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t. Name 
hlstarlc - Mornan - Bedinaer - D a n d r i d ~ e  BOUSP 

street & number S .W. of Shepherdstown on 'Pi 48 &!A not for publication 

city, town Shepherds town vic in i t -  vicinity of 

. t4p  ..-.. ... West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county J e f f e r s o n  code 037 

Ca:egory Ownership 
-- district - public 

kuilding(s) X private 
- structure - both 
- site Pyblfc Acquisition 
--- objljct N / k  in process 

- being considered 

Status 
X occupied 
- unoccupied 
w o r k  in progress 
Accessible 
y e s :  restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
:: no 

Present Use 
- agricuiture 
- commercial 
- educational 
- entertainment 
- government 
- industrial 
- military 

- museum ' 
- park 
L ' p r i v a t e  residence 
- religious 
- scientific 
- transportatlon 
- other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Mrs. Jane  W. Snyder 
-.A 

st rwt  & number Xoute 48 - 
city, town Shepherdstown &- vicinity of -- 
5. loeation of Legal Description 
caurthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Jefferson County Courthouse 

skeet & number Washington and George Streets 

cib;, town Charles Town state West Virginia 

Representation in Existins Surveys 



7. Descri,ption +!-\ 

4 - .  

Condition Check one Check one 
excelfent - deteriorated - una!tered - odgina} sit? 

. -good r u i n s  . A altered - moved- date . - fair - . * . - 
u n e x p o s e d  ' ' .. _ .___ .. . . ... -- - . . . - h e  -- 

. . - - - . - - L "_.  _ U.. - - - - .  
- - 

Describe the Present and origin'al (if known] physical appearance . . 
- 2 . .  . - -- . , . . . . . 

"Rosebrake" stan& a t  t h e  end-af a pr ivate-  l a n e  off  of .vest Virginia . , 

Route 48, southwest of-Shepherdstown, Je f fe r son  County, West Virginia .  

. . - -- 
- -  . . - ...- '1Rosebr ake", h o w p  a s  "Poplar ~ r o y e "  u n t i l  4877, +i cbnstruc.te&. - . -- - 

- i n - t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  phases and has had f u r t h e r  --, embellishment -. -sin& h e  l a ~ t - ~ - + ~ e _ -  I - 
.- - - -  - - -" , - - - of s o l i d -  const ruct ion.  - 

. . - - 
. . 

' The o r i g i n a l ' p o r t i o n  of t h e  bui ld ing w a s  of 'white l i t h  And-p las te r  -.- . ' , 

const ruct ion;  This  one-story set t lement period s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  c.1745 by 
. a r l y  settler Richard -Morgan,- and r e f  erred- to -by l a t e r  occbp&itg- ad ''the -: - , 

- < 7 - .  
- .  

.Back Build-ing", - - .  -. 
' r - J  :-.--*- - - - 

The o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e  was incorporate& I n t o .  the second phase of - . 
. - - -- '- t 0 n S f X ~ c t f  on, -%?hie& t 0 0 k  place  i n  1363. The "Back ~ n i ~ d f ~ g n W  &&~n,e- part-uf the - --. - --- 

k5 tchen -of *lie new "Great> Bbuse" '[zis-. r efe r t ed  td b$ D~&-:M&&~, . i t s  build&) ,. =.#. 

*- 
.&, t b - s t o r y  b r i c k  -structyr,e% ~ > A S  "Great House" contained f o u r  'main rooms, as-: r -  ;= -- 
well  as a n  a t t i c  'and a  cellar-.  The house was of b r ick  ca&t&ction- a& 'was - _  I - - - - 
painted a cream co lo r .  It was during Daniel Morgan's. occupancy .(1803-1833) :.. . ,, . -. 
t h a t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  wisteria w a s  l a i d  out ,  a s  w e l l  a s  formal gardens and o t h e r  

' 

. *.. . . - - - landscaping f e a t u r e s  which s t i l l  f o m  an importans- p a r t  of - t h e  grounds. -. - . - .. - - - - - - 
I n  1859 what is. now t h e  main s e c t i o n  of t h e  hpuse bas const ructed  - - r - 

iy C a r o l i n e  Bedinger. It- i s  this ?in>ecti&n &&t gives .the house "its presimf. . . . . --- - 

- -- - '- "f ee1ing":and h x i e l r t a t i o ~ ,  facing yesz- The. 1803 building,  'whi<h becdme7_a3 ." ' -- * -iLC...-.-;.s -"- '- ... --. - - - 

e l l  f o r  - the  main s f ruc tu re ,  ..Sac* -northeast .  The maip-&ction is -a two-s"ry . 
rec tangu la r  %sorjry .block qn, a. s t o n e ,  Eounda-t ion  and is -,surfiounted. by a '. - - - &_ 1 ._ _ . - _ . 

