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I .  Name 

his:orlc Morton ~ o u s e  

afld or common Morton House 

2. Location 

street 8 numoer. Union S t r e e t  - n0L.b~ publication 
- - 

Webster S p r i n g s  ci?!. !own - vicinlty of 

West V i r g i n i a  code 054 county Webster code lo1 

3. Classification 
-- 

Ca tego ry  Ownersh ip S ta tus  Present U s e  
- district - public 2 occupied - agriculture - museum 
- Su)lding(s) X private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
2 structure - both - work in progress - educational - - X private residence 
- site Publ ic  Acqu is i t i on  Access ib le  - entertainment - religious 
- object X& in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- bemg considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name X i s s  Xayme Morton 

street ?i number Union S t r e e t  

, , , ,  Webster S p r i n g s  - vicinitv of state W e s t V i r g i n i a  - 

5. Location of Leqal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Webster County Court  House 

street 8 number Court  Square  

city, town Webster  S p r i n g s  state WV 26288 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title N /A has this property been determined eligible? - yes n o  

date -_ federal - state - county - local - 
depositary for survey records 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent - deteriorated xx- unaltered original srte 

- good - ruins - altered 
N /A m o v e d  date - - - . - - - .  

- fair - unexposed 
- 

Describe the prosent and original (if known) physical appearance 

S i t u a t e d  h igh  on a  h i l l  overlooking the  t r a n q u i l  town of Webster Springs,  and 
surrounded by mountain v i s t a s ,  i s  t h e  Morton House, Webster Cou!lty',s on ly  remaining 
example of ou t s t and ing  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

B u i l t  on a  s o l i d  s t o n e  foundat ion ,  t h e  massive red  b r i c k  hause is one of t h e  
l a r g e s t  p r i v a t e  dwel l ings  i n  Webster Spr ings .  Upon f i r s t  viewing the  house,  the most 
ou t s t and ing  f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  two, two and a h a l f  s t o r y  t u r r e t s  t h a t  a r e - c o ~ > $ l l e d  on 
the  no r th  and nor th  west c o r n e r s  of t he  f r o n t  e l eva t ion .  Each t u r r e t  h a s  two double 
hung windows wi th  curved g l a s s  on t h e  f i r s t  two s t o r i e s  and two s i n g l e  pane windows on 
the  top .  Each is  topped with a  c o n i c a l  sh ingled  roof and capped with wooden f i n i a l s .  
The spac ious ,  one s t o r y  porch is ano the r  important f e a t u r e .  I t  wraps t h r e e  q u a r t e r s  
of t h e  way around t h e  house and i s  supported by fou r t een  wooden I o n i c  s t y l e  columns. 
m e  porch i s  e i g h t  f e e t  wide and provides  a  good exanple of V i c t o r i a n  e r a  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  t h e  Queen Ann s t y l e  t h a t  emphasised spacious g a l l e r y  a r e a s .  The house is  s i t u a t e d  i n  a  
l o c a t i o n  t h a t  makes i t  v i s i b l y  prominent from nea r ly  a l l  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  town. 

The c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  house i s  massive i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The main s e c t i o n  
of t h e  house is block shaped and t h e r e  is a  s l i g h t  p ro t rus ion  i n  t h e  r e a r  ex tending  
from t h e  r e g u l a r  massing. The hipped roof i s  massively expansive and t h e  l a r g e  gabled  
dormers a r e  a t  each e l e v a t i o n  and each has  an arched window i n  t h e  P a l l a d i a n  s t y l e .  
Three b r i c k  chimneys, one behind each of t h e  two t u r r e n t s ,  and one i n  t h e  r e a r  crown the  
top of t h e  house. A l l  t h e  windows a t  each e l e v a t i o n  a r e  double hung. There i s  a  s epa ra t e  
one s t o r y  porch on  t h e  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n .  

. . .  1 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
--- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric . - community planning - - landscape architecture religion 
-- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic . - conservation 3-. law -- science 
- 1500-1 599 -- agriculture -- economics -- - literature - sculpture 
- 1600-1699 -x- architecture -- education - military - social1 
- 1700-1799 -- art engineering - music humanitarian 
- 180G-1899 - commerce -- exploration settlement - - philosophy - theater 
3 1900- - communications - industry 2 L  politic~~government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

. , .  

Statement  of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Morton House is s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  being the  home of t h e  Eskr idge  H. Morton, 
a prominent l o c a l  a t t o rney  and e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l  t o  the  West V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Governemnt, 
and a s  being t h e  only remaining ou t s t and ing  example of Queen Ann a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Webster 

County . .. ' . . .  . . .  - - .--. 
- - 

- .  - ,  Explana t ions  .,. : : - . . , I - .  

. . 

