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I. Name 

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number 371 South Nigh S t r e e t  - not for publication 

city, town Morgmt o m  - vicinity of 2n&ongressional district 

,tate West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county Monongal i a  code 061 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district. - public occupied - agriculture - museum 
X building>s) private - unoccupied X commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress educational - private residence 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered -X jes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - olher: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Comuntzis T h e a t r e  Bl dg* . I n c ,  

city, town Morgant o m  - vicinity of state Vest V i r g i n i a  26505 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. b1onongalia County Court House 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

date May 1931 - federal _x- state - county - local 

B i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  U n i t  
depository for survey records West V i r g i n i a  Dept  . of C u l t u r e  and H i s t  o m .  C u l t u r a l  Cent  e 

city, town Char1  es t  on state West V i r g i n i a  



Condition Check one CR=k lipno 
X X r excellent - deteriorated - unaltered - originai site 

2 good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date 
f a i r  - unexposed 

Describe the ppesmt and original (it known) physical appmrance 

The Xet ropol i t an=Thea t re ,  designed by C.W. Bates  and opened t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  J u l y  24 ,  1924,  is composed of a  s i n g l e - f l o o r  audi to r ium w i t h  
balcony.  I t  i s  l o c a t e d  on w e s t  s i d e  of main s t r e e t  i n  downtown Morgantown 
(High S t r e e t )  between Wall and Faye t t e  s t r e e t s .  The b u i l d i n g  is s t r u c t u r -  
a l l y  de tached  from t h e  b u i l d i n g s  which ad jo in  i t  on e i t h e r  s i d e .  The 
dimensions  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  a r e  72'-0" X 143' - O f f .  There are two s t o r e s  
on t h e  ground f l o o r  and a  s t a i r c a s e  lead ing  down t o  a  l a r g e  pool  room, 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  t h r e e  double doors  i n t o  t h e  t h e a t r e  on the main f acade .  
There a r e  n o r e  t han  50 rooms i n  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  

S t r u c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  founda t ions  a r e  cont inuous conc re t e  w i t h  i n t e r n a l  
c o n c r e t e  p i e r s  and l a l l y  columns suppor t ing  t h e  s t a g e  and f r o n t  s e c t i o n .  
The e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  loadbear ing ( conc re t e )  wi th  b r i c k  f a c i n g  with 
b r i c k s  l a i d  i n  s t r e t c h e r  bond, wi th  headers  a t  t h e  edge of p i l a s t e r s  and 
a t  window openings;  t h e  facade has s o  l i t t l e  b r i c k ,  compared t o  t h e  u s e  of 
c o n c ~ e t e  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c e r n  p a t t e r n  f o r  the bond. A l l  
f l o o r s  are of conc re t e  s t r e s s  cons t ruc t ion .  The f r o n t  s e c t i o n  of t h e  
b u i l d i n g  i s  d iv ided  i n t o  f i v e  s t r u c t u r a l  bays ,  while t h e  audi to r ium i s  
comple te ly  spa r r ed  by a s e r i e s  of warren t r e s s e s  spanning ' 72 ' -0" .  A 
maze of L - beam g r i d e r s  suppor t s  t h e  balcony. The e n t i r e  b u i l d i n g  is 
covered w i t h  a  f l a t  roof  which s t e p s  up once t o  t h e  f l y  a r e a ,  '70' - 0" from 
s t a g e  l e v e l .  The material used was 3-ply b u i l t u p  t a r  and f e l t .  The 
b u i l d i n g  i s  of f i r e p r o o f  cons t ruc t ion  and can be completely evacua ted  i n  
two minutes .  Over 4 ,000  b a r r e l s  of cement were used i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  t h e a t r e ,  and Moaongah@la Supply fu rn i shed  t h e  cement, p i p i n g ,  
c o n d u i t s  and some of t h e  hardware. 

- The p l a n s  f o r  t h e  $500,000 b u i l d i n g  are gone, and the a r c h i t e c t ' s  
wife  d e s t r o y e d  h i s  s k e t c h e s ,  s o  it i s  hard t o  know e x a c t l y  how many rooms 
a r e  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing .  A 1924 d e s c r i p t i o n  noted a large room i n  t h e  basement 
t o  house a  c a f e t e r i a ,  b i l l i a r d  room and ba rbe r  shopc A sub-basement 
i nc luded  t h e  power p l a n t  and hea t ing  and v e n t i l a t i n g  systems.  Under t h e  
s t a g e  was a  room f o r  mus ic ians ,  p l u s  space f o r  scenery ,  baggage rooms and 
d r e s s i n g  rooms. The d r e s s i n g  rooms were on o u t s i d e  w a l l s  t o  g e t  l i g h t  
and v e n t i l a t i o n .  Above t h e  pool  room (below t h e  t h e a t r e )  are two s t o r a g e  
rooms - one very  l a r g e  under t h e  lobby a r e a  and a sma l l e r  one under one 
of t h e  sma l l  s t o r a g e  rooms. A complete sign shop w a s  l o c a t e d  in one of 
t h e  basement rooms. 

