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Descri$+ the present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

The Xonongal ia  County Courthouse  and J a i l  i n  downtoxn Iforgantown s e r v e  as i m p r e s s i v e  
f o c a l  p o i n t s  a g a i n s t  f u r t h e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  and d e m o l i t i o n s  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a s u r e s  
of t h e  downtown a r e a  w h i l e  o f f e r i n g  f i n e  examples of t h e  V i c t o r i a n  Romanesque and  
I t a l i a n a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and demons t ra t ing  s u c c e s s e s  o f  
e f f o r t s  t o  p r e s e m e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n t e g r i t y  of b u i l d i n g s  when making r e n o v a t i o n s .  While  
t h e  t a l l  c o u r t h o u s e  w i t h  i t s  l o f t y  towers  and r o o f l i n e  g i v e s  a n  imprefs ion of t h e  
u r b a n  environment ,  t h e  m a s s i v e  f i r s t  s t o r y  w i t h  i ts l o w  windows and e n t r a n c e s  and  
r e c e s s e d  f o u n d a t i o n  g i v e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r u r a l  q u a l i t y .  

The Monongalia County Courthouse  i s  a  two-s to ry  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a basement,  f i v e - s t o r y  
c l o c k  tower  and t h r e e - s t r o r y  S o u t h  tower .  The b u i l d i n g  measures  99 '  x 83' x 99' x 76: 
The f i r s t  s t o r y  i s  f i f t e e n  f e e t  h i g h  and t h e  second s t o r y  i s  twenty-two f e e t  h i g h .  A 
common-bond p a t t e r n  of r e d  b r i c k  c o v e r s  t h e  e x t e r i o r  w i t h  s t o n e  b e l t  c o u r s e s  t o p p i n g  t h e  
basement and f i r s t  s t o r y  and d i v i d i n g  t h e  t u r r e t  and  t h e  second and t h i r d  s t o r i e s  of t h e  
S o u t h  tower  and s e p a r a t i n g  t h e  b e l f r y  s e c t i o n  of t h e  c l o c k  tower.  

The f r o n t  o r  e a s t e r n  f a c a d e  i s  a c c e n t e d  by t h e  c e n t r a l  c l o c k  tower  which h a s  a 
p y r a n i d a l  r o o d ,  f o u r  doomed b u t t r e s s e s ,  s t o n e  h o o d - a r c h i v o l t s  molds o v e r  t h e  f o u r  
o p e r a t i o n a l  c l o c k s  and  tower  windows, a r c a d e  F e l f r y ,  and q u a t r e f o i l  d e s i g n  w i t h  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  d a t e .  A g a b l e d  r o o f  f r o n t s  t h e  r i g h t  f a c a d e  which s p o r t s  a p a l l a d i a n  window 
and a c e n t e r  p r o j e c t 2 o n  w i t h  a  h ipped r o o f .  To t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  c l o c k  tower ,  a p a r a p e t  
c o v e r s  t h e  a r c h e d  main  e n t r a n c e  x h i c h  h a s  t h e  word "cour thouse"  ca rved  i n  t h e k i o u s s o i r s .  
 he Ronanesque t u r r e t  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  h a s  a c o n i c a l  r o o f  w i t h  d e n t i l s  under  t h e  eaves .  

A t h r e e - s t o r y  s q u a r e  tower  is c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  Sou th  f a c a d e .  I n  t h e  tower ,  t h e  a r c h e s  
e n t r a n c e  i s  topped  by s t o n e  v o u s s o i r s .  

The w e s t e r n  f a c a d e  is n o t e I w o r t h y  f o r  a  c e n t r a l  a r c h e d  doorway w i t h  v o u s s o i r s  which h a s  
been b r icked-over  and r e p l a c e d  by windows. A chimney i s  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end. I n  1922, 
a n  e n c l o s e d  b r i d g e  was b u i l t  between t h e  second s t o r y  and t h e  j a i l .  The o r i g i n a l  
n o r t h e r n  f a c a d e  h a s  been covered  by t h e  1 9 2 5  a d d i t i o n .  

The peaks  of t h e  g a b l e s  a r e  topped by f l e u r s - d e s l i s .  I n  1962,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
t i n e  r o o f s  were  r e p l a c e d  by aluminum. A chimney i s  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  g a b l e .  The windows are 
no tewor thy  f o r  t h e  s t o n e  l e n t i l s  and s l l l s  and a r c h i v o l t s  on t h e  second s t o r y  windows. 
Aluminm double-hung windows r e p l a c e d  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m o d e n  windows i n  1975. The b u i l d i n g  
f o u n d a t i o n  i s  n a t i v e  c u t  s a n d s t o n e .  

