
HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HISTORY 
THE CULTURAL CENTER 

Sugar Grove 

Quad. 

LOCATION slreet/road: Johnstown Road (County Route 

c ~ r y A o w n :  Frank I 1n ( v l c l n l t y )  
(~ncorporated/un~ncorporaled) 

USE/FUNCTION present: Residence 

OWNEH/ADDRESS present: Jeannye W. Wehner 

F r a n k l i n ,  WV 

orfglnal. Hon. W i  I I lam McCoy 

Frank l 1 n 
PHOTO/SKETCH OF: 

6 LOCALE/ENVIRONMENT (map) 

(Staff Use Only) 

(publ~c/&wetet 

(phone n o  ) 

Not Known 7. PLAN [include approx d~rnons~ons) 

8 (A,) ACREAGE (dpprox). 

l e s s  t h a n  I a c r e  

Thd nomlnated a rea  I s  I n c l u d e d  
w l t h f n  a 200' x 200' square 
bounded on  t h e  nor thwes t  b y  t h e  

South Branch o f  the Potomac t o  I 
l n c l u d e  t h e  m i l l  and I t s  lrnrnedlate so r round lngs .  



g DESCRIPTION (clar~fy as appropriate)' 
a txter~or Fabr~c 6.  Structural System 

stone 
br~ck 
concrete 
stucco 
weatherboard 
clepboard 
board & batten 
sh~ngle 
other 

Associated Structures (use/type). - 

masonry 
frame X 
log 
metal 
other 

C. Roofing Material 

wood 
metal s tanding seam 

slate 

asphalt 
composition 
other 

e. lntegr~ty (~nclude dates): 

outbu~ld~ngs None L-3elocated 

alterat~ons 
dependenc~es None 

other add~tions TWO s to rv  l a t e  19th 
century residence add i t ion ,  T-shape. 

g Threats 

excellent X None 
good 
fa~r 
deter lorated 
abandoned 

10 SIGN~FICANCE (use attachment sheet t f  neceSsar~)- B U ~  It I n  1845 t h i s  m i  I I i s  a we1 l known landmark i n  

a Arch~tect/Bu~lder/Engineer 
Pendleton County. A m l l l  has been opera t ing  on t h e  s l t e  

W i l l l am McCoy s lnce 1766, making t h e  proper ty  one o f  t h e  o l d e s t  Industrial 
s Wl l l l am Bvrd, M1II  Wrlght  s l t e s  I n  t h e  South Branch Valley. W i l l l am McCoy, prominent 

b Style/Per~od l oca l  leader, acqulred t h e  m i l l  p rope r t y  I n  1835 and b u i l t  

c Date(s) 7845 
t h e  present m I l I  t o  rep lace t h e  outdated 18th century  s t ruc ture .  

1 1  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Adapted from survey documentation complled by Nan Stevens, Regron V l l l  P lannfng and Development 
Councll ,  Petersburg, WV. 1983. 
Boggs, E l s i e  Byrd, A Hls to ry  o f  Frank l in ,  The County Seat o f  Pendleton County, WV. Staunton, VA. 1960. 

1 2 FORM PREPARED BY Paula Reed DATE 9/84 - 
a ~ d d ~ ~ ~ ~  2 0 7  S. Potomac St reet ,  Hagerstown, M) 21740 

Organlzatlon Preservaf  I on  Associates, I nc. 

c Phone no (301) 791-7880 



I ATTACHMENT TO HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM I 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HISTORY 
THE CULTURAL CENTER 
CHARLESTON. WEST VIRGINIA 25305 

1 Name(s) H ~ s t o r i c K o m m o n :  pfccoy M i l l ,  F r ank l in  V i c i n i t y ,  Pendleton County - 
(# lo .  S i g n i f i c a n c e ,  cont inued)  

