
UnEBed States Department of the  interior 
?!a?ion--s,l Pzrk Service 

O M 8  No. 1024-W18 
Exp. 10-31-84 

For NPS use only 

received 

date entwed 

- 
I yp2  a i i  eni:ies-complete appi icabie sections 

-r 

historic Y c S e e l  M i l l  
-- - - 

a n d  or  c o n m o r l  M i l l  P o i n t  Y f i 1  

city. !own M i l l  P o i n t  __ vicinipj of 
- - -. 

s la :e  V e s Z  V i r g i n i a  code 54 -ounQ Pocahontas c o d e  075 

Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present U s e  

occupied  A di;trict public -- ag:icti:ture museum 
.-?!.- building(s) 2 private unoccupied commercial  __ park 

s t ruc ture  both w o r k  in p r q r e s s  - educational -- private  res idence  
s i t e  P u b l i c  A c q u i s i t i o n  A c c e s s i b l e  enter tainment  rel igious 
o b j ~ c t  >;/4 in p r o c e s s  y e s :  res::icted government  - scient i f ic  

being cons idered  x- y e s :  unres:ric:ed indus!rial - t ransportat ion 
n o  military -- other :  

H i l l s b o r o  vicinit.4 of state W e s t  V i r g i n i a  24946 ci!v. town 

Location of Leclal Description 
cour thouse ,  regis try of d e e d s ,  e tc .  P o c a h o n t a s  Cour ty  Court B o u s e  

s t ree t  & number  
.- 

900 T e n t h  Avenue 
-- 

city, town M a r l i n t o n ,  s t a t e  West V i r g i n i a  24946 

epresentation in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined eligible? - yes .L- no -- S /A 

date federal s t a t e  c o u n t v  -- local 

depos i ta ry  for s u r v e y  records 
-- - - - - 



Condition Check o n e  Check o n e  
-- excellent 3 deteriorated X unaltered .x original site 

good - ruins -- altered moved date _Nb 
x fair unexposed 
-- -- . . - - - 

D e s c r i b e  t h e  present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The McNeel M i l l  i s  loca t ed  a t  h i i l l  Po in t  on U.S. Route 219 nea r  i t s  i n t e r s e c t i o n  
w i t h  W. Va. Route 39. It i s  c l o s e  t o  the  highway (about t e n  ya rds )  w i t h  an en t r ance  
roadway. The m i l l  a r e a  i s  bounded on one s i d e  by U. S .  Route 219, on one s i d e  by 
Stamping Creek, and on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s  by a  con t inua t ion  of McNeel owned lands .  

The M i l l  i s  a  t h ree - s to ry  frame b u i l d i n g ;  i t  f e a t u r e s  good s o l i d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  
heavy t imbers  and a  rubb le  s t o n e  foundat ion.  The b u i l d i n g  measures 35% f e e t  wide, 
40% f e e t  long and 35 f e e t  from the  ground t o  r i dge  on the  f r o n t  s i d e .  It h a s  a good 
meta l  r o o f .  Many of t h e  g l a s s  window panes a r e  miss ing  and the  s i d i n g  needs p a i n t i n g .  

There i s  a  meta l  water  wheel, approximately 2 1  f e e t  i n  d iameter ;  some of  t h e  
buckets  w i l l  have t o  be r ep l aced .  The wooden water  box on top  of t h e  wheel is  gone. 

An o r i g i n a l  smal l  porch on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  m i l l  h a s  d isappeared .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  m i l l  i s  i n  good cond i t i on  except  where a  s i l l  behind t h e  water  
wheel h a s  given way and l e t  t h e  f l o o r  i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t i o n  s i n k  about  two f e e t .  
P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  equipment i s  i n  t he  m i l l ;  some needs r e p a i r s .  

A dra inage  pa th  w i l l  need t o  be opened t o  a  c u l v e r t  under t h e  road t o  d r a i n  water  
s t and ing  under t h e  wheel and south  end of bu i ld ing .  The foundat ion behind t h e  water  
wheel w i l l  have t o  be r e b u i l t  and r e in fo rced .  The wheel w i l l  have t o  be moved so  t h e  
foundat ion  work can be completed and new p i e r s  may have t o  be cons t ruc t ed .  

