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HISTORIC 

Goff, Nathan, Jr., House 

AND/OR COMMON 

 LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

463 West M a i n  S t r e e t  
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
C la rksburg  - VICINITY OF F i r s t  

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  5 4  H a r r i s o n  033 

 CLASSIFICATION . . 

CATEGORY - OWNERSHIP . -  .. . STATUS. .  PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 
X_BUILDING(S) X-PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 
-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUlSlTlON ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-OBJECT -IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES: UNRESTRICTED -1 NDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

:NO -MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME 
Mrs.  Judge Nathan Gof f 

STREET& NUMBER 

463 West M a i n  S t r e e t  

CITY. TOWN STATE 
Clarksburg - VICINITY OF West V i r g i n i a  

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

OF H a r r i s o n  County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Ma in  S t r e e t  
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Clarksburg West V i r g i n i a  

 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL S T A T E  -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Goff proper ty  s i t s  l i k e  an o a s i s  i n  t h e  c i t y  of Clarksburg, an o ld  house 
surrounded by an o f f i c e  bu i ld ing ,  f i r e  s t a t i o n  and parking l o t .  An o r n a t e  i r o n  
fence  wi th  two ga t e s  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  l o t  and i t s  s e v e r a l  bu i ld ings .  A conc re t e  walk 
l eads  through one of these  openings t o  t h e  f r o n t  porch, whi le  a  driveway l eads  along 
t h e  e a s t e r n  edge of t h e  proper ty  t o  a  co l lapsed  c a r r i a g e  house near  t he  sou theas t  
co rne r  through the  o the r ,  a  l a r g e ,  double g a t e  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t .  The t h r e e - s t o r y  
b r i c k  house i s  s i t u a t e d  near  t h e  wes tern  edge of t h e  l o t  and has a  l a r g e  yard on 
t h e  e a s t e r n  s i d e .  A few s i z a b l e  t r e e s  a r e  d ispersed  over t h e  proper ty ,  and t h e r e  
a r e  rhododendron and o the r  shrubs around the  house. To t h e  r e a r  of t h e  main dwell ing 
s t a n d s  a  two-story b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  which was used a t  one time a s  a  s e r v a n t s '  q u a r t e r s .  

Nathan Goff 's  house i s  a  h igh  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  w i th  mansard roo f ,  g iv ing  t h e  
appearance of t h e  French Second Empire s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  wi th  s e v e r a l  f e a t u r e s  
which may be r e l a t e d  t o  t he  Queen Anne. The two-story b r i c k  wa l l s  a r e  broken i n  
numerous p l aces  by bays and p r o j e c t i o n s ,  some of which a r e  two s t o r i e s  whi le  o t h e r s  
a r e  only  one. A p r o j e c t i o n  on t h e  f r o n t  e l eva t ion ,  t o  t h e  west of t h e  porch, i s  
t h r e e  s t o r i e s  t a l l ,  inc luding  mansard roof and dormer. 

The r ed  b r i c k  wa l l s  a r e  l a i d  i n  a  common bond. Double h o r i z o n t a l  bands (made 
up of two courses  of dark,  almost b lack ,  b r i c k s  s epa ra t ed  by a  course  of r ed  b r i c k )  
e n c i r c l e  t h e  house a t  four  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s .  The f i r s t  s e t  i s  l oca t ed  about two 
f e e t  above t h e  bottom of  t h e  f i r s t - s t o r y  windows, and t h e  second i s  one cour se  above 
t h e  l i n t e l s  on these  windows. On t h e  second f l o o r  t h e  bands a r e  one course  above 
both t h e  s t o n e  s i l l s  and l i n t e l s .  

The s la te -covered  mansard roof i s  broken on a l l  s i d e s  by dormers which a r e  
capped w i t h  s t e e p  gabled r o o f s  which have deco ra t ive  woodwork i n  t h e i r  peaks. An 
i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  a r e  t h e  two smal l  dormers l oca t ed  between 
t h e  t h r e e  major dormers and s e t  back nea r  t h e  top of t h e  f i r s t  s lope  of t h e  mansard 
roo f .  The windows i n  t he  dormers c o n t a i n  a  small ,  one-over-one, s a sh  toward t h e  
f r o n t  of t h e  house, whi le  those  n e a r e r  t h e  r e a r  have two l i g h t s  i n  each sash .  A l l  
dormer openings have dressed  sandstone l i n t e l s  and s i l l s .  The s lope  of t h e  mansard 
roof i s  broken about two f e e t  from t h e  c o r n i c e  by a  r a i n  g u t t e r  which i s  dra ined  
by down-pipes l oca t ed  a t  t h e  s i d e s  of  t h e  house. Four wide, o r n a t e  b r i c k  chimneys 
p r o j e c t  £ran  t h e  corners  a t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  bu i ld ing  and near  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
r o o f .  

Windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  about twelve f e e t  h igh ,  and those  on t h e  second 
l e v e l  a r e  roughly t e n  f e e t  h igh .  Openings over  t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e  porches con ta in  
s t a i n e d - g l a s s  sash .  A l l  windows have dressed  sandstone l a b e l  moldings and s i l l s .  

Decorat ive woodwork and b racke t s  make up t h e  co rn i ce .  The f l a t - r o o f e d  f r o n t  
porch a l s o  has  deco ra t ive  s c r o l l  b racke t s  under i t s  eaves and i s  supported by two 
square  b r i c k  p i l l a r s  topped by a  cut-sandstone c a p i t a l .  The porch f l o o r  and s t e p s  
a r e  cons t ruc t ed  of cut-sandstone b locks ,  as  i n  t h e  foundat ion of t h e  house. 

A f u l l  basement u n d e r l i e s  t h e  bu i ld ing .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  con ta ins  f i v e  l a r g e  
rooms w i t h  c e i l i n g s  between t h i r t e e n  and fou r t een  f e e t  high.  The window w e l l s  
house f o l d i n g  i n t e r i o r  wooden s h u t t e r s .  When t h e  b u i l d i n g  was cons t ruc ted ,  t h e  
second f l o o r  included four  l a r g e  bedrooms and two ba ths ,  one of which was a  p r i v a t e  
one f o r  M r .  Goff, whi le  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  was devoted t o  s e rvan t s '  q u a r t e r s ,  w i t h  
space f o r  i ron ing  and dry ing  c l o t h e s  and a  l a r g e  water  tank which suppl ied  t h e  ba ths  
and water  c l o s e t s .  
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC A R C H E O L U G Y : P R E H I S T O R I C  -COMMUNITY P L A N N I N G  -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

- 1  400-1499 - A R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-1 500-1 599 A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

-1  600-1 699 ZARCHITECTURE' -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

-1  700-1799 A R T  - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC -THEATER 

X1 8 C O - 1 8 9 9  XCOMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

~ 1 9 0 0 -  -COMMUNICATIONS XI NDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

- INVENTION 

- 
SPECIFIC DATES 1880-1883 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Sloan and Balderston 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Nathan Goff, Jr., House, a  f a i r  and wel l -preserved  example of modified 
Second Empire s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  w i th  f e a t u r e s  adapted from t h e  Queen Anne, i s  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  l i f e s t y l e  of i t s  b u i l d e r ,  one of Clarksburg 's  most prominent 
c i t i z e n s  of t h e  pos t -C iv i l  War e r a .  Goff was considered t o  be one of t h e a r e a ' s g r e a t  
o r a t o r s  and p o l i t i c i a n s  of h i s  day, and dur ing  h i s  l i f e t i m e  he he ld  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of 
Congressman, United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  Attorney, United S t a t e s  C i r c u i t  Court Judge, 
United S t a t e s  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Navy, United S t a t e s  Senator and, f o r  many yea r s ,  head 
of t h e  Republican Pa r ty  i n  West V i rg in i a .  Although he  spent  much of h i s  l i f e  i n  
pub l i c  s e r v i c e ,  h i s  bus ines s  e n t e r p r i s e s  were a l s o  of  g r e a t  va lue  t o  Clarksburg and 
t h e  surrounding a rea ,  f o r  h i s  i n t e r e s t  and investment i n  many of t h e  e a r l y  i n d u s t r i e s  
and commercial e n t e r p r i s e s  were ins t rumenta l  i n  t h e  es tab l i shment  and development of 
much o f  t h e  commerce and indus t ry  of t h e  v i c i n i t y .  

