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1. Name 
historic J u d q e  John W. Wriqht Cot tage  

and or common "Wisteria Cottage" 

2. Location 

street & number 305 South Green S t r e e t  - not for publication 

city, town Berkeley Spr ings  N& vicinity of 

state West Virginia code 54  county Morgan code 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public 
2 building(s) x- private 
- structure - both 

- occupied - agriculture - museum 
- unoccupied - commercial - park 
&- work in progress - educational private residence 

- site Publ ic Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object N&A in process X yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - -other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Grace  Rogers  Cooper 

street & number Route 9 

city, town Great  Cacapon - vicinity of ,tat, West Virginia 

5. Location of Leqal Descrintion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Morgan County  Cour thouse  

street number N . Washington and  Fairfax S t r e e t s  

city, town Berkeley S p r i n g s  state West Virginia 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title N /A has this property been determined eligible? y e s  no 

date - federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records - 

city, town - state 
- - 



7.  Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -,x- original site 
2- good - ruins & altered - moved date N /A 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

T h e  J u d g e  John  W.  Wright Cot tage i s  located a t  305 South Green S t ree t  ( t h o u g h  f ac i ng  
in t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Mercer  S t ree t )  in Be rke ley  Spr ings ,  Morgan County ,  West V i r g i n i a .  

T h e  co t tage  s i t s  o n  t h e  eastern h i l l s i de  ove r l ook ing  t h e  main downtown area o f  
B e r k e l e y  Sp r i ngs .  T h e  house i s  a two  s t o r y  f rame res idence o f  boa rd  and  b a t t e n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
in t h e  la te  l ta l iana te  s ty le .  T h e  f i r s t  f l oo r  appears  t o  b e  somewhat l a rge r  t h a n  t h e  second, 
h a v i n g  a th ree-s ided  Vic tor ian-era veranda a n d  a one  s t o r y  gable roofed k i t chen  w i n g  
( w i t h  a r e a r  po rch )  which, t h o u g h  phys i ca l l y  a t tached  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r  is, in fact, a 
separate s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  was at tached t o  t h e  house c.1900. T h e  cottage has a simple h i p p e d  
roof, f rom nea r  t h e  cen te r  o f  wh i ch  r ises a high corbe led  b r i c k  chimney. T w o  o t h e r  co rbe led  
ch imneys r i s e  f rom t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r  roofs.  T h e  eaves o f  t h e  roo f  a r e  wide a n d  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  
o n  a l l  s ides by v e r y  heavy  sc ro l l - t ype  b racke ts ,  t h e  most prominent  decora t i ve  fea tu re  
of  t h e  cot tage.  T h e  b racke t s  have  a r a t h e r  unusua l  ar rangement ;  t h e  b racke t s  in t h e  
eaves a r e  of two  sizes, one size be ing  tw i ce  t h e  length,  o f  t h e  other .  .The l a r g e r  b r a c k e t s  
a r e  w ide Iy  spaced, a n d  between them a r e  sets o f  two a n d  t h e n  t h r e e  a n d  again three,  t h e n  
two  of t h e  smal ler b racke ts .  T h i s  tends  t o  g i v e  t h e  b racke ted  eaves a r a t h e r  r y t h m i c  effect. 
T h e  facade open ings  a r e  t h r e e  ranked  a t  each elevat ion, a n d  second f loo r  windows h a v e  s i x  
o v e r  s i x  l i s h t s .  Func t iona l  wooden s h u t t e r s  f l a n k  a l l  windows. 

T h e  t h r e e  s ided veranda t h a t  i s  t h e  most p rom inen t  f ea tu re  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f loor  e x t e r i o r  
a r e  u p h e l d  by t yp i ca l l y  l ta l iana te  posts. One  unusua l  aspect  of t h e  cottage, however,  
concerns  t hese  posts .  Ra the r  t h a n  al l  t h e  pos ts  b e i n g  o f  t h e  exact same type,  as i s  t yp ica l ,  
t h e  pos t s  a long  t h e  f r o n t  elevat ion o f  t h e  veranda a r e  simple tu rned ,  o r  "na tu ra l "  posts ,  
wh i le  t hose  afcng. t h e  twd s ide  elevBtions a r e  chamfered rec tangu la r  posts.  These  pos t s  
we re  boxed - i n  ear l ie r  in t h i s  cen tu ry ,  a l t h o u g h  res to ra t i on  t o  t h e i r  o r ig ina l  appearance i s  
unde rway .  Metal  r a i l i n g s  a long t h e  veranda,  ano the r  20th c e n t u f i j  innovat ion, a r e  b e i n g  
removed. 