The M i l l  was b u i l t  1860-1868, r e p l a c i n g  m i l l s  d a t i n g  back t o  1778. The M i l l  l a s t  
r a n  i n  1941 and t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  been used f o r  g r a i n  s torage .most  of t h e  t ime s i n c e  
then .  Guy Dalton was t h e  l a s t  m i l l e r ,  f o r  about f i f t e e n  years .  There was a  f l a s h  
f lood  on t h e  head of Stamping Creek i n  1935 and i t  washed t h e  c reek  s o  badly they 
never  could g e t  i t  b u i l t  back t o  run  t h e  water  through t h e  r a c e  proper ly .  I n  t h i s  
f l ood  of 1935 the  water  came w i t h i n  3 o r  4 inches  of t h e  p l a t fo rm where t h e  g r ind ing  
s t o n e s  were s e t .  A nearby house washed o f f  of i t s  foundat ions  and a blacksmith shop 
washed e n t i r e l y  away. I n  t h e  m i l l  t h e  r a t s  f l o a t e d  on boards - it was 3 o r  4 y e a r s  
be fo re  the  r a t s  came back. 

Downstream t h r e e  o r  fou r  hundred ya rds  t h e r e  once e x i s t e d  another  m i l l ,  known a s  t h e  
lower m i l l ,  e r ec t ed  by Valent ine  Cackley, J r .  a  son of t h e  p ioneer  who b u i l t  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
m i l l  a t  t h e  McNeel s i t e .  A more r e c e n t  lower m i l l  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n  was appa ren t ly  
b u i l t  l a t e r  t han  t h e  McNeel m i l l ;  t h e r e  was a  wool ca rd ing  machine a l s o .  T h i s  m i l l  was 
l a t e r  owned and opera ted  by t h e  Hogset t  family.  The f lood  of  1.935 ru ined  t h i s  m i l l ;  
i t  washed away t h e  foundat ion  and caused the  b u i l d i n g  t o  c o l l a p s e .  

. . 

According t o  t h e  l a t e  Joe McNeel, who owned t h e  McNeel M i l l  u n t i l  h i s  dea th ,  t h e  
m i l l  s t o n e s  were impor t ed~f rom France and were used t o  g r ind  t h e  cornmeal, cracked c o r n  
and buckwheat. The s t o n e s  weighed a  thousand t o  1500 pounds and had t o  be sharpened every 
two y e a r s  wi th  a  s p e c i a l  c h i s e l  a s  t h e  grooves had t o  be p r e c i s e .  It took 1 % m i n u t e s  
t o  make one r e v o l u t i o n  - i f  i t  went t oo  f a s t  i t  scorched the  meal. A wate r  box over  
t h e  wheel fed  t h e  r i g h t  amount of water ,  d i r e c t i n g  the  excess  over  t h e  s i d e ,  and a  g a t e  
a t  t h e  r a c e  a l s o  r egu la t ed  t h e  f low of water .  
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The t r u n k i n g  t o  b r i n g  t h e  w a t e r  t o  t h e  m i l l  was f i r s t  made o f  b u l l  p i n e  and was a n  
open t r o u g h .  The w a t e r  went from t h e  r a c e  o v e r  t h e  p e n s t o c k  and dropped i n t o  t h e  
t u r b i n e .  When t h i s  t u r b i n e  was changed t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  o v e r s h o t  w a t e r  wheel ,  round m e t a l  
t r u n k i n g  t o  c a r r y  t h e  w a t e r  was i n s t a l l e d .  A b o i l e r ,  t a k e n  o f f  of a t r a c t i o n  e n g i n e ,  
a i d e d  i n  d r y  t i m e s .  



