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1 Descr~be present and historic physical appearance. 
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M i d d l e  Moun ta in  Cabins c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  c a b i n s  l o c a t e d  on M i d d l e  Mounta in  i n  t h e  
Monongahel a  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  i n  Randolph County, West V i r g i n i a .  The c a b i n s  occupy 
a  3 . 5 - a c r e  s i t e  app rox ima te l y  e i g h t e e n  m i l e s  sou th  o f  Wymer, West V i r g i n i a  and 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e l v e  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  Thornwood, West V i r g i n i a  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  o f  
M i d d l e  Moun ta in  Road a t  Camp F i v e  Run. The t h r e e  c a b i n s  f r o n t  a  sma l l ,  g r a s s -  
cove red  c l e a r i n g ,  l o c a t e d  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  s i d e  o f  an a u x i l i a r y  road ,  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  640 f e e t  n o r t h e a s t  o f  M i d d l  e  Mounta in  Road. A f o u r - c a r  g r a v e l e d  
p a r k i n g  a r e a  i s  l o c a t e d  o p p o s i t e  t h e  c l e a r i n g ,  wh ich  i s  separa ted f r o m  t h e  r o a d  
by a  p o s t  and r a i l  fence.  To t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  c a b i n s  i s  a  wooded s l o p e  compr ised 
l a r g e l y  o f  r e d  spruce.  Cabins No. 1 and No. 2 a r e  s i t e d  approx ima te l y  seven ty  
f e e t  s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  road ,  and a r e  approx ima te l y  f o r t y - f i v e  f e e t  
a p a r t ,  w h i l e  t h e  Main Cabin i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o r t y  f e e t  sou theas t  o f  t h e  
a u x i l i a r y  r o a d  and e i g h t y  f e e t  n o r t h e a s t  o f  Cab in  No. 1. The c l e a r i n g  on wh ich  
t h e  c a b i n s  f r o n t  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  wood p i c n i c  t a b l e s  and benches, a  p o s t  and r a i l  
f e n c e  b o r d e r i n g  t h e  access road,  and s t o n e  s teps  and walks .  A wood-frame 
l a t r i n e ,  o f  r e c e n t  da te ,  i s  l o c a t e d  s o u t h e a s t  o f  Cabin Nos. 1 and 2.  A s p r i n g -  
fed, dammed pond, c o v e r i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one-ha1 f - a c r e  i s  1  oca ted  across  t h e  
a u x i l  i a r y  r o a d  f rom t h e  cab ins  t o  t h e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  Main Cabin.  The rema inder  of  
t h e  s i t e  i s  dense ly  wooded. 

The Main  Cabin i s  a  s i n g l e  s t o r y ,  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  s t a i n e d  l o g  b u i l d i n g  measur ing  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  twen ty - two  f e e t  by twen ty  f e e t .  The gab led  r o o f  ex tends beyond t h e  
p l a n e  o f  t h e  c a b i n ' s  f r o n t  (wes t )  facade t o  she1 t e r  a  f u l l  - l e n g t h  po rch .  The 
c a b i n  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  spruce l o g s ,  s p i k e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  e i g h t y - p o u n d  s p i k e s ,  
w i t h  s a d d l e  and n o t c h  c o r n e r s .  The u n d e r s i d e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l o g s  a r e  ho l l owed ,  
p r o v i d i n g  a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  cupped s u r f a c e  t h a t  assures a  t i g h t  f i t  between t h e  
courses.  The a x - c u t  ends o f  a l l  l o g s  p r o j e c t  beyond t h e  w a l l  p l a n e  by as much 
as t h r e e  f e e t .  The g a b l e  r o o f  i s  cove red  w i t h  cedar  s h i n g l e s ,  o f  r e c e n t  v i n t a g e ,  
and i n c l u d e s  w ide  overhang ing eaves w i t h  exposed r i d g e  p o l e ,  r a f t e r s ,  and p u r l  i n s  
beneath .  Window openings a r e  r e c t a n g u l a r ,  w i t h  s imp le  wood p l a n k  frames and a  
c o m b i n a t i o n  of  e i g h t - l i g h t  awning and e i g h t - l i g h t  casement wood sash. Windows 
a r e  p a i r e d  on t h e  south  and e a s t  facades,  w h i l e  t h e  west  facade i n c l u d e s  e i g h t -  
1  i g h t  casement sash f l a n k i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  e n t r y .  The sou th  facade a l s o  i n c l u d e s  
a  s m a l l ,  f i x e d ,  t w o - l i g h t  window l o c a t e d  west  o f  t h e  p a i r e d  awning sash. A 
s i m p l e  wood d o o r  w i t h  s i x  smal l  l i g h t s  i s  c e n t e r e d  i n  t h e  west  facade.  The r o o f  
e x t e n s i o n  t h a t  s h e l t e r s  t h e  po rch  i s  suppor ted  by l o g  p o s t s  and has a  l o g  

