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1. Name 
-- 

historic McCoy House: 

a n d m  COmmon F r a n k l i n  Town O f f  i c e ;  Pend le ton  County L i b r a r y  

2, Location 

street & number Main S t r e e t  - not for publication 

city, town F r a n k l i n  - vicinity of congressional district 

state West Virus code 5 4 county ppndl ptnn code ,,,I 

Category Ownership 
district -2.- public 
building(s) - private 

Status Present Use 
2.- occupied agriculture - museum 
- unoccupied - commercial - park 

- structure - both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
- site Publ ic Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process y e s :  restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered X yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military other: L i b r a r y  

4. Owner of Property 

name P e n d l e t o n  County Commission 

street & number Main S t r e e t  

city, town F r a n k l i n  - vicmity of state West V i r g i n i a  

5. Location 04 Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pendle ton  County C0u;sthouse 

street & number Main S t r e e t  

city, town F r a n k l i n  State West V i r q i n i a  

6. Representation in Existing S u r v e y s  
Region 8 P lann ing  and Development 

title D i s t r i c t  Survey has this property been determined elegible? - yes &no  

*ate 1 9 8 1  X - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records Region 8 P l a n n i n g  and Development Counc i l  



Condition Check one Check one 
2 excellent - deteriorated - unaltered .LC original site 
- good - ruins altered moved date 

fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if  known) physical appearance 

The McCoy House, p r e s e n t l y  housing t h e  F r a n k l i n  Town O f f i c e  and P e n d l e t o n  County 

L i b r a r y ,  is  a  l a r g e  detached b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  on F r a n k l i n ' s  Main S t r e e t ,  a c r o s s  

f rom t h e  Pend le ton  County Cour thouse .  R e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Greek Rev iva l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  

t h e  McCoy House s t r o n g l y  emphasizes  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  its s t y l e ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

L-shaped p l a n  and a r c h i t e c t u r a l  components. Due t o  a  ground s l o p e  t h e  main o r  w e s t e r n  

f a c a d e  i s  two s t o r i e s  h i g h  and t h e  e a s t e r n  i s  t h r e e .  

E x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  i n c l u d e s  American Bond r e d  b r i c k ,  p a i n t e d  whi te  i n s i d e  t h e  main 

p o r t i c o  and gray on its remain ing  s i d e s ,  and coursed  sand s t o n e  a t  ground l e v e l .  A 

s l i g h t l y  o f f  c e n t e r  gab led  roof  r u n s  p e r p i n d i c u l a r  t o  t h e  wes te rn  f a c a d e  t o  comple te  

t h e  L-shaped b u i l d i n g .  I n s i d e  end b r i c k  chimneys a r e  on each of t h e  t h r e e  e n d s  of  t h e  

house ,  and i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  e a s t e r n  p r o j e c t i o n .  S tand ing  seam t i n ,  common t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  a r e a  is used a s  r o o f i n g  m a t e r i a l .  D e n t i l s  u n d e r l i n e  t h e  roof  on t h e  w e s t e r n  and 

s o u t h e r n  f a c a d e .  

On t h e  Main S t r e e t  f a c a d e ,  a  one bay p ~ o t i c o  is accen ted  wi th  two sets of  d o u b l e  

I o n i c  columns,  s u p p o r t i n g  an e n t a b l a t u r e  f e a t u r i n g  d e n t i l  band and a  sawn b a l u s t r a d e  

w i t h  p l a i n  b a n i s t e r s .  Wooden p i l a s t e r s  g i v e  a  f raming e f f e c t  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  k 

p l a i n  t r ansom,  c o r n e r  and s i d e l i g h t s ,  a c c e n t e d  w i t h  c o n s o l e  b r a c k e t s  a c c e n t  a  two 

v e r t i c a l  pane led  wooden door.  A t h r e e  s t o r y  porch is i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t e r n  

s e c t i o n  of  t h e  McCoy House. The ground l e v e l  s u p p l i e s  t h e  needed s u p p o r t  sys tem f o r  t h e  

upper  s t o r i e s .  Br ick  p i e r s  appear  i n  e v e n l y  spaced i n t e r v a l s  t o  p r o v i d e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  

ground f l o o r  v i a  any of t h e  f o u r  d o o r s ,  which s e r v e d  a s  e n t r a n c e s  t o  t h e  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  

and k i t c h e n .  A p l a i n  r a i l  b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  long  uooden p o s t s  s u p p o r t  t h e  second and 

t h i r d  s t o r y  l e v e l s  w i t h  t h e  upper l e v e l  b e i n g  e n c l o s e d ,  windowed and hav ing  t h e  same 

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  a s  t h e  second s t o r y .  

