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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

McClung, Colonel Samuel, P lace  

AND/OR COMMON 

Nelson, Oscar, Farm; "Morlunda" (p re fe r r ed )  

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Route 40 (Muddy Creek Nountain Road) -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Lewisburg X VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  54 Greenbr ie r  - 025 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATE G 0 RY OWNERSHIP . STATUS 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC 3 ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 ~ ~  

XBUILDINGIS~ -PRIVATE x -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS >YES RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES. UNRESTRICTED 

- -NO 

OWNER OF PROPERTY . . ... 

PRESENT USE 

%AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER: 

NAME Oscar Nelson, Inc .  

STREET & NUMBER 
"Morlunda", U.S. Route 60 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,FTC. Greenbrier  County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Court and Randolph S t r e e t s  
' CITY.TOWN STATE 

Lewisburg West V i r g i n i a  

a REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

-FEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDIT ION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

KEXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED ??ORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD -RUINS SALTERED -MOVED DATE 
I I 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

PESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGiNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

"Morlunda" i s  a l a r g e  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  which has been pa in t ed  whi te .  The 
main house i s  approximately f i f t y - s i x  f e e t  long (with a f ive-bay  f r o n t )  by 
twenty-one f e e t  deep wi th  an  e l l  ex tending  about f i f t y  f e e t  from t h e  southwest 
s i d e .  Wings of b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n  have been added t o  t h e  main, r e c t a n g u l a r  u n i t  
and extend t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  facade  by about fo r ty -e igh t  f e e t .  

The o r i g i n a l  house was a two-story u n i t  wi th  an e l l  of s i m i l a r  h e i g h t  a t  
t h e  southwest co rne r .  About n i n e  f e e t  from the  south end of t h e  e l l  was loca t ed  
a 1%-story detached k i t c h e n  which h a s  now been connected t o  t h e  e l l  by ex tens ion  
of t h e  wa l l s  t o  enc lose  t h e  open space.  The wings a r e  each one s t o r y  i n  he igh t .  
Roofs a r e  gabled, t hose  on t h e  main house and wings having an eas t -wes t  r i d g e  
l i n e  wi th  t h e  e l l  and o l d  k i t c h e n  running north-south.  S ing le  dormer p r o j e c t i o n s  
have been placed on t h e  sou th  ( r e a r )  i n  t h e  main house and i n  t h e  e a s t  e l e v a t i o n  

i of  t h e  k i t chen  ( t h e  former i s  a roof  dormer whi le  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  a w a l l  dormer). 
There a r e  f o u r  chimneys i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  bu i ld ing .  These a r e  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  

gables  of both e a s t  and west ends of t h e  r ec t angu la r  main u n i t  and a t  t h e  south  
e l e v a t i o n s  of t h e  e l l  and k i t c h e n  u n i t .  With t h e  except ion of  t h a t  i n  t h e  west 
gable ,  a l l  chimneys a r e  on t h e  e x t e r i o r .  Each i s  n e a r l y  t e n - f e e t  wide, and a l l  
p r o j e c t  we l l  above t h e  low-pitched roof  l i n e .  

Ex te r io r  f e a t u r e s  of i n t e r e s t  inc lude  t h e  double en t r ance  p o r t i c o  wi th  i t s  
pediment extending about e i g h t  f e e t  from t h e  facade  and supported by two massive 
b r i c k  columns. The porches formed on each l e v e l  under t h e  pediment have r a i l i n g s  
of a Chinese Chippendale s t y l e .  There a r e  a l s o  porches on each wing, a t  t h e  a r e a  
on t h e  west e l e v a t i o n  formed by t h e  o l d  k i t chen  and the  s e c t i o n  which a t t a c h e d  
t h i s  p a r t  t o  t h e  house, and i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  e l l .  With t h e  excep t ion  of  
t hose  on t h e  wings, a l l  porches a r e  enclosed.  

The main en t r ance  door on t h e  n o r t h  i s  wide and a t t r a c t i v e .  F lu t ed  p i l a s t e r s  
reach t o  the  top  of  t h e  door l e v e l ,  and these  a r e  topped wi th  p l a i n  ex t ens ions  
under a f i n e l y  d e t a i l e d  c o r n i c e  made of s e v e r a l  l a y e r s  of wood each of which pro- 
j e c t s  a l i t t l e  f a r t h e r  from t h e  facade .  The entranceway inc ludes  a seven-sec t ion  
f a n l i g h t .  The v i s u a l  e f f e c t  of t h i s  approach t o  the  house i s  r epea t ed  i n  t h e  
doorway which l e a d s  onto t h e  second-story porch above t h e  main en t r ance .  

