve rnacu la r  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  and i s  one o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  o l d e s t  e x t a n t  
b u i l d i n g s .  It i s  f i v e  bays wide and has a  f u l l  f r o n t  porch. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Residence, 225 Monroe A l l e y ,  c. 1870, a  two s t o r y  frame res idence w i t h  a  h i p  
roof.  Done i n  c lapboard  s i d i n g  i n  t h e  Sh ing le  s t y l e ,  i t s  most prominent 
f ea tu res  a re  a  r e c t a n g u l a r  tower on t h e  second f l o o r  l e v e l  and a  p r o j e c t i n g  
pseudo-gable on t h e  f r o n t  e l eva t i on .  F u l l  one s t o r y  f r o n t  po rch  w i t h  
s p i n d l e  ba lus t r ade  a t  t he  r o o f  1  ine.  ( C o n t r i b u t i n g ) .  

Residence, 229 Monroe A l l e y ,  c. 1890, a  Queen Anne s t y l e  masonry res idence  
of two and a  h a l f  s t o r i e s ,  w i t h  a  rounded Queen Anne tower,  o r  t u r r e t  a t  t he  
sou th  f r o n t  e l eva t i on .  Pa i r ed  squared columns uphold  t h e  f u l l  f r o n t  porch. 
( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Residence, 233 i lonroe A1 l ey ,  c. 1900, a  c l a s s i c  American Four Square, e a r l y  
f o r  t h e  s t y l e ,  w i t h  a  h i p  r o o f ,  p r o j e c t i n g  pseudo-gable, and f u l l  f r o n t  
porch, over  a  r a i s e d  basement. ( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

Residence, 233a Monroe A l l e y ,  c. 1950, a  r e l a t i v e l y  r e c e n t  one s t o r y  
v i n y l  -s ided f r o n t  gab1 e  r e s i d e n t i  a1 s t r u c t u r e .  (Non-con t r i  b u t i n g )  

Residence, 239 Monroe A l l e y ,  1910, Sh ing le  s t y l e  two s t o r y  c lapboard 
r e c t a n g u l a r  res idence,  t h r e e  bays across, w i t h  pseudo-gable peak over  
c e n t r a l  bay. F u l l  f r o n t  po rch  w i t h  d e n t i l a t e d  co rn i ce .  Raised basement. 
( C o n t r i b u t i n g )  

WlS House, 245 Monroe A l l e y ,  c. 1970, one s t o r y  r e c t a n g u l a r  meta l -c lad  
r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i  l d i  ng o f  r ecen t  cons t ruc t i on .  (Non-con t r i  b u t i n g )  

Residence, 265 Monroe A l l e y ,  c. 1880. Greek Rev iva l  gab le  roof res idence  
w i t h  c e n t r a l  chimney. Clo thed i n  e a r l y  1930's asbestos s i d i ng ,  i t  
none- the- less r e t a i n s  enough o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s  t o  be considered 
( C o n t r i b u t i n g ) .  

The dnarf ,  end o f  Washington S t r e e t  a t  the Ohio R ive r ,  1840. Th is  may be 
t h e  most h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s i t e  i n  New M a r t i n s v i l l e .  It i s ,  of 
course, assoc ia ted  w i t h  t h e  r i v e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  economic as w e l l  as s o c i a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  development, and was, u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  coming o f  r a i l r o a d s ,  t.he 
f oca l  p o i n t  o f  n e a r l y  a l l  s i g n i f i c a n t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t he  c i t y .  It i s  a  s loped 
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su r f ace  area paved w i t h  smal l  cobblestones, and t h e  s ides o f  t h e  Wharf a re  
f l anked  by ash la r  s tone r e t a i n i n g  wa l l s .  H o t e l s  once s tood around it, and, 
of course, the  county  seat, o r  courthouse, has s tood a t  i t s  upper end s i nce  

The New M a r t i n s v i l l e  Downtown H i s t o r  i c  D i s t r i c t  con ta  i n s :  

