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historic "Locust H i l l " ;  "Mountain Home"; Dickson, Robert ,  Homse 

and/or common 'Qountain Home" ( p r e f e r r e d )  

street  & ngmber U .  S . Route 60 - not for pubiication 

city, town f&ite sulphur Springs vicinity o f  congressional district Second 

s t a t e  West V i r g i n i a  code  54 county Greenbr ie r  code 025 

Category Ownership Status Present U s e  
district - pubiic - osc;lpied - agricuiture - museum 

X building(s) - private , - uncccuplod - comrnerclal - park 
s t ruc ture  - both -& work in prosress  - educational X privais res idence  
s i te  Public. Acqirisition Accessible - entertainment - reli$ous 

- objact  - in process  y e s :  restricted - government - scientific 
- being considered - yes:  unrestric!ed - induskial - transportation 

- n o  -- military, - other: 

n2me P .L . Gainer ; John tLT. B e l l ,  I11 

s t r e e t &  number 221 Eas t  Washington S t r e e t  

city, town Lewisburg . - vicinity of state West V i r g i n i a  

ccurihcuoe, registry of deeds ,  etc. Greenbrier  County Courthouse 

street  8 number 200 N. Court S r r e e t  

city, town Lewisburg s ta te  West V i r g i n i a  

6. RopresenCraZkm in Ex$sP!ng Burwzys 

titie has this  prcperty beer: determined elegible? y e s  -8 no 

date  - federal - state - county - focal ---- - 
depository $0: survey records  -- ---- 



Condition Check one Check one 
- . - excellent - detorioraled - unaltered original site 
- good - ruins altered m o v e d  date 
X fair - unexposed 

D=scsibe the  present and originaf ( i f  known) physical appsaranre 

11 Mountain Home", b u i l t  c .  1833 f o r  Robert Dickson, member of a f ami ly  prominent 

i n  t h e  Greenbr ie r  Val ley  f o r  four  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  s t a n d s  on  a  promontory s i x  m i l e s  e a s t  of 
Lewisburg above U.S. Route 60, f a c i n g  Howard Creek and t h e  southwest.  

The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  house i s  noteworthy. La te  Fede ra l  and , 

Roman Revival  e lements  of bo th  t h e  e x t e r i o r  and i n t e r i o r  a l i g n  t o  form a des ign  of d i s -  
t i n c t i o n .  Prominent among such f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  two-story, single-bay p o r t i c o  w i t h  a  
lune t te -adorned  pediment, broad windows headed w i t h  b l i n d  b r i c k  a rches ,  and s u p e r b l y .  
hand-carved i n t e r i o r  woodwork t h a t  may r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f i n e s t  ex t an t  example of  t h e  work 
of mas t e r  c a r v e r  Conrad Burgess i n  t h e  Greenbr ie r  Val ley .  

. . .  , .  . . . . . 
"Mountain Home" i s  a l a r g e  two-story b r i c k  h d k e  with.  a. kitche;?: dl..* Des,p?te 

t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  cond i t i on ,  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  many o r i g i n a l  d e t a i l s  pr'ovides a  
r i c h  sou rce  of i n fo rma t ion  on l o c a l  upper -c lass  housebui lding and d e c o r a t i v e  tkchnique of 
t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  i n  West V i r g i n i a .  

P a i r e d  Roman Dor ic  co lmms of b r i c k . c o n s t r u c t i o n  wi th  p l a s t e r e d  s u r f a c e s  c a r r y  
t h e  two- t ie r ,  s ingle-bay en t r ance  p o r t i c o .  The entryway beneath i s  sumounted  by a 
d e l i c a t e  s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t  and is f l anked  by s i d e l i g h t s  wi th  h e a r t  and oval-shaped 
g l a z i n g  mercbers. F lu t ed  c o l o n n e t t e s  (mul l ions)  s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  from t h e  broad 
c o l o n i a l  door c a r r y  a  carved ,  d e n t a e d  c o r n i c e .  

C l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l  of t h e  e s t e r f a r  is r9pea ted  i n  t h e  l a r g e  square  roouswith 
12-foot  c e i l i n g s  and handsomely carved mante ls ,  paneled wainscot ing,  and r ibbed  door 'and  
window c a s i n g ,  Forty-inch-wide doors  re ra i .2  t h e i r  box 1 0 c k s . ~  F ine  woodwork i s  e v i d e n t  
i n  a 3 - f l i g h t  s tair  w i t h  a  d e l i c a t e l y  molded cont inuous rail. Paneled wainscot ing  adds 
a d d i t i o n a l  n o t e s  of f o r m a l i t y  t o  t h e  open-s t r ing  stair w i t h  carved bracket-work deco ra t -  
i n g  t h e  s t r i n g e r .  