4 -  - 

T h e r e  i s  a b a y  window o n  t h e  f i r s t  f loor  t h a t  g races  t h e  dining room. T h e  seven 
o r i g i na l  w indows o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l oo r  a r e  v e r y  high a n d  r a t h e r  narrow,  so as t o  al low fo r  full 
ven t i l l a t i on  during summer months. 

T h e  i n t e r i o r  f l oo r  p l an  i s  simple, as t h e  buildi"g i s  basically~'r&tangular. '  T h e  f i r s t  
f loor  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  bas ic  rooms ( e x c l u d i n g  t h e  b a t h  and  wash room area) ;  l i b r a r y ,  
pa r l o r ,  a n d  dining room t h a t  may al l  b e  en te red  f rom t h e  commodious en t rance  hal l .  A 
de l i ca te ly  t u r n e d  wood sp i r a l  s ta i rcase leads t o  t h e  second f loor ,  wh ich  conta ins f o u r  bedrooms - ... 2 .,; . ,. , :. : . > .  : I : 
of n e a r l y  equal  size. 

A n  impo r tan t  landscape fea tu re  o f  t h e  $ i o i e r i y  ' i s ' t h e  wis ter ia  that; desp i te  severa l  
20th c e n t u r y  cu t t i ngs ,  g rows  f r ee l y  abou t  t h e  house  a n d  p rov ides  t h e  veranda w i t h  shade, 
a n d  t h e  h o u s e  w i t h  a common local name. T h e  w is te r ia  was apparen t l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
landscape fea tu res  o f  t h e  Wright p r o p e r t y .  

T h e  J u d g e  John  W.  Wright Cot tage i s  t h e  o n l y  rema in ing  l ta l ianate cot tage in B e r k e l e y  
S p r i n g s  and, s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  hill ove r l ook ing  t h i s  once famed resor t ,  i s  one of t h e  area's most  
s ign i f i can t  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  landmarks.  



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- l4OCkl499 
- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 

1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
--- archeology-prehistoric . .- community-planning landscape architecture.- religion 
- archeology-historic -- conservation - law - science 
-- agriculture __ economics -- literature sculpture 
X architecture .- education military - social1 
-- art -- engineering - music humanitarian 

- commerce _- exploration~settlement philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry politics~government - transportation 

.- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder Architect 1871 .. -- -- Not Known 

Statement of significance (in one paragraph) 

T h e  J u d g e  John W:.  right cot tage ,  located a t  305 South Green St ree t ,  Berkeley S p r i n g s ,  
Morgan County,  West Virginia, is significant for  having been home to John B .  Wright, a n  
influential Nineteenth century Federal jurist  and associate for  Lincoln; a s  well a s  for  being 
a n  excellent example of ltalianate residential a rchi tec ture  in a resort  setting.2. 

L. 

. - _  . .  . .. . 
Explanatory Notes 

1. John W .  Wright rose to prominence in lndiana politics a s  a member of the  democratic 
pa r ty ,  serv ing in local and s t a t e  legislative office. However, in the  tumultuous times . 
leading u p  to t h e  outbreak of t h e  Civil War, Wright joined t h e  new and growing republican 
pa r ty  which quickly came to dominate lndiana politics a n d ,  in 1859, was elected to a s t a t e  
judgeship. He was a leading member of the  lndiana delegation to t h e  Republican National 
Convention of 1860, a delegation tha t ,  a f t e r  some negotiation, was solidly for  Abraham 
Lincoln and  contributed significantly to his nomination for  president.  In recognition of h is  
services,  Wright was appointed a judge of t h e  U.S. Cour t  of Appeals by President Lincoln. 

In 1871 J u d g e  .Wright acquired property in Berkeley Spr ings ,  then  a fashionable 
"summer re t rea t"  for  Washingtonians, and  t h e  following y=?r_ built the cottage a s  his  "summer 
cottage" until his retirement from the  federal bench in 1883, a t  which time he'took u p  
permanent residence the re  with his wife Mary. T h e  Wrights occupied. the house until t h e  
mid-1890s. T h e  cottage was for  many yea r s  t h e  home of educator Lillie Rockwell, who se rved  
a s  a missionary to India. 

T h e  lot on which t h e  cottage s tands  is also of some local historicd +ignificance, having 
belonged a t  various.times t o  Lord Fairfax and members of his family, to Henry Whiting (a 
cousin of George Washington), and to  David Hunter  S t ro the r ,  Union general dur ing  t h e  
Civil War a n d ,  as. !'Porte.C~rayon", famed Nineteenth cen tu ry  writer and illustrator.  

