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Virg in i a ' s  Chapel i s  a small ,  unp re t en t ious  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  on Route 60 at  
Zedar Grove, West Vi rg in ia .  According t o  Ruth Dayton's Pioneers  and The i r  
3omes on Upper Kanawha, t he  Chapel was b u i l t  a s  a graduat ion present  f o r  
T i rg in i a  Tompkins by h e r  f a t h e r  W i l l i a m .  The b r i cks  were brought from 
Zinc innat i  t o  balance export  shipments.  They a r e  l a i d  i n  a common bond and, 
except f o r  t h e i r  angled placement i n  t h e  corn ice ,  a f fo rd  very l i t t l e  orna- 
nentat ion.  

CONDITION 

rhe chapel i s  a f f ixed  t o  t he  f r o n t  of  t h e  church and conta ins  t h e  white  dou- 
b le  doors and f a n l i g h t  i n  i t s  bottom b r i c k  sec t ion .  The h igher  wooden p a r t  
is covered by t h i n  sh ing le s  and ho lds  a smal l  wooden cupola. These s e c t i o n s  
s r e  separated by a beam which b e a r s  t h e  da t e ,  "1853." 

it t h e  time of i t s  cons t ruc t ion ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  -was nea r ly  square;  t h r e e  
larrow Gothic windows l i gh ted  each s i d e ,  b u t  w i th in  a few yea r s ,  t h e  church 
Jas lengthened and a four th  window w a s  added t o  t he  s i d e s .  A t  t h e  same t ime 
t h i s  a d d i t i o n  was made, t he  louvered,  octagonal  cupola and f i n i a l  were added, 
(The exact  d a t e  of these  a d d i t i o n s  is  not  known.) 

I E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  AND ORIGINAL (If )mown) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

?he l i t t l e  church known a s  v i r g i n i a f s  Chapel i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  
)ecause i t  was used by both t h e  North and South during the  C i v i l  War. 

V i r g i n i a  Tompkins was t h e  daughter  of  William and Rachel Tompkins of  Cedar 
Grove. William was one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  pioneers  i n  t he  Ranawha Va l l ey  and 
i s  c r e d i t e d  f o r  d i scover ing  t h e  f i r s t  commercial use of n a t u r a l  gas .  H i s  
wi fe  Rachel was j u s t  a s  noteworthy. She was the  aunt  of U.S. Grant and 
p o s s e s s e d a l e t t e r  from him which p ro t ec t ed  he r  home during t h e  C i v i l  War. 
When Vi rg in i a ,  who many s a i d  was a  f a v o r i t e  of he r  f a t h e r ,  f i n i s h e d  h e r  

- educa t ion ,  William o f fe red  t o  g ive  h e r  a  present  of anything she  wished. 
Oddly enough, she requested a church. Soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  M r .  Tompkins began 
bu i ld ing  a  small  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  h i s  daughter.  As i n d i c a t e d  
by the  d a t e  above the  door, William completed h i s  t a s k  i n  1853. 

The Chapel was occupied dur ing  t h e  C i v i l  War by both s i d e s .  The Confeder- 
a t e s  used it a s  a  h o s p i t a l  whi le  t h e  Union o f f i c e r s  used it a s  a s t a b l e .  
According t o  V i r g i n i a ' s  n i ece ,  Rachel S e t t l e ,  t h e  church was s l i g h t l y  
damaged during Yankee occupation. Afterward, a  William Tompkins (probably 
Mrs. S e t t l e ' s  uncle) wrote t o  t h e  Fede ra l  government asking f o r  repayment 
f o r  damages. Seven hundred d o l l a r s  was granted and used f o r  r e p a i r s .  

pon t h e  ou te r  wal ls  a r e  placed bronze plaques t o  two Kanawha Val ley  pio-  
and t h e i r  wives; one t o  William Morris ,  Sr . ,  t h e  o the r  t o  h i s  son,  

j o r  William Morris,  v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  B a t t l e  of Poin t  Pleasant .  The Morrises 
o t h e r  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  o f  t h e  Kanawha Valley a r e  bur ied  i n  t h e  grave-  

According t o  Mrs. Rachel S e t t l e ,  William Tompkinsf granddaughter ,  
t h e  Chapel is  b u i l t  d i r e c t l y  over  t h e  grave of William Morris. She says  
t h a t  i t  was o f t en  t o l d  t h a t  t h i s  was t h e  only way they  could keep h i m  down. 

- V i r g f n i a ' s  Chapel was b u i l t  f o r  a l l  denominations and used i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  
f o r  a  time. La ter ,  it was used exc lus ive ly  by the  Methodist. I n  1904, it  
w a s  so ld  t o  the  Methodist Episcopal  C h r i s t i a n  Church of Cedar Grove who 
worshipped he re  u n t i l  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  l a r g e r  sanctuary.  The Chapel i s  used 
now only  f o r  s p e c i a l  occas ions ;  i t s  e a r l y  name was dropped, and it grad-  
u a l l y  became known a s  t h e  " L i t t l e  Br ick  Church." 
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