. - 
"Mountain Home", though i n  a s tate  of decay, was rec-ent ly purchased by owners 

who r ecogn ize  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  q u a l i t y  of t h e  p rope r ty ,  and who propose i n  work now begin-  
n ing  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  house. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 

' - 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- l6OL)-l699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
_X_ architecture e d u c a t i o n  . - military - sociatl 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- ccmmerce - exploration.'settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communicaticns - industry - politicsigovernrnent - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates c .  1833 John W . Dunn , master  b u i l d e r  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph] Conrad Burgess, wood-carver 

"Mountain Home", o r i g n i a l l y  c a l l e d  "Locust H i l l " ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because i t  
i s  one  of t h e  b e s t  preserved houses of Greenbr ie r  Val ley  master  b u i l d e r  John W .  Dunn, 
and becuase i t  r e t a i n s  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and w e l l  p reserved  mante ls  and o t h e r  woodwork 
executed by t h e  master  wood-carver Conrad Burgess.  Dunn and Burgess a r e  known t o  have 
pooled t a l e n t s  on s e v e r a l  house b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t s ;  b u t  none, perhaps, exh iE i t  q u a l i t i e s  
of  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  more d r a m a t i c a l l y  than  t f ia t  of t h e  c o m i s s i o n  by Robert Dickson, a 
member of a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  l o c a l  f ami ly .  

Grants  of l a n d  were obta ined  by Joseph Dickson i n  t h e  Howards Creek s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  ve rdan t  Greenbr ie r  Val ley  as e a r l y  a s  1785 (according t o  Ruth Woods Dayton i n  h e r  book, 
Lewisburg Landmarks, p .  59).  Mountain Home was b u i l t  f o r  Robert Dickson, son of Joseph,  
abou t  1833 from b r i c k s  f i r e d  on  t h e  p r a i s e s .  

For well over  a cen tu ry  t h e  Dickson fami ly  r e s i d e d  on t h e  land and became wide ly  
known f o r  t h e  breeding  of q u a l i t y  ho r ses .  Thei r  ho r ses  won numerous awards i n  a d j a c e n t  
c o u n t i e s  and a t  t h e  S t a t e  F a i r  i n  Lewisburg. The Greenbr ie r  Hote l  a t  White Sulphur Sp r i cgs ,  
accord ing  t o  Dayton, w a s  fu rn i shed  r i d i n g  h o r s e s  f o r  i ts  g u e s t s  by t h e  Dicksors for  many 
y e a r s .  Dickson h o r s e s  were a l s o  sought  a f t e r  by pa t rons  i n  neighboring s t a t e s .  

I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ' i n t r u s i v e  developments i n  t h e  form of s e v e r a l  gas  s t a t i o n s  have 
encumbered t h e  landscape  a long  U.S. Route 60 i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Mountain Home. Neverthelesr  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  o ld  landnark  has  not  been compromised. 

The s i g n i f i c a n t  q u a l i t i e s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  l a t e  Fede ra l  and Roman Revival  
(which sugges t  J e f f e r s o n i a n  appea l )  d e s i g n  a r e  ve rnacu la r  and appear  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  r e s -  
i dences  of t h e  Greenbr ie r  Val ley.  Single-bay, two-story p o r t i c o s  w i t h  f an - l i gh ted  tympana 
may be  seen  i n  t h e  r eg ion ;  i n  some i n s t a n c e s  t h e s e  a r e  c a r r i e d  by wood p o s t s  and a r e  of 
s imple  des ign .  It i s  t h e  combination of n o r e  expensive m a t e r i a l s  and d e t a i l ,  and t h e  
presence  of ou t s t and ing  i n t e r i o r  work, t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  Dickson House. 

I 

The la te  Fede ra l  s t y l e  wood mantel of t h e  p a r l o r  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  h i g h  q u a l i t y  of  
ca rv ing  produced by Conrad Burgess.  A deep s h e l f  c a r r i e d  by -en r i ched  consoles  i s  supported 
by f l u t e d  c o l o n n e t t e s .  Th.e f r i e z e  of t h e  mantel  i s  cen te red  w i t h  a t a b l e t  i n c i s e d  w i t h  an  
Adan-style o v a l  f a n .  Flanking t h e  c e n t e r  t a b l e t  a r e  r eces sed  empty panels .  A running 
cour se  of i n c i s e d  u n i t s  o u t l i n i n g  the f i r e  surround i s  dup l i ca t ed  i n  t h e  mantel  s h e l f  
c o r n i c e ,  and i n  t h e  c o r n i c e  of t h e  r o o s 1 s  wainscot ing.  



Dayton, Ruth Wood. Lewisburg Landmarks. Char les ton ,  West V i rg in i a :  Educat ion 
Foundation, Inc. ,  1957, p. 59. 

Turley,  C.E. Report on t h e  "hiountain Home". Department of C u l t u r e  6 His to ry ,  Oct. 31, 1979  

Verbal boundary description and justification 
Stands  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of a 200' square  200' due nor t l  

of U.S. Route 60 and 1000' e a s t  of t h e  Howard Creek Bridge (60114) i n t e r s e c t i o n .  Inc ludes  
, . 

on ly  "'Mountain Home" and imnediate ' .graunds. 

state code county code 
-.--- 

siate code county code 

organization W . V .  Department of Cu l tu re  & His to ry  date J u l y  8 ,  1980 

street 4 number The C u l t u r a l  Center ,  C a p i t o l  Complex telephone 304/ 348-0244 

city or town Char l e s  t on  state W e s t V i r g i n i a  

9 2. S2ate His$oric PgggsyyaPign OP5iee~ @ertiBTesaPj.on 
The evaluated significance of !his property within the state is: 

- national - state A local 

As :he designated Slafe Historic Preservatisn Otiicer fcr the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 {Public Law 89- 
655), 1 heraby norninata this property for inclusion in :he National Register and certify that it has been wduated 
according io tha criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Con-servation and Fiecreation Service. 

t i t  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e m n  o f f i ce r  dare October 3,  1980 

For HC2S uss only - 