The b a s i c  f l o o r  p l an  of  "Xorlunda" i s  a c e n t e r  h a l l  w i th  one l a r g e  room t o  
e i t h e r  s i d e .  This  main h a l l  i s  about e leven  f e e t  wide and houses a cu rv ing  s t a i r -  
way a t  t h e  r e a r  which ex tends  t o  t h e  a t t i c .  The major rooms on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
a r e  c a l l e d  t h e  e a s t  and west p a r l o r s ,  each of  which measure about n ine t een  by 
twenty-one f e e t .  The d i n i n g  room i n  t h e  e l l  (approached through t h e  west p a r l o r )  
i s  n e a r l y  a s  l a r g e .  Wing a d d i t i o n s  a r e  reached through t h e  p a r l o r s ,  and t h e  o l d  
k i t c h e n  i s  approached from t h e  d i n i n g  room. The second f l o o r  has  a s i m i l a r  
arrangement wi th  bedrooms above t h e  p a r l o r s  and d in ing  a r e a  and a low-cei l inged 
' room over  t he  k i t c h e n  . 

I n t e r i o r  d e t a i l  i n  woodwork i s  noth ing  s h o r t  of e l abo ra t e .  Most of  t h e  
panel ing ,  wainscot ing,  mante ls ,  r a i l s  and s t a i r  elements a r e  of walnut .  The 
open-s t r ing  s t a i r  h a s  a b e a u t i f u l l y  curved h a n d r a i l  and deco ra t ive ,  tu rned  newels 
a t  t h e  landings w i t h  p l a i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l u s t e r s  placed two t o  a s t e p .  The 
ca rv ing  i n  t h e  s t r i n g  i s  o f  a f i n e  d e t a i l ,  and t h e r e  i s  a sunbur s t  mo t i f  i n  t h e  
panel  under t h e  s t r i n g  between t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and t h e  i n i t i a l  cu rve  i n  t h e  s t a i r .  
The w a l l  a t  t h e  s t a i r  i s  wainscoted t o  a c h a i r r a i l  which fo l lows  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  
b a n i s t e r s .  

Door ca s ings  a r e  deep and paneled,  having a wide molding wi th  co rne r  blocks.  
There i s  a paneled wainscot  i n  bo th  p a r l o r s  and t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l ,  and i t  f e a t u r e s  



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC A R C H E U L O G Y  PREHISTORIC  -COhlMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE A R C H I T E C T U R E  -RELIGION 

-1400- 1499 4 R C H E O L O G Y - H I S T O R I C  -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

-1 500-1 599 ZAGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS - L I T E R A T U R E  - S C U L P T U R E  

-1600-1 699 X A R C H I ~ T U R E  -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIALJHUMANITARIAN 

-1 700- 1799 A R T  - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC -THEATER 

xi 800- 1 a99 - C O M M E R C E  - E X P L O R A T I O N / S E T T L E M E N T  -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

X, 1900- -COMMUNICATIONS -1 N D U S T R Y  -POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER (SPECIFY) 

- I N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1827-28 BUILDER/ARCHITECT john W. D~~~ 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Large and p i c tu re sque  wi th  i t s  wh i t e  w a l l s  and green  roo f s ,  "Morlunda" i s  

t h e  c e n t r a l  element i n  an  expanse of b luegrass  which extends over t h e  r o l l i n g  
h i l l s  a few mi l e s  northwest  of Lewisburg i n  Greenbrier  County, West V i r g i n i a .  It 
was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1827-28 under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  one of t h e  a r e a ' s  l ead ing  b u i l d e r s ,  
John W. Dunn, and the  d e t a i l i n g  of t h e  woodwork on t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
Conrod Burgess and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s .  The main house and ou tbu i ld ings  a r e  among t h e  
most a t t r a c t i v e  i n  t h e  sou theas t e rn  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ,  and t h e  farm has been famous 
f o r  more than  one hundred yea r s  f o r  i t s  s tock  breeding,  f i r s t  of ho r ses  and more 
r e c e n t l y  of c a t t l e .  

Samuel McClung 11, son of a man who had a narrow escape from Indians  nea r  
Blue Sulphur Springs not  f a r  from t h i s  farm, purchased an e s t a t e  of about 230 a c r e s  
of land i n  1822, and i n  1827-28 had a f i n e  home b u i l t  on t h e  proper ty .  Here h e  
l i ved ,  farmed, bred  l i ves tock ,  and r a i s e d  a fami ly  of seven c h i l d r e n  by two marr iages .  

