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HISTORIC 

Municipal  ~ u i l d i n g  - o f  Bluef i e l d ,  West V i r g i n i a  -- 
AND/OR C O M M O N  

O l d  B l u e f i e l d  Municipal  B u i l d i n g  

STREET & NUMBER 

514 Bland S t r e e t  -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. T O W N  CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

B l u e f i e l d  - VICINITY OF Four th  
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r q i n i a  54 Mercer 055 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY O W N E R S H I P  STAT U S PRESENT USE 

-DISTRICT XPUBLIC &OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

XBUILDING(SI -PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED -COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I N  PROGRESS -EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-SITE PUBLIC A C a U l S l T l O N  ACCESSIBLE -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-OBJECT -IN PROCESS XYES RESTRICTED XGOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTSILT'; - INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

- N 0 -MILITARY -OTHER 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 

200 Rogers-Street - - -- -.----.--a- - 
CITY T O W N  STATE 

Bluef  i e l d  - VICINITY O F  West V i r g i n i a  24701 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC M~~~~~ county ~ ~ ~ t h ~ ~ ~ ~  
STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse  - - Square  
CITY T O W N  STATE 

P r i n c e t o n  West V i r q i n i a  24740 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

DEPOSITORY FOS 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY T O W U  STATE 



a DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED XORIGINAL SiTE 

 ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

- - - - . - . - - -.. - - - - - - 
DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT AND ORIGINAL i i F  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Old B l u e f i e l d  Municipal Building i n  B l u e f i e l d ,  Mercer County, West 
V i r g i n i a ,  s t ands  on a p r o m n t o r y  a t  the corner  of Bland and Rarnsey S t r e e t s  
over looking  t h e  downtown bus ines s  d i s t r i c t .  The eas t e rn  o r  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  
facade  f ac ing  Bland S t r e e t  i s  a  f u l l  t h r e e  s t o r i e s  i n  h e i g h t ,  while  t h e  western 
o r  r e a r  e l eva t ion  r i s e s  b u t  two s t o r i e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  the 
b u i l d i n g  a g a i n s t  a  h i l l s i d e .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  p l ans  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g  were 
produced by Wilbur T. b??lls, a  succes s fu l  a r c h i t e c t  of Columbus, Ohio, and 
by Garry & Sheffy,  l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  who h e l d  a s s o c i a t e  s t a t u s  wi th  M r .  Mills 
on t h e  p r o j e c t .  The Old Municipal ~ u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  i n  1924 .  

A c i t y  l o t  140 f e e t  square i s  nea r ly  covered by t h e  b u i l d i n g .  The 
commanding and r a t h e r  s i z a b l e  dimensions of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  were enhanced 

- w i t h  Neo-Classical R e m i  s tyT1m-an a r c k k t e c t u r a l  mode popular  i n  p u b l i c  
b u l l d l n g s  -y twen t i e th  century  - 

I 

The c o n t r a c t o r ' s  use of heavy and durable  m a t e r i a l s  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
i n c l u d i n g  s t r u c t u r a l  s t e e l  and r e i n f o r c e d  conc re t e ,  produced a  b u i l d i n g  o f  
l a s t i n g  q u a l i t y .  The s o l i d  masonry wa l l s  a r e  faced on t h e  e x t e r i o r  wi th  
Wil l iamsport ,  Ohio, i m ~ e r v i o u s  b r i c k ,  and with Buff Bedford l imestone t r i n .  

The bu i ld ing  i s  dominated by a  three-s tory  high peclimented c e n t r a l  
p a v i l i o n .  The base of  t l i s  u n i t  i s  comprise2 of t h r e e  arched openings t h a t  
form t h e  major en t rance  of  t he  b u i l d i n g  and c a r r i e s  above i t  fou r  engaged 
I o n i c  columns and a  t r i a n g u l a r  pediment. The s h a f t  o f  each l imes tone  colwnn 
is comprised of t h r e e  drums. Rus t i ca t ed  b r i ck  f l ank ing  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n  
a t  t h e  ground f l o o r  l e v e l  i s  seen on tFle e a s t ,  nor th  and south  e l e v a t i o n s .  
A l imestone be l t cou r se  e n c i r c l e s  t h e  bui ld ing  between t h e  f i r s t  and second 
s t o r i e s .  Addi t iona l  s t o n e  d e t a i l i n g  i s  seen i n  t h e  e n t a b l a t u r e  beneath t h e  
b r i c k  parape t  t h a t  i s  adorned wi th  modil l ion b racke t s .  