The th ree - s to ry ,  mansard-roofed b r i c k  house was b u i l t  between 1880 and 1883 of 
most ly l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  gathered from  off's own lands .  The house was designed,  
fo l lowing   off's e x p l i c i t  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  by t h e  Ph i l ade lph ia  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f i r m  of 
Sloan and Balderston,  which purchased b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  not  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
Clarksburg,  such a s  hardware, furnace  and bathroom equipment, and h i r e d  experienced 
br i -ck layers  f o r  t h e  o u t s i d e  b r i c k  work. Goff superv ised  every d e t a i l  of t h e  construc-  
t i o n ,  chose t h e  m a t e r i a l s ,  con t r ac t ed  f o r  d e l i v e r y ,  h i r e d  the  necessary  labor ,  and 
corresponded a t  l ength  w i t h  h i s  ~ h i l a d e l ~ h i a  agents  about cons t ruc t ion  problems. 

Excavation f o r  t h e  basement began e a r l y  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1880, and t h e  s tone  
foundat ion  and much of t h e  e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  were i n  p l ace  by l a t e  f a l l .  The brickwork 
was done w i t h  s p e c i a l  c a r e ,  each b r i c k  be ing  hand-rubbed, pa in t ed . and  l a i d  wi th  b lack  
mortar .  The house was under roof i n  June of  1881, b u t ,  a s  usua l ,  i n t e r i o r  work went 
more s lowly  and the  furnace  was no t  i n s t a l l e d  u n t i l  t h e  f a l l  of 1882. The r e s idence  
was completed i n  t h e  summer of 1883. Meanwhile, Goff had cons t ruc ted  o t h e r  b r i c k  
bu i ld ings  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  dwel l ing  t o  house t h e  s e r v a n t s  and t h e  c a r r i a g e s .  The 
$10,000 r e s idence  (Goff 's  o r i g i n a l  e s t ima te )  was f o r t y - e i g h t  f e e t  wide wi th  two b r i c k  
s t o r i e s  and a  s l a t e  mansard roof .  It was probably one of  t h e  more imposing houses 
i n  Clarksburg,  b e f i t t i n g  one of i t s  most prosperous c i t i z e n s .  

Nathan Goff, Jr., son of a  businessman of  no te ,  was born i n  Clarksburg i n  1843. 
He a t t ended  Northwestern Academy, a  l o c a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  school ,  u n t i l  1860, when he  
e n r o l l e d  a t  Georgetown College i n  Washington, D.C. With t h e  beginning of t h e  C i v i l  
War, Goff became a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  Company C, Third Regiment of V i r g i n i a  Volunteers  
(Union), and a f t e r  much a c t i o n  and many c o n f l i c t s  t h e  then Major Goff was captured  
a t  Medley, West V i rg in i a ,  by t h e  Confederates i n  1864. Taken t o  Libby Pr i son  i n  
Richmond, he  was p u t  i n  s o l i t a r y  confinement and h e l d  a s  a  hos tage  f o r  a  Confederate 
major,  Thomas Armsey, who was being h e l d  by t h e  United S t a t e s  a s  a  spy. Af t e r  much 
l e t t e r  w r i t i n g  and r e q u e s t s  by numerous people,  t h e  Federa ls  were persuaded t o  exchange 
Armsey f o r  G ~ f f .  Af t e r  h i s  exchange, he  had an in t e rv i ew wi th  Pres ident  Lincoln and 
Sec re t a ry  of War Stanton,  and t h i s  i s  s a i d  t o  have con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  adoption of  a  
more l i b e r a l  po l i cy  by t h e  f e d e r a l  government toward r e l e a s i n g  and exchanging s i c k  
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8 .  SIGNIFICANCE (cont inued)  

and wounded p r i sone r s .  
Goff was discharged a f t e r  h i s  exchange and then  a t tended  law school  i n  New 

