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DEPARTMENT of CULTURE 6 HISTORY 
SCIENCE 6 CbiTURE CENTER 

1. p Y E ( S 1 ,  hiatoric/eommou: Masonic Temple 
1 

80-99 
c l t ~ / ; o v l :  Parkersbur  WV 26101 

(i ....,..... if-) 
e r i g h a l :  s o c i a l  h a l l  ( lodge)  

4. MR/PDDREsS, pteaantg Masonic F r a t e r n i t i e s  , Inc. 
address  above 

original: Masonic Temple 
same a s  above 

< S t a f f  Use Only) 
r 1 

5. .WOTO/SKETCH OF: 8112-~2-F24-26 7. PLAN Cinclude approx. Oinensions): 
8201-R2-Fl4 



a. Exterior Fabric b. Structural S y s t e ~  

~ - 
6tUCCO 
weatherboard 
clapboard 
board 6 batten 
sh ing le  
other 

masonry X 
. frame- 

l o g  
metal 
other 

foundation 

wood 
6 e  tal- 
s l a t e  . -  
t i l e  
asphalt A 

c o n p ~ s i t i o n  
other 

Associated Structures (ula/typel: 6. Integrity (include dates).: 

a l terat ions  
dependencies 

be Condition: g. Threats: 

u c a U e n t  y None apparent .  
good 
fair 
deteriorated 
abandoned 

~ICNIFICPNCE <use e d d i t i o n d  sheet  i f  necessary): 

a. A r c h i  t+ct /Boi lder /~n  i ec 
Frank ~ c k a r C f , i * c g Q  This  i s  a bold C l a s s i c a l  co rne r s tone  on a *Theodore T. sansbury 

m- 
Qi :.. 

b. Sryle/Period: C; ~ a s s i c a ?  prominent corner .  The c o n t r a s t  between 1st 
(Beaux A r t s )  s t o r y  l imes tone  a s h l a r  and upper s t o r y  b r i c k  f ac ing  

S O  Dare(s ) : l915  (d-) c r e a t e s  a v i s u a l l y  dominating a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s ta tement .  
The b u i l d i n g ' s  f i n e l y  appoin ted  t e r r a  c o t t a  t r i m  i s  

ano the r  des ign  f l o u r i s h  t h a t  he ightens  v i s u a l  e f f e c t .  Masonic Temple I s  signiffcal 
a s  a n  important a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark designed by Frank L. Packard, ad i s t i ngu i shc  
a r c h i t e c t  of Columbus, Ohio, who i s  known f o r  o t h e r  West V i r g i n i a  landnarks of t h i  
per iod ,  inc luding  Parkersburg High School. Packard w a s  a s s o c i a t e d  f o r  t h e  l a s t  
decade of t he  20th century  wi th  t h e  noted Columbus a r c h i t e c t ,  Joseph W. Yost. 
Theodore Sansbury, a s s o c i a t e  a r c h i t e c t ,  was a l e a d i n g  W.Va. a r c h i t e c t  ~ h o  i s  
remembered c h i e f l y  f o r  h i s  Parkersburg works. (R.S.C.) 

11. _ e r s L n o c R n w :  

L e t t e r  (8-6-82) from Ray Swick, Ph.D. of Parkersburg t o  Rodney C o l l i n s  of 
Cu l tu re  and His tory ,  f i l e d  i n  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Unit .  Supplemental 
in format ion  from t h e  f i l e s  of Rodney S. Co l l i n s .  

PI. . 
12. mEPm3 BY E l i z a  Smith, C h r i s t i n a  Mann . 12/81  

C 

a. Mdzess Allegheny Square West, P i t t s b u r g h ,  PA 15212 
L. 

Organization Landmarks Planning,  Inc  . 



Masonic Temple 
900 Market S t .  
80-99 

Th i s  4  s t o r y ,  3  by 6 bay s t r u c t u r e  a c t s  a s  a  bold C l a s s i c a l  corners tone .  I t s  
b a s i c  composition c o n s i s t s  of a  c o l o s s a l  arcade on t h e  1 s t  and 2nd s t o r i e s  
and a  c o l o s s a l  pos t  and l i n t e l  system of p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  and co rn ice  on t h e  
3rd and 4 t h  s t o r i e s .  The f l a t  roof i s  hidden by a  parapet  of a l t e r n a t i n g  
b l i n d  b a l u s t r a d e s  and s o l i d  b r i c k  sec t ions .  Two bands of c o r n i c e s  run below. 
The 3rd and 4 t h  s t o r y  system con ta ins  one transomed, double casement window 
wi th  a r c h i t r a v e  and co rn ice  framing i n  each bay of t he  3rd s t o r y ;  they r e s t  on 
a  cont inuous s i l l  course .  The 1 s t  and 2nd s t o r i e s ,  faced i n  smooth dressed  
s tone ,  f e a t u r e  arched a p e r t u r e s ,  w i th  c e n t r a l  consoles ,  joined by a  cont inuous 
sp r ing ing  course  and con ta in ing  windows and doors framed by p i l a s t e r  s t r i p s  
and c o r n i c e s  be low.mul t i -par t  windows with i r o n  balconet  r a i l i n g s .  The c e n t r a l  
doorway on the  NW i s  double wi th  a r c h i t r a v e  t r i m  and l a r g e  consoles  suppor t ing  
a d e n t i l e d  c o r n i c e  and ba lus t r aded  ba lconet .  Masonic symbols appear i n  
medal l ions  on t h e  NW and SW s i d e s .  