Windows on t h e  wes te rn  (Main S t r e e t  Facade)  emphasize b a l a n c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  

o f  4/4 narrow l i g h t s ,  in-pegged double-hung s a s h e s ,  wi th  two windows.under one a r c h i t r a v e  

c o r n i c e ,  and a c c e n t e d  w i t h  g reen  l o u v e r e d  s h u t t e r s .  Cen te red  on t h e  second f l o o r ,  above 

t h e  main p o r t i c o ,  is a l a r g e  window opening c o n t a i n i n g  6/6 l i g h t s  i n  a  double-hung 

s a s h .  Rec tangu la r  s i d e l i g h t s  f l a n k  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  window. T h i s  l a r g e  window a p p e a r s  

t o  have been s h u t t e r e d .  However, none a r e  p r e s e n t  now. Windows on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of 

t h e  house  have 4/4 narrow,  double-hung s a s h e s  w i t h  g reen  louvered  s h u t t e r s .  Ground l e v e l  

o p e n i n g s  c o n t a i n  3/3 v e r t i c a l  panes  i n  double-hung s a h s e s ,  w i t h  g reen  l o u v e r e d  s h u t t e r s .  

There  a r e  no windows on t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e ,  and windows f o l l o w  t h e  same narrow 4/4 l i g h t s  

a s  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e s .  
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The McCoy House is  equipped wi th  many doors .  A two v e r t i c a l  p a n e l e d  door  i n  t h e  
. - 

Main S t r e e t  f a c a d e  p r o v i d e s  an e n t r a n c e  i n t o  what was once t h e  d i n i n g  room and p a r l o r  

and what i s  now t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h e  Town of  F r a n k l i n  and t h e  Pend le ton  County L i b r a r y .  

The n o r t h e a s t e r n  s e c t i o n  ( t r i - l e v e l e d  porch)  h a s  t h e  same t y p e  of d o o r s  a s . t h e  f r o n t  

p o r t i c o ,  w i t h  f o u r  d o o r s  on t h e  ground and second l e v e l s ,  and t h r e e  on t h e  t h i r d  s t o r y .  

A few a r e  topped  w i t h  t ransoms.  

F i r e p l a c e s  p rov ided  h e a t  f o r  t h e  house ,  u n t i l  c e n t r a l i z e d  h e a t i n g  was i n s t a l l e d ,  

t h u s ,  chimneys  were needed. Two i n s i d e  end chimneys add symmetry t o  t h e  west s e c t i o n ,  

w h i l e  an  i n s i d e  end and a  c e n t r a l  b r i c k  b a l a n c e  o u t  t h e  e a s t e r n .  A l l  a r e  c e n t e r e d ,  

w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  t h e  i n s i d e  end chimney on t h e  e a s t .  The n o r t h e r n  s i d e  of t h e  

g a b l e  i s  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  s o u t h e r n ,  t h u s  c a u s i n g  t h e  chimney t o  be c e n t e r e d  a t  t h e  p o i n t .  

S i x  rooms make up t h e  ground f l o o r  of  t h e  house.  Located on t h e  main f l o o r  were  

t h e  k i t c h e n  and s l a v e  q u a r t e r s .  Food p r e p a r a t i o n  was made p o s s i b l e  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

I of l a r g e  ovens  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  chimney. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of food t o  t h e  d i n i n g  a r e a  ( second  

f l o o r )  was v i a  a  dumb w a i t e r  and a  narrow s t a i r c a s e  t h a t  c o n n e c t s  t h e  t u o  rooms. Ground 

l e v e l  f l o o r i n g  c o n s i s t s  of  b r i c k s  l a i d  i n  s a n d .  The second and t h i r d  f l o o r s  e a c h  have 

f o u r  v e r y  l a r g e  rooms, w i t h  12- foo t  c e i l i n g s ,  a  hal lway and a  ba th .  The t h i r d  s t o r y  

was used f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  bedrooms. F i r e p l a c e s  i n  each  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms p r o v i d e d  

h e a t .  