. . -  hipped rmf  of r a i s e d  seamed metal with "snowbirds". The s t r u c t u r e  has a  pro- 
ndunced c ~ a s s i c a l  ..,syn&etry ,- highlighted with- a- c e n t r a l .  two t i e r e d  .porCiCo o-f - -  * -  . 

' .  classic design; - The-front  facade i s  of three bays-, and is  ces ie red  w i t h  a - - 
Greek Revival st'yle-doorway with r ec t a ~ g u l a r  :transom, and sldeli 'ghf s . . :~ lo6r .  - - - 

- - -- 
l e n g t h  coupled t r i p l e '  sash  windows', a  '20rhcentury-modification,  f l a n k  t h e  - - - -, . .  - - . 

c e n t r a l  bay on t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l .  Coupled double: hung windows a r e  at t h e  second . . 
l e v e l .  Balanced i n t e r i o r  and chimneys add t o  t h e  f e e l i n g  of symmetry i n  t h e  
main block. - - - . - -. - . -  . < *  - . - . - 

. . .  . - - A - - - .  - - .  
- 

m e  1859 g a i n  block o r ig ix t f iy -ha$  a f u l l  l eng th  one-story veranda - -  - .  - - 
iuppbrted by wooden ,uprights  w i t h  decoratiGe d e t a i l  .' The f e a t u r e  -which g ives  the . - 

. - f r o n t  facade its most pronounced eleinent is t h e  Class ica l  Pal ladian  por t i co ,  
-two t i e r e d  wi th  -Roman Doric columns with- a f anl ighted t ~ i a n g u l a r  pediment - This  - 

f e a t u r e ,  however, was added t o  t h e  f r o n t  facade i n  1950, being removed .from a  
house- i n  Long Is land,  New York and sMpped t o  West ~ i r g i n i a  £.or " ~ o s e b r a k e ~ ' .  A -- 

two- t i e r e d  . ,.- prorch - -.. o h  t h e  r e a r  e l l  was a l s o  brought from New York and added t o  . 

t h e  house a t  this -tihie. 
-.--- - - -- - -- -. . . , . , -, , . 
, - -. A. .-. - . - - .  -- .- 

-- - 
l l ~ s e b r a k e "  - 'is - - t h e  - -- - f o c a l  - -- -.- point  of a lovely ,  almost c l a s s i c a l  r u r a l  

landscaped e s t a t e  t h a t  has ex i s t ed  s ince  t'he -Sd-I8tE -century. The- h o u s e - i t s e l e - -  - 
bs grown and adapted through t h e  years  t o  changing times and circumstances9 

and remains t h e  l o c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  landmark--that has always been the 

c i t i z e n s  of Je f fe r son  County. 



Ppviod Areas bf Significancdheck and justify below - prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - commbnity planning - landscape architecture' religion 
- 140C-7469 -,, archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
-,- 1 500-1599 - agriculture - economics 2i- literature - scu'lpture 
- 1500-1699 - architecture - education - mi!itary - soc,faV 
.L- 17G%1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 
L 1 SOP1 899 - commerce 3L ex~loration/settlernent - philosophy - theater 
,- 1300- - communicaiions - lndustly .X politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention L a t h e r  speci ) 
Loca i His  2 ory 

Sta.:orsr*n% of Significance (in one paragraph) . 