See continuation sheet 
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Middle Mountain Cab ins  
Randolph County ,  West V i r g i n i a  
D e s c r i p t i o n  ( c o n t i n u e d )  

b a l u s t r a d e .  The porch  f l o o r i n g  r e s t s  on t r a n s v e r s e  l o g  j o i s t s  s u p p o r t e d  by a 
l o n g i t u d i n a l  l o g  s i l l .  The c a b i n ' s  l o g  s i l l s  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  on s t o n e  f o o t i n g s .  
A b a t t e r e d  s t o n e  chimney o f  randomly l a i d  f i e l d s t o n e  wi th  a  rough-formed c o n c r e t e  
f o o t i n g  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  f a c a d e .  The p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  chimney s t a c k  above 
t h e  b r e a s t  was r e c o n s t r u c t e d ,  u s i n g  random-coursed  a s h l a r ,  p r i o r  t o  1951 .  

The i n t e r i o r  p l a n  o f  t h e  c a b i n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  s i n g l e  room w i t h  exposed  l o g  
r a f t e r s ,  p u r l i n s ,  and t i e  beams. The s t o n e  f i r e p l a c e  on t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  i s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  c o u r s e d  a s h l a r  w i t h  a  f l a t  a r c h  opening  composed o f  v o u s s o i r s  and 
k e y s t o n e .  The f i r e p l a c e  a1 s o  i n c l u d e s  a  s t o n e  mantel  and b r i c k  h e a r t h .  I n t e r i o r  
f l o o r i n g  i s  hardwood. The c a b i n  i s  f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  bunks,  t a b l e s ,  and c h a i r s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  s p r u c e  and b i r c h  l o g s .  T h i s  f u r n i t u r e  i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l  t o  t h e  
bui  1  d i n g .  

The Main Cabin has  been we l l  m a i n t a i n e d  s i n c e  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  However, 
i s o l a t e d  a r e a s  o f  r o t  and powder p o s t  b e e t l e  i n f e s t a t i o n  have r e q u i r e d  t h e  
r e p l a c e m e n t ,  w i t h  l i k e  m a t e r i a l s ,  o f  two porch  p o s t s  and t h e  s i s t e r i n g  o f  two 
l o g s  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  end j o i s t s  o f  t h e  p o r c h .  Recent  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of  a  new r o o f  
s u b s t i t u t e d  plywood f o r  t h e  o r i g i n a l  t ongue  and g roove  r o o f e r s ,  b u t  r e p l a c e d  t h e  
c e d a r  s h i n g l e s  w i t h  ma tch ing  m a t e r i a l s .  A smal l  s k y l i g h t  has  been i n t r o d u c e d  
i n t o  t h e  r e a r  ( e a s t )  s l o p e  of  t h e  r o o f .  The open a r e a  o r i g i n a l l y  l o c a t e d  b e n e a t h  
t h e  po rch  was c l o s e d  o f f  w i t h  a  d r y  s t o n e  wal l  p r i o r  t o  1951.  The o r i g i n a l  two- 
o v e r - t w o  doubl  e -hung wood s a s h  were  r ep1  aced  by t h e  p r e s e n t  mu1 t i  pl e - 1  i g h t  
ca semen t  s a s h  d u r i n g  t h e  1950s .  P r o b a b l y  a t  t h e  same d a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wood 
p l a n k  s h u t t e r s  were removed from a l l  window o p e n i n g s .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  a1 t e r a t i o n s  
t h e  Main Cabin r e t a i n s  i t s  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  and has  a  h igh  d e g r e e  o f  i n t e g r i t y .  