C o n t r i b u t i n g  S i t e s  2 9 
Non -con t r i bu t i ng  10 
T o t a l  Resources 3 9 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1 499 
1500-1599 

- 1600-1699 
1700-1 799 

2- 1800-1 899 
2- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
--- archeology-prehistoric . - community planning - _  landscape architecture.-_. religion 
. -- archeology-historic _ - conservation -- law -- science 
-- agriculture _ _X_ economics -- - literature sculpture 
-X_. architecture education military -- social1 

art - engineering --- music humanitarian 
-2- commerce . -- exploration/settlement -- philosophy theater 
-- communications industry 2- politics/government - transportation 

.- .- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1880- 1937 ~uilderl~rchitect W. E. Chamber1 a i  n  , James P. Chap1 i n  , 
Statement of ~ i '~ni f icance (in one paragraphj James A. Wetmere, e t .  a l .  

The New M a r t i n s v i l l e  Downtown H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  
o f  t h e  economic, s o c i a l ,  and p o l i t i c a l  development o f  t h e  c i t y  of New M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  
an impor tan t  Ohio R i v e r  p o r t  community and t h e  sea t  o f  government o f  Wetzel County, 
West V i r g i n i a  s ince  i t s  i n c e p t i o n .  I t  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  i n t a c t  h i s t o r i c  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a l l  o f  which 
r e l a t e  t o  i t s  c o n t i n u i n g  r o l e  as an economic and p o l i t i c a l  cen te r .  The d i s t r i c t  
meets Na t i ona l  R e g i s t e r  C r i t e r i a  A, 6, and C. 

Exp lana to r y  and H i s t o r i c a l  Notes 

New M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  t h e  coun ty  seat  and p r i n c i p a l  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Wetzel County, 
West V i r g i n i a ,  came i n t o  be ing  around 1780, when t h e  area was a  w i lde rness  and p a r t  
o f  Ohio County on t he  V i r g i n i a  f r o n t i e r .  The f i r s t  s e t t l e r  was Edward Dool in ,  who 
s e t t l e d  a t  what i s  now New M a r t i n s v i l l e  d u r i n g  t h e  American Revo lu t i on  and pa ten ted  
800 acres of l and  on what i s  now New M a r t i n s v i l l e .  D o o l i n ' s  t enu re  o f  t he  land  was 
no t  t o  l a s t  long, as he was k i l l e d  by  I n d i a n s  on September 20, 1782, a t  approx imate ly  
t h e  same t ime  as famed General George Kogers C la r k  f ough t  a  smal l  s k i rm i sh  w i t h  
I nd i ans  near  what i s  now New M a r t i n s v i l l e .  D o o l i n ' s  f a m i l y  r e t a i n e d  ownership o f  t h e  
land, however, and kep t  i t  u n t i l  1810, when i t  was s o l d  t o  P res l ey  Mar t in ,  who l a t e r  
l a i d  o u t  t h e  town and a l s o  served as t h e  f i r s t  c l e r k  of Wetzel County 's  c o u r t  decades 
l a t e r .  P res ley  M a r t i n  b u i l t  a  house a t  t h e  mouth of B i g  F i s h i n g  Creek i n  1813 and 
t h i s  homestead served as t h e  f i r s t  r e a l  se t t l emen t  a t  New M a r t i n s v i  1  le .  

I n  1818 t h e  area became p a r t  o f  t h e  newly c rea ted  T y l e r  County, V i r g i n i a .  I n  
1837-38 P res l ey  M a r t i n  took  t h e  monumental s t ep  of a c t u a l l y  l a y i n g  o u t  s t r e e t s  f o r  a  
town, naming them, and app l y i ng  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Assembly i n  Richmond f o r  an a c t  t o  
o f f i c i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  community. The Assembly so acted and passed, on March 28, 
1838, a  law e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  town o f  " M a r t i n s v i l l e " .  By t h e  decade's t u r n  (1840) 
t h e r e  were approx imate ly  100 persons l i v i n g  i n  M a r t i n s v i l l e .  The boundar ies of t h e  
town were en larged by another  a c t  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  Assembly i n  1848, which a l s o  
p rov i ded  f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  community, which had, two years  
e a r l i e r ,  become t h e  seat  of t h e  new coun ty  o f  Wetzel. 