The e a s t  (main) facade  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  f e a t u r e s  Reo-Class ical  Revival 
d e t a i l s ,  more exhuberant  than  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  CoPson H a l l ,  
a l s o  des igned  by B a t e s ,  but  based on t h e  c l a s s i c a l  f ive-bay symmetry of t h e  
Georgian stjrle. F l u t e d  Concrete i o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  w i th  egg and d a r t  d e t a i l  : 

s e t  o f f  t h e  n o r t h  and sou th  bays;  t h e  p a i r e d  p i l a s t e r s  r e s t  on a b r i c k  
base whish p r o j e c t s  s l i g h t l y  cane cou r se )  from t h e  main f acade ,  Two 
b r i c k  p i l a s t e r s  s e t  o f f  t h e  c e n t e r  bays. The p i l a s t e r s  do no t  r e a c h  
down t o  ground l e v e l ,  a s  t h a t  a r e a  is  used f o r  two s m a l l  s t o r e s  and the 

a 
B 

t h r e e  pairs of g l a s s  double doors  l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  lobby. The e n t r y  l e v e l  
has  a - c o n c r e t e  founda t ion ,  c o n c r e t e  surrounds f o r  t h e  double  d o o r s ,  
f ixed  s a s h  windows wi th  transoms f o r  t h e  shops and a c o n c r e t e  s l x i a g  c o u r s s ,  
which s e r v e s  a s  a  base f o r  t h e  p i l a s t e r s .  While the b u i l d i n g  is a c t u a l l y  
a t h e a t r e  and balcony,  it g i v e s  t h e  appearance sf being a  t h r e e - s t o r y  
S t r u c t u r e  on t h e  e a s t  f acade  because 03 t h e  two l e v e l s  of windows. The 
lower l e v e l  windows have c o n c r e t e  sur rounds ,  round arches wi th  keytones  

i 
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and  no  l i g h t S ( a l 1  c o n c r e t e )  and  e i g h t - l i g h t  casement  windows ( o p e n i n g  t o  
i n s i d e ) .  The t h i r d  l e v e l  "windows" were a lways  e n c l o s e d  and  are c o n c r e t e  
s l a b s  w i t h  a d e c o r a t i v e  m o l d i n g ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  c e n t e r  o n e  which  had 
a s m a l l  window p i e r c e d  i n t o  it and  a ba l cony  added .  Topping  t h e  main  
f a c a d e  is a c o n c r e t e  e n t a b l a t u r e  w i t h  c i r c u l a r  m e d a l l i o n s  a n d  " h f e t r o p o l i t  an"  
i n  t h e  f r i e z e .  The c o r n i  se is  se t  o f f  by d e n t i l s ,  and  a lorn b r i c k  a n d  
c o n c r e t e  p a r a p e t  t o p s  t h e  c o r n i s e .  The marquee f e a t u r e s  " h i e t r o p o l i t a n "  in 
A r t  Deco l e t t e r i n g  - n o t  shown on a 1924 i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  
was a marquee  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  t h e a t r e  f e a t u r e s  a  l o b b y  w i t h  marble s l a b  w a l l s  
and  an e n t a b l a t u r e  w i t h  f l u t e d  f r i e z e  and d e n t i l s  a n d  e g g  and  d a r t  m o t i f  
on t h e  c o r n e r .  The c e i l i n g  h a s  a s u n b u r s t  m e d a l l i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  a n d  
smaller m e d a l l i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  l i g h t s ,  a l l  s u r r o u n d e d  by a g a r l a n d  d e s i g n .  
Tma s t a i r w a y s ,  o n e  or! e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h e  l o b b y ,  l e n d  t o  t h e  b a l c o n y ,  p r o j e c t i . o n  
b o o t h ,  u p p e r  l o b b y  and  o f f i c e s .  Two d o u b l e  d o o r s  l e a d  o f f  t h e  w e s t  e n d  
of  t h e  l o b b y  i n t o  t h e  t h e a t r e  i t s e l f .  The  o r i g i n a l  t h e a t r e  h2d a s e a t i n g  
c a p a c i t y  o f  1 , 3 0 0  ( 8 0 0  on  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  400  on t h e  b a l c o n y ,  a n d  1 0 0  
more on t h e  rear b a l c o n y ) ;  O v e r s i z e d  s e a t s  were p r o v i d e d  f o r  o v e r s i z ~ d  
p a t r o n s .  T h e r e  are t h r e e  b o x e s  on e a c h  s i d e  on b o t h  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  
f l o o r s .  C l a s s i c a l  d e t a i l s  of  g a r l a n d s ,  m e d a l l i o n s  and  egg  and  d a r t  
m o t i f  a r e  u s e d  as  d e c o r a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h e a t r e .  Dancing  nymphs are 
f e a t u r e d  on t h e  wood b a l c o n y  r a i l ,  and  cast i r o n  g a r l a n d s  and g r e c i a n  
u r n s  d e c o r a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e a t s ,  s t i l l  i n  p l a c e  a t  t h e  Met. The c o f f e r e d  
c e i l i n g  o r i g i n a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  f o u r  c r y s t a l  c h a n d e l i e r s  f rom C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  
t h a t  vere made o f  2 , 7 0 0  p i e c e s  e a c h ,  b u t  t h e s e  m e l t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 1  f i r e  
and  were r e p l a c e d  by s i m p l e r  l i g h t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were  16 s i d e  w a i l ,  
t h r e e - s o c k e t  c a n d l e s ,  2 c e i l i n g  c h a n d e l i e r s  i n  t h e  l o b b y  on t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  a n d  a huge c h a n d e l i e r  i n  t h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  l obby .  The c e i l i n g  is 
d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  a c c o u s t i c s  a n d  i s  f l a t  i n  t h e  
v e r y  back  of  t h e  room o v e r  t h e  b a l c o n y  f o r  sound dampening. R e c t a n g u l a r  
p a n e l s  set o f f  by m o l d i n g s  on t h e  w a l l s  a t  t h e  b a l c o n y  l e v e l  were B a t e s '  
way o f  dampening sound  i n  t h e  room. 