I n s i d e  tFiere is a n  a t t i c  s t o r a g e  a r e a .  On t h e  second f l o o r ,  t h e  rooms w e r e  p a n e l l e d  
i n  1962. I n  1975, t h e  c e l l i n g s  were lowered.  T h i s  f l o o r  c a n  be  e n t e r e d  by a s t a i r w a y  
i n  t h e  n o r t h e r r r  t u r r e t  and a b e a u t i f u l l y  c a r v e d  o a k  s t a i r c a s e  a t  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end.  
At t h e  s o u t h e r n  end,  tFiree o f f i c e s  and a cour t room e x i t  t o  t h e  main c o r r i d o r  which 

- 

d i v i d e s  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  and l e a d s  t o  a n o t h e r  cour t room on t h e  
n o r t h e a s t e r n  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o r r i d o r ,  t h e  t u r r e t  s t a i r w a y ,  and t h e  1 9 7 5  a d d i t i o n .  The f i r s t  
s t o r y  c o n t a i n s  e i g h t  _rooms. An 1 8 '  wide c o r r i d o r  r u n s  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A 
v e s t i b u l e  l e a d s  t o  the m a i n  e n t r a n c e  and t u k c e t .  Renova t ions  i n c l u d e  lowered cei ITngs;  
p a n e l l e d  off  i c e s ,  and  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  20' x 2 9 '  o f f i c e  i n t o  a  lounge  area 
and handicapped e n t r a n c e .  

-. --- _ _ _ 

The basement i s  7 ' 6" h i g h ,  and b u i l t  w i t h  broken a s h l a r .  I t  c o n t a i n s  two 20' x 11' 
v a u l t s  which  are o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  b n i l d i n g .  

- - 
The two two-s to ry  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  j a i l h o u s e  h a s  a  gab led  f r o n t  o r  s o u t h e r n  f a c a d e  

' w i t h  a  t r i a n g u l a r  p e a k  and p a i r e d  b r a c k e t s  u n d e r  t h e  e a v e s .  The d o o r s  and windows a r e  
a r c h e d  and  have s t o n e  l e n t i l s  and s i l ls .  A. s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  t h e  b u i l & t n g ~ -  
I n  1922,  t h e  s t o n e  S a i l  s e c t i o n  was expanded and b r i c k e d  t o  match t h e  j a i l e r F s  r e s i d e n c e .  
A  wooden p o r c h  on t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of t h e  b u i l d i n g  was to? a1Tzy i n  1-902. I n  1975, t h e  
i n t e r i o r  was entirely- remode led ,  t h e  j a l l  windows were  covered w i t h  s t e e l ,  and  a l u n i n u n  
windows were  p l a c e d  i n  t h z  r e s i d e n c e .  _ - -  
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-- -- -- --- 189-1 - ( c o u r t h o u s e )  James P .. B a i l e y ,  4 i t t s h r g h +  PA = - a r c h i t e c t  

Statement of Significance (is one paragraph) 
The Monongalia County Courthouse ,  a  V i c t o r i a n  Romanesque s t y l e  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t e d  

i n  1891, i s  t h e  f o u r t h  c o u r t h o u s e  on t h e  same s i t e  and s e r v e s  a s  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of 
coun ty  government;  seat of t h e  s t a t e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t ;  and c e n t e r  of l e g a l ,  downtown 
commercia l  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y ;  w i t h  t h e  1881 I t a l i a n a t e - i n f l u e n c e  j a i l h o u s e ,  it 
i s  h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark f o r  t h e  coun ty .  B e f o r e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
of Morgantown i n  1785 ,  a  c o u r t h o u s e  s t o o d  on t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  and t h e  e a r l y  development 
of Morgantown d i r e c t l y  r e s u l t e d  f rom tfie f a c t  t h a t  b u s i n e s s e s  and r e s i d e n t s  saw 
a d v a n t a g e s  t o  l o c a t i n g  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  of coun ty  government a c t i v i t y .  The cour thouses ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  one ,  have  been p o p u l a r  p l a c e s  f o r  p u b l i c  mee t ings ,  Likewise ,  
t h e  c o u r t y a r d  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  a lways  been t h e  s i t e  of s t r e e t  f a i r s ,  m a r k e t s ,  
p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e s  and p r o t e s t s ,  and c o n c e r t s .  

T h i s  c o u r t h o u s e  r e p l a c e d  a two-s tory  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  which was completed i n  1848. 
The f i r s t  two were  a  f r a m e  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  i n  1784  and a  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  completed i n  
1802 ,  I n  1851, t h e  c o u n t y  c o u r t  p l a c e d  a  wooden s t a t u e  of P a t r i c k  Henry, V i r g i n i a  
governor  when Monongalia County was foimed i n  1776, on t o p  of t h e  1848 c o u r t h o u s e .  T h i s  

I s t a t u e  s t a n d s  i n  t h e  t u r r e t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o u r t h o u s e .  
The c o u n t y  c o u r t  o r d e r e d  t h e  two-s tory  b r i c k  j a i l  and j a i l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  e r e c t e d  

behind t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  1 8 5 0  t o  b e  demolished i n  1881. A new two-s tory  s t o n e  j a i l  
and two-s to ry  b r i c k  r e s i d e n c e  r e p l a c e d  t h e  j a i l  and r e s i d e n c e  t h a t  y e a r .  Other  j a i l h o u s e s  
on o r  v e r y  n e a r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t e  had been b u i l t  in 1784, 1793,  and 1825. 