* 

The no r th  (Fansey S t r e e t )  and south e l eva t ions  a r e  d iv ided  by b r i c k  
p i l a s t e r s  t h a t  f e a t u r e  l imes tone  I o n i c  c a p i t a l s  carved wi th  egg and d a r t  
and f r u i t  swag r e l i e f s .  

The p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  Old X m i c i p a l  Bui ld ing  i s  a  
t h ree - s to ry  high lobby (a t r ium)  t h a t  i s  centered  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f f  t he  
f r o n t  en t rance .  The space  i s  n a t u r a l l y  l i qh tedwi thmul t i -paned  skyl i r jh t s  
s e t  wi th in  n ine  p r i n c i p a l  c o f f e r s .  The enr iched  p l a s t e r  mouldings embel l i sh ing  
t h e  lobby c e i l i n g  inc lude  conso le s ,  keystones and cove c o r n i c e s .  The t h r e e  
l e v e l s  of t h e  lobby a r e  open c o r r i d o r s  o r  g a l l e r i e s  on t h e  e a s t ,  n o r t h  and 
south s i d e s  of t he  lobby rotunck.  The g a l l e r i e s  a r e  reached by a f i v e - f l i g 5 t  
s t a i r  from t h e  no r th  and south  s i d e s  of  t he  lobby f l o o r ,  The g a l l e r y  openings 
a t  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  l e v e l  a r e  t r a b e a t e d ;  those of the second, s egnen ta l ;  and 
t h o s e  of t h e  t h i r d ,  round-arched. 

The c i t y c l e r k ,  c i t y  t r e a s u r e r  and p o l i c e  department were housed i n  
o f f i c e s  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The B l u e f i e l d  Pub l i c  Library 
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was l o c a t e d  on t h e  south s i d e  of t h e  same f l o o r .  

The second f l o o r  provided o f f i c e s  f o r  t he  c i t y  manager, purchasing agent ,  
eng inee r ing  department and h e a l t h  department.  A s u i t e  of handsome rooms was 
a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  c i t y  d i r e c t o r s  on t h e  same f l o o r  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
e a s t  f r o n t .  

A j a i l  l o c a t e d  above t h e  audi tor ium was reached by a  s p e c i a l  p r i v a t e  
s t a i rway  and e l e v a t o r  l ead ing  up from t h e  p o l i c e  department.  The p o l i c e  c o u r t ,  
a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  j a i l ,  was s i t u a t e d  on the  t h i r d  f l o o r .  

I n t e g r i t y  of  t h e  Old B l u e f i e l d  Municipal Building must be considered good 
d e s p i t e  minor changes r e s u l t i n g  from heavy use of t he  b u i l d i n g  ove r  t h e  l a s t  
h a l f  cen tu ry .  Some s t r u c t u r a l  damage i s  evident  i n  t he  form of  c racks  i n  some 
e x t e r i o r  w a l l s ;  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of t h e  b r i c k  parape t  on the  southwest e l e v a t i o n  
must be looked i n t o .  The upper w a l l s  of  t h e  lobby, i nc lud ing  s e v e r a l  p l a s t e r  
conso le s ,  were damaged by l e a k i n g  water  which s e e p 2  5 r o u g h  t h e  roof  of t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  housing t h e  lobby s k y l i g h t .  (The roof 5 3 s  been r e p a i r e d . )  The major 
a l t e r a t i o n  of the  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  occured with t h e  adapt ion of  t he  audi tor ium 
t o  pa rk ing  space needs. The o r i g i n a l  metal skelsf,2: suppor t ing  t h e  arched 
c e i l i n g  and blank l u n e t t e s  s u r v i v e s ,  a s  does the  p l a s t e r  mouldings around the  
proscenium. The small  audi tor ium e a s t  en t rance  32.s enlarged  f o r  t r a f f i c ,  t h e  
f l o o r  and s e a t i n g  removed, and t h e  balcony enc lcsed .  

T. 