T h e r e  is an o r c h e s t r a  p i t  i n  f r o n t  of  t h e  s t a g e ,  The p roscen ium 
h a s  a 3 6 '  -0" o p e n i n g  and  is  3 7 '  -0" d e e p ,  w i t h  t h e  w a l l - t o - v a l l  w i d t h  
b e i n g  50 ' -0" .  The " f l y "  can  c a r r y  a s  many as 1 0 0  b a t o n s  f o r  d r o p s .  
T h e r e  are two d r e s s i n g  rooms on e a c h  s i d e  of t h e  s t a g e .  T h e r e  is a 
t r a p  d o o r  i n  t h e  f l o o r  of  t h e  s t a g e .  Doors  a b o u t  20'-0" and  4 0 ' 4 "  a b o v e  
t h e  s t a g e  now open  i n t o  s p a c e  b u t  were  u s e d  t o  h a u l  t r u n k s  o f  c o s t u m e s  
i n t o  d r e s s i n g  rooms on t h o s e  l e v e l s .  T h e r e  i s  a l a r g e  d o o r  on  t h e  r e a r  
f a c a d e  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s t a g e  a r e a  and  e x i t  s t a i r s  on t h e  
s i d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a t  t h e  r e a r .  The b u i i d i n g  is a b o u t  t w i c e  a s  high 
i n  t h e  b a c k  a s  on t h e  main f a c a d e  t o  accommodate t h e  s t a g e  s c e n e r y .  

When t h e  t h e a t r e  o p e n e d ,  i t s  f u r n i s h i n g s  w e r e  q u i t e  e l a b o r a t e .  The  
l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s ,  h a n g i n g s ,  d r a p e r i e s  and c u r t a i n s  were  a l l  " d e s i g n e d  
s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  making f o r  c o m p l e t e n e s s  and  harmony i n  a l l  
of i t s  i n t e r i o r  a p p o i n t m e n t s . "  The f o y e r  was f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  w i c k e r  
f u r n i t u r e  and  p o t t e d  p l a n t s .  The f i r s t  f l o o r  had rest and  r e t i r i n g  rooms 
f o r  women, p l u s  t h e  m a n a g e r ' s  o f f i c e  and check  rooms. The men had 
"smoking rooms and  r e t i r i n g  rooms" on  t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r .  These  l o u n g e  
rooms,  p l u s  t h e  m e z z a n i n e  room ( f o r  b o t h  men and  women) w e r e  f u r n i s h e d  
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i n  f  i b r e - r e e d  f u r n i t u r e  made by Northf i e l d  F u r n i t u r e  o f  Sheboygan, 
Wisconsin and s o l d  by Royal F u r n i t u r e  of  Morgantown; t h i s  was t h e  most 
modern t h e a t r e  f u r n i t u r e  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Morgantown 
P o s t  o f  J u l y  2 4 ,  1924. The o r i g i n a l  c o l o r  scheme was "French g r a y ,  o l d  
r o s e  and g o l d . "  