Wetzel County was formed on A p r i l  6, 1846 i n  t h e  home of Sampson T h i s t l e ,  wh ich  
s tood a t  t h e  co rne r  ( o f  'Jefferson and Main S t ree t s .  Ground f o r  t h e  courthouse was 
donated by T h i s t l e  and P res l ey  M a r t i n  i n  1848. About t h i s  t ime  t h e  name o f  t h e  
community was changed t o  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  t o  avo id  p o s t a l  confus ion w i t h  
M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  t h e  A l legheny  Mountains o f  what i s  now western V i r g i n i a .  
The f i r s t  Wetzel County Courthouse, on t h e  same s i t e  as t h e  p resen t  one, was 
completed i n  1852. Both t h e  Me thod i s t  and t h e  P resby te r i an  churches cons t ruc ted  
2 d i f a c e s ' i n  t h  18501s, and t h e  same decade saw t h e  found ing  of t h e  f i r s t  school i n  
New M a r t i n s v i l l e ,  t h e  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  Academy. 
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Wi th  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  secession i n  1861, Wetzel County was dec ided ly  p ro -Un ion i s t  i n  
sympathy, a l though  t he re  were, t o  be sure, many Wetzel Countians who f e l t  t he  t u g  of  
l o y a l t y  t o  o l a  V i r g i n i a  and who c a s t  t h e i r  l o t  w i t h  t h e  Confederacy. However, i n  t h e  
May 1861 e l e c t i o n  on t he  ques t ion  o f  V i r g i n i a ' s  secession f r om t h e  Union, Wetzel 
County, w i t h  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  t a k i n g  t h e  lead, voted s t r o n g l y  aga ins t  secession and 
sent  de lega tes  t o  the  F i r s t  and a l l  succeeding Wheeling convent ions.  Wetzel County 
overwhelming ly  supported t h e  " r es to red "  government o f  P ie rpon t  a t  Wheeling and, i n  
1863, t h e  fo rmat ion  o f  t he  new s t a t e  o f  West V i r g i n i a .  S. I. Robinson ( l a t e r  owner 
of a  l a r g e  f l o u r  m i l l  j was Wetzel County 's f i r s t  de legate t o  t h e  new l e g i s l a t u r e  of 
West V i r g i n i a .  With the  excep t ion  o f  some i s o l a t e d  sk i rmishes r e l a t e d  t o  r a i d i n g ,  
t h e r e  was no organized f i g h t i n g  i n  Wetzel County du r i ng  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

New M a r t i n s v i l l e  became, i n  t h e  p o s t - C i v i l  War per iod,  an impor tan t  r i v e r  p o r t  on 
t h e  Ohio. The Wharf became a  busy place, and h o t e l s  sprang up i n  c l ose  p r o x i m i t y  t o  
accommodate t h e  ever-growing number o f  merchants, r ivermen, and o t h e r  businessmen who 
a r r i v e d  a t  New M a r t i n s v i l l e .  The r a i l r o a d ,  i n  t h e  form o f  t he  Ohio R i v e r  R a i l r o a d  
( p r e v i o u s l y  t h e  Wheel ing, Parkersburg and Char leston Rai 1  road Company) reached New 
M a r t i n s v i l l e  i n  1884. It began a t  Benwood and te rmina ted  a t  Parkersburg, p r o v i d i n g  
r a i l  passage along the  Ohio R i ve r .  Around 1890 t h e  Ba l t imo re  and Ohio R a i l r o a d  
acqu i red  t h e  Ohio K i v e r  Ra i l r oad ,  adding i t  as a branch t o  i t s  a l ready  l a r g e  
l a b y r i n t h  o f  l i n e s .  About t h e  same t ime, p r o s p e r i t y  was man i f es t i ng  i t s e l f  i n  o t h e r  
ways i n  t h e  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  community. Char les and W. S. B a r r i c k  cons t ruc ted  and 
i n s t a l l e d  t h e  f i r s t  te lephone l i n e s  i n  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  i n  1889. Th i s  l i n e  extended 
o n l y  t o  Burton, bu t  w i t h i n  t h e  nex t  few years  t h e  l i n e s  had been b u i l t  t o  o t h e r  
Wetzel County communities. Th i s  te lephone company was f i r s t  formed as t h e  New 
M a r t i n s v i l l e  and Mannington Telephone Company, bu t  was soon i nco rpo ra ted  i n t o  t h e  
B e l l  Telephone Company and l i n k e d  up w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  te lephone system. T h i s  same 
p e r i o d  a l s o  wi tnessed t he  f ounda t i on  o f  t h e  f i r s t  newspaper, The Wetzel Independent, 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1870 under t h e  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  Dan ie l  Long. I t  lasted- t h e  Labor 
V i n d i c a t o r  from 1872) u n t i l  1876. The f o l l o w i n g  year  (1877) saw t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  of 
The Wetzel Democrat. Long was t h e  pub l i she r ,  w i t h  W. S. Wi ley  and Rober t  McEldowney - 
as e d i t o r s .  

