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historic Kuykendalf Polygonal Barn . 

and or common 

2. Location 
str-t & number River  Road ( CO. RT. ). 
7 

- not for publication 
/ 

cirj. town Romey vicinity of 

state West Virginia code 5 4  count" Hampshire code 027 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership 
- district - public 
. buildingfs) private 

Status 
2 occupied 
- unoccupied 

Present U s e  
-.x- agriculture 
- commercial 

- museum 
- park 

- structure - both . w o r k  in progress - educational - private residance 
- site P bl ic  Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object 'A in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

X themat ic  -- being considered -- yes: unrestricted - sur va y - industrial - transportation 
- no - rnilitarv - other: 

-- 

4. Owner of Property 

,ity, town Lloodsboro Maryf  end 2 1-798- - vicinity of state 

5. Location of Ledal Descrintiorr - - - - 

courthouse. registry of deeds, etc. Hampshire County  courthouse - - - -- --- - - -- . -- . 

street B number - - - - - - - -- - 
w- 

X title ~~~~d and Polvaanat Barns of west has this property been determined eligible? y e s  n o  

Virginia 
date September 1. 1984 X - federal -- state - county - local -- 

d e ~ s i t a ~  !Or survey records His tor ic  Preservat ion Unit. West Virainiz d - e ~ r t r n e n t  o f  Cul ture and Fl&a_yy -- 

CiWtW* The Cul tura l  Center, Capitol Complex, Chartestpn state West Virginia 



Condition Check one Check one 
deteriorated .-% unaltered - original site - excellent 

-X good - ruins - altered 
N /A moved date .- .- ----- 

-- fair unexposed 
-- ---- -- ----- -- - --- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Kuykendall barn i s  a 15-sided two-story structure bu i l t  around a central  round wooden silo. 
The ma in  framing members are wooden poles covered w i t h  ver t ica l  wood siding. The barn has 
a sectional conical roof, w i t h  a self-supporting radial  sectional f raming system covered w i t h  
meta l  roo f ing  and extending in to  a large dormer over the f ron t  entrance. The si lo also has a 
conical roo f  covered w i t h  the same meta l  material. The type o f  foundation is not  known, atthough 
the packed d i r t  ground f loor  suggests somk kind o f  single pier or block under the main support 
posts a t  each angle o f  the polygon. 

A t  some point. a rectangular wing roughly 80 fee t  long was added t o  the west side, probably 
fa i r l y  soon a f t e r  the barn's construction. although the actual date is not  known. The barn was 
bu i l t  as a dairy barn. and the addi t ion was apparently needed t o  accommodate a larger number 
o f  cows. 

I n  addi t ion t o  the uncommon 15-sided shape, the Kuykendall barn exhibits several other innovative 
features. p r imar i l y  o f  a technological nature. The in ter ior  is arranged i n  a c ircular fashion around 
the center silo, which is constructed barrel-style, w i t h  ver t ica l  wooden staves bound by round 
meta l  hoops. The si lo is c i rc led by a wooden t rack w i t h  a wooden "silage car," which resembles 
an old wooden coal  mine car. The t rack  i n  tu rn  is surrounded by a continous feed trough. divided 
a t  regular in terva ls  by slats t o  provide some separation o f  animals. although there are no complete 
stalls. This feed trough extends down the  center o f  the addition, w i t h  a walkway on both sides 
so that  cows could be fed  f r om ei ther side. 

- 
The second level  - which is  a f u l l  floor, ra ther  than a p la t fo rm- -  was intended for hay storage. and 
is equipped w i t h  a me ta l  t rack and conveyor system set in to  the inter ior o f  the rooF. The track runs  - 

i n  a f u l l  c i r c l e  around the per imeter and extends out the dormer a t  the f ron t  o f  the barn. There is 
evidence t ha t  the t rack  or ig inal ly was equipped w i t h  a crane or fork designed t o  l i ft bales of  hay 
in to  the barn f r o m  the outside and move them wherever the farmer wished on the second level. - 

Thsre are alsg openings a t  intervals i n  the f loor ing o f  the second levei so that  bales could be dropped 
through t o  the ground level. It is interest ing t o  speculate on whether Kuykendall and Clowser got 
their  idea f o r  the second-level t rack and crane arrangement f r om the Louden Machinery Company 
of  k i r f i e l d ,  Iowa, or perhaps even ordered the equipment f r om Louden. As  early as 1905 Wi l l iam - 

Louden was publ ic iz ing his patented t rack and hay fork as "the most per fect  plan ye t  devised for 
h-arrdling hay in round barns." and la ter  began supplying the actual plans for  round barns i n  order t o  
broaden the marke t  f o r  his f a r m  equipment. 