With t h e  land p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  o l d  James River  and Kanawha Turnpike, t h e  
McClungs b e n e f i t t e d  from t h e  flow of commerce over  t h i s  major t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e  
between e a s t  and west.  Stages c a r r y i n g  passengers  along t h e  roads between r e s o r t s  
and through t h e  mountains t o  t h e  west a s  we l l  a s  t hose  involved i n  g e t t i n g  goods 
t o  e a s t e r n  markets must have become important  customers f o r  t h e  f i n e  ho r ses  which 
were a v a i l a b l e . -  During t h e  C i v i l  War, it was s a i d  t h a t  two companies--the "Greenbrier 
~ w i f t s "  and t h e  "Nicholas Graysf1--of Confederate c a v a l r y  contained th i r ty - two  
McClungs (seven sons of John McClung 11, inc luding  Samuel McClung I, had s e t t l e d  i n  
s e c t i o n s  of Greenbrier  County by about 1800) " a l l  r i d i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  ho r ses  i n  General 
Lee's Army." Many, poss ib ly  a l l ,  of t h e s e  were from t h e  farm of Colonel Samuel 
McClung 11. 

When McClung d i ed ,  he  ass igned  t h e  farm lands  t o  two of h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  John A. 
and Martha P o r t e r f i e l d .  I n  1877, John conveyed h i s  po r t ion  t o  Martha, and t h e  
e s t a t e  remained wi th  h e r  fami ly  u n t i l  1890. I n  1934, M r .  Oscar Nelson ( then  
p r e s i d e n t  of United Carbon Company) purchased t h e  proper ty  and gave i t  t h e  name - 
"Morlunda" ( r o l l i n g  ground) a f t e r  h i s  n a t i v e  v i l l a g e  i n  Sweden. Since then ,  t h e  
farm has  grown i n  acreage and renown a s  one of t h e  f i n e r  l ives tock-breeding  e s t a t e s  
i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  

The main house was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1827-28 under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of  John W. Dunn, 
well-known br ickmason-archi tec t  of t h e  a r ea .  It i s  be l ieved  t h a t  t h e  f i n e l y  carved 
and d e t a i l e d  i n t e r i o r  woodwork was done by Conrod Burgess and h i s  a s s i s t a n t s .  The 
o r i g i n a l  house c o n s i s t s  of a c e n t e r - h a l l  main u n i t  w i th  e l l  t o  t h e  r e a r  and a 
detached k i t c h e n  beyond t h e  e l l .  The facade i s  about f i f t y - s e v e n  f e e t  long, and 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  over  twenty f e e t  deep wi th  an e l l  measuring approximately 20' x 20'. 
Two s t o r i e s  h igh ,  one of  t h e  ou t s t and ing  e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  i s  t h e  double p o r t i c o ,  
w i t h  Chinese Chippendale r a i l i n g ,  a t  t h e  en t rance .  The main door h e r e  i s  about 
f o r t y - s i x  inches  wide w i t h  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  g rac ing  i t s  s i d e s  and reaching  t o  a 
f a n l i g h t  above. 

I n t e r i o r  des ign  and d e t a i l  a r e  most ou ts tanding .  There a r e  t h r e e  rooms on each 
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a  s l a n t e d  reeding-type des ign  i n  t h e  a r e a  j u s t  below t h e  c h a i r r a i l .  
Mantels i n  both e a s t  and west p a r l o r s  a r e  h igh  and wide. A p a i r  of rounded 

co?umns on a  h igh  base  i s  t o  each s i d e  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening, and on t h e s e  i s  
a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  w i t h  a  p l a i n  a r c h i t r a v e ,  v e r t i c a l l y - r e e d e d  f r i e z e  and a  c o r n i c e  
which extends outward from t h e  f r i e z e .  Above t h i s  i s  a  s o r t  of p l a i n  p i l a s t e r  
which r i s e s  t o  an e l a b o r a t e l y  p i l e d  and extending mantel s h e l f .  There i s  an 
e l l i p t i c a l  p a t e r a  i n  each of t h e s e  p i l a s t e r s  and another  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  
f r i e z e  between t h e s e  elements .  

The b a s i c  f a b r i c  of "Morlunda" i s  l i t t l e  changed s i n c e  cons t ruc t ion ,  bu t  
t h e  appearance of t h e  whole has  been a l t e r e d  s i n c e  1934. About t h a t  time t h e  
wings were added t o  t h e  e a s t  and west s i d e s  and t h e  a r e a  between the  detached 
k i t c h e n  and t h e  e l l  was enc losed .  The add i t i ons  allowed t h e  p l ac ing  of bathrooms 
i n  a r e a s  o u t s i d e  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  house. A t  t h e  same time, t h e  basement was en- 
l a rged  t o  provide f o r  h e a t i n g  and laundry equipment, porches i n  t h e  angle  of  t h e  
e l l  were enlarged and enc losed ,  and much of t h e  walnut woodwork was pa in ted .  