Manufac tu r ing  became an impor tan t  element i n  New M a r t i n s v i l l e ' s  economic l i f e  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  of t h e  19 th  century .  The P i t t s b u r g h  Stave Company e s t a b l i s h e d  a  
ya rd  a t  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  i n  1873 and, w i t h i n  a  decade, was produc ing over  two m i l l i o n  
staves; b a r r e l s  being a  ve r y  impor tan t  component of t h e  r i v e r  t rade .  H. H. 
Ha rdes t y ' s  1883 h i s t o r y  records  t h a t  i n  t h a t  yea r  t he  town o f  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  cou ld  
boast  of : 

"S i x  d r y  goods s tores,  seven g roce r i es ,  two drug s to res ,  f o u r  m i l l i n e r y  
s t o res ,  two hardware s to res ,  t h r e e  bu tcher  shops, t h r e e  boot  and shoe shops, 
and one merchant t a i l o r ,  one harness and s a d d l e r ' s  shop, two wagon and t h r e e  
b l a c k s m i t h  shops, one sewing machine agency, t h ree  r e a l  e s t a t e  agencies, 
t h r e e  ho te l s ,  two weekly newspapers, t h r e e  m i n i s t e r s ,  f i v e  p r a c t i c i n g  
phys i c i ans ,  and e i g h t  lawyers . "  
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A t  t h i s  t ime, New M a r t i n s v i l l e  had a  popu la t i on  o f  between 800 and 1000 souls .  
The town cont inued t o  grow as a  coun ty  seat, Ohio R i ve r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p o r t  and 
manufactur ing cen te r  as t h e  19 th  grew i n t o  t h e  20th century .  I t a lso  took on an ever  
i n c r e a s i n g  r o l e  as t h e  merchandiz ing focus  f o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  r u r a l  Wetzel County as 
w e l l  as f o r  p o r t i o n s  o f  southern Marsha l l  County and f o r  a  smal l  p a r t  o f  eas te rn  
Ohio, l i n k e d  t o  t he  town by f e r r y .  

The o l a e s t  ex tan t  me rchan t i l e  bus iness i n  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  dates from t h e  
es tab l i shment  o f  the  F. C. We l l s  Hardware and F u r n i t u r e  Company i n  1892, w h i l e  t h e  
o l d e s t  b u i l d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  Myers Bu i ld ing ,  dates t o  1880. Other  e a r l y  
businesses t h a t  f l o u r i s h e d  i n t o  t h e  20 th  cen tu r y  were J. R. Loehr & Son merchandiz ing 
(1899), t h e  New M a r t i n s v i  1  l e  Bank ( l 8 9 7 ) ,  t h e  Wetzel County Bank (1899; c l osed  1933), 
F i r s t  Na t i ona l  Bank (l9OO), and t h e  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  Glass Company, founded i n  1900. 