"~osebrake" ,  l o c a t e d  near  ~ h e ~ h e r d s r o w ,  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County, W e s t  V i r g i n i a ,  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  as a p l ace  t h a t  has e x i s t e d  .s ince t h e  e a r l y  development of the areal,- 
as home t o  s e v e r a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have made s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  s o c i a l ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  and l i t e r a r y  l i f e  of t h e  a rea2 ,  and as a s i g n i f i c a n t  r ~ r a l  landmark i n  
J e f f e r s o n  ~ o u n t y 3 ,  ' 

~ s p f a m i t o r y  Notes 
- 

1. The b u i l d i ; ~ ~  'niw b o &  ' k s  '"~6's.e6rabc'e~' 3 ~ ' a 8  biuif.c1in t'iifee sepa'ratk and . . . 

d i s t i n c t  s e c t i o n s  a t  a p p r o x i a a t e l y . f i f t y  yea r  i n t e r v a l s  u n t i l  i t  r e a c h e d ' i t s  p r e s e n t  
s t a t e  a t  t h e  begfrining o f  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

. . 
Richard &!organ, one of West V i r g i n i a j s  e a r l i e s t  wh i t e  s e t t l e r s ,  began 

what is  now' "Rosebrake" when h e  constructcid a wh i t e  l a t h  and ' p l a s t e r  s t r u c t u r e  
soon airf o r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  .what is  ncw ~ e f f  e r s o n  County i n  1744. The house passed 
~ T S  ~ i c h a r d    organ's dea th  i n  1763 t o  h i s  son Abel Norgan and in$-turn t o  h i s  s o n  
Canio,l '  Morgan. Daniel. Norgan is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  second major cons ' t ruc t ion  
at: "liosebrake'!. In .1803 he cons t ruc t ed  a four-room b r i c k  a d d i t i o n  'to t h e  o r i g i n a l  
structure, as $ell as a ce$ la r  and a n  a t t i c .  ' The exte'rior.-b'ricl; wzs pa in t ed  a 
cream c o l o r ,  and t h i s  house, ca l l ed '  " ~ o p l a r   r rove" by $-Daniel .Morgac, ..was t h e  scene  
of iuiany e l e g a n t  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  inc lud ing  "an e l e g m t  dinner' '  g iven  byeNorgan i n  
1825 t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  . f i f t i e t h s  anniversary.  o f  the 5hmous ' "~ee  L ine  -March1" 
cele3rated i n  3ef f er son County Revolut ionary War annals:  ~ o ; ~ a n  a l s o  was r ekponsi- 
ble for p l a n t i n g  t h e  m i s t e r i a ,  whi'ch 's t i l l  &races t  t h e  grounds. ,. . . . 

. . 
I n  1859, "Poplar 'Grove" was purchzsed - by' ~ a r o i i n e  Lawrence Bedinger,  widow 

of che former Minis te r '  t o  Denmark hen ry  Bedinger. Soon a f t e r  occqpying the' house, . 

Mrs. Redinger cons t ruc t ed  t h e  Bedinger "wing" (as s h e  r e f e r r e d  t o  i t )  which i s  
today t h e  main s e c t i o n  of t h e  house. Th i s  "wLng" con ta ins  s i x  rooms and is of 
b r i c k  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  The home has r e m i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  unchanged s i n c e  t h a t  t ime, 
w i t h  the except ion  of t h e  changing of i t s  name f r o s  "Poplar Grove" t o  "Rosebrake" 
i.2 1877 and a n  unusual  a l t e r a t i o n  made i n  1950 ( s e e  Descr ip t ion  #7). 

2. "Rosebrake" o r ,  earlier, "Poplar Grove", has  been home t o  a number of  
i n d i v i d u a l s  s i n g i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and l i t e r a r y  l i f e  of  t h i s  p a r t  
of West v i r g i n i a .  Richard Morgan (died 1763), the  f i r s t  owner of the proper.ty,. 
WAS one  of Jefferson ( t hen  p a r t  of .Bdrkeley) County's e a t l i e s t  wh i t e  s e t t l e r s  
and lai>.downers. H i s  grandson, Danie l  Morgan (died l833), who made t h e  f i r s t  
= j a r  improvements t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  was v e r y  prominent i n  J e f f e r s o n  County 
af fa i rs .  B e  was a m-ember of J e f f e r s o n  - A County's f i r s t  A - - - County . - Court - - - (1801), - - -- was - -- 
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S h e r i f f  of J e f f e r s o n  County 1819-1821, and r ep resen ted  J e f f e r s o n  County i n  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  House of Delega tes  f o r  seven terms (1805, 1806, 1818, 1824, 1825-26, 
1827-28, and 1829). A f t e r  Daniel  Morgan's dea th  i n  1833, "Poplar Grove" 
passed t o  d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e s  and dec l ined  somewhat from t h e  s o c i a l  c e n t e r  i t  h a d .  
been d u r i n g  Morgan's l i f e .  