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistor~c 
.- 1400-1499 

_- 1500-1599 
-- 1600-1 699 

170D-1799 
2 189G1899 
- 1900- 

Speci f ic  d a t e s  

Areas of Significance--Check and  justify be low 
_ . archeology-prehistoric - community planning _ _  landscape architecture _ _ _  religion 
-- archeology-historic _ - conservation _ law science 
-x. agriculture _ _- economics - _  literature _ sculpture 
-- architecture - _  . education -_ military social' 

_ art engineering -. - music humanitarian 
5 commerce 2'. explorat~on settlement _ - philosophy - -_ theater 

communications -_. industry politics!government - transportation 
X invention - other (specify) 

- - - . . -. - - - - - . - - . . - - - - - - - . - - - - - - -. . - .- - - - - -  - - 

1860-1868 Builder,'Architect I s a a c  McNeel, b u i l d e r  
. - - -- ---- -- -~ 

S t a t e m e n t  of Signi f icance ( in  o n e  paragraph) 
. & 

The McNeel M i l l  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  because  i t  is  t h e  o n l y  g r i s t  m i l l  r emain ing  i n  
Pocahontas  County, one  o f  West V i r g i n i a ' s  l a r g e s t  and most mountainous c o u n t i e s .  
The once u b i q u i t o u s  g r i s t  m i l l  p l ayed  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  West V i r g i n i a ' s  r u r a l  areas; 
t h e  McNeel M i l l  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  v a l u a b l e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  because  i t s  m i l l i n g  machinery,  
water-powered wheel and g e n e r a l  p l a n  s u r v i v e  v i r t u a l l y  i n t a c t  from t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  
The m i l l  s i t i n g  has added s i g n i f i c a n c e  because  i t  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  
a c t i v i t y  and commerce a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  once r i c h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy. 

The N i l 1  i s  c l o s e  t o  t h e  main highway of  t h e  County. It i s  w i t h i n  two m i l e s  o f  t h e  
r e s t o r e d  P e a r l  Buck B i r t h p l a c e  a t  H i l l s b o r o  and seven  m i l e s  from t h e  Cranberry  
V i s i t o r s  C e n t e r  of t h e  Monongahela N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t .  T h i s  V i s i t o r s  C e n t e r  s t a n d s  a t  
t h e  e n t r a n c e  of t h e  Highland S c e n i c  Highway and c l o s e  t o  t h e  famous b o t a n i c a l  p r o t e c t e d  
a r e a  of t h e  Cranber ry  Glades ,  H i l l s  Creek F a l l s ,  and t h e  38,985 a c r e s  Cranber ry  
W i l d e r n e s s  Area. Pocahontas  County a l s o  b o a s t s  t h e  Cass  Scen ic  R a i l r o a d ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Radio Astronomy Observa to ry  a t  Green Bank, Snowshoe and S i l v e r  Creek S k i  R e s o r t s ,  t h e  
Buckskin Boy Scout  R e s e r v a t i o n ,  Watoga S t a t e  P a r k ,  Droop Mountain B a t t l e f i e l d  S t a t e  P a r k ,  
Beartown S t a t e  P a r k ,  Edray T r o u t  Ha tchery ,  Seneca S t a t e  F o r e s t ,  C a l v i n  P r i c e  S t a t e  
F o r e s t ,  Locus t  Creek Covered Br idge ,  Pocahontas  County H i s t o r i c a l  Museum, t h e  r e s t o r e d  
M a r l i n t o n  R a i l r o a d  Depot ,  Camp Minnehaha Boys Camp, p l u s  many o t h e r  attractions. The 
M i l l ' s  p r e s e r v a t i o n  i s  i n p o r t a n t  from a  h i s t o r i c a l  v iewpoin t  and  a s  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  
t h e  growing t o u r i s t  i n d u s t r y  of t h e  r e g i o n .  