2 .  T h e  J u d g e  Wright Cottage is an excellent example of ltalianate residential a rch i t ec tu re  
in t h e  small community of Berkeley Spr ings .  Berkeley Spr ings  has flourished, dur ing  
several  periods, a s  a summer resort  for  those seeking to escape the  heat of Washington and  
o the r  low lying coastal a reas  and to "take t h e  waters" a t  t h e  mineral spr ings  located he re .  
One such  period was a f t e r  t h e  close of the  Civil Yiar, when many prominent Washingtonians 
built "summer cottages1' a t  Berkeley Spr ings .  T h e  most s tr iking example is t h e  Suit Cottage,  
also called "The Castle" (list'@ on the  National Register November 28, 1980) which overlooks 
t h e  community and is a local tourist  at t ract ion.  J u d g e  John W .  Wright, a s  recounted a-hove, 
built one  such residence here  in 1872. Most of the  "summer cottages" that  once dotted t h e  
hills a round t h e  resor t  a r e  ei ther  gone o r  have  been so  radically altered a s  to b e  
unrecognizable. 

T h e  J u d g e  Wright Cottage, by  cont ras t ,  is marvelously intact. Although there  have  been 
some minor alterations over  the  yea r s ,  such a s  t h e  boxing-in of porch posts,  these  a r e  in 
t h e  process of being restored to the i r  original appearance  by t h e  present  owner. T h e  house  
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i t se l f  is  a lovely two s tory  l tal ianate residence, hav ing  been constructed as tha t  s t y le  of 
a rch i tec tu re  was passing from t h e  scene. T h e  house bears some s t r i k i n g  resemblances to  
"small c o u n t r y  houses" described in t h e  famous arch i tec tura l  pa t te rn  books of Andrew 
Jackson Downing publ ished in the  1840s and SOs, a l though whether in fact, Judge Wright 
used such a pa t te rn  book i s  in doubt.  T h e  s ty le  was a popular  one, whose disappearance 
would b e  heralded b y  the  financial panic o f  1873, so tha t  t he  judge would have had many 
examples to  draw upon. For  a more detai led treatment o f  t h e  archi tectura l  features of t h e  
cottage, see Par t  7. 

T h e  Judge Wright Cottage is, then signif icant as an excellent late example of i t s  
a rch i tec tura l  s t y le  in th is  former "resort1'  town, a n d  one of  t h e  few remaining s t r u c t u r e s  
t h a t  can b e  readi ly  ident i f ied w i th  the  post-Civ i l  War summer resor t  per iod in th i s  community. 
It i s  also s igni f icant  fo r  i t s  histor ical association w i th  John W. Wright, noted j u r i s t  of t h e  
19th cen tu ry .  



9. Major Bibliographical References - - - 
T h e  Morgan Messenger, Berkeley Spr ings,  W.Va., var ious issues 
Newbraugh,  Freder ick  T., Warm Spr ings  Echoes about Berkeley Spr ings  and Morgan County ,  -- - 
3 vols, Berke ley  Springs, W. Va., Morgan Messenger, 1976 
Correspondence from Grace R. Cooper to R.S. Col l ins and M.J. Pauley, 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -359 acre 
Quadrangle name Stot lers Crossroads, W .  Va. Quadrangle scale : 248  O o O  
UT M References 

I I 
Zone Easting 

Verbal  boundary descript ion and just i f icat ion 

(See Cont inuat ion Sheet) 

List a l l  s ta tes  and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N /A  code county code 

state code countv code ----  

1 I .  Form Prepared BY 
name!title Michael J. Pauley, Histor ian 

organization H a r t  and Pauley date January 28, 1986 

street & number 4651 Victor ia Road telephone ( 304) 744-9342 

city or town 
Charleston 

state 
West Vi rg in ia 

- - -  

12. State H i s t o r i c  Preservation Officer Certification 
- -- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state -X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in th 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by th 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title State H is to r i c  Preservat ion Of f i cer  

For NPS use onty 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in th 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Resistration 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

T h e  Judge  Wright Cottage is situated a t  t h e  cen te r  of a rectangular lot tha t  is ,359 
of an a c r e  in area .  T h e  rectangular lot begins a t  a point on t h e  east  s ide  of Mercer 
S t ree t  45' south of the  southeastern corner  of Mercer and Market S t ree t s ;  thence  in a 
line 165' east  to t h e  western side of Green S t ree t ;  thence south 95' along the  western s ide  
of Green S t ree t ;  thence in a line 165' w e s t  to t h e  eas tern  side of Mercer S t ree t ;  thence.95'  nor th  
along t h e  eas tern  side of Mercer St ree t  to t h e  point of beginning; this  being the  central  
portion of Lots 11 ,  12, 21, and 22 the  original 1776 su rvey  of Bath. 

ContributinglNoncontributing Resources 

Contributing resources (bldg.)  - I 

Noncontributing resources - 0 

Total contr ibuting resources - 1 
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