- . - ' -  

On J u l y  13 ,  1859 "Poplar Grove" was purchased by Caro l ine  Lawrence Bedinger,  
widow of ~ e n r ~ - - ~ e d i n g e r ,  a former two-term U. S. Represen ta t ive  and M i n i s t e r  t o  
Denmark (1853-1858). Mrs. Bedinger b u i l t  t h e  l a r g e  r ed  b r i c k  "addi t ion" which i s  
now t h e  main p a r t  of t h e  house. 

During M r s .  Ca ro l ine  Bedinger 's  ownership, t h e  house wa.s occupied f o r  
fou r  y e a r s  (1873-1877) by Col. Alexander R. Bo te l e r ,  ano the r  prominent JefEerson 
Countian.  Bo t e l e r  (1815-1892) -had served  one t e r m  i n  - the--U. S . House of Representa- - 

t i v e s ,  ('1859-1861) du r ing  which t i m e  he  was a  cand ida t e  f o r  t h e  Speakership: 
During t h e  C i v i l  War Bo te l e r  se rved  o n  t h e  s t a f f  o f  General Thomas J. "Stonewall" - 
Jackson be fo re  being e l e c r e d  t o  t h e  Confederate  Congress where he  served  from - 
February ,  1862 t o  February 1864, While l i v i n g  a t  '!Poplar Grove", Bo te l e r  was - -  
appoin ted  by P r e s i d e n t  Grant t o  t h e  U.S. Centennia l  Commission (1876). Bo te l e r  
subsequent ly  s e rved  on t h e  U.S. T a r i f f  Commission and a s  P a r d a n c l e r k  f o r  the-- , . .- 
U. S. ~ e p a r t m e n t  -of J u s t i c e .  

Danske Bedinger Dandridge (1854-1914) w a s  t h e  nex t  occupant of  t h e  house 
- 

and. s h e ,  too ,  has  earned a - p l a e e  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County anna l s .  The daugh te r ' o f  
Henry and Caro l ine  Bedinger, s h e  w a s  born i n  Cope+agen wh i l e  h e r  f a t h e r  was 
M i n i s t e r  t o  Denmark. Danske i s  Danish f o r  " L i t t l e  Dane". I n  1877 s h e  marr ied 
Adam Stephen Dandridge I11 and they  moved t o  "Poplar Grove", which s h e  immediately 
r e - ch r i s t ened  "Rosebrake", t h e  name by which t h e  proper ty  has  been known eve r  
s i n c e .  Danske Bedinger Dandridge was prominent bo th  as a poet  and as a l o c a l  
h i s t o r i a n .  Her poe t ry  was publ ished i n  numerous n a t i o n a l  and r e g i o n a l  publ ica-  . 

t i o n s ,  i nc lud ing  Harpers and The Century  and s h e  publ i shed  s e v e r a l  volumes o f  
v e r s e ,  i nc lud ing  Joy and Other Poems. Her h i s t o r i c a l  works inc lude  American 
P r i s o n e r s  of t h e  Revolut ion;  George Michael Bedinger,  a  Kentucky Pioneer ;  and 
H i s t o r i c  Shepherdstown, a  valued l o c a l  h i s t o r y .  Her husband, Adam Stephen 
Dandrige 111, r ep re sen ted  J e f f e r s o n  County i n  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  House of Delegates  
f o r  t h r e e  consecu t ive  terms, 1891-1897. 

Serena Dandridge and Nina Mi tche l l ,  n e i c e s  of Danske Dandridge, were 
bo th  l o c a l l y  prominent artists. They l i v e d  a t  "Rosebrake" f o r  f o u r  decades 
a f t e r  t h e  dea th  of Danske Dandridge, u n t i l  t h e  p rope r ty  was acqui red  by t h e  
Snyder f a m i l y  i n  1970, i r t r ? r e s - n t  omupsxzs. The Pa l l ad i an - s ty l e  p o r t i c o  w a s  
added t o  "Rosebrake" i n  1950 by a r t i s t  Nina Mi tche l l .  