The proper ty  inc ludes  a  number of  ou tbui ld ings  now used a s  gues t  houses,  
o f f i c e s  and q u a r t e r s  f o r  farm personnel .  Two of t h e  more i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e  t h e  o l d  
smokehouse and s l a v e  q u a r t e r s .  The smokehouse i s  a  smal l ,  one-s tory  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  
w i t h  gable  roof and chimney a t  t h e  south ( r e a r ) .  I t s  n e a r l y  s i x t e e n - f e e t  squa re  
dimensions were added t o  i n  1935 when b r i c k  wings were b u i l t  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e .  The 
former s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  i s  a  two-story b r i c k  bu i ld ing  wi th  gab le  roof and an i n s i d e  
chimney. It i s  r a t h e r  l a r g e ,  approximately twenty f e e t  by f o r t y - e i g h t  f e e t ,  and 
c o n t a i n s  s i x  rooms. 

TO r e f l e c t  t h e  importance of t h e  e s t a t e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of l i v e s t o c k  breeding ,  
"Morlunda" s t r e t c h e s  over  n e a r l y  one thousand ac re s  and inc ludes  numerous l a r g e  
wh i t e  barns  (most d a t i n g  from a f t e r  1934) which complement t h e  main house and 
former dependencies.  

8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont inued)  

f l o o r ,  one t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l  and one i n  t h e  e l l ,  and each has  a 
f i r e p l a c e  wi th  a d i s t i n c t i v e  carved mantel.  The mantels  i n  t h e  p a r l o r s  a r e  
e s p e c i a l l y  e l a b o r a t e ,  w i t h  p a i r s  of rounded columns on a h igh  base  reaching  t o  
an e n t a b l a t u r e  w i th  a v e r t i c a l l y  hatched f r i e z e  and deep co rn ice .  Above t h i s  i s  
a p i l a s t e r  which ex tends  t o  a mantel s h e l f  which p r o j e c t s  i n  l a y e r s  from the  wa l l .  
Addi t iona l  f e a t u r e s  of n o t e  a r e  t h e  paneled wainscot  i n  both p a r l o r s  and t h e  c e n t e r  
h a l l ,  t h e  open-s t r ing  s t a i r  w i t h  deco ra t ive  newels and p l a i n  b a l u s t e r s ,  and t h e  
sunbur s t  des ign  i n  t h e  pane l  under t h e  s t a i r  between t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and i n i t i a l  
curve.  

Although t h e r e  have  been a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  f o r t y  
y e a r s ,  t h e s e  have only  made "Morlunda" more impressive,  ex tending  i t s  p ropor t ions  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (cont inued)  I 
whi le  maintaining t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  and t h e  f i n e  d e t a i l s  of  t h e  i 

i whole. Tnis e s t a t e  s t a n d s  a s  one of  t h e  grandes t  ante-bellum houses i n  sou theas t e rn  , 

West V i rg in i a ,  and it i s  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  people who have played a p a r t  i n  i t s  , 

evo lu t ion  and t o  t h e  land which provided t h e  resources  necessary  t o  i t s  s u r v i v a l .  i 
Morlunda farms began i t s  prize-winning c a t t l e  herd i n  1936 w i t h  a s e l e c t i o n  of 

s i x  Shorthorn h e i f e r s  from t h e  Wilson Brothers  of Greenbrier  County, adding many 
cho ice  cows and h e i f e r s  from t h e  b e s t  Shorthorn herds  of  t h e  Middle West and 
Canada. Since t h i s  beginning,  t h e  he rd  has been d i v e r s i f i e d  and maintained a t  h igh  
s tandards .  A l a r g e  number of  p r i z e s  has  been taken  a t  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  1 
F a i r  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  expos i t i ons  throughout  t h e  country,  making Morlunda s t o c k  among 
t h e  b e t t e r  known and t h e  farm t h e  most famous i n  West ~ i r g i n i a ' s  c a t t l e  indus t ry .  

9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGMPHICAL REFERENCES (cont inued)  I 
' I 

H i s t o r i c a l  Booklet, Greenbrier  County, 
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34) 

160th  Anniversary, 1778-1938. N . p . ,  n.d. 
L ibrary ,  Morgantown, W.Va.). (pp. 20-21, 1 
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