U t i l i t y  s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  t h e a t r e  was 03 v e r y  h i g h  q u a l i t y .  AccordLng - 
t o  t h e  Morgantown P o s t  o f  J u l y  2 4 ,  1924 ,  "deep down i n  t h e  s u b b a s e m e n t  
is a large r e i n f o r c e d  c o n c r e t e  v a u l t  w i t h  s t e e l  d o o r s .  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  
room, which  t h e  p u b l i c  n e v e r  sees, t h a t  p r o v i s i o n  i s  made f o r  t h e  k i n d s  
of  e lec t r ic  c u r r e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o p e r a t e  t h e  v e n t i l a t i n g  system, f a n s ,  
p i c t u r e  mach ines  p o w e r  p r o j e c t i o n  machines , l i g h t s ,  etc.  C u r r e n t  is 
d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  underground t h r o u g  4 a  l e a d  c o v e r e d  c a b l e .  
The 160 feet  o f  c a b l e  used  weighing more t h a n  800 pounds. I n s t e a d  of 
v o l t a g e ,  s u c h  as is o r d i n a r i l y  f u r n i s h e d  b u i l d i n g s  i n  Morgantown, 3200 
v o l t s  is d i r e c t l y  t a k e n  i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  where i t  is  changed t o  t h e  
various v e l t a g e s  d e s i r e d .  To do t h i s  it was n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n s t a l l  
t r a n s f o r m e r s  of  n i n e t y  k i l o w a t  c a p a c i t y .  A s  an a d d i t i o n a l  p r e c a u t i o n  
t o  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  a  comple te  set of e x t r a  t r a n s f o r m e r s  were 
i n s t a l l e d .  " The E l e c t r i c a l  Equipment Company o f  Morgantown f u r n i s h e d  
and i n s t a l l e d  t h e  l i g h t i n g  and e l e c t r i c a l  equipment ,  u s i n g  a s p e c i a l  
l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e  d e s i g n e r  from New York C i t y  who came t o  Morgantown 
t o  c o n s u l t  on t h a t  a s p e c t  of t h e  work. The t h e a t r e  was d e s i g n e d  
w i t h  h e a t i n g  and v e n t i l a t i n g  s y s t e m s  "of t h e  most approved t y p e .  " 
Vhen b u i l t ,  " a l l  t h e  a i r  i n  t h e  t h e a t r e  (was) washed and p u r i f i e d  b e f o r e  
b e i n g  a d m i t t e d .  During t h e  summer months t h e  a i r  (would)  b e  s e n t  t h r o u g h  
a  s p r a y  o f  c o l d  w a t e r ,  removing t h e  d u s t  and p roduc ing  a  c h i l l i n e s s  t h a t  
(would) make t h e  t h e a t r e  a  rendevous  f o r  t h o s e  s e e k i n g  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  
h e a t  " (Morgantown P o s t ,  J u l y  24 ,  1924) .  In 1933,  t h e  Met became one 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  t h e a t r e s  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  i n s t a l l  an a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  
sys tem;  t h i s  meant t h a t  e v e r y  c u b i c  i n c h  of a i r  i n  t h e  t h e a t r e  was-dis- 
p l a c e d  w i t h  c l e a n ,  f r e s h  a i r  e v e r y  t h r e e  minu tes .  



Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 

1800-1 899 
1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
3 architecture - education - military - social1 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy X - theater 
- communications - industry - politics/government - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1924 BuilderlArchitect C .V. Bates ,  Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The M e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  i n  downtown Morgantom opened i n  1924  and 
is e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i s t i n g  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  as 
one of  t h e  c i t y s s  b e s t  examples o f  N e o - c l a s s i c a l  Rev iva l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  
a s  t h e  o n l y  t h e a t r e  t o  have r e t a i n e d  its o r i g i n a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  
and a s  t h e  home of some of t h e  c i t y ' s  b e s t  l i v e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  60 y e a r s .  A s  s u c h ,  l i k e  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  Kearse T h e a t r e ,  i t  is a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  example of t h e a t r e  and moving p i c t u r e  house a r c h i t e c t u r e  
of  t h e  mid - 1 9 2 0 1 s ,  and i t  was b i l l e d  a s  "West V i r g i n i a ' s  most 
b e a u t i f u l  p layhouse"  when i t  opened J u l y  24 ,  1924,  2+ y e a r s  a f t e r  con- 
s t r u c t  ion began. 