- E s k r i d g e  H.. Morton (1866-1940.) was a  man who dedicated. h i s  l i f e  t o  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  
in  Webster County a s  we l l  a s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  of West V i rg in i a .  M r .  Morton was educa ted  i n  
Webster County Schools and was a  graduate  of West V i rg in i a  Univers i ty  and Law School .  
Upon f i n i s h i n g  Law School, he r e tu rned  t o  Webster Spr ings  and en te red  i n t o  a  l a w  
p a r t n e r s h i p  with William C. Woodell. This  p a r t n e r s h i p  l a s t e d  throughout both  mens l i v e s .  
I n  1889, M r .  Morton was e l e c t e d  County Superintendent  of schools  and h e l d  t h a t  p o s t  u n t i l  
1831. I n  1892 he was e l ec t ed  county Prosecut ing  Attorney.  This  p o s i t i o n  he  h e l d  u n t i l  
1902 when he  was e l ec t ed  t o  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  House of Delegates.  I n  1908 he  made an  
unsuccessfu l  b i d  f o r  S t a t e  Attorney General .  During the  next s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  M r .  Morto, 
enjoyed a  prosperous law p r a c t i c e  i n  Webster Springs which was p rospe r ing  from i t s  
heyday a s  a  major r e s o r t  town i n  t h e  Eas te rn  United S t a t e s .  A t . t h i s . t i m e  he  was a  
r e g i o n a l  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Baltimore and Ohio Rai l road .  I n  1916, he was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  
West V i rg in i a  S t a t e  Senate and was i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  f o r  two terms. I n  1922 Governor 
Ephraim Morgan appointed him chairman of t he  West V i rg in i a  Code Commission t h a t  modified 
t h e  West V i rg in i a  law code. I n  1924, E. H. Morton re turned  t o  Webster Sp r ings  and h i s  
law p r a c t i c e .  He died i n  1940 having never r e t i r e d  from work. A book pub l i shed  i n  
1903 t i t l e d  Men of West V i rg in i a  s t a t e d  t h a t  Mr.Xorton is "one of t h e  g r e a t e s t  men. in  
t h e  s t a t e  of h i s  day, with unusual  f o r e s i g h t  and showed l i v e r y  of no l i t t l e  a b i l i t y " .  

The Morton House is a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  as being the  only remaining o u t s t a n d i n g  
example ofQueen Ann a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Webster County. B u i l t  during a  time when Webster 
Spr ings  was enjoying i t s  apex a s  a  r e s o r t  town and lumber i ndus t ry  c e n t e r ,  t h e  house 
r e f l e c t s  t h a t  e r a  i n  i t s  design f o r  g rac ious  l i v i n g .  The house r e t a i n s  a l l  of i ts  o r i g i n 2  
f e a t u r e s  inc luding  the  two towers on the  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  which makes t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
s t r i k i n g  i n  appearance. The g r e a t  wrap-around porch with i t s  wooden columns is  ano the r  
ou t s t and ing  f e a t u r e  t h a t  g ives  t h e  house i ts  Queen Ann appearance. It is c e r t a i n l y  a  
s t r u c t u r e  r ep re sen t ing  a  bygone e r a  bu t  still  r e t a i n s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e g r i t y  and f u n c t i o n  a s  
a p r i v a t e  res idence .  It is one of Webster County's ou ts tanding  landmarks. 

Upon E.H. Mortorts dea th  i n  1940 ownership passed t o  Miss Mayme Morton who i s  s t i l l  
r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  house. She is a  r e t i r e d  Webster County educator .  There h a s  been l i t t l e  
a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  house and much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  e a r l y  20th century  f u r n i s h i n g s  are 

i s t i l l  i n  use .  



9. Major Bibiiographical References 

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t )  

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 112 a c r e  

Cuadranglc name Springs 
U7 M Reterences 

1 5 5 1 5 6 0  14 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

'l i I I I , I  
Zone Easting North~ng 

Verbal  boundary descr ipt ion and jus t i f i ca t ion  

(See C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t )  

L is t  a l l  s ta tes  a n d  count ies for propert ies over lapping s ta te  or  county boundaries 

state x / A  code county code 

sa te  code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
nametitle W i l l i a m T .  Wright 

H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Uni t  
0rganiza:ion WV Dept.  of C u l t u r e  and H i s t o r y  date DecenSzr 23, 1985 

street & number C a p i t o l  Conplex telephone ( 3 0 4 )  348-0240 

crty or. town C h a r l e s t o n ,  state WV 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
-- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state X - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 85- 
565). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

tit'e S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  o f f i c e r /  / /date 2-21-86 
1 

For NPS use onty / 
I hereby cenity that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper  at the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief d Registration 



*PS P O t m  1-rn 
30 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Senrice 

National Register of Historic 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Places 

h t i n w t i o n  sheet Morton House Item number 9 
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Yen o f  West V i r g i n i a  Vol. 11 B i o g r a p h i c a l  P u b l i s h i n g  Co., Ch icago ,  ILL 

I n t e r v i e w  H i s s  Xape Yorton A p r i l  11 ,  1985 B i l l  Wright ,  i n t e r v i e w e r .  
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Continuation sheet Xorton House Itern number Page 2 

Verbal  Boundary Desc r ip t ion :  

Beginning a t  p o i n t l a t  corner  of Union S t r e e t  and abandoned a l l e y  t r a v e l l i n g  south-  
w e s t  150 '  t o  p o i n t  a t  c o m e r  of abandoned a l l e y  and Daniel  S t r e e t ,  thence t r a v e l l i n g  
s o u t h e a s t  a long  Daniel  S t r e e t  100'  t o  p o i n t ,  thence t r a v e l l i n g  approximately n o r t h e a s t  
75' t o  p o i n t ,  thence ,  t r a v e l l i n g  4 0 '  sou theas t  to  po in t  thence t r a v e l l i n g  n o r t h e a s t  - . .---q 
a long  embankzent 75'  t o  p o i n t  on Union S t r e e t ,  thence t r a v e l l i n g  200' along-Union 
S t r e e t  northwest  t o  p o i n t  of beginning.  , , 










