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BESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The PIud k i v e r  Covered Bridge a t  Pfilton, Cabell  County, i s  a s ingle-span,  . . 

modified Hove t r u s s  s t r u c t u r e  which has  incorpora ted  a d d i t i o n a l  suppor t  through 
t h e  u s e  of a c e n t r a l  arch. Probably coi ls t ructed  i n . t h e  second h a l f  of  t h e  n ine-  
t e e n t h  century ,  t h e  b r idge  now s i ts  a t o p  i t s  o l d  cut -s tone  abutments n e a r  t h e  
r i v e r ' s  banks. These are complenented by t h e  s t r e n g t h  of s t e e l  g i r d e r s  p l a c e d  
on both  t h e  r i v e r  and bank s i d e s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  abutments i n  r e c e n t  yea rs .  

S t r u c t u r a l  framing of t h e  b r i d g e  f e a t u r e s  a c e n t r a l  a r c h  which t i e s  i n t o  
' 

the f i r s t  and t e n t h  "X'l-shaped t r u s s e s .  This s l i g h t  modi f i ca t ion  of the Hove 
p a t t e r n  adds s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  The a c t u a l  des ign inc ludes  dou3le supports 
on e i t h e r  s ide  of  t h e  i r o n  t i e - rods  which Howe 'devised f o r  u s e  i n s t e a d  of wooden 
beams. The heavy suppor t s  c r o s s  a t  mid-poPnt between b r i d g e  f l o o r  and roof  w i t h ,  
t h e  "X"-pattern repea ted  between t h e  ' s i d i n g  and t h e  f l o o r  hoards. Roof s u p p o r t s  
c o n s i s t  of  i r o n  r o d s  placed about mid-way between each of t h e  series .of s i d e  trusses, 
These r o d s  a r e  m e t  by wooden beams which forn another "x"-pat'tern a long t h e  r o o f ,  
S id ing  i s  v e r t i c a l  and reaches w i t h i n  about one foo t  o f  t h e  roof overhang. .The roof 
is of c e d a r  shakes.  

From t h e  t i m e  of i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  u n t i l  1971, t h e  b r i d g e  apparen t ly  undem.en.t 
on ly  minor r e p a i r s .  In i971, hoxever, t h e  West V i r g i n i a  Department of Highways, 
t h e  agency r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  maintenance, undertook t h e  t a s k  o f  struc2ural r e s t o r a t i o n  
a t  t h e  u r g i n g  of t h e  Covered Bridge,Garden Club of Milton. Care was taken n o t  t o  
d e s t r o y  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  des ign,  and beams i n  need of replacement o r  r e p a i r  were 
mztched f o r  size and placed i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  The b r idge  floor i s  now 
cnderpinned wi th  s teel  g i r d e r s ,  u t d  ex t ra '  s t e e l  abutments have been added. New 
s i d i n g  and a new f l o o r  were cons t ruc ted .  The roof  suppor t s  w e r e  coz.pletely removed 
and a new roof b u i l t .  

Although many of  t h e  b r idge  suppor t s  had t o  be replaced dur ing  r e n o v a t i o n  and 
t h e  b r i d g e  was combletely s t r i p p e d  of  s i d i n g  end roof ,  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of  d e s i g n  and 
l o c a t i o n  was i n s u r e d ,  Floor ing w a s  s t rengthened and t h e  . s t r u c t u r e  upgraded t o  
handle coimon l o z d s .  1hd River Covered Bridge i s  p r e s e n t l y  i n  good c o n d i t i o n  and 
main ta ins  i t s  p l a c e  a s  one o f  Milton's  nose h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s -  

The b r i d g e  i s  approximately 112 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h  and 14 feet i n  width.  Beams are 
of  d i r n ~ , n s i o ~ ? s  between 6" x 6" and 8" x 8", and t h e  c e n t r a l  a rch  i s  conposed of f o u r  
6" x 4" pianks .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

~~d  River Covered Bridge s t a n d s  about a  century  a f t e r  it Was c o n s t r u c t e d  as a 
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  engineer ing of  wooden b r i d g e s  and t h e i r  p lace  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
network o f  a developing United S t a t e s .  The s t y l e  o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
i s  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  innovat ions  i n  t h e  use  o f  i r o n  as a suppor t ing  material 
developed by W i l l i a n  Ho;~e, b u t  t h i s  b r i d g e  uses  the  added s t r e n g t h  of an  arch,  For 
a long x ~ h i l e  the commerce o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of CabePl County, West Vi rg in ia ,  Ge- 
pended upon t h i s  v a l u a b l e  l i n k  ac ross  t h e  Eiud River. 

