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1. Name 

historic MacFarland House 

andlorcomrnon MacFarland - Ruby - Crowley - Hubbard House 

2, Location 
street & number 1310 Kanawha Boulevard - not for publication 

city, town Charles ton  - vicinity of congressional district Third 

state West Virgin ia  code 54 county Kanawha code 039 

Category Ownership 
- district - public 
_x building(s) x private 
- struc:ure - both 

Status Present Use 
_x, occupied - agriculture - museum 
- unoccupied commercial - park 
w o r k  in progress - educational Y private residence 

- site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
. objnct - in process y e s :  restricted government - scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
X no - military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Miss. El izabeth  Hubbard 

--  

street & number 1310 Kanawha Boulevard 

city, town Charle s.ton - vicinity of state W e s t  V i rg in ia  25301 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kanawha County Courthouse 

street 8 number Virg in ia  and Court S t r e e t s  

city, town Charleston ,tate West Vi rg in ia  25301 

title E a s t  End Survey has this property been determined elegible? y e s  x no 

date 1975-76 - federal - state - county x local 

depository for survey records H i s t o r i c  Preservat ion  Unit ,  WV Department of Cu l tu re  and History 

city, town Charles ton ,tate West Vi rg in ia  25305 



Condition Check one Check one 
-- exceilent - deteriorated - unaltered 2- original site 
3 good - ruins _x altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

- -- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The MacFarland House s tands  on a  deep, tree-shaded l o t ,  p a r t i a l l y  hidden from view by 
a  hedge separa t ing  t h e  res idence  and its expansive and nea t ly  kept  lawn from busy Kanawha 
Boulevard and the  Great Kanawha FLver. Despite the  twentieth century encroachment- of 
commercial and business establishments upon the  house and grounds extens ive  p l a n t i n g s  on 
a l l  s i d e s  i n s u l a t e  the  property- and preserve its a i r  of t r a n q u i l i t y .  From t h e  p o r t i c o  
of t h e  MacFarland House an impressive v i s t a  of the  high wooded h i l l s  south of t h e  Kanawha 
suggest  l i t t l e  of the  urban s e t t i n g  of t h e  MacFarland House i n  the  h e a r t  of Char les ton ,  
the  c a p i t a l  of West Virgin ia .  

A l o c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a  n a t i o n a l l y  popular a r c h i t e c t u r a l  theme - t h e  C l a s s i c a l  
Revival - was employed i n  t h e  design of the  house. Paramount i n  t h i s  regard is  t h e  f r o n t  
e l eva t ion  two-story modified Roman Doric p o r t i c o  wi th  a  p l a i n  en tab la tu re  and t r i a n g u l a r  
pediment centered wi th  a  semi-circular  f an l igh t .  The residence has undergone few e x t e r i o r  
a l t e r a t i o n s  and has witnessed b u t  minor i n t e r i o r  modificat ions from t h e  d a t e  of con- 
s t r u c t i o n  i n  1836. 

The MacFarland House i s  a  near ly  square,  two-story gray painted b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  wi th  
a  small a d d i t i o n  ( e l l )  a t  i t s  northwest ( r e a r )  corner.  The r idge  of t h e  gabled roof run- 
ning e a s t  and west i s  i n t e r s e c t e d  a t  i t s  cen te r  by the  r idge  of the  f r o n t ,  two-story 
p o r t i c o  roof running nor th  and south. Twin i n t e r i o r  end b r i ck  chimneys add touches of 
a d d i t i o n a l  symmetry t o  t h e  bui ld ing.  

The temple-form f r o n t  of t h e  MacFarland House was designed t o  be  seen from the r i v e r ,  
a  v i s t a  t h a t  was s l i g h t l y  l e s s  encufiered i n  the  nineteenth century when t h e  r i v e r  bank 
was more sloping.  Though the  muddy path  between t h e  house and t h e  r i v e r  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
was an important t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  route ,  t h e  James River and Kanawha Turnpike, i t s  continued 
heavy use i n  l a t e r  genera t ions  and upgrading a s  a  p r i n c i p a l  suburban a r t e r y  (elm-lined 
Kanawha S t r e e t )  and eventual  four-lane boulevard d id  not  d e t r a c t  from nor a l t e r  t h e  b a s i c  
appearance o r  immediate s e t t i n g  of the  house which s tands  some 150 f e e t  from t h e  s t r e e t .  