The most i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  a  l a r g e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  w i t h  a winding 

s t a i r c a s e .  A c l o s e d - s t r i n g  s t a i r  h a s  a  c h e r r y  h a n d r a i l ,  a  c u r v i n g  newel and s l e n d e r  

b a l u s t e r s .  

A l t e r a t i o n s  have been l i m i t e d  t o  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  plumbing and c e n t r a l i z e d  h e a t i n g .  

B a t h s  have been added on t h e  second and t h i r d  f l o o r .  

A f i f t e e n  f o o t  by s i x t e e n  foot, one and a  h a l f  s t o r y  s e r v a n t s  q u a r t e r s  o r  s l a v e  

house  sits s l i g h t l y  n o r t h  of t h e  main house .  I t  is c o n s t r u c t e d  of common bond, r e d  b r i c k  

and topped  w i t h  a  g a b l e d ,  s t a n d i n g  seam t i n  r o o f .  One s m a l l  i n t e r i o r  end chimney s e r v e d  

a s  a  means f o r  h e a t i n g  t h e  s m a l l  house.  Windows a r e  s m a l l  under t h e  r o o f l i n e  w i t h  4-4 

panes .  They s l i d e  v e r t i c a l l y ,  i n s t e a d  of h o r i z o n t a l l y .  Only one 6 / 6  double-hung s a s h  

a p p e a r s  on t h e  west  and e a s t  s i d e s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g .  No windows a r e  on t h e  n o r t h  and 

s o u t h .  
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The a r e a  around t h e  McCoy House is open and s p a c i o u s .  N e a t l y  landsc-aped w i t h  

p l a n t s ,  s h r u b s  a n d t r e e s , t h i s  a r e a  complements t h e  Greek R e v i v a l  home. A r e t a i n i n g  

wal l ,  b u i l t  o f  s t o n e ,  b o r d e r s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e .  



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 

- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic conservation - law - science 

- 1500-1 599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
X - 1600-1 699 architecture - education - military - social/ 

- 1700-1799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 

x 1800-1899 - commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy - theater 

X 1900- - communications - industry 1L politicsigovernment - transportation 
- invention - other (specify) -- 

Specific dates 1848 BuiIderlArchitect Will iam McCoy 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The McCoy House was b u i l t  by one of t h e  more prominent  c i t i z e n s  of Pend le ton  

County,  t h e  Honorable Wil l iam McCoy. McCoy was a c t i v e  i n  s t a t e  and l o c a l  a f f a i r s  a s  

w e l l  as a  depu ty  s h e r i f f ,  a  j u s t i c e  and a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  Pend le ton  County i n  t h e  

l e g i s l a t u r e .  C o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e  home began i n  1848 and was b u i l t  p r i m a r i l y  v i t h  s l a v e  

l a b o r .  The o l d  Greek R e v i v a l  home was used a s  a comnunica t ions  c e n t e r  f o r  Union f o r c e s  

p r i o r  t o  and d u r i n g  t h e  War Eetueen t h e  S t a t e s .  

P e n d l e t o n  County, V i r g i n i a ,  d u r i n g  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s ,  was sandwiched 

between t h e  Union c o n t r o l l e d  Tygar t  Va l l ey  t o  t h e  u e s t  and Val ley  of V i r g i n i a  t o  t h e  

e a s t .  The l a t t e r  was Confedera te  occupied.  

Al though no major campaign was fough t  i n  Pend le ton  County, t h e  B a t t l e  of McDowell, 

V i r g i n i a ,  on May 8, 1862 d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  and t h e i r  environment.  

P r i o r  t o  t h e  B a t t l e  of  McDovell, Company A of  t h e  f i f t y - f i f t h  Ohio Volunteer  

I n f a n t r y ,  s t r u n g  a  t e l e g r a p h  l i n e  between Mooref ie ld  and F r a n k l i n ,  t h e  county  seat of 

Pend le ton .  A t  F r a n k l i n ,  a  t e l e g r a p h  o f f i c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  b r i c k  home of  

Wil l iam McCoy. Used a s  a communications c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Union f o r c e s ,  a n  o f f i c e  was 

l o c a t e d  i n  a  room on t h e  second f l o o r  of t h e  McCoy House, s o u t h  s i d z .  