Cabin  Nos. 1 and 2 a r e  m i r r o r  images o f  e a c h  o t h e r .  The two b u i l d i n g s  a r e  s i t e d  
a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  one  a n o t h e r  and a r e  l o c a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o r t y - f i v e  f e e t  
a p a r t .  Each c a b i n  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  p l a n ,  measu r ing  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y - f i v e  
f e e t  by f o u r t e e n  f e e t .  The s i n g l e  s t o r y ,  g a b l e - r o o f e d ,  wood-frame b u i l d i n g s  a r e  
s i d e d  w i t h  waney-edged c l a p b o a r d s .  F o u n d a t i o n s  c o n s i s t  o f  low s t o n e  p i e r s  w i t h  
d r y  l a i d  r u b b l e  s t o n e  occupy ing  t h e  v o i d s  between t h e  p i e r s .  A b a t t e r e d  e x t e r i o r  
chimney o f  c o u r s e d  a s h l a r  s tonework  i s  l o c a t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  west f a c a d e  o f  Cabin  
No. 2 and t h e  n o r t h e a s t  f a c a d e  o f  Cabin  No. 1. The c a b i n s '  r e c t a n g u l a r  window 
o p e n i n g s  have  s i m p l e  wood p l a n k  f r a m e s  and wood casement  s a s h  o f  n i n e  and f o u r  
1  i g h t s .  S i m p l e ,  f o u r - 1  i g h t ,  wood d o o r s  a r e  a s y m m e t r i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  f a c a d e s  
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f ront ing  onto the  c l ea r ing .  Each entry i s  a lso  f i t t e d  with a  replacement screen 
door. The principal  facades of both buildings a re  asymmetrically balanced 
compositions. 

The i n t e r i o r s  of Cabin Nos. 1 and 2 consis t  of two rooms separated by a  paneled 
p a r t i t i o n  wall.  The r a f t e r s  and t i e  beams of the roof s t r u c t u r e  are  exposed t o  
view in both rooms. The t i e  beams are  connected t o  the  r a f t e r s  w i t h  addit ional  
supports tha t  emulate king post t russes .  All i n t e r i o r  walls  have ve r t i ca l  wood 
paneling. The ent ry  opens in to  a  l iv ing  room with hardwood f loor ing  and a 
bat tered f i r ep lace  constructed of dressed coursed ashlar  with a  stone mantel and 
brick hearth.  A f l a t  arch f i r ep lace  opening includes voussoirs and a  keystone. 
Bu i l t - in  wood shelves f lank the  f i r e p l a c e .  The sleeping quar ters  a re  separated 
from the  l iv ing  room by a  paneled p a r t i t i o n  w i t h  a  wood plank door. Cabin Nos. 
1 and 2 have been well maintained since t h e i r  construct ion and re ta in  t h e i r  
or ig inal  appearance and i n t e g r i t y .  



8. Statement of Slgniflcance 
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Midd le  Mountain Cabins, l o ca ted  w i t h i n  t he  Monongahela Na t i ona l  Fores t  i n  
Randolph County, West V i r g i n i a ,  a re  r ep resen ta t i ve  o f  t h e  Fores t  Serv ice 's  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  Greenbr ie r  d i s t r i c t  o f  t he  Fores t  and, s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  o f  t he  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  p layed  by Fores t  Ranger Don Gaudineer i n  t h e  development o f  t he  
Fores t  Se rv i ce ' s  presence i n  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  Fo res t .  The Main Cabin, 
cons t ruc ted  by Gaudineer, c o n s t i t u t e s  a  unique s t y l e  o f  l o g  cab in  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  It does no t  conform t o  l o c a l  ve rnacu la r  s t y l e s  i n  e i t h e r  
appearance o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  techniques.  Likewise, t h e  cab in ' s  des ign i s  unique 
among l o c a l  Fores t  Se rv i ce  l o g  b u i l d i n g s .  The two l a t e r  cab ins a t  t he  s i t e  
represen t  adap ta t ions  o f  s tandard ized designs in tended t o  accommodate a  s p e c i f i c  
s i t e  and s e t t i n g .  

The Na t i ona l  Fores t  Se rv i ce  f i r s t  acqui red p rope r t y  w i t h i n  t he  f u t u r e  Monongahel a  
Na t i ona l  Fores t  i n  1915, t e n  years  a f t e r  Pres ident  Theodore Roosevel t c rea ted  t he  
Na t i ona l  Fores t  Se rv i ce  by means o f  an Execut ive Order.  I n  West V i r g i n i a ,  the 
Fores t  Serv ice  concen t ra ted  i t s  e a r l y  e f f o r t s  on 1  and a c q u i s i t i o n ,  w i t h  an 
emphasis on p r o v i d i n g  f o r  f o r e s t  f i r e  p reven t ion ,  r e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  and t imber  
management. By 1930 t h e  Monongahel a  N a t i o ~ a l  Fores t  compri sed 252,000 acres,  o f  
which 102,000 acres had been burned over .  

' ~ a n e t  B rash le r ,  "Be fo re  John K ing  A r r i ved :  E a r l y  Hi  s t o r y  o f  t h e  Monongahel a  
Na t i ona l  Fo res t , "  Goldenseal (Win te r  1983): 62-63. 

