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1986, as amended, I hereby cercify that this -- x nomination reqces: for 
determination of eligibility mests the documentation standards for registering - - 
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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 
1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this -- x nomination request for 
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering 
properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural 
and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property - x  meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 
recommend that this property be considered significant - nationally - 
statewide -x- locally. ( - See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 
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4. National Park Service Certification 

I, hereby certify thac this groperzy is: 

entered in the Mational Register 
- See concinuacion sheet. 
determined eligible for the 
National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
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- district 
- site 
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- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 
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sites 
structures 
objects 

1 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Regis t e r L  

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter " N / A n  if property is not part 
of a multiple property listing.) N/A 
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6. Function or Use 

Histor~c 3mctlons (Enter cacegorles Zrom instructions) 
Cac: DOMESTIC Sub: SINGLE DWELLING 

7. Description 

Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
LATE 1 9TH CENTURY : OUEEN A-WE 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation Stone 
roof Asphalt 
walls Brick 

other 

Narrative Description (See concinuacion sheets) 
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name/title Shristv iyennam 

organization Graniean Research and Consul" L ~ n q  date October I", 2000 

street & number 804 Idlewood St. telephone ( 3 0 4 )  598-7765 

city town Moraantown state zip code 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Robert and Linda McNeil 

street & number 1008 Ridae Avenue telephone (304) 564-4286 

city or town New Cumberland state WV zip code 26047 
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The MarshallMcNeil House is an elegant 19' century two and one half story Queen Anne style 
residence built in 1887 located on Ridge Avenue in New Cumberland, West Virginia 
overlooking the Ohio River. The house was built in 1887 by lawyer and West Virginia State 
Senator, Oliver Marshall. The MarshalYMcNeil House has remained in the Marshall family 
since its construction. The house was built in 1887 by Oliver Marshall. 

Exterior 
The two and one half story, three bay brick residence has an asphalt roof and stone foundation. 
All windows are double-sash with limestone sills and lintels. Windows have interior wood 
shutters. Front gable roof end to right has three Queen Anne windows, decorative wood blocks 
in peak and a stringcourse under the eaves. There are double brackets at the comers. Gable has 
diamond lights. Brick sidewalk has the word "ETNA" imprinted in bricks. 

West (Front) Facade 
The front facade has 3 bays. There is a full porch with wood posts with spools and pierced wood 
block effect brackets. The porch has a shed roof with a left side pedimented gable with a fan 
effect over steps. The double front door has a transom with narrow Queen Anne window with 
colored lights in upper sash. The doors are heavily carved and there is the initial " M  carved on 
the bottom of each door. The interior single door has a cut glass zinc camed window. There are 
paired windows to the right and above on second floor, with a single window on left. 

South Facade 
The south facade has four bays. There is an integral brick chimney with decorative brickwork. 
The southeast comer has a wooden porch with turned wood columns and decorative woodwork 
around the shed roof. The middle of the facade has a shallow, L-shaped section with a front 
gable roof that has decorative wood blocks in the peak and a first floor, hipped roof, bay window. 
The hipped roof on this elevation has original slate. 
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East Facade 
The east facade has two bays and an integral, decorative brick chimney. The ease facade shares 
the southeast comer porch with south facade 

North Facade 
The north facade has four bays and an L-shaped middle section with a fiont gable roof. The peak 
of the roof has three one over one double-hung sash windows and decorative block woodwork. 
The first floor has small colored glass window on northwest side. 

Interior - First Floor 
The first floor has ornately carved, cherry, woodwork throughout. The entrance hall has an 
interior, beveled glass door. There is a wooden, carved staircase leading to the second floor. In 
addition, there is a second stairway in the kitchen. In the dining room there is a built in wood 
cabinet in the closet and an alcove with carved wood trim. Wood pocket doors kame the 
entrance to the living room. The living room, dining room, and library also contain omately 
carved mantels surrounding the fireplace in each room. These rooms also have interior wood 
shutters. 

Interior - Second Floor 
The second floor contains five bedrooms and one bathroom. All rooms on this floor have 
wooden doors and transoms. The floors are hardwood. Over two of the bedroom doors the 
names of Oliver Marshall's children by his first wife, John and Olive, were etched into the 
transoms. There is a staircase leading to the finished attic. 

Interior - Attic 
The attic is finished and has hardwood floors. The attic was used mainly as a playroom for 
Oliver Marshall's children. 

Exterior - GaragejStorage Shed 
One bay, wood, garagelstorage shed with fiont gable roof. c. 1955. Noncontributing. 
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The Marshall House on historic Ridge Avenue was built by West Virginia State Senator Oliver 
Marshall in 1887. It qualifies under Criterion B because of Marshall's role in government and 
the political history of West Virginia. The Marshall House also qualifies under Criterion C as an 
example of late 1 9'h Century Queen Anne architecture. The house has been owned by members 
of the Marshall family since its construction. The period of significance is 1887-1934 when it 
was the home of Senator Oliver Marshall. 

