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> € S C R I B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( i f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

- - 

The Lee Cabin i s  a frame and hewn-log s t r u c t u r e  which i s  i n  e s s e n t i a l 1  
t h e  same c o n d i t i o n  a s  when i t  was occupied a s  a  summer home by t h e  "Light- 
ho r se  Harry" Lee f ami ly  more than  150 yea r s  ago. The b u i l d i n g  i s  two 
s t o r i e s  h igh  and has  f o u r  rooms, two u p s t a i r s  and two downstairs .  The ex- 
t e r i o r  i s  dominated by a cu t -s tone  chimney which s e r v e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  with 
cooking and h e a t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  

The cab in  is  w e l l  l i g h t e d  through t h e  abundance of windows--twelve pant 
double-hung--symmetrically placed.  There i s  one t o  t h e  f r o n t  of each room, 
b u t  t h e  back i s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  s i d e  of a  k n o l l  and only has windows i n  t h e  
u p s t a i r s  rooms. Following t h e  contour of t h e  ground, t h e  foundat ion r i s e s  
s e v e r a l  f e e t  toward t h e  f r o n t ,  and a  wide porch supported by log  s t i l t s  i s  
on t h a t  s i d e .  The s t r u c t u r e  i s  s i t u a t e d  on a h i l l s i d e  t o  take  advantage of 
a n a t u r a l  s p r i n g  which opens under the  house. 

The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s ,  now pa in ted  white ,  a r e  t h e  smoothed and f i t t e d  
s i d e s  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  l o g s  which a l s o  form t h e  e x t e r i o r .  The u p s t a i r s  bed- 
rooms a r e  exposed above t h e  s l a n t i n g  r o o f l i n e ,  and t h e  rough timber r a f t e r s  
and plank roof boards form t h e  c e i l i n g .  

Now owned by t h e  S t a t e  of West V i rg in i a ,  t h e  Lee Cabin has  been pre- 
served wi th  minor r e s t o r a t i o n .  I t  i s  p r e s e n t l y  used a s  a  museum and contair  
fu rn i tu r ;  and o t h e r  o b j e c t s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  per iod  of i t s  p r i v a t e  u s e  by t h e  
Lees. 
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S IGNIF ICANCE 

The "Lighthorse Harryu Lee Cabin is  s i g n i f i c a n t  because i t  was owned 
and b u i l t  by Henry Lee, commonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  "Lighthorse ~ a r r ~ "  f o r  h i s  
cava l ry  days of t h e  American Revolution. Lee w a s  a l s o  a  p o l i t i c i a n  who 
served i n  bodies  which helped set the  foundat ion  f o r  t he  new American 
na t ion .  H i s  cab in  i s  somewhat t y p i c a l  of many e a r l y  l o g  structures--more 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d  than f r o n t i e r  l o g  houses--constructed a s  s easona l  homes 
around t h e  h e a l t h  sp r ings  of V i r g i n i a ' s  back country.  Almost i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
Henry was a l s o  the  f a t h e r  of Robert E .  Lee, who owned t h e  proper ty ,  a long  
with ' t h r ee  b r o t h e r s ,  from the  e a r l y  n ine t een th  century  u n t i l  1832. 

This  b r i l l i a n t  Revolutionary War cava l ry  commander i s  e s p e c i a l l y  known 
f o r  h i s  ope ra t ions  aga ins t  Paulus Hook and i n  cover ing  t h e  r e t r e a t  of Gen- 
e r a l  Nathanael Greene ac ros s  North Caro l ina  t o  V i r g i n i a  i n  1781. He w a s  
a l s o  a member of t h e  A r t i c l e s  of Confederation Congress from 1785 t o  1788, 
Governor of V i rg in i a ,  1792-1795, commander of t h e  t roops  which suppressed 
t h e  famed Whisky Rebel l ion  of 1794, Congressman from 1799 t o  1801, and 
au thor  of t h e  well-known eulogy of Washington which p ra i sed  our  f i r s t  
p re s iden t  a s  " f i r s t  i n  war, f i r s t  i n  peace, f i r s t  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of h i s  
countrymen. " 

I n  1796, Lee rece ived  t i t l e  t o  more than 60,000 a c r e s  of land i n  t h e  
o ld  Northern Neck of V i rg in i a ,  inc luding  t h a t  on which he  b u i l t  h i s  cabin.  

I n  1800 Lee completed h i s  frame and log  cabin  near  a  s a l t  s p r i n g  i n  t h ~  
a r e a  c a l l e d  Howards Lick. Poss ib ly  wi th  a view toward commercial develop- 
ment of h i s  proper ty ,  he  "improved" the  s p r i n g  by l i n i n g  i t  wi th  marble 
s l a b s .  For sorre yea r s  t he  Lee fami ly  cont inued t o  u se  t h e  cab in  a s  a  
summer r e t r e a t  and hunt ing lodge,  e s p e c i a l l y  seeking  t h e  hea l ing  q u a l i t i e s  
of t h e  s p r i n g  when Henry's second wife ,  Anne H i l l  C a r t e r ,  sought  r e s t  and 
renewal . 

Henry Lee 's  propens i ty  f o r  bad bus ines s  o p e r a t i o n s  l e d  t o  estrangement 
from o t h e r  branches of h i s  family.  This  may have caused him t o  seek r e fuge  
from h i s  c r e d i t o r s  by r e t r e a t i n g  t o  an i s o l a t e d  p o r t i o n  of V i rg in i a .  He 
had dea l ings  wi th  such well-known f i g u r e s  a s  Robert Morris of Ph i l ade lph ia ,  
zenera l  Benjamin Lincoln,  and, a t  one time, had borrowed $27,000 i n  sho r t -  
term n o t e s  from George Washington. 

Unable t o  s a t i s f y  a l l  c r e d i t o r s ,  "Lighthorse Harry" v o l u n t a r i l y  sur-  
rendered t o  t h e  s h e r i f f  of Westmoreland County, V i r g i n i a ,  i n  1809, and was 
:omrnitted t o  deb to r ' s  p r i s o n  f o r  about two years .  The Lost  River proper ty  
In which t h e  Lee Cabin was b u i l t  was saved by t h e  Lee fami ly  i n  t h e i r  
~ a n k r u p t c y  proceedings, f o r  i t  had been t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  j o i n t  ownership t o  
four  sons ,  inc luding  Robert E.  Lee. 
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E N T R Y  NUMBER 
(Continuation Sheet) 
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(Number all entries) 

8. SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

The cabin  remained i n  Lee hands u n t i l  1879. The S t a t e  of West V i r g i n i a  
acquired i t  i n  t h e  1930's a s  a p o r t i o n  of Lost  River  S t a t e  Park and has helped 
i n  maintaining the old  bu i ld ing  s i n c e  then. 
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Old M o u n t a i n l a i r ,  West V i r g i n i a  Univer 
C I T Y  O R  TOWN: 

Forgantown 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the  Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  Law 

89-565), I hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and certify that i t  h a s  been 

? 

evaluated accordine; to the  c-iteria and procedures s e t  

forth by the National Park  Service. The recommended 

level  of significance of this nomination is: 

1. 

Loca l  IJ 

Name - ~ ' e o n a r d  M. Davis  

T~~~~ S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
O f t i c e r  

Date  March 12.  1974 

- t y  
T A T E  C O D E  
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NAT l O U A t  UEGlSTER VERIFICATKIN 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.  

Director,  O f f i c e  o f  Archeology and Histor ic  Preservat ion  

Cv f e 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Regis ter  

Date 
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