Today (1979) ,  t h e  Old Municipal Building s t a n d s  nea r ly  empty. Though c i t y  
o f f i c e s  have r e loca t ed  t o  a  l a r g e r  and newer f a c i l i t y ,  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  
n o t  be l o s t .  The p r e s e n t  c i t y  admin i s t r a t i on  had nnde a  p u b l i c  commitment t o  -- / _-- -_-  - - -  
p h y s i c a l l y  r e s t o r e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n x  adapt  it f o r  t t ,e p u b l i c  good and use.  Th;'e _ _ -  

~ u X ? t o r i m - w i l l  be g s t o r d ,  a n d p l T y s  Gil i  again b~ produce5 on--irs -s~ag'e - Q l d  
meeting rooms w l l l  be reopened f o r  t h e  use of l o c a l  ~ r g a n i z a t i o n s .  
B l u e f i e l d  Municipal Bul ld lng  w i l l  become, thereby ,  an i n p o r t a n t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  --- 

d  h i s t o r i c  p3es- i ng  f o r  m - ~ ~ s y  virgin-i-a'. - \- - - - -- -- -- - - -- -- --- - 
-+ 

-1 
\ 
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ARCHEOLUGY-PSEHISTORIC XCOMMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE .-RELIGION 

J R C H E O L O G Y - h I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE --SCULPTURE 

LARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY - S O C I A V H U M A N I T A R i A N  

A R T  .-ENGINEERING .-MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE -EXPLORATION,SETTLEMENr -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMIJNICATIONS -INDUSTKY X_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

-INVENTION 

.- 

A r c h i t e c t ,  ~ c l b u r  T. Mills 
SPECIFIC DATES 1924 BUILDER/ARCHITECT ASS ~ i a t e d  Garry & she f f ey  

- ~ u l f a e r ,  H I A . ,  Lucas 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Old Municipal Bui ld ing  a t  B l u e f i e l d ,  Mercer County, West V i r g i n i a ,  w a s  
b u i l t  i n  1924 t o  house o f f i c e s  o f  a l l  p r i n c i p a l  c i t y  government depar taen ts .  The 

b u i l d i n g  was designed by an impor tan t  Columbus, Ohio, a r c h i t e c t  i n  t h e  Neo- 
C l a s s i c a l  Revival s t y l e  t o a c c o m o d a t e t h e  expanding needs o f  B l u e f i e l d ,  a  m j o r  
c o m ~ e r c i a l  c e n t e r  and gateway t o  sou the rn  West V i r g i n i a ' s  g r e a t  Pocahontas c o a l  
f i e l d s .  The Old Municipal Bui ld ing  wi th  i t s  o f f i c e s  f o r  t h e  Ci ty  Clerk ,  C i ty  
T r e a s u r e r ,  P o l i c e  Department, P u b l i c  L ib ra ry ,  C i ty  Manager, Purchasing Agent, 
Engineer ing Department, Hea l th  Department and C i ty  Soard of D i r e c t o r s ,  became 
t h e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  symbol o f  governnent i n  S l u e f i e l d  and a f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  a lmost  
a l l  p u b l i c  a c t i v i t i e s .  Tnese a c t i v i t i e s  extended a l s o  t o  c u l t u r a l  even t s  he ld  
i n  t h e  municipal audi tor ium o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and t o  p u b l i c  o r d e r  when lawbreakers 
w e r e  e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  Municipal B u i l d i n q ' s  j a i l .  

, 
During a pe r iod  of  l e s s  t han  a  cen tu ry ,  t h e  C i ty  o f  B l u e f i e l d  has  b u i l t  

and occupied t h r e e  c i t y  b u i l d i n g s .  The ex9ansion of  t h e  c i t y ' s  popu la t i on ,  
commerce and weal th ,  ha s  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  new bu i ld ings ,  a l though t h e  Ci ty  
Fa the r s  would never have guessed i n  1924 t h a t  t h e i r  new Municipal Bui ld ing  
would r each ,  i n  l i t t l e  over  f i f t y  y e a r s ,  a p o i n t  of obsolescence.  