The t h e a t r e  was owned by George P. and John P. Comunkls o f  
Morgan tom,  who purchased  t h e  l a n d  from Mi l ton  and H a t t i e  Hirschmaa of 
New York C i t y  f o r  $l3O,OOO on Januar.47- 1 0 ,  1921.  The a r c h i t e c t  f o r  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  was C.W. B a t e s  of Wheeling; B a t e s  a l s o  had branch offices 
i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Youngstown and Cleve land .  H e  a p p a r e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  
commission because  he  w a s  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  
C o l l e g e  o f  Law b u i l d i n g  (now Colson B a l l ) ,  and t h e  Comunes b r o t h e r s  
g o t  t o  know him from t h i s  p r o j e c t .  The Georgian  Rev iva l  f e a t u r e s  o f  
Colson H a l i  are e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  more o r n a t e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Theat re .No-  expenses 
w e r e  s p a r e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h i s  small-town c o u n t e r p a r t  t o  New Y o r k ' s  
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Opera House - hence t h e  name f o r  t h e  t h e a t r e .  C h a r l e s  T. 
Hosk ins  was t h e  f i r s t  manager of  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  w i t h  Herber t  A.  Shaw as  
h i s  assist a n t .  

The open ing  n i g h t  performance f e a t u r e d  "seven Acts of v a u d e v i l l e  
s e n t  h e r e  by t h e  B . F .  K e i t h  Amusement Company from i t s  N e w  York O f f i c e  
w i t h  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  p l a y e r s  a r e  among t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i c e d  and 
most c a p a b l e  under  t h e  K e i t h  management w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d "  ("New 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  Opens,"  hiorgantown P o s t  M e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  
S e c t i o n ,  24 J u l y  1924 ,  1 : l )  Uniformed u s h e r s  l e d  t h e  opening n i g h t  
g u e s t s  i n t o  t h e  1300-sea t  t h e a t r e .  Music was p rov ided  by Marvinf  s 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  Symphony ( L o u i s  H.  Marvin, d i r e c t o r ) ,  and a l l  t h e  l o c a l  
d i g n i t a r i e s  ( i n c l u d i n g  Jenn ings  Bandolph) were on hand t o  t h a n k  George, 
Harry  and John ComunQis f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  

From 1924 o n ,  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  h a s  p r o v i d e d  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  area 
r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  h i g h  q u a l i t y  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  and t h e  t h e a t r e  is  s t i l l  
u s e d  f o r  b o t h  l i v e  p r o d u c t i o n s  and f i l m s .  S t a g e  shows were produced 
and s c h e d u l e d  by  two o u t s t a n d i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  - t h e  Ke i th  Orpheum 
c i r c u i t  and t h e  P a n t a g e s  P r o d u c t i o n  Company. The "Elet" s c h e d u l e d  them 
i n  two d a y s  a  week; t h e s e  " t ab"  ( t a b l o i d )  shows r a n  50-55 m i n u t e s  
and were  composed o f  a v a r i e t y  of acts.  T h e a t r e s  u s u a l l y  u s e d  "pit 
bands" o r  p i a n i s t s  t o  p r o v i d e  music  f o r  t h e  s i l e n t  f i l m s  shown a t  the 
t h e a t r e ,  b u t  George ComunMis i n s t a l l e d  a  $50008 "hiighty W#r l i t ze r I1  i n  
1928. 

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  some of  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  a t t r a c t i o n s  
d u r i n g  t h e  t h e a t r e ' s  f i r s t  y e a r s :  Z i e g f i e l d '  s " S a l l y ,  " o p e r a s  s u c h  
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as "The Marr iage  of  F iga ro"  and "hfadame B u t t e r f l y , "  t h e  o r i g i n a l  c a s t  
of  George l V h i t e f s  "Scandals"  which opened a t  t h e  Met b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  , 

New York f o r  a  m u l t i - y e a r  r u n ,  t h e  f a r e w e l l  t o u r  of t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  
known "McIntyre and Heath,  " Schuber t  ' s  "The Student  P r i n c e ,  " a  New 
York C i t y  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  "The Green H a t s "  w i t h  C h a r l o t t e  Walker and 
Norman H a c k e t t ,  Maria J e r i t z a  ( l e a d i n g  prima donna of t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  
Opera Co. ) ,Will Rogers,  "The B e g g a r ' s  Opera, " "Pat Rooney ' s F i v e  
Rodeo Boys" w i t h  t h r e e - y e a r - o l $  Mickey Rooney, e t c .  ' 