I n  1884,  t h e  o l d  c o u r t h o u s e  was d e c l a r e d  dangerous .  However, t h e  coun ty  c o u r t  
postponed p l a n s  f o r  a  new cou+%house due t o  o p p o s i t i o n  from county  r e s i d e n t s .  S t i l l ,  
t h e  c o u r t  h i r e d  Jmes P.  B a i l e y ,  a  P i t t s b u r g h  a r c h i t e c t ,  f o r  $25.00 t o  make p l a n s  f o r  
a new c o u r t h ~ u s e  in 1887.  County r e s i d e n t s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  o p t  f o r  temporary r e p a i r s  
of t h e  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  d e t e r i o r a t e d  beyond r e p a i r .  On September 13, 1890, coun ty  
o f f i c i a l s  , s u p p o r t e d  by c i r c u i t  c o u ~ t  o f f i c i a l  and l o c a l  a t t o r n e y s ,  took  d r a s t i c  
a c t i o n  a f t e r  v o t e r s  d e f e a t e d  two proposed bond i s s u e s  f o r  b u i l d i n g  a  new c o u r t h o u s e .  
A t  m i d n i g h t ,  coun ty  o f f i c i a l s  removed t h e  r e c o r d s  from t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  and o r d e r e d  
d e m o l i t i o n  t o  b e g i n .  When t h e  r e s i d e n t s  awoke t h e  n e x t  morning,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w a s  w e l l  
on i t s  way t o  n o n - e x i s t e n c e .  Unable t o  s t o p  t h e  c l a n d e s t i n e  d e n o l i t i o n  b e f o r e  i t s  
s t a r t ,  c i t i z e n s  s o u g h t  a c o u r t  i n j u n c i o n  t o  h a l t  f u r t h e r  work. However, d u r i n g  t h e  
n i g h t ,  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  o f f i c i a l s  had c o n v e n i e n t l y  l e f t  town. Loca l  l awyers  r e f u s e d  t o  

- 

r e p r e s e n t  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  l a t e r  i n j u n c t P o n  p r o c e e d i n g s .  
Fol lowing B a i l e y ' s  p l a n s  f o r  a n  e c l e s t i c  V i c t o r i a n  Romanesque s t y l e  b r i c k  and 

s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  George W.L. Yayers  b u i l d i n g  c o n t r a c t i n g  f i r m  of Fairmont ,  West 
V i r g i n i a  b u i l t  t h e  landmark s t r u c t u r e  f o r  $53,478.  T h i s  firm a l s o  b u i l t  t h e  t h i r d  
c o u r t h o u s e  of H a r r i s o n  County, W e s t  ~ i r g - i n i a .  The b u i l d e r s  l a i d  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  on J u n e  
20, 1 8 9 1 ,  West V i r g i n i a  Day, - a d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was completed in-that y e a r ;  &ir ing 

- 

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  c o u n t y  government and c i r c u i t  c o u r t  o p e r a t e d  f  rorn t h e  ~ G t h o d i s t  
- 

- P r o t e s t a n t  Church-on Walnut S t r e e t .  
Upon c o m p l e t ~ i o n ,  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  housed t h e  main o f f i c e s  of t h ?  county government 

and s t a t e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t ,  County r e c o r d s  w s r e  k e p t  i n  t h e  basement.  On t h e  west  s i d e  
sf t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  the c i r c u i t  c l e r k ,  s h e r i f f  and p r o s e c u t i n g  a t t o r n e y  had o f f i c e s ; -  
The e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  housed t h e  coun ty  c o u r t  o f f i c e s  and c o u n t y - c l e r k .  On 

- - - - 
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t h e  second f l o o r ,  j u r y  rooms occup ied  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  and t h e  c i r c u i t  
c o u r t  o f f i c e s  and room were i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end.  A t  v a r i o u s  t i z e s ,  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
a g e n t ,  s t a t e  p o l i c e ,  f e d e r a l  r e l i e f  a g e n c i e s ,  and t h e  county h e a l t h  depar tment  have had 
rooms i n  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e .  B e s i d e s  t h e  j a i l  and j a i l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  t h e  a s s e s s o r  had 
o f f i c e  s p a c e  i n  t h e  j a i l h o u s e .  