The s m a l l  c o k u n i t y  of H i l l  P o i n t  had a f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  from t h e  I n d i a n s  b e f o r e  i t  had a m i l l .  It i s  known i t  was t h e r e  a t  l e a s t  by 1 7 7 4  
and was c a l l e d  F o r t  Day a t  t h a t  t ime .  A f a m i l y  by the narne of Day had  a c a b i n  on t h e  
h i l l  above t h e  M i l l .  They l a t e r  s e t t l e d  on t h e  head of W i l l i a m s  R iver .  J o s h u a  
Buckley,  a f i r s t  s e t t l e r  a t  Buckeye, a few m i l e s  n o r t h ,  i s  s a i d  t o  have  h e l p e d  b u i l d  t h e  
f o r t  and i t  was known as F o r t  Buckley a l s o .  V a l e n t i n e  Cackley (Kackley o r  Keckley) came 
from n e a r  Winches te r  abou t  1778  and t h e  f o r t  and community became known as  Cackley.  
The p o s t  o f f i c e  of Cackley was e s t a b l i s h e d  February  7 ,  1822,  w i t h  V a l e n t i n e  Cackley as 
p o s t m a s t e r .  The p o s t  o f f i c e  of M i l l  P o i n t  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1835. The name came from 
t h e  m i l l s  and t h e  h i l l  p o i n t i n g  o f f  between t h e  two branch  streams of Stamping o r  Stomping 
Creek,  which name was from t h e  e a r l y  h e r d s  of b u f f a l o  i n  t h e  a r e a .  

V a l e n t i n e  Cackley and h i s  b r o t h e r ,  John ,  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  m i l l  h e r e  soon a f t e r  
1778. The two were  s o n s  o f  J a c o b  Kackley and t h e  f a m i l y  were  f a r m e r s  and  m i l l e r s  n e a r  
Winches te r .  John  r e t u r n e d  t o  F r e d e r i c k  County and l a t e r  went t o  Ohio. The name was 
Coque l in ,  a French name, when t h e  f a m i l y  came from Rot terdam t o  P h i l a d e l p h i a  i n  1736. 
K e r s h e v a l ' s  H i s t o r y  of t h e  Shenandoah V a l l e y  s a y s  John  and V a l e n t i n e  were  b i g  boys and 
good I n d i a n  f i g h t e r s .  

Cour t  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  i n  1791  Wi l l i am T a y l o r ,  a poor  i n f a n t ,  was a s s i g n e d  t o  
l e a r n  t h e  a r t  of b l a c k s m i t h i n g  by V a l e n t i n e  Cackley a t  h i s  m i l l .  
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The f i r s t  m i l l  was a  round l o g  ( a s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  from s q u a r e  hewn t i m b e r s )  
s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  one r u n  of s m a l l  s t o n e s .  Water was t h e  p r o p e l l i n g  power. I n  1808 
M r .  Cackley added a  sawing a p p a r a t u s  and h e  t h u s  became n o t  o n l y  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
saw m i l l  a s  w e l l .  The w a t e r  f o r  t h e s e  m i l l s  came from t h e  s p r i n g  and t h e  XcNeel Run 
above t h e  p r e s e n t  r o c k  q u a r r y  and n o t  from t h e  s p r i n g  t h a t  f u r n i s h e d  t h e  w a t e r  f o r  t h e  
m i l l  now s t a n d i n g .  

The Cack leys  s o l d  t h i s  f i r s t  upper  m i l l  i n  1834 t o  Sampson Lockhar t  Yatthews, 
who m s r r i e d  Nancy Edgar ,  b o t h  f a m i l i e s  prominent i n  Pocahontas  County h i s t o r y .  H 2  
was County Surveyor  and t h e  g r a n d f a t h e r  of t h e  McCl in t i c  f a m i l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  l a t e  
F e d e r a l  Judge  George McCl in t i c  and At to rney  Lockhar t  Y c C l i n t i c ;  E l i z a b e t h  Y c C l i n t i c ,  
o f  Washington,  D . C . ,  and Buckeye, i s  one of t h e  l a r g e  l a n d h o l d e r s  o f  t h e  County today .  