On March 30, 1930,  a  f l a s h  f i r e  on s t a g e  caused a  g r e a t  d e a l  of 
damage t o  t h e  t h e a t r e ,  f o r c i n g  t h e  Comuntgis's t o  c l o s e  i t  f o r  r e p a i r s .  
When it reopened on May 1 0 ,  1930 ,  t h e  blet was comple te ly  r e s t o r e d  e x c e p t  
t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t i o n  room w a s  e x t e n d e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  l o s s  of some 
ba lcony  seats. 

O t h e r  changes r e s u l t e d  from changes  i n  t h e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  i n d u s t r y ' s  
t echno logy .  The Met became t h e  f i r s t  t h e a t r e  i n  n o r t h e r n  West V i r g i n i a  
t o  i n s t a l l  Vi taphone a s  a sound sys tem and Movietone sound equipment .  
These  advancements  meant t h e  end o f  t h e  " t ab"  shows f o r  Paramount and 
Fox began p roduc ing  20-minute f i l m s  of o r c h e s t r a s  and accompanying 
a c t s .  " P i t "  bands  and p i a n i s t s  were no l o n g e r  needed,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  
Met r e t a i n e d  an o r g a n i s t  t o  be used  as a  f i l l e r  between shows- 

Some l i v e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be f e a t u r e d  t h r o u g h t  t h e  1930s 
and 1940s;  a s  s t a r s  s t a r t e d  t o u r i n g  t o  develop a  f o l l o w i n g .  These  
i n c l u d e d  Ken H a c k l e y f s  NBC "Oklahoma Cowboys;" "Freck les"  of "Our 
Gang" comedies ;  Admiral R ichard  Byrd w i t h  f i l m s  of h i s  f l i g h t s  t o  t h e  
S o u t h  P o l e ;  KDKA' s "South Sea I s l a n d e r s ;  " G i l b e r t  and S u l l i v a n ' s  
" P i r a t e s  o f  Penzance , " "The G o n d o l i e r s ,  " "hfikado" and " J o l a n t  he; " 
Lowell  Thomas w i t h  h i s  "Adventures Around t h e  World on t h e  A i r ; "  

U ~ a s a m a n a n a  Revere" w i t h  S i d  Page;  Gene Autry ("The S i n g i n g  Cowboyf1) ; 
"Tobacco Road" w i t h  John Barton; "Broadway R e v e l a t i o n s  of 1940" 
w i t h  Peggy Lee,  "The C o q u e t t e s , "  America ' s  G r e a t e s t  A l l  G i r l  Band; 
The Andrews S i s t e r s ,  "Bring on t h e  G i r l s "  w i t h  Ozzie and H a r r i e t  Nelson;  
and "Oomph i n  Swingtime" w i t h  F i f  i Dl  Orvay. Numerous b i g  bands  a l s o  
p l a y e d  h e r e ,  inc ludingDan Gregory and h i s  V i c t o r  Recording Band, Tong 
C h r i s t i a n  and h i s  Roseland Dance Band, L t .  F e r d i n a n d o ' s  Havana O r c h e s t r a ,  
Gene A u s t i n ,  Gene Krupa, Duke E l l i n g t o n  and h i s  O r c h e s t r a  (4 t i m e s ) ,  
"Woody" Herman, Count B a s i e  ( 4  v i s i t s ) ,  Vincent  Lopez and Sunny S k y l a r  
and B e t t y  H u t t o n ,  Lena Horne, P a u l a  K e l l y  and L i t t l e  J a c k  L i t t l e .  
A r t  Carney ,  Bob Hope and Bing Crosby a l s o  appeared  a t  t h e  Met o v e r  t h e  
y e a r s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Met was chosen a s  one of  a  h a n d f u l  o f  t h e a t r e s  
a round  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  show f i l m s  on a  p r e - r e l e a s e  b a s i s  s o  t h a t  t h e  
p r o d u c t i o n  companies would have  some i n d i c a t i o n  of n a t i o n w i d e  r e s p o n s e .  
A s  an " index town,"  Morgantown was p r i v i l e g e d  t o  see new movies  a s  
e a r l y  a s  60 d a y s  p r i o r  t o  n a t i o n a l  r e l e a s e .  