Historical Significance 
The Marshall House was built by West Virginia State Senator Oliver Marshall, a descendant of 
one of Hancock County's leading families. Oliver Marshall was born in Fairview, now New 
Manchester, on September 24, 1850. He was the great grandson of the pioneer Aaron Marshall, 
who came from east of the mountains, from somewhere in Virginia. He is thought to have been a 
soldier for Braddock and Washington in the famous campaign of 1755. About 1760 he came to 
what is now Hancock County, WV. His land was part of the Johnson Survey, granted in 1775, 
when Patrick Henry was governor of Virginia. The grant was for 7,000 acres, but when it was 
surveyed it measured 8,100 acres. Of this Aaron Marshall was assigned 205 acres at ten shillings 
an acre, payable in whskey at five shillings a gallon, flour and other forms of currency of the 
day. Aaron Marshall had the fourth house on the tract. The original record of title is at 
Louisville, Kentucky. The town of Newel1 stands on part of the original grant. In his minutes 
George Washington mentions the waterfalls where his tract borders the Ohio River, but the land 
of Aaron Marshall was some five miles northeast from that stream. 

Aaron Marshall continued to live on his Hancock County land until his death 1826. He was a 
Baptist and frequently preached in the Kings Creek area, where he is buried. 

Aaron Marshall's son, John, was born in 1782 and died in 1859, spending his entire life in 
Hancock County. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church. 

John Marshall's son, James G. Marshall, was born at old Fairview, Hancock County on 
November 2 1, 1826 and died October 6, 1902. He left the f m ,  did considerable surveying, 
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became an attorney, and for twenty-four years was the prosecuting attorney of Hancock County. 
He was buried in the old Presbyterian churchyard at Fairview. His wife was Lavina Miller, 
daughter of John Miller and granddaughter of David Miller. David Miller settled on Tomlison 
Run, where he owned 400 acres, secured from Dorsey Pentecost, one of the two last judges who 
held court at Pittsburgh under the authority of the British crown. David had the first house in 
Gas Valley, and died in 1835, in his ninety-ninth year. His son, John, spent his life as a farmer at 
the old place, and his daughter, Lavina was born there. She died when about sixty years old. 
Her three children are: Oliver S., E.D. Marshall, an attorney at Santa Clara, CA, and Ila, who 
mamed Dr. J.W. Walton. 

Oliver S. Marshall attended West Liberty Normal School and graduated from Bethany College in 
1878. Marshall served as a trustee of that college for many years. From 1880 to 1885 Marshall 
was principal of the New Cumberland Grade School. In 1884 he was elected the Clerk of the 
County Court of Hancock County. He held this office until 1896 when he was elected to the 
West Virginia State Senate from the First Senatorial District. That same year he was admitted to 
the Hancock County bar. In 1892 Marshall served as a delegate to the Republican National 
Convention. Marshall served as President of the State Senate for the 1899 session. 

During his term as President of the West Virginia Senate, Marshall presided over Senate 
proceedings that led to the passage of a variety of bills. Some of the issues that were decided by 
the Senate and the Legislature during Marshall's term as president were incorporation of West 
Virginia banks and savings institutions, establishing a procedure for West Virginia public 
institutions to report to the Legislature, and reorganizing the process for the Legislature to 
consider appropriations bills. 

Marshall married Elizabeth Tarr on September 8, 1880. Elizabeth was the daughter of Campbell 
and Nancy Harnmond Tarr. Campbell Tarr was one of the members of the Richmond 
Convention who withdrew when Virginia passed the ordinance of secession. Subsequently, Tarr 
became a leader in the West Virginia statehood movement. 

In 1887, Oliver Marshall hired an architect named Smith to build a house on Ridge Avenue 
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according to Marshall's specifications. The Queen Anne style home was constructed with bricks 
made in New Cumberland from local clay. The MarshallMcNeil house is the finest example of 
Queen Anne style architecture in New Cumberland. 

Oliver and Elizabeth Marshall had two children, John and Olive. John graduated from Yale and 
West Virginia University and later practiced law in Parkersburg. After the death of Elizabeth, 
Marshall married Nora Householder in 1890. The Marshalls had three children: Edith, Edmond, 
and Virginia. Oliver Marshall died in 1934 at the age of 66. After his death, Marshall's 
daughter, Virginia Marshall, lived in the house and taught school in New Cumberland for forty 
years. She resided in the Marshall house until her death in 1997. 

Summary 
The Marshall/McNeil House is significant under Criterion B because it was the home of one of 
New Cumberland's leading politicians, Oliver Marshall. During his lifetime, Marshall served 
Hancock County as a teacher, lawyer, West Virginia State Senator, and President of the West 
Virginia Senate. The house was Oliver Marshall's home from the time is was built in 1887 till 
his death in 1934. The Marshall/McNeil House also qualifies under Criterion C as an excellent 
example of late 19 '~  Century Queen Anne architecture. 
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NFS Form 10-900-a 
(Rev. 10-90) 

OMB No. 
1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Photograph Log 

Photographer - Christy Venham 

Photos taken February 11,2000 

1. Marshall House - West or fiont Facade - camera facing east. Neg. No. 2. 

2. Marshall House - North Facade - camera facing south. Neg. No. 1. 

3. Marshall House - South Facade - camera facing north. Neg. No. 3. 

4. Marshall House - North Facade - Closeup of decorative woodwork in gable peak. Camera 
facing south. Neg. No. 4. 

5. Marshall House - Beveled glass, interior kont door - camera facing north. Neg. No. 5. 

6. Marshall House - One of three carved wood fireplaces on first floor - camera facing west. 
Neg. No. 6. 

7. Marshall House - Dining Room Alcove - camera facing southeast. Neg. No. 7. 
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