A t  t h e  t u rn -o f - t he - cen tu r y  Wetzel County undertook t o  c o n s t r u c t  a  monument t o  i t s  
l o n g e v i t y  and p r o s p e r i t y  by t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  new county  courthouse i n  New 
M a r t i n s v i l l e .  Two years under cons t ruc t i on ,  t h e  tower ing Romanesque s t y l e  s t r u c t u r e  
was completed i n  1902 and s t i l l  stands, a  landmark v i s i b l e  f o r  m i l e s  down t h e  Ohio 
R ive r ,  as a  symbol o f  Wetzel County s o l i d i t y .  A l i f e - s i z e  s t a t u e  of famed 
f r on t i e r sman  Lev i  Morgan, a top  a  l a r g e  g r a n i t e  monument, towers above t h e  cour thouse 
lawn and Main S t ree t .  

By 1910 t h e  popu la t i on  o f  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  had grown t o  2,176. The p o p u l a t i o n  
con t inued  t o  grow apace u n t i l ,  by  1980, i t  stood a t  over 7,000. Th is ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  has always been t e r r i b l y  prone t o  f l o o d i n g  f rom t h e  Ohio 
R i v e r  and has rece ived  numerous and, some would say, f r equen t  inundat ions.  The f i r s t  
" g r e a t "  f l o o d  s ince  c i v i l i z e d  h a b i t a t i o n ,  occurred i n  1852. The l a s t  o f  t h e  r e a l l y  
" g r e a t "  f l oods  occurred i n  1937, though t h e r e  have been l e s s e r  inunda t ions  s i n c e  t h a t  
t ime. New M a r t i n s v i l l i a n s  have a l s o  used t h e  r i v e r  as a  source o f  en te r ta inment  and 
pagentry,  however. The New M a r t i n s v i l l e  Regatta,  f i r s t  began i n  1925, has 
become an event of n a t i o n a l  s i gn i f i cance ,  a t t r a c t i n g  v i s i t o r s  and p a r t i c i p a n t s  f rom 
f a r  and wide, annua l l y  p u t t i n g  New M a r t i n s v i l l e  "on t he  map", and f r e q u e n t l y  b reak ing  
wo r l d  speed records f o r  hydroboat  r a c i n g  on a  f r e s h  water  course. The p r e s e n t a t i o n  
of The West V i r g i n i a  Governor 's  Cup i s  a  p a r t  o f  t he  Regatta. 

A s  t h e  second h a l f  o f  t h e  20 th  cen tu r y  proceeded, New M a r t i n s v i l l e  con t inued  t o  
grow and prosper .  The V i k i n g  Glass Company, t a k i n g  over t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  New 
M a r t i n s v i l l e  Glass, grew t o  ach ieve f i r s t  s ta te-wide,  then n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  
t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  o f  i t s  many g l a s s  products ,  i n c l u d i n g  hand-blown a r t  ob j ec t s .  New 
M a r t i n s v i l l e  has developed, i n  t h i s  t ime  per iod ,  an e x c e l l e n t  park  system t h a t  i s  t h e  
envy o f  many o the r  l a r g e r  communit ies. However, the  growth changed d i r e c t i o n  f r om  
t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  "downtown" o r  Main S t r e e t ,  and began t o  develop i n  a h i g h l y  
concen t ra ted  manner along S t a t e  Koute 2, t h e  major  nor th -sou th  highway rou te ,  i n  an 
area t h a t  had h i t h e r t o f o r e  been p r i m a r i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l .  Th is  development has 
con t inued  apace, b r i n g i n g  new bus iness i n t o  t h e  community w h i l e  l eav i ng  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
" h e a r t "  of t he  community a long  Main S t r e e t .  Both county and c i t y  government, 
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however, remain i n  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  h e a r t  o f  t h e  community, g i v i n g  emphasis t o  t h e  
need t o  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y  which, by  i t s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  and 
h i s t o r i c  ambiance, render  i t  e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  as t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  New 
M a r t i n s v i  1 l e  and, indeed, Wetzel County, h i s t o r y .  
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