The l a n d  was l a t e r  bought  by I s a a c  McNeel, who b u i l t  t h e  p r e s e n t  sill 1860-68. 
The M i l l  h a s  passed  down th rough  t h e  McNeel f a m i l y ,  I s a a c  t o  s o n s ,  g randsons ,  and now 
g r e a t - g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  I s a a c  was a grea t -g randson  of  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e r  i r ?  t h e  L i t t l e  
L e v e l s  (where t h e  M i l l  i s  l o c a t e d ) ,  coming around 1760 from t h e  Winches te r  a r e a  cf t h e  Va l ley  
o f  V i r g i n i a .  John  McNeel was i n  t h e  B a t t l e  of P o i n t  P l e a s a n t .  The XcSeels  have been 
and a r e  prominent  peop le  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  s e r v i n g  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  The 
P a t e  D r .  H .  W. McNeel, one o f  t h e  l i n e  of owners,  was a  c o u n t r y  d o c t o r  and zenber  o f  
t h e  Board of E d u c a t i o n  f o r  many y e a r s .  The l a t e  Lanty  McBeel was a l i f e t i n e  f a r c e r  
on t h e  l a n d  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  M i l l ,  h i s  home b e i n g  o n l y  a  few y a r d s  away over look ing  
t h e  M i l l ,  and h e  was a  long t ime  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Bank of M a r l i n t o n ;  h i s  u n c l e ,  
Matthew John  McNeel, was t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Bank of M a r l i n t o n ,  and h i s  s e n ,  
R i c h a r d ,  was a l s o  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  bank. Another s o n ,  D r .  John  0 .  FIcSeel, was a 
d o c t o r ,  w e l l  known i n  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  medic ine ,  and a n o t h e r  s o n ,  J o e ,  and R i c h a r d ,  above,  
were  well-known f a r m e r s ;  R ichard  a l s o  s e r v e d  on t h e  County Commission f o r  y e a r s  u n t i l  
h i s  d e a t h .  McNeels have  been s h e r i f f s ,  a t t o r n e y s ,  e d i t o r s ,  e t c . ,  i n  t h e  County. 
R ichard  's c h i l d r e n  now own t h e  M i l l .  

The machinery of t h e  McNeel M i l l  i n c l u d e s  a n  o v e r s h o t  m e t a l  w a t e r  wheel  twenty- 
f i v e  f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r  t h a t  i s  used t o  t u r n  t h e  g r i n d i n g  s t o n e s .  The s t o n e s  v e i g h  
from a  thousand t o  1 , 5 0 0  pounds and were  imported from France .  Water wes d i r e c t e d  t o  
t h e  m i l l  t h rough  a l o n g  r a c e  and o n t o  t h e  wheel  through a wooden o r  m e t e l  c o n d u i t  
c a r r i e d  by a t r e s t l e .  

The McNeel M i l l ,  of heavy hewn t imber  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  i s  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r  r e s t o r a t i o n  
w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom t h e  Pocahontas  County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  



a ?Jajor ~3Bb11ograpnkal SeIerences 
H i s t o r i c a l  S k e t c h e s  o f  Psczhontas  County - ? r i c ? ,  1901  

H i s t o r y  o f  Pocahontas  C c u n t y ,  1981  
H a r d e s t y ' s  Encyc loped ia  

Acreage of nominated property _ 
H i l l s b o r o ,  WV Cuadrcingie name --- 

U T M  Rzferences 

A 1 ? 15 17 16 j8 P 1 2 
Zone Easting 

[4 p 1 Zi 4 3 7/ 
Northing 

1 / 24,000 Quadrangle scale _ - _ -  . - . . 

- 

Verbal boundary desc r i p t i on  a n d  j us t i f i ca t i on  

Beginning a t  t h e  convergence o f  t h e  w e s t  edge o f  fS ?L-te 219 w i t h  Stamping Creek,  t h e  
boundary p roceeds  200 f t .  nor t3ward a l o n g  t h e  wes t  e ? ~ ?  of Route 219, t h e n c e  i n  a s t r a i g h t  
lb-? 400 f t . l o n g  southwestward--2t -a d i s t a n c e  & 5.3 fr,- il-09- t h e - y e s t e r n - m o ~ t  e l e v .  of t h e  
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Verbal Boundary Desc r ip t ion  (contd) 

m i l l  b u i l d i n g ,  t o  a p o i n t  of convergence wi th  Stamping Creek; thence i n  a l i n e  200 
f t .  long along t h e  no r the rn  bank of Stamping Creek eastward t o  t h e  p o i n t  of beginning on 
US Route 219. I n c l u s i v e  of t h e  m i l l ,  equipment (wheel, e t c . )  and immediate grounds. 
There a r e  no dependencies.  
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