See continuation sheet 
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Middle Mountain Cabins 
Randolph County, West Virginia 
Statement of Signif icance (continued) 

The portion of the  National Forest in which the Middle Mountain Cabins are 
located was purchased from the Wildell Lumber Company in 1929. This t r a c t ,  which 
t o t a l  led nearly 12,000 acres in Rand01 p h  and Pocahontas Counties, s ign i f i can t ly  
increased the  Forest Service 's  presence in t h i s  portion of West v i r g i n i a . *  To 
improve access t o  the  newly acquired t r a c t ,  the  Forest Service constructed 
twenty-one miles of road along the  f lank of Middle Mountain in 1930. The 
following yea r ,  1931, Ranger Don Gaudineer planned and supervised the 
construct ion of Middle Mountain Cabin along the  new road. 

Don Gaudineer (1901-1936) was raised in New York City and received h is  fo res t ry  
t r a i n i n g  from the  New York S ta te  Ranger College near Elmira, New York. After 
graduating in 1922, he worked for  the S ta te  of Maine as deputy f o r e s t  f i r e  warden 
in the  Androscoggin Waters D i s t r i c t .  Gaudi neer t ransfer red  t o  the  Monongahel a  
National Forest in 1926, a f t e r  serving two years as a  fo res t  guard and a s s i s t a n t  
ranger in New Hampshire's White Mountain National Forest .  Gaudineer worked eight  
years  (1926-1934) in the  Greenbrier Ranger D i s t r i c t  of the Mono~gahela National 
Forest and two years (1934-1936) in the Cheat Ranger D i s t r i c t .  

Gaudineer determined t o  construct  a  cabin on Middle Mountain t o  provide quar ters  
f o r  f i r e  lookouts and t o  serve as a  base f o r  conducting other  Forest Service 
a c t i v i t i e s .  Fire prevention, and f i r e  f ight ing  const i tu ted  the principal  
a c t i v i t i e s  of most Forest S ~ r v i c e  personnel i n  the Monongahel a  National Forest 
during the  1920s and 1930s. Gaudineer's crews a lso  erected telephone 1 ines ,  

 and Acquisi t ion,  Wildell Lumber Company t o  United S ta tes  of America. 
Conveyance F i l e .  On f i l e  a t  National Forest Service Admini s t r a t i v e  Office,  
Elkins, West Virginia.  

3 ~ i d d l e  Mountain Road F i l e ,  O n  f i l e  a t  National Forest Service 
Administrative Office,  Elkins, West Virginia.  

4 C .  R .  McKim, "Report of Monongahela Gateway: History of the  Monongahel a  
National Forest" (n . d . )  . Manuscript on f i l e  a t  National Forest Service 
Administrative Office,  Elkins, West Virginia.  

5 ~ r a s h l e r ,  "Before John King," 62. 
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Mi ddl e Mountain Cabins 
Randolph County, West Virginia 
Statement of Significance (continued) 

picked pine cones for seeds, planted seedlings as a reforestation measure, and 
laid out trails for recreational purposes and to facilitate the movement of 
rangers through the Forest. 

In 1931 Gaudineer received $500 from Region Seven of the6United States Forest 
Service to construct a guard station on Middle Mountain. Gaudineer selected 
the site for the cabin, along a former logging railroad right-of-way 
approximately 640 feet northeast of the newly constructed Middle Mountain Road. 
The spruce trees used to build the cabin were obtained from nearby Old Five Mile 
Run Road on Camp Five Run and were hauled to the site by truck. Teams of horses 
and a tractor were used to skid the logs to the actual construction site, which 
had been cleared of trees and stumps. A local blacksmith modified a foot adze 
to permit the work crew to hew the concave cup in the bottom side of the logs, 
assuring a close fit between courses and eliminating the need for chinking. 

Gaudineer apparently designed and constructed the cabin based upon the methods 
and guidelines contained in Chi1 son Aldrich's The Real Log Cab in ,  a book he had 
first encountered at the New York State Ranger College. The completed cabin 
closely conforms to many of the examples described and i l l  ustrated in Aldrich's 
book, while presenting a distinctly different appearance from local vernacular 
log construction. Local vernacular log buildings, as well as other log buildings 
erected in the region by the Forest Service, predominately employ squared logs 
with dovetailed corners, log ends that slightly project a uniform distance beyond 
the wall planes, and extensive use of chinking. Gaudineer's cabin is much more 
expressive and detai 1 ed than these buildings. It uti 1 i zes unsquared 1 ogs with 
saddle and notch corners, log ends that project various lengths beyond the wall 
planes, and an absence of chinking. These characteristics are a1 1 illustrated 
by Aldrich, who argued that such attributes maintained a more natural 

'~ohn King, " A  Year With Don Gaudineer," (n.d.), 12. Manuscript on file at 
National Forest Service Administrative Office, Elkins, West Virginia. 