Xlorgantown's Met T h e a t r e  was a  c e n t e r  f o r  imported t a l e n t ,  b u t  
i t  was a l s o  a community c e n t e r ,  a s  l o c a l  g roups  sponsored  a v a r i e t y  
of  p rograms  t h e r e .  Local  t a l e n t  shows sponsored  by t h e  Kimanis Club,  
j o i n t  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s  on Sunday e v e n i n g s  sponsored  by  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  g r a d u a t i o n s ,  community cook ing  
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s c h o o l s  ( l a s t e d  c, 30 y e a r s ) ,  YJW o r c h e s t r a  and G l e e  Club c o n c e r t s ,  
" k r g a n t o w n  on Review" ( l o c a l  t a l e n t /  IWU t a l e n t  show), S e r v i c e  League 
F o l l i e s  (1938 p r o d u c t i o n  f e a t u r i n g  a l l  o u t s t a n d i n g  hlorgantown c i t i z e n s ) ,  
Women's Music Club C o n c e r t s ,  war r e l i e f  d r i v e s  d u r i n g  World War 11, f r e e  
u s e  o f  t h e  t h e a t r e  f o r  f u n d - r a i s i n g  c a u s e s  d u r i n g  World War I1 - a l l  
were housed a t ' t h e  Met. The t h e a t r e  a l s o  sponsored  games t h a t  were 
p l a y e d  on t h e  s c r e e n  f o r  c a s h  from t h e  m i d  - 1930s  t o  l a t e  1940s .  
One s u c h  game was "Vahoo," a spin game p r o j e c t e d  on t h e  s c r e e n  i n  
which a b u t t o n  would be p r e s s e d  by t h o s e  i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e  c a u s i n g  t h e  
s p i n ;  t h e  j a c k  p o t  i n c r e a s e d  by $25/week, and,  when t h e  s p i n  s t o p p e d ,  
t h e  Comuntzis p a i d  whatever  p e r c e n t a g e  ( l o o % ,  50%, 25%, 10%)  showed 
on t h e  s c r e e n .  "Bank Night" was a n o t h e r  p o p u l a r  game; i n  t h i s ,  t h o s e  
e n t e r i n g  t h e  game d a i l y  s i g n e d  a  j o u r n a l  o p p o s i t e  a number, which w a s  
p l a c e d  i n  a large drum. Onl " B w k  Night" a number would be d r a m  f o r  
e a c h  $500 inc rement  i n  t h e  j a c k p o t ,  a n d ,  i f  t h e  winner  was i n  t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  
he o r  she r e c e i v e d  t h e  c a s h  immediately.  

A f t e r  Vor ld  Var 1 1 ,  t h e  Big Bands began t r a v e l l i n g  a g a i n ,  a n d  many 
r e t u r o e d  t o  bforgantown. One of t h e s e  bands w a s  Tony P a s t o r ' s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
h i s  s i s t e r s ,  Rosemary and B e t t y  Clooney of Kentucky. P a u l  Whiteman 
made one  o f  h i s  l a s t  a p p e a r a n c e s  h e r e  b e f o r e  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t .  L i v e  
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and f i l m s  have c o n t i n u e d  a t  t h e  Met u n t i l  t h e  p r e s e n t .  
Some o f  t h e  more r e c e n t  c e l e b r i t i e s  t o  appear  h e r e  have been John 
Denver (1972) ,  Helen Hayes and Maurice Evans i n  a talk show and Fred 
Waring and H i s  P e n n s y l v a n i a n s  on t h e i r  l a s t  t o u r .  
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C.G. Comuntzis ,  owner ,  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s .  

"A Community E n t e r p r i s e .  " Morgantown P o s t ,  24 J u l y  1924. 

"A F u l l  F i f t v  Years o f  Gleaming F o o t l i ~ h t s . "  Mason-Dixonland Panorama. 

DeVr ies ,  Mabel. "Review of  t h e  Opening B i l l  a t  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  
T h e a t r e . "  Morgantown P o s t ,  24 J u l y  1924 r e a l l y  25  J u l y  . 

" M e t r o p o l i t a n  i s  Ready f o r  Formal Opening Ton igh t . "  Morgantown P o s t ,  
24 J u l y  1924.  

" M e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  Observes I ts  1 4 t h  Anniversary .  " hlorgantown P o s t ,  
22  J u l y  1938.  

" h l e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  Opening. l f  I l e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  S e c t i o n  of  
Morgantown P o s t ,  24 J u l y  1924. ?lost of  q u o t e s  a r e  from v a r i o u s  
a r t i c l e s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

" M e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  Opens w i t h  S p l e n d o r .  " New Dominion, 25  J u l y  
1924.  