York f o r  t h r e e  months. I n  March 1865, he app l i ed  f o r  and rece ived  admission t o  t h e  
bar  i n  Harr i son  County. Af te r  marrying Laura E.  Despard i n  November 1865, he  joined 
t h e  law f i r m  of h i s  fa ther - in- law,  Burton Despard. Henceforth,  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 
bus iness  c a r e e r s  f l o u r i s h e d .  I n  1866 he  became a c t i v e  i n  p o l i t i c s  and was e l ec t ed  
t o  t h e  West V i rg in i a  House of  Delegates .  He was appointed United S t a t e s  D i s t r i c t  
Attorney f o r  West V i r g i n i a  i n  1868. In 1870 and 1874 he was a  cand ida t e  f o r  United 
S t a t e s  Congress and ran  f o r  governor i n  1876. He was temporary Sec re t a ry  of t h e  
Navy f o r  t h r e e  months i n  1880 and 1881, and i n  1883 he  was e l e c t e d  t o  Congress from 
t h e  s t a t e ' s  f i r s t  d i s t r i c t .  E lec ted  governor by a  small  ma jo r i t y  of  t h e  popular 'vote 
i n  1888, t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  decided aga ins t  him when h i s  opponent con te s t ed  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  
By t h i s  t ime Goff had become head of t h e  Republican Par ty  i n  West V i r g i n i a  and was 
we l l  known i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  country.  He was appointed a  judge of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  C i r c u i t  Court i n  1891, a  p o s i t i o n  he r e t a i n e d  u n t i l  1913, having been o f f e r e d  
and d e c l i n i n g  a  c a b i n e t  pos t  i n  Pres ident  McKinley's admin i s t r a t i on  du r ing  t h i s  s e r -  
v i c e .  Af te r  r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  judge, he accepted t h e  p o s i t i o n  of United S t a t e s  Senator 
and remained i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  u n t i l  1919. H i s  son, Guy D. Goff, was a l s o  a U.S. Senator.  

 off's bus ines s  and f i n a n c i a l  dea l ings  a d v a n c e d a s r a p i d l y  a s  h i s  pub l i c  c a r e e r .  
Af t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, h e  inves t ed  i n  and helped t o  organize  coa l ,  o i l  and gas companies, 
bu t  t h e s e  were n o t  of much consequence. In  1881, though, upon t h e  dea th  of h i s  f a t h e r ,  
Goff became a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of a  s i z a b l e  e s t a t e ,  and a s  t h e  yea r s  went by he  g radua l ly  
purchased t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of o t h e r  h e i r s .  H e  became p r e s i d e n t  of t he  Merchants Nat ional  
Bank upon t h e  dea th  of  h i s  unc le ,  Nathan Goff, i n  1885 and c h i e f  h e i r  and executor  of 
t h i s  man's e s t a t e .  

Goff and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  bought Clarksburg 's  Republican newspaper i n  1890. I n  
1891 they  formed t h e  Elk H i l l  Coal and Coke Company and t h e  Commercial Coal and Coke 
Company. When t h e  Baltimore and Ohio Rai lroad bought some of  h i s  land i n  1892 f o r  
a  s t a t i o n  and roundhouse t o  be loca t ed  no r th  of Clarksburg, Goff l a i d  out  a  develop- 
ment on both s i d e s  of t h e  t r a c k s  and b u i l t  a  b r idge  over  Elk Creek t o  connect t h e  
a r e a  wi th  Four th  S t r e e t  i n  Clarksburg, thus opening up what was c a l l e d  Glen Elk. In  
1898 h e  so ld  t h e  b r idge  t o  t he  c i t y .  

I n  1889 Goff began buying land f o r  o i l  specu la t ion .  O i l  w e l l s  were a  good inves t -  
ment f o r  Goff, and by t h e  time of h i s  dea th  i n  1920 h e  had an o i l  investment worth 
almost $700,000. H i s  income from o i l  s a l e s  between 1899 and 1907, a lone ,  amounted t o  
over  one m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  By 1903 ~ o f g  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  owned and c o n t r o l l e d  both 
t h e  gas and e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s  supplying Clarksburg and combined them i n t o  one company. 
Much of  h i s  o i l  income was inves t ed  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  and h e r e  he  b u i l t  t h r e e  l a r g e  com- 
merc i a l  and o f f i c e  s t r u c t u r e s  and t h e  Waldo Hotel .  The l a t t e r ,  seven s t o r i e s  h igh  
wi th  135 rooms and c o s t i n g  over  $400,000, was t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  Clarksburg and one of 

t h e  most e l a b o r a t e  i n  West V i r g i n i a  when i t  was completed i n  1904. 
I n  1911 and 1912 Goff d r i l l e d  t h i r t e e n  gas w e l l s  on h i s  Oak ~ o u n d  farm. The 

Owens B o t t l e  Company e s t a b l i s h e d  a f a c t o r y  on p a r t  of t h i s  land,  and t o  supply t h e  
o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  gas,  Goff d r i l l e d  twenty-one a d d i t i o n a l  w e l l s .  H i s  t o t a l  gas 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

investment in the Oak Mound property amounted to slightly over $214,000; his return 
on these investments in gas sales between 1914 and 1919 totaled more than $200,000. 
Such were the fortunes of Judge Nathan Goff. 
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