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of The McCoy M i l l  w i th in  the  context  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  
South Branch Val ley  m u l t i p l e  r e sou rce  a r e a  i s  p r imar i ly  h i s t o r i c a l  r a t h e r  than 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l .  Th i s  g r i s t  m i l l  r e p r e s e n t s  an  important 1 8 t h  and 1 9 t h  cen tu ry  
i n d u s t r y  which f l o u r i s h e d  i n  t he  South Branch Valley. The a s s o c i a t i o n  of this 
s i t e  w i th  t h e  m i l l i n g  indus t ry  s i n c e  the  days of e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t ,  makes i t  
one of t he  o l d e s t  i n d u s t r i a l  s i t e s  i n  t h e  m u l t i p l e  county a r e a  and one of t h e  
very  few which r e t a i n s  i t s  h i s t o r i c  s e t t i n g  wi th  an i n t a c t  m i l l  still. f n  p l a c e .  
Although t h e  1845 m i l l  i s  impacted upon by the  l a t e  19 th-ear ly  20th century  
a d d i t i o n ,  i t  r e t a i n s  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r  and conveys i t s  r o l e  a s  an 
i n d u s t r i a l  complex a s  w e l l  a s  i t s  evo lu t ion  from i t s  i n i t i a l  cons t ruc t ion  i n  
1845 t o  t h e  t u r n  of the  century.  

According t o  E l s i e  Byrd B o ~ ~ s ,  noted F rank l in  h i s t o r i a n ,  t h e  McCoy M i l l  
i s  the  b e s t  known landmark i n  Pendleton County. I t s  v i s i b i l i t y  is  enhanced by 
i t s  promimity t o  F rank l in ,  t h e  county s e a t ,  and by i t s  s i t e  which is  a 
s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from US Route 220. 

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t he  m i l l  i s  s t r o n g l y  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  the  McCoy family of 
Pendleton County t h a t  f i gu red  prominently i n  t h e  bus ines s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  a f f a i r s  of t he  reg ion  i n  t h e  19 th  century .  General William 
McCoy McCoy (1768-1835), who owned an e a r l i e r  m i l l  on t h e  s i t e ,  was a member 
of t h e  U.S. Congress f o r  22 y e a r s ,  was a  f r i e n d  of P re s iden t  Jackson and was a 
member of t h e  V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of 1829. 

I n  t h e  words of E l s i e  Byrd Boggs: 

"The o l d  McCoy m i l l  a t  t h e  mouth of t h e  Thorn cont inued t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  
s t a f f  of l i f e  f o r  the  people f a r  and near .  Upon General McCoy's dea th  i n  
183.5 i t  passed i n t o  t h e  possess ion  of h i s  nephew, t h e  Honorable W i l l i a m  McCoy, 
who was born i n  1800 and l i v e d  86 yea r s .  He served i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  
and was f o r  many yea r s  the  r u l i n g  e l d e r  of t h e  Frankl in  P re sby te r i an  Church, 
which he helped t o  organize  and support .  

The m i l l i n g  bus ines s  became so  p r o f i t a b l e  t h a t  Hon. William McCoy decided 
t o  r ep l ace  t h e  o l d  m i l l  wi th  a  new and modern one of g r e a t e r  gr inding  c a p a c i t y ,  
and i n  1845 t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of the  new m i l l  was begun. He employed an  e x p e r t  
mi l lwr igh t  named James William Byrd, a  young man from t h e  Shenandoah Val ley  
of V i r g i n i a ,  who proved a good s e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  e x a c t i n g  t a sk .  Such an  
e x c e l l e n t  p i e c e  of work was pe r f ec t ed  t h a t  t h e  m i l l ,  a massive and imposing 
s t r u c t u r e ,  f i r s t  equipped wi th  huge buhr s t o n e s  and l a t e r  w i th  more modern 



I ATTACHMENT TO HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HISTORY 
THE CULTURAL CENTER 
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25305 

i . Name(s) Histor ic /Common: McCoy M i l l ,  F r ank l in  V i c i n i t y ,  Pendleton County 

(# lo .  S i g n i f i c a n c e ,  cont inued)  

machinery, cont inued producing l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  f l o u r ,  meal,  and r e l a t e d  
o u t p u t s  u n t i l  f a r  i n t o  t h e  20th cen tury .  Although i t  h a s  now passed i n t o  o t h e r  
hands i t  is  s t i l l  known a s  t h e  McCoy M i l l .  Anong a l l  t h e  landmarks i n  Pendleton 
County, r a i s e d  by t he  hands of man, i t  is  d o u b t l e s s  t h e  b e s t  known. It s t a n d s  
i n  p l a i n  s i g h t  of t h e  main highway of t h e  count ry ,  U.S. Route No. 220, and 
almost  on t h e  doo r s t ep  of  Frankl in ."* 
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