" M e t r o p o l i t a n  T h e a t r e  Will Open Ton igh t . "  N e w  Dominion, 24 J u l y  1924. - 
. . " P l a y e r s  a t  M e t r o p o l i t a n  P r a i s e  Both T h e a t r e  and T h e i r  Audience."  

Morgantown P o s t ,  24 J u l y  1924. 

"Rogers  P l e a s e s  Large  Audience. '' Morgantown P o s t ,  22 A p r i l  1927. 

"Grand Opening. B le t ropo l i t  an T h e a t r e .  ' ' Souven i r  Programme. J u l y  24- 
25-26, 1924.  

Morgantown P o s t ,  1924-1940s f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on performances  a t  t h e  Met. 

New Dominion, 1924-1940s f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  on performances  a t  t h e  Met. 

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  nominat ion  f o r  Kearse  T h e a t r e ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  M,Va. 
( 1 9 8 0 ) .  
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A l l  t h a t  l o t  o r  p a r c e l  of ground i n  s a i d  c i t y ,  c o u n t y  and s t a t e ,  
beginning on t h e  Northwestern boundary of High S t r e e t ,  c o r n e r  t o  l a n d s  
f o r m e r l y  be long ing  t o  t h e  Unioxi Improvement Company, and e x t e n d i n g  i n  
a Nor thwes te r ly  d i r e c t i o n  w i t h  one of t h e  l i n e s  of t h e  s a i d  Union 
Improvement Company, one hundred and twenty  (120)  f e e t  and six (6 )  
i n c h e s  t o  l a n d s  of  t h e  l a t e  Mary R . A .  K i g e r ,  t h e n c e  i n  a S o u t h w e s t e r l y  
d i r e c t i o n  w i t h  a  mall run and p a r a l l e l  w i t h  High S t r e e t  u n t i l  it 
str=es t h e  N o r t h e m o s t  l i n e  o f  t h e  l o t  on which t h e  s a i d  Mary R . A .  
Kiger  f o r m e r l y  r e s i d e d ,  t h e n c e  Eas tward ly  w i t h  sa id  l i n e  t o  t h e  Northwest  
s i d e  of High S t r e e t ,  and w i t h  t h e  s a i d  High S t r e e t  abou t  n i n e t y - f i v e  
(95) f e e t  t o  t h e  p l a c e  of  b e g i n n i n g ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a l l  t h e  improvements  
t h e r e o n  and t h e r e t o  b e l o n g i n g ,  and i n c l u d i n g  a l l  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
s t i p u l a t i o n s  and b e n e f i t s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  s a i d  g r a n t o r s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
d i r l s i o n a l  w a l l  between t h e  b u i l d i n g  fo rmer ly  be longing t o  t h e  Union 
Improvement Company and t h e  p r o p e r x y  hereby conveyed, and bei i ig  the 
same p r o p e r t y  conveyed t o  s a i d  Mi l ton  Hirschman by S t u a r d  Hirschman 
and w i f e ,  by deed d a t e d  t h e  26 day of August ,  1914, and now o f  r e c o r d  
i n  t h e  o f f  ice of  t h e  C l e r k  o f  t h e  County Court of Monongalia County,  
West V i r g i n i a ,  i n  Deed Book 240. 134,  page 140.  
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4669 
,P' w" Topography f rom aerial photographs by Kelsh plotter 

Aerial photographs taken 1 9 5 5 .  .Fieid c h ~ c k  1957 

Polyconic pro ject ion 1927 Nor th  A m e r ~ c a n  da tum 
10 ,000- foo t  grids based on  West V ~ r g l n ~ a  coord~na te  system, 
n o r t h  zone, and Ppnnsylvan~a coordinate s ls tem, south zone 
1 0 0 0 - m e t e r  U n ~ v e r s a l  Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 17,  shown I n  b lue 

F i n e  red dashed l ines indicate selected fence and f ~ e l d  l ines UTM GRID AND 1976 MAGNE 

visible on  aerial photographs. This ~ n f o r r n a i ~ o n  is  unchecked DECLINATION AT CENTER 0 

1 Contours In s t r ip  m i n e  areas f rom 1 9 5 5  ~ h o t o g r a p h y  

Red t in t  indicates areas In w h ~ c h  oniy 
landmark  b u ~ l d ~ n g s  are shown 

Unchecked elevations are s h o ~ n  in b r o ~ n  
Purple tint ind~cates extensign ot ursar z -eaj  