12 1975 ,  t h e  s h e r i f f ' s  t a x  o f f i c e ,  county c l e r k ,  county com.nission, a s s e s s o r  and 
a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  moved t o  a  new a d d i t i o n  on  t h e  n o r t h e r n  end o f  t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t . u r e .  The o t h e r  o f f i c e s  remained i n  t h e  o l d  c o u r t h o u s e  and j a i l h o u s e .  

Throughout h i s t o r y ,  t h e  cour t room h a s  been  used f o r  a wide v a r i e t y  o f  p u b l i c  mee t ings .  
The c o u r t h o u s e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and governmental ,  h e r i t a g e  of 
t h e  coun ty .  

I ts  c o u r t y a r d ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  a fo rement ioned  a c t i v i t i e s  was t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  
whipping p o s t ,  s t o c k s  and p i l l o r i e s  u n t i l  1818. P r e s e n t l y ,  i t  i s  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h r e e  
monuments t o  t h e  v e t e r a n s  and dead o f  America 's  v a r i o u s  wars .  It a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  r e s t  
a r e a  f o r  l o ~ q c o w n  s h o p p e r s  and s t o p  f o r  t h e  Piorgantown Transirr System buses .  

1 
The ! - lonongal ia  Courthouse  p r e s e n t  a  f i n e  example o f  an e c l e c t i c  V i c t o r i a n  Romanesque 

a r c h i t e c t ~ r a l  s t y l e .  The p o l y c h r o m a t i c  e x t e r i o r  o f  smooth r e d  b r i c k  w i t h  c u t  s t o n e  
arc;?es and vindow fra;nes e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  s t y l e .  The Ronanesque t u r r e t  w i t h  i t s  
c o n l c ~ l  ro2f  m o d i f i e s  t h e  s t r i k i n g ,  s q u a r e  c l o c k  tower and s o u t h e r n  entranceway tower .  
k c l o c k  i n  each of t h e  f o u r  f a c e s  o f  t h e  f r o n t  tower and b e l l  s t i l l  keep t ime f o r  t h e  
downtown a r e a .  The complex r o o f l i n e  w i t h  i t s  chimney and f l e u r - d e - l i s - t o p p e d  g a b l e s  
and s t o n e  s c r o n g  c o u r s e s  a l s o  a r e  no tewor thy .  

The j a i l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  j a i l h o u s e  i s  a n  example o f  I t a l i a n a t e  s t y l e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I t s  gab led  f a c a d e  w i t h  a  t r i a n g u l a r  peak  and p a i r e d  b r a c k e t s  under t h e  
eaves  e v l d e n c e  t h e  s t y l e .  A l s o ,  t h e  t a l l  window and a rched  door and windows w i t h  
o rnamenta l  l e n t i l s  a r e  handsome f e a t u r e s .  

D e s p i t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  1975  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c o u r t h o u s e  and s l i g h t  e x t e r i o r  
a l t 2 r a t L o n s  and more e x t e n s i v e  i n t e r i o r  r e n o v a t i o n s ,  t h e  appearance  of t h e  cour thouse  
h-s r e n a i n e d  n e a r l y  t h e  same s i n c e  1891.  The a d d i t i o n  does n o t  d e t r a c t  from t h e  
~ r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A l t e r a t i o n s  have e f f e c t i v e l y  
-?=.n;ed tY.e i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  appearance  of t h e  j a i l .  The j a i l e r ' s  r e s i d e n c e  
x % r t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  w h i l e  s u f f e r i n g  from i n t e r i o r  r emode l ing ,  h a s  been changed 

t 5 e  e x t e r i o r  t o  a l e s s e r  d e g r e e  t h a n  t h e  j a i l .  Flanked and b r i c k e d  by modern 
;-dings and sur rounded  by a  busy u r b a n  a r e a ,  t h e  Monongalia County Courthouse and 
'ncuse i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  downtown a r e a  p r e s e r v e  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  
x2ge of t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c 2 n t u r y ,  a  p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n  from a  r u r a l  farm 

r e  t o  an  u rban  i n d u s t r i a l  c u l t u r e  f o r  hlonongalia County and Xorgantown. 
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f o r  167 '  a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  between t h e  o l d  c o u r t h o u s e , a n d  t h e  cour thouse  annex, t h e n c e  i n  
an  e a s t - s o u t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  e i g h t y  f e e t  a long  a l i n e  between t h e  c o u r t y a r d  
and C i t i z e n s  B u i l d i n g  t o  High S t r e e t ,  t h e n c e  SSW a l o n g  High S t .  f o r  a  d i s t a n c e  of 
125' t o  Court  S t r e e t ,  t h e n c e  a l o n g  Court. S t r e e t  i n  a n o r t h w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  t o  Chestnut  
S t r e e t  i n  a  n o r t h - n o r t h e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  125'  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  beg inn ing  ( s e e  
a t t a c h e d  p l a t '  s map). 