The B a t t l e  of  McDowell saw many c a s u a l t i e s ,  on b o t h  s i d e s .  The Confedera te  

f o r c e s  s u f f e r e d  g r e a t l y ,  b u t  won t h e  b a t t l e ,  t h u s  s e n d i n g  t h e  Union f o r c e s  t o  r e t r e a t  

t o  F r a n k l i n .  S i x  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  b a t t l e ,  Fremont and h i s  command s e t  up camp i n  t h e  

s m a l l  town. Occupat ion of  Union f o r c e s  t o t a l e d  1 5 , 0 0 0  men. 

Troops  complained o f  l a c k  of  s u p p l i e s  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r a g e .  Grist m i l l s  were k e p t  
r u n n i n g  t o  p r o c e s s  any and a l l  g r a i n s  t h a t  cou ld  be  found.  C a t t l e  and sheep  were 
s l a u g h t e r e d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  one milk  cow. The l a s t  animal  t o  f a l l  prey t o  t h e  

Union f o r c e s  was a s h o r t h o r n  b u l l ,  owned by Wil l iam McCay. 

McCoy, a f t e r  c o m p i l i n g  an i t e m i z e d  s t a t e m e n t  ( b o t h  p e r s o n n a l  and f o r  t h e  Town o f  

F r a n k l i n )  of  t h e  l o s e s  s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  of Union t r o o p s ,  s e n t  t h e  list t o  

t h e  war o f f i c e  i n  Washington. A t  t h e  same t ime  a n o t h e r  list was be ing  s e n t  by t h e  

F e d e r a l s ,  o f  s u p p l i e s  McCoy had forwarded t o  a  C o n f e d e r a t e  Volunteer  Company r a i s e d  around 

F r a n k l i n .  The s u p p l i e s  had been g iven  w i l l i n g l y ,  t h u s  monetary compensation f o r  t h e  list 

S e n t  by McCoy v a s  u n l i k e l y .  



United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

McCoy House, F r a n k l i n ,  P e n d l e t o n  County, West V i r g i n i a .  
Continuation sheet SIGNIFICANCE Item number 8 Paw 2 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e  McCoy House r e p r e s e n t s  a  s t y l e  t y p i c a l  of i ts e r a ,  from t h e  

r o o f l i n e  t o  t h e  ground. I t  is one of t h e  few remaining homes of such  siFe and s t a t u r e  - 
i n  Pend le ton  County. Feu of  t o d a y ' s  homes w i l l  be a b l e  t o  b o a s t  an  age  of 133  y e a r s .  

Impress ive  i n  bo th  s i z e  and s t a t u r e ,  t h e  McCoy House was under c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1848 

and was b u i l t  by s l a v e  l a b o r .  I n  f a c t ,  it was b u i l t  by s l a v e s  owned by Wil l iam McCoy. 

I n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  Greek R e v i v a l ,  its a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  i n c l u d e  a  low p i t c h e d  

r o o f ,  u n d e r l i n e d  w i t h  d e n t i l s ,  a  p a i r e d  I o n i c  columned f r o n t  p o r t i c o  and an i m p r e s s i v e  

t h r e e  l e v e l  porch on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e .  Console b r a c k e t s  a c c e n t  a  p l a i n  t ransom i n  t h e  

main p o r t i c o .  I n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  a r e  1 2  f o o t  c e i l i n g s  and a  b e a u t i f u l  s o l i d  c h e r r y  

h a n d r a i l  t h a t  s t a r t s  a t  t h e  main e n t r a n c e  and c u r v e s  t o  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  
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0. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ~- 
Quadrangle name F r a n k l i n  * bjV 

UMT References 

* I 1 1 7 1  1614151214101 1 4 1 2 1 7 1 8 I 1 1 0 1 0 1  
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 
-- 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification D e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  l o t  is  i n  Deed Book I i n  t h e  
P e n d l e t o n  County Cour thouse .  Loca ted  on Main S t r e e t ,  i t  is  borde red  on t h e  n o r t h  by 
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Park Access Road, on t h e  e a s t  by South  Branch S t r e s t ,  by a  
s m a l l  s treet  c o n n e c t i n a  Sou th  Branch and Main on t h e  s o u t h  and by Main S t r e e t  on t h e  west. 
L i s t  all states and counties  for properties overlapping s tate  or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

city or town P e t e r s b u r q  state West V i r g i n i a  

12. State Historic Bresesvatisn O f f i c e r  Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state X.- local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Offi 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth 
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