Beneath t h e  p o r t i c o  t h e  s i d e  h a l l  of  the  house is reached through an e l a b o r a t e  
mullioned doorway f lanked by three-quar ter  length  s i d e l i g h t s  and surmounted by a  rec tangular  
over l igh t .  The two a d d i t i o n a l  f r o n t  e l eva t ion  bays of t h e  ground f l o o r  a r e  centered  wi th  
transomed, f loor- length  French doors. The upper f r o n t  facade is centered w i t h  a  doorway 
opening onto  a  metal ba lus t raded balcony flanked by double-hung windows. Flemish bond 
brickwork, pa in ted  gray ,  ornaments the f r o n t  wal l  sur faces .  

During t h e  occupancy of  1.2. J. B. Crowley a f t e r  1922, seve ra l  remodelings occurred 
t h a t  s l i g h t l y  changed e x t e r i o r  and c e r t a i n  i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l s .  A por t e  cochere and a  sun- 
room of matching dimensions were c o n s t ~ u c t e d  on t h e  west and e a s t  s i d e s  of  t h e  house and 
t h e i r  r o o f s ,  i n  add i t ion  t o  the  main roof ,  were covered with green sh ing le  t i l e s .  The 
f r o n t  balcony was apparent ly  b u i l t  a t  t h i s  time t o  r ep lace  a  g a l l e r y  t h a t  formerly r a n  t h e  
f u l l  f r o n t  of t h e  house. Leaded g l a s s  panels  were s u b s t i t u t e d  a t  about  t h i s  t ime t o  re-  
p lace  the  o r i g i n a l  g l a s s  panes of the  f r o n t  door s i d e l i g h t s  and transom. 

Another change a t  t h e  MacFarland House ~ c ~ u ~ e d i n  t h e  l a t e  1940s when a  second 
s t o r y  was added t o  t h e  r e a r  e l l  by the  Hubbard family. The 1920s period i n t e r i o r  a l t e r a -  
t i o n s  witnessed t h e  a d d i t i o n  of paneling of f i r s t  f l o o r  walls .  The p resen t  (1979) owner, 
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M i s s  E l izabeth  Hubbard, be l i eves  the  stairway of t h e  entrance s i d e h a l l  was taken 
from t h e  o r i g i n a l  White Sulphur Springs,  West Vi rg in ia ,  Hotel. The MacFarland 
House was flanked on i t s  eas te rn  s i d e  Ion an ad jacen t  l o t )  by the  Rand House, a  
res idence  of near ly  i d e n t i c a l  s t y l e  and age,  t h a t  was demolished i n  the  mid- 
twent ie th  century t o  make room f o r  a  motel complex. 



Period Areas of S ign i i icance-check  and justify below 
- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic - conservati~n - law 

- science 

- 1500-1599 - agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 

- 1600-1699 2 architecture - education - military - social/ 

- 1700-1799 - ar: - engineering - music 
humanitarian 

2 1800-1899 - commerce - explorationisettlement - philosophy - theater 

- 1 9 0 G  - communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 
- invention 2 other (specify) 

Tacal  history 

Specific dates  1836 Bui'deriArchitect Norris F h i t t e k e r ,  Builder  

Statement  of Significance (in o n e  paragraph) 

The MacFa.rland House, b u i l t  i n  1836, f a c e s  Kanawha Boulevard and t h e  Great Kanawha 
River i n  the  h e a r t  of Charleston,  the  c a p i t a l  of West Virgin ia .  The res idence  i s  s ig -  
n i f i c a n t  because it is one of only s i x  pre-Civi l  War houses s t i l l  standing i n  t h e  c i t y .  
Of t h e  s i x ,  only t h r e e  a r e  designed i n  vernacular  c l a s s i c a l  r ev iva l  themes and, of 
these ,  only the  MacFarland House p resen t s  a  f u l l  two-story por t i co .  Beyond i ts s ig -  
n i f i cance  a s  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark, the  MacFarland House possesses a s i g n i f i c a n t  
h i s t o r y  of as.sociation with t h e  C i v i l  War i n  t h e  Kanawha Valley, and wi th  four  f a m i l i e s ,  
t h e  MacFarlands, the  Rubys, t h e  Crowleys, and t h e  Hubbards, who have a l l  d i s t ingu i shed  
themselves i n  t h e  growth and development of Charleston. 