B l u e f i e l d  was i nco rpo ra t ed  i n  1889, fo l lowing  t h e  ex tens ion  i n t o  t h e  reg ion  
o f  t h e  Norfolk and Western Rai l road .  I n  1888, t h e  f i r s t  shop f a c i l i t i e s  of  the 
, r a i l r o a d  were e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  B l u e f i e l d ,  and B l u e f i e l d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  t h e  

d i v i s i o n  p o i n t  of  t h e  ra i lway .  The gene ra l  o f f i c e s  of t h e  Norfolk and Western 
Rai l road  w e r e  moved t o  t h e  coz2any's  B l u e f i e l d  Inn i n  1909. An impor tan t  
f a c t o r  i n  t h e  choice of  B l u e f i e l d  a s  t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  shops and ya rds  
i s  t h a t  B l u e f i e l d ,  wi th  an e l e v a t i o n  of  2557 f e e t ,  i s  t h e  t o p  of t h e  mainl ine 
from Columbus t o  Norfolk,  and t h i s  pe rmi t t ed  g r a v i t y  swi tch ing  i n  e i t h e r  
d i r e c t i o n .  The r a i l r o a d  t h a t  opened t h e  Pocahontas c o a l  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  1880s, 
saw i t s  c o a l  t r a f f i c  of  1900 double t h a t  of  1889, and by 1910, it was seven t imes  
a s  g r e a t  a s  t h a t  of  1889. 

The popula t ion  o f  B l u e f i e l d  grew r a p i d l y  from 1889, and t h e  C i ty  Fa the r s  
i s s u e d  a bond f o r  twenty-f ive thousand d o l l a r s  t o  f inance  t h e  pcrchase o f  a 
l o t  (from Sudduth and Ty le r )  and t o  b u i l d  a  c i t y  bu i ld ing .  I n  1392, t h e  l o t  a t  
t h e  corner  of Bland and Rarnsey S t r e e t s  was secured  (sane s i t e  a s  t h e  Old 
Municipal Bui lding)  and a r e d  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  was e r e c t e d  by c o n t r a c t o r s  Murrel l  
and Wilson. Though it se rved  B l u e f i e l d  wel l  w i th  i t s  a u d i t o r i u z ,  p o l i c e  c o u r t  
and f i r e  department,  t h e  c i t y  g o v e r n m e ~ t ' s  r a p i d l y  expanding needs r equ i r ed  more 
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generous  q u a r t e r s .  The b u i l d i n g  was r a z e d  i n  October  1923,  and r e p l a c e d  a  y e a r  
l a t e r  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  b u i l d i n g .  

P u b l i c  approva l  f o r  i s s u a n c e  o f  bonds was g iven  on June 23 ,  1923,  and a  
c o n t r a c t  f o r  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  p l a n s  awarded s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  t o  a r c h i t e c t  Wilbur 
T. Mills o f  Columbus, Ohio,  and t o  a s s o c i a t e  a r c h i t e c t s ,  Garry and Shef f e y  of  
B l u e f i e l d .  M i l l s  p r a c t i c e d  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Columbus from a b o u t  1895 u n t i l  a b o u t  
1935.  H e  i s  b e s t  remembered f o r  t h e  Davis B u i l d i n g  (1895) a t  85 E a s t  Long S t r e e t  
i n  Columbus (demolished 1977) and f o r  t h e  Columbus P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  (1903-06, i n  
a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  A l b e r t  Randloph Ross o f  New York C i t y ) .  Mills was a  ve ry  a c t i v e  
a r c h i t e c t  i n  s o u t h - c e n t r a l  and s o u t h e r n  !Jest V i r g i n i a  i n  t h e  1920s .  

The Old B l u e f i e l d  Municipal  ~ u i l d i n g  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s t a t e l y  and r a t h e r  a u s t e r e  - _~--__/-- 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e lements  t - m l i c  b u i l d i n g s  s r p l e d  ' - - I n  e d r i y  -cwent%tir 
~ s 1 c l s l r r ; l ~ ~ p r e ; i ~ c n l t e c t u r a ~ ~  LIM-xwL&~~~ ~ l s 2 - d  