8. Significance 

Period 
. -. prehistoric 
-. - 1400-1 499 

1500-7 599 
160C-1699 

- - 1700-1799 
1 8 0 0 1  899 

2- 190C- 

Areas of Significance-Cheek and justify below 
archeology-prehistor~c . community planning landscape architecture . religion 

. archeology-historic conservation - law .-... science 
X agriculture . . _. economics . literature - .- sculpture 
X architecture . . education military . - - social1 

art engineering - . - music humanitarian 
. commerce . exploration settlement . philosophy . theater 
. communications industry - politics government - transportation 

. _ invention -- other (specify) 

The Kuykendal l  Polygonal Barn is the  only 15-sided barn bu i l t  i n  West Virginia, and one o f  only a 
f e w  such known t o  have been constructed i n  the country as a whole. 

This barn also exhibi ts a number o f  sophisticated technological innovations no t  encountered in any 
o f  t he  state's other round and polygonal barns. Most o f  these features are s t i l l  intact. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

The Kuykendall Polygonal Barn, located on River  Road about 10 mi les south o f  Romney in Hampshire 
County. was bu i l t  around 1906 by the Kuykendall fami ly.  The chief  carpenter on the barn was John 
Clowser. whose descendants s t i l l  l i ve  i n  the Romneyarea. 

N o w  owned by C. El l is  Hood o f  Woodsboro, Maryland. the Kuykendall f a rm  is one o f  the oldest i n  
Hampshire, par t  o f  405-acre land grant made by Lo rd   airf fax t o  Henry  van^-eter i n  1749: The  
proper ty  passed to  Abraham Van Meter  i n  1804: t o  W i l l i am  Millar i n  1833: t o  Thomas French and 
George Stump i n  1845: t o  James Stump i n  1870 and then t o  Robert  White. trustee; t o  James SIoan 
i n  1879: and f r o m  James Sloan t o  his daughter Hannah. w i f e  o f  Wi l l iam Kuykendall. i n  1882. It - 

remained in+.the Kuykendall fami l y  un t i l  1966. when E l l i s  Hood bought the f a r m  f r o m  the estate 
o f  Ed i th  Kuykendall. 

As  ment ioned i n  the section on the physical appearance. the barn was equipped w i t h  various advanced 
devices designed t o  save t he  fa rmer  precious t ime  and labor. These features, which are- intact  exce-pt - .  

f o r  the hay  crane, point t o  a creat ive builder conversar;t w i t h  the latest developments i n  agcicultural. _ -  

technology and wi l l ing t o  expsr imenh Such innovations. not  present i n  other r o u d a n d  polygonal_ 
barns i n  the state. make the Kuykendall barn unique i n  West Virginia, and addit ionally valuable for 

. .  the glimpse i t  provides o f  turn-of-the- century farming techniques. - 
- . .  

- T h e  KuykecdaII-barn is a lso  an,excellen.texample of th-ee t ~ n ~ i t i o n _ a l g e r i o d  .. -- - in - roundI&yganal barn - - - - - - 
construction. The octagon shape, popular i n  the la te  19th century, gave way t o  a t rue c i rcu lar  

. shape a f t e r  the t u r n  o f  t h e  centur-y. a s  advancing technical  knowledge provided the basisf.or_the_--- 
necessary -ca-~tswuc4ion teGh~ i~ues ,  -it w a s  during this per iod i n d e e & l y  IgOtI's tha t  the ma jo rpo r t i on  - 

of mult i -s ided barns wer-e built. as farmersexperimened-with-their _own variations.- T h v n t f a - l -  - -- - - - - G .  

wooden cyt indr ica l  si lo and the c i rcu lar  in ter ior  arrangement are also repr&&tativenf-"he _ - 

- t ransi t ional  stage. - 
- .  
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10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Approximately 5 acres 

Quadrangle name Mooref ield Quadrangle scale 1 :24.000 
UT M References 

A 1 I ~ Y I  1618161115101 / 4 1 3 1 4 1 4 I 9 \ 0 1 0 ]  
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting 

11111111 
Northing 

Verbal boundary descript ion and justi f ication 

Beginning at the convergence of Kiykendall Creek and County Route 8, the boundary line is 
formed by the Creek to the south.and-east and by a straight line 900  ft. long, 200 ft. 
parallel to and northeast of the barn, connect in^ the creek with Route 8 and the 
Lis t  all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N /A code county code 

. state code county code 

organization Preservation Alliance of West Virginia, Inc. date September 1. 1984 

street & number p, 0, Box 1 135 telephone 629-9298 . 

city or town Clarksburg state West Virginia 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X -- state - local 

As the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 iPubiic Law 89- 
665), 1 here& nominate this property for inclusion in the and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the 

.-rJ I ' 
State Historic Presetvation Officer signature' - , .  

I 

/ btle State Historic Preservation Offder / date May 2, 1985 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is the National Register 

date 
- -- 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Reaistration 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

beginning. Inclusive of the barn and immediate field. 