7~bid., 14. 

'~ohn King, "Protecting Uncle Sam's Interests: A Year in the Forest 
Service," Goldenseal (Winter 1983): 61. 
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"picturesque" appearance.9 Gaudi neer conceived of and constructed t h i s  cabin 
n o t  merely as a u t i l i t a r i a n  building,  b u t  ra ther  as an expression of his 
personnel aes the t i c .  

In 1934, a f t e r  several promotions, Gaudineer was transferred from the Greenbrier 
D i s t r i c t  t o  the Cheat Ranger D i s t r i c t  i n  Parsons, West Virginia, where he served 
as principal fo res t  ranger. He served as d i s t r i c t  ranger for  a year ,  unt i l  h is  
untimely death in April 1936. Gaudifieer died while attempting t o  save his  
children from a home e l ec t r i c a l  f i r e .  The United Sta tes  Forest Service has 
honored Gaudineer, and his  important ro le  i n  the ear ly  development of the 
Monongahel a National Forest by nami ng the Gaudi ne;r Lookout Tower, Gaudi neer 
Knob, and the Gaudineer Scenic Area i n  h is  memory. 

The other two cabins located a t  the s i t e ,  Cabin Nos. 1 and 2 ,  were erected i n  
1939 as b u n k  houses for  Forest Service personnel. The buildings, which are 
mirror images of each other,  are  excel 1 ent examples of standard plan construction 
u t i l i z ed  by the Forest Service and  the Civil ian Conservation Corps ( C C C )  during 
the period from 1933 t o  1942. Crews from the Thornwoo$cJ C C C  camp, located twelve 
miles south of the s i t e ,  constructed the two cabins. The Thornwood camp was 
one of approximately twenty-one C C C  camp: that  operated w i t h i n  the Monongahela 
National Forest,  between 1933 and 1940. 

' ~ h i l s o n  D. Aldrich, The Real Log C a b i n ,  rev.  ed. (New York: Macmillan Co., 
1928), 114. 

' O ~ c ~ i m ,  "Report of the Monongahel a Gateway. " 

" ~ a n e t  Brashler, "Don Gaudineer: The Ranger's Ranger, " Goldenseal (Winter 
1983) : 60.  

" ~ i d d l e  Mountain Cabin F i le ,  O n  f i l e  a t  Greenbrier Ranger Sta t ion,  Bartow, 
West Virginia. 

13 11 Inventory of United S ta tes  Forest Service Administration S i t e s ,  Fire 
Towers, and CCC Camps: Monongahela National Forest" (1986). Manuscript on  f i l e  
a t  National Forest Service Administrative Office, Elkins, West Virginia.  
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Bill McDaniel s and 01 1 ie McDonald supervised the construction of Cabin Nos. 1 and 
2 by the CLC youth. The buildings util ized material salvaged from an earl ier CCC 
building. A 1939 architectural drawing depicts the standard plan used during 
construction, which constituted a two-room single story wood frame cabin. The 
waney-edged clapboard siding of Cabin Nos. 1 and 2 represents a departure from 
standard practice within the Monongahela National Forest. Most CCC-built 
structures within the Forest were sided with milled siding. The waney-edged 
material used in this instance was intended to preserve the rusticity of the 
cabin site and meld the new buildings with the existing Gaudineer's cabin. 

Although originally constructed for Forest Service personnel, the three cabins 
that comprise Middle Mountain Cabins have been converted to recreational use. 
Both the cabins and the site have been well maintained and retain a high degree 
of integrity. 

The Gaudineer Cabin is important as a unique architectural expression of log 
construction within the region. It is historically associated with the early 
history of the Monongahela National Forest in this portion of West Virginia, 
having been constructed as a guard cabin for rangers assigned to patrol the woods 
against forest fires. Additionally, it is closely associated with Ranger Don 
Gaudineer, a guiding force in the early history of the Monongahela National 
Forest's Greenbrier Ranger District. Cabin Nos. 1 and 2 are examples of 
standardized rustic building design, as codified by the Civil i an Conservation 
Corps during the 1930s. The CCC, an important New Deal agency, played a 
significant role in the Monongahela National Forest during this period, taking 
an active part in reforestation and construction programs. The examples of CCC 
construction at Middle Mountain Cabins i 1 1  ustrate how standardized plans were 
adapted to accommodate the specific qua1 ities of a particular site and setting. 

14~iddle Mountain Cabin File. 
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