- 
i n g  

i s  r t s w a t i o n  a s  one o f  t h e  few qood l o c a l  oxanwlc: i n  e x i s t e q c e .  
~ u r t h a h e  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r e ? - s t o r y  a t r i u m  w i t h  i t s  t h r e e  
s i d e s  o f  g a l l e r i e s  i s  r e f l e c t i v e  o f  t h e  t a l e n t  o r  :.,-. ?Q-lI.s who was t h o u g h t  
i m p o r t a n t  enough i n  West V i r g i n i a  t o  have been o f 5 . e i a l l y  c o n t a c t e d  by t h e  West 
V i r g i n i a  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  Commission i n  1921  t o  a:zs:d i t s  h e a r i n g s  on  t h e  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  an a r c h i t e c t .  I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Cc:-r.ission d a t e d  August 8 ,  1921  
(on l e t t e r h e a d  "The Mills & Mil l spaugh  C o . " ) ,  Kl1s wro te :  "Allow m e  t o  con- 
g r a t u l a t e  you a s  a member o f  t h e  C a p i t o l  Comm.ission i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  M r .  
Cass  G i l b e r t  o f  New York a s  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  your  new C a p i t o l .  P e r s o n a l l y ,  I 

. q u e s t i o n  whether  t h e r e  i s  a n o t h e r  man i n  America ~ ~ 5 2  p s s e s s e s  s o  many q u a l i f i c a -  
t i o n s  f i t t i n g  him t o  h a n d l e  a  commission o f  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r  and magnitude a s  
M r .  G i l b e r t ,  and I f e e l  t h a t  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  C a ? i t o l  Commission h a s  used  more 
t h a t  o r d i n a r y  good judgment i n  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n " .  

C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Old Municipal  B u i l d i n g  b e j a n  i n  March 1924,  under  
c o n t r a c t o r  H . A .  Lucas o f  B l u c f i e l d .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  ~ o r n e r s t o n e  was p l a c e d  on 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  n e a r l y  completed b u i l d i n g  on ?Jovember 1 3 ,  1924.  The 
e v e n t  w a s  one o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n  B l u e f i e l d ' s  h i s t o r y ;  t h e  ceremonies  were 
d i r e c t e d  by t h e  Grand Lodge A . F .  and  A.M. o f  West V i r g i n i a .  bhyor Wi l l i am H. 
Thomas p r e s i d e d  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s p e a k e r  was Rev. Samuel TJ. illoore o f  t h e  l o c a l  

-- P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. The Municipal  B u i l d i n g  was occupied by c i t y  o f f i c i a l s  b y  
t h e  weekend o f  March 29,  1925 ,  and  was o f f i c i a l l y  opened t o  t h e  p u b l i c  on the 
e v e n i n g  o f  May 1 4 ,  1925. 

The Old Municipal  B u i l d i n g  was one o f  a  number o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s  
e r e c t e d  i n  downtown B l u e f i e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  mid-1920s. Others  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
h i g h r i s e  Peery B u i l d i n g  and t h e  B l u e f i e l d  F r e i g h t  Depot. A s  a  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g ,  
t h e  Old Municipal  B u i l d i n g  h o l d s  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  a  syrrkol o f  ~ l u e f i e l d ' s  1920s  
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b u i l d i n g  boom. 

B l u e f i e l d  was among t h e  very  f i r s t  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  na t ion  t o  adopt  t h e  
council-manager form o f  government (a l though i n  B l u e f i e l d  t h e  counci l  i s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a Boardof D i r e c t o r s ) .  It  was t h i s  form o f  government t h a t  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  housed and helped develop f o r  t h e  c i t y .  S ince  t h e  Old Municipal 
Bu i ld ing  was c o m ~ l e t e d ~ t e n  Ci ty  Managers have maintained o f f i c e s  w i t h i n  it. 
One o f  them, M r .  Clarence E. Rid ley ,  went on t o  achieve n a t i o n a l  r ecogn i t i on  a s  
a C i t y  Manager and was appointed t h e  f i r s t  Execut ive Di rec tor  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C i ty  Managers Assoc ia t ion .  

I n  1977, t h e  c i t y  government o f  B l u e f i e l d  moved t o  i t s  new b u i l d i n g .  
( Though t h e  Old Municipal Bui ld ing  has  o u t l i v e d  i t s  usefu lness  a s  a  s e a t  o f  

i government, t h e  c i t y  recognizes  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  t h e  symbol of t h e  community 
t h a t  d i r e c t e d  i t s  day-to-day e v e n t s  f o r  so  many y w  The c i t y h a s  - t h e r e f o r e  
committed i t s e l f  t o  tTTe r e s t o r a t i o n  of  t h i s  landmark and t o  i t s  adap ta t i on  
f o r  p u b l i c  good and z e .  

- 
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