The s i t e  of t h e  MacFarland House i s  bu t  a s h o r t  d i s t ance  e a s t  of t h e  s i t e  of F o r t  
Lee where pioneers made t h e i r  f i r s t  permanent se t t lement  of t h e  Charleston a r e a  i n  1788. 
The s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  house s i t e  was influenced by i ts  he igh t  above t h e  Kanawha River 
which escaped t h e  devas ta t ing  s i x t y  f e e t  of water t h a t  inundated t h e  v a l l e y  i n  1861. 
The land upon which t h e  house was t o  be b u i l t  was sold  by I saac  and Bradford Noyes (the 
Noyes name i s  very prominent i n  Charleston h i s t o r y )  t o  William Whitteker whose b r o t h e r ,  
Norris ,  b u i l t  the  house soon t h e r e a f t e r .  The Whittekers were the  b e s t  known of t h e  
e a r l y  house b u i l d e r s  of Charleston. In  the words of Ruth Woods Dayton, "If  a Whitteker 
b u i l t  i t ,  then t h e r e  was nothing more t o  be s a i d  - it was a  good house." 

The f i r s t  owner of t h e  house a t  1310 Kanawha Boulevard was Henry Devol MacFarland 
(1808-1845), who was a  merchant associa ted  with an o lde r  and success fu l  ha l f -brother ,  
James C. MacFarland (1792-1864). Best known of the  MacFarlands, James C. was g r e a t l y  
responsib le  f o r  bringing a  branch of the  Bank of Virgin ia  t o  Charleston i n  1832, serv ing 
a s  i ts  p res iden t  f o r  many years  t h e r e a f t e r .  James MacFarland a l s o  served a s  p r e s i d e n t  
of t h e  town's hoard of t r u s t e e s  (mayor), and was e lec ted  f o r  s e v e r a l  t e r m s  t o  t h e  House 
of Delegates. 

John C. Ruby 11 and h i s  wife ,  Mary Frances Noyes, daughter of Bradford Noyes, 
wealthy salt-maker and merchant, were r e s id ing  i n  the  EIacFarland House by 1851. M r .  Ruby 
es tab l i shed  a  grocery bus iness  on Kanawha S t r e e t  and h i s  prominence i n  bus iness  a f f a i r s  
i n  l a t e r  years  no doubt influenced his e l e c t i o n  t o  the  c i t y  mayorship i n  1875-77. John C. 
Ruby 111 and Bradford N, Ruby, who succeeded t h e i r  f a t h e r  i n  the  grocery bus iness ,  con- 
ducted t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  under the  f irm name of Ruby Brothers. Ruby family  descendants 
owned the  MacFarland House u n t i l  1 9 2 2 ,  when i t  was purchased by John B. Crowley. 

I 

i 
! John B. Crowley (1863-1925) occupied the  FlacFarland House f o r  t h e  s h o r t e s t  per iod  

though, during h i s  ownership, in2or tan t  remodelings occured t h a t  e f f e c t i v e l y  introduced 
i 
i t he  house t o  twent ie th  c e n t u r j  s tandards of amenity. Crowley's c a r e e r  began wi th  t h e  
I S t e r r e t  Brothers of Charleston,  and l a t e r  blossomed i n t o  independent ven tu res  i n  t h e  whole- 
F s a l e  and r e a l  e s t a t e  bus iness  under t h e  names Crowley-Prairie Realty Company and Ashton- 

Crowley Company t h a t  secured f o r  him considerable wealth. Crowley underwrote t h e  con- 
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s t r u c t i o n  of Char les ton ' s  Hotel Kanawha, Holley Hotel,  and Capitol  Theater .  

The MacFarland House was purchased about 1945 by J.  W. Hubbard, a businessman 
assoc ia ted  with t h e  grocery bus iness  of Charleston. H i s  daughter,  M i s s  E l i zabe th  
Hubbard, who cur ren t ly  r e s i d e s  i n  the  old home, has d i l i g e n t l y  preserved t h e  
bu i ld ing  and i t s  grcunds. 