The town of Mil ton began growing and prospering with t h e  coming of t h e  Chesapeake 
and Ohio Railway i n  t h e  e a r l y  1870s. Increased business a c t i v i t y  requ i red  b e t t e r  
means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s o  t h e  Cabe l l  County Court Pet a c o n t r a c t  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a 
wooden b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  Hud River i n  l a t e  1874. The l o c a l  pos tmaster  won a t  l e a s t  
p a r t  of t h e  job  of b u i l d i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  and h e  and h i s  workers brought it t o  com- 
p l e t i o n  by l a t e  1875 o r  e a r l y  1876 d e s p i t e  h igh  water  i n  t h e  sp r ing .  The b r idge ' s  
proininence a s  a  landmark became i m e d i a t e l y  c l e a r ,  f o r  when t h e  town of  N i l t o n  was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  1876, i t s  boundary l i s t i n g  began "a t  the sou th  s i d e  cf the  ~ i i l t o n  
b r i d g e  a c r o s s  t h e  Mud River," 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  was undertaken a s  a  p r o j e c t  of the  county c o u r t .  Bridge 
design i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  p a t t e r n  devised by W i l l i a m  Howe about 1840, i n  t h a t  i t  incor -  
poraccs  t h z  "X"-truss ir! wooden beams and tk2 major  v e r t i c a l  suppor t s  i n  i r o n  t i e  r o d s  
r a t h e r  t h a n  wood, The Mud River Bridge c a r r i e s  t h e  bas ic  s t y l e  a  l i t t l e  f a r t h e r ,  
though, f o r  t h e  t r u s s e s  a r e  doubled, two s e t s  of crossbeams be ing  placed between each 
set of  t i e  rods .  To provide a d d i t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h ,  the  s t r u c t u r e  has  a  wooden arch.  

The Yud River Covered Bridge p ro~r ided  a g rez t l y  improved means of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
2nd b d t t e r  f low of c o m e r c e  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  s e c t i o n  of Cabell County when cons t ruc ted .  
Even though i t  was b u i l t  about t h e  t i n e  of  t h e  l ey ing  of t h e  Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railway through t h e  a r e a  wSen t h e  long d i s t a n c e  t r a f f i c  f r o n  e a s t  and west  on t h e  o l d  
James River  and Kanawha Turnpike was much diminished, i t  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  movemsnt of 
goods and people  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  depots  and around t h e  surrounding countrys ide .  
Maintenance records  f r o n  1891 stress t h e  importznce of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  a r e a r s  
c o m e r c e ,  f o r  t h e  county c o u r t  was w i l l i n g  t o  pay $110.09 f o r  needed r e p a i r s .  Since 
t h e  b r i d g e  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  an a r e a  of s t e e p  banks and rough t e r r a i n ,  f o r d i n g  t h e  strem 
would have been d i f f i c u l t .  Outlying farmers  and townspeople a l i k e  would have a p p r e c i z t e  
t h e  a v a i l e b i l i t y  of such a  key a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system. 

N i l t o n ,  then, i s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  Rave a  usable  covered b r i d g e  which i s  s t r u c t u r a l l y  
sound and a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  The engineering of t h e  b r i d g e  u a s  an advance 
i n  d e s i g n  and s t r e c g t h ,  f o r  it improved t h e  t r u s s  p a t t e r n  developed by Howe w i t h  its 
Zouble, "X"-shaped beans and added t h e  suzpor t  of an zrch, The b r i d g e  i s  s t i l l  a n  
i n p o r t a n t  l i n k  between t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e c t i o n s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  PSud River  and is q u i t e  
w e l l  mainta insd a s  an h i s t o r i c  and p r a c t i c a k  a t t r a c t i o n .  
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