3.  "Rosebrake" i s  cons idered  a s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s  t o x i c  landmark by t h e  h i s -  
Ixrricsaf community of - 3 e f f e r s m  C o u n t y .  It -was o f f  <&ally desf gnated a- 3dfersort -- 
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County Landmark i n  1977 by t h e  J e f f e r s o n  County H i s t o r i c  Landmark Commission 
aild m r k e d  by a  p laque  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t .  It has  been t h e  s u b j e c t  of  s e v e r a l  
a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  Magazine of t h e  J e f f e r s o n  County H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty ,  and is 
prominently mentioned i n  H i s t o r i c  Shepherdstown, among o t h e r  p u b l i c a t i o n s .  

While t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  p o r t i c o  i n  1950 d i d  a l t e r  t h e  appearance 
of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  t h e  b a s i c  i n t e g r i t y  of  t h i s  landmark is i n t a c t .  Not cons idered  - 
a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  none-the-less r e t a i n s  i t s  1859 
w a l l s ,  roof - l ine ,  chimneys, and i n t e r i o r  l ayou t .  

"Rosebrake" has  wi tnessed  many even t s  and persons p i v o t a l  t o  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of one of west  V i r g i n i a ' s  most important  coun t i e s ,  and is viewed w i t h  
p r i d e  by i t s  c i t i z e n s .  
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i 0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property . A & d . ~ -  
Quadrangle name Quadrangle sca!e 

1:24,000 
.Va.- Md. 

UMT References 

Zone Easting 
w 
Northing Zone Easting Northing 

- 
Verbal boundary description and justification 

Beginning a t  a po in t  on West Vi rg in ia  Route 
48, f o r t y  f e e t  southwest of t h e  junct ion of t h a t  rou te  with t h e  p r i v a t e  road, a t  
t h e  beginning of t h e  Tree Line; thence following s a i d  Tree Line a s  

- - 

List ell states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

N/ A state code county code 

state code county code . 

P 1. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle Michael J. Pauley, His tor ian  
H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion Unit 

organization Department of Culture and H i s  t o ry  date March 28, 1983 

strmt a number Cul tu ra l  Center telephone 304/ 348-0240 

city or town Charles ton state West Virginia  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state p local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property tor inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set for thNthe National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature -- 



n??? " , d l  -- ?,:q t ." L . ~ Q . . ; . . ~ ~ ~ 8  " 

EXF . 12 / 3  1 /64 
tJnited States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

> 

National Register of Historic Place 
ilnwenlory-Nomination Form 
"Rosehrzke" , J e f f e r s o n  County, West V i r g i n i a  

Gmtinuation sheet Item number 9 Page 2 

%9 Xajor B ib l iog raph ica l  References 

Dandridge, Danske Bedinger, H i s t o r i c  Shepherdstown, The Miche Co., 
C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e ,  Va., 1910. 

Hardes ty ' s  West V i r g i n i a  Counties ,  Volume 8,  Cornstock Pub l i sh ing ,  
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United States Department of the Interior 
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"Rosebrake", J e f f e r s o n  County, West V i rg in i a  
Continuation sheet Item number lo Page I 

Item 10:  Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  add J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

i t  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  sou the rn  s i d e  of s a i d  p r i v a t e  road 1000 f e e t  t o  t h e  second 
contour  l i n e  e a s t  of t h e  main s t r u c t u r e ;  thence fo l lowing  s a i d  contour  
l i n e ,  f i r s t  n o r t h  and then  west 1200 f e e t  t o  where i t  c o n t a c t s  t h e  no r the rn  
s i d e  of t h e  p r i v a t e  d r i v e ;  thence  100 f e e t  northwest  a long  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  
of t h e  p r i v a t e  d r i v e  t o  West V i rg in i a  Route 48; thence 90 f e e t  a long  t h e  

. e a s t e r n  s i d e  of West V i r g i n i a  Route 48 t o  t h e  po in t  of o r i g i n  a t  t h e  Tree 
Line; encompassing a n  a r e a  of approximately e i g h t  a c r e s  t h a t  h a s  a landscaped,  
s e l f - con ta ined  ambiance t h a t  has ,  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  made up t h e  immediate grounds 
of "Rosebrake". The l i n e s  of t r e e s  and hedges form a n a t u r a l  boundary 
t h a t ,  w h i l e  provid ing  f o r  v i s t a s  from both t h e  f r o n t  and rear e l e v a t i o n s ,  . 

privacy and p lace .  g i v e  t h e  proper ty  a s ense  of 