The MacFarland House was not  always the  q u i e t  residence. During t h e  C i v i l  
War John C. Ruby I1 entered  t h e  Confederate Army and h i s  family apparent ly  l e f t  
the  house t o  l o c a t e  temporarily i n  a s a f e r ,  pro-Confederate area .  The house was 
occupied during t h i s  per iod  by Federa l  o f f i c e r s  and was used a s  a m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l .  
When r e l a t i v e s  of t h e  Rubys re turned i n  1865 t o  regain  possession they found t h e  
house s t i l l  occupied by convalescing s o l d i e r s .  The p a t i e n t s  moved o u t ,  however, 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a t e n t  h o s p i t a l  on the  lawn where they remained u n t i l  t h e i r  maladies 
were cured. A cannonball,  owned by M i s s  El izabeth Hubbard, has been passed down 
by preceding owners r e c a l l i n g  an inc iden t  when the  m i s s i l e ,  f i r e d  by Federal  
b a t t e r i e s  on the  south s i d e  of t h e  r i v e r ,  damaged a sec t ion  of t h e  roof of t h e  
house. 

Builder  Norris  Whitteker is  c red i t ed  by h i s t o r i a n  George W. Atkinson i n  h i s  
His tory  of Kanawha County with manufacturing t h e  b r i cks  f o r  t h e  MacFarland House 
wi th  h i s o w n  hands. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  the  house equates n ice ly  wi th  t h e  Greek Revival, 1 
temple-form houses mushrooming along t h e  main s t r e e t s  of 1830's  American v i l l a g e s  
and c i t i e s .  I t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  t h e  popular s t y l e  of t h e  period was quickly passed 
over t h e  mountains from Eastern c i t i e s  o r  t h a t  it derived from c l a s s i c a l  s t y l e  
p l a n t a t i o n  houses of the  South. The MacFarland House favors  the  former a s  it was 
apparent ly  b u i l t  a s  a suburban townhouse t o  accommodate a merchant 's family. 

The two-story modified Roman Doric p o r t i c o  seems espec ia l ly  noteworthy f o r  
i t s  e x c e l l e n t  proport ion.  The absence of t r ig lyphs  and d e n t i l s  i n  t h e  co rn ice  and 
f r i e z e  of t h e  broad e n t a b l a t u r e  i s  decidedly Greek Revival, though the  f a n l i g h t  
of t h e  tympanum and t rea tment  of columns is  Jef fersonian  and Roman i n  s p i r i t .  The 
column s h a f t s  a r e  p l a s t e r e d  and do no t  appear t o  have possessed f l u t e s  a t  any t i m e .  
The hor izon ta l  transom above t h e  doorway is another reference  t o  t h e  Greek Revival 
mode. 



C o l l i n s ,  Rodney S. E a s t  End Survey: S t r u c t u r e ,  F indings ,  Recommendations. C i t y  of  
Cha r l e s ton ,  L ' N  ( H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Un i t ,  TJV Dept. of Cu l tu re  and Hi s to ry )  1975-76. 

Dayton, Ruth Woods. P ioneers  and T h e i r  Homes on Upper Kanawha. Cha r l e s ton ,  bN: W e s t  ---- 
V i r g i n i a  Publ i sh ing  CO., 1947. 
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4 0. GeogsapAkA Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 c i t y  l o t  

Quadrangle name C l h ; l r l e s t n n  : W e i t  V i r g i n i a  
U M T  References 

Quadrangle scale 1 z 9 4  ;_On@ 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and  just i f icat ion The MacFarland House is l o c a t e d  on a  c i t y  l o t  a t  
1310 Kanawha Blvd. measuring approximately 120 f t .  a c ros s  t h e  f r o n t  and 270 ft. deep. The 
l o t  i s  l o c a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of Kanawha Blvd. beginning 232 f t .  e a s t  of t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  of $lorr+s .st. and Kanawha Blvd. The $0 on t h e  w e s t  by t h e  Cha r l e s ton  

?r ri lnlr a d  nn t h ~  ~ x q t  hv Mzrvin .S e l .  
List all s ta tes  a n d  count ies  for propert ies overlapping s ta te  or  county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

name!title Rodney S. C o l l i n s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s to r i an  
H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Un i t  

organization WV Department of Cu l tu re  and Hi s to ry  date Ju ly  1 0 ,  1979 

street & number The C u l t u r a l  Cen te r ,  C a p i t o l  Complex telephone 304 - 348-0240 

city or town Char les  t on  state West Vilrginia 25305 

*la. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state X - local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fo 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

D i r e c t o r ,  H i s t o r i c  Pres .  Uni t ,  WV Dept of  Cul ture  and September 27,  1979 
title H i s t o r y  date 

For HCRS use only J 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 
. - 1. 

? - * .  - . _ 1  , , date , , ..- : .I ,_ I .  ' 

Keeper of the National Register . . . 
Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 3 
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