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historic Jordan ' s  Chapel 

street & number County Route - not for publication 

city, town Pipes  tern -- X vicinity of -congressional district 

state West V i rg in i a  code 05'; county S u m e r s  code 069 

3. CiassCrficatim 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- district - public -x- occupied - agriculture - museum 
-& building(s) & private - unoccupied - commercial - park 
- structure - both - work in progress - educationai - private residence 

r k  - site Pubiic Acquisition Accessible - entertainment -X.- religious 
- object - in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - military - other: 

name United Methodist  Church, West V i rg in i a  Area 

street & number 1300 Washington S t r e e t ,  Eas t  

city, town Charleston vicinity of *tate West V i r g i n i a  25301 

- 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Summers Countv Court House 

street H numbgr 
_.- ----- - - -  -. - -- - _ __ 

city, town Hinton state TJes t V i r g i n i a  -- 
6. Reprssewtatisn id Existing $urvsys . - a. 

title 
i X 

-- - -- has this property been determined ' e l eg i b l ek  - yes - no - 
dats - -- - federal - state county - local - 

C 

depository for survey records - 

city, town - state 



Condition Check one Check one 
X - excellent - deteriorated - unaltered -& original site 
- good - ruins X altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Jo rdan ' s  Chapel, l oca t ed  i n . a  peace fu l ,  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  f a c i n g  County Route 1 8  
nea r  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Pipestem i n  Summers County, West V i rg in i a ,  j.s a  frame s t r u c t u r e  
t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  apparant  s i m p l i c i t y ,  con ta ins  d e m e n t s  of t he  Greek Revival  S t y l e .  

Jordan 's  Chapel i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  simple Zrame s t r u c t u r e  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  127 
y e a r s ,  i s  i n  remarkably good condi t ion .  This  i s  due p r imar i ly  t o  i t s  s o l i d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
and t h e  e x c e l l e n t  q u a l i t y  of t h e  workmanship invdl.ved i n  i t s  cons t ruc t ion .  Extens ive  
r e p a i r s  made i n  1952 ( t h e  one-hundredth anniversary  of i t s  cons t ruc t ion  and d e d i c a t i o n )  
made few r e a l  a l t e r a t i o n s  in t h e  o r i g i n a l  des ign  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  wh i l e  s e rv ing  t o  
s t r e n g t h e n  and preserve  t h e  church. 

C 

Jo rdan ' s  Chapel i s  b a s i c a l l y  r ec t angu la r  in design,  though a  three-s ided ,  s i n g l e  
s t o r y  bay, which con ta ins  t h e  p u l p i t  a r e a ,  protr- tTes from t h e  rear.  The s i d e s  of t h e  
church a r e  clapboard, and t h e  main r e t a n g u l a r  secLion of t h e  bull-ding r e s t s  on a  s t o n e  
rubb le  foundat ion.  The r e a r  three-sided bay r e s f - s  on a concre te  b lock  foundat ion  that.  
r ep l aced  i ts  s t o n e  rubble  foundat ion  in: 1952. 

The roof of ~ o r d a n ' s  Chapel i s  a  gabled m e  and was o r ig j . na l ly  cons t ruc t ed  of 
wooden s h i n g l e s .  This  sh ingled  r o o f ,  badly d e t e r i o r a t e d  over  t h e  yea r s ,  was r ep l aced  i.n 
1952 by a  corrugated t i n  roo f .  The chimney w a s  a l s o  rep laced  at: t h i s  t ime.  

f -  

A sma l l  louvered b e l f r y ,  which has a  lov7 pyramidal roof ,  surmounts t h e  church.  
This  b e l f r y ,  though r epa i r ed  somewhat during t h e  1952 r e p a i r s ,  I-emains e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  i ts  
o r i g i n a l  form. The b e l l  no longer  hangs i n  t h e  b e l f r y ,  though t h e c i g i n a l  1852 b e l l  3 s  i n  
t h e  possess ion  of one of t h e  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  chu~ch. -  

The co rn i ces  of t h e  chapel ,  which l end  t o  i t s  Greek Revfvdl appearance,  a r e  boxed 
and p a r t i a l l y  re turned .  

The door of t h e  church, which is  o r i g i n a l ,  i s  paneled, a s  a r e  t h e  s h u t t e r s .  Some 
of  t h e  g l a s s  i n  t h e  windows i s ' a l s o  o r i g i n a l  t o  t he  1852 per iod .  

The i n t e r i o r  of Jo rdan ' s  Chapel has  und!.rgone the  most ex t ens ive  changes, t h e  
wooden f l o o r i n g  rep laced  (though w i t h  a  s i m i l a r  type of wood) a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c e i l i n g .  
Some of t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l o o r i n g  was re-used t o  c o i ~ s t r u c t  new benches and c h a i r s  f o r  t h e  . 
church. Heat i s  provided by a  wood and coa l  burning pot -be l l ied  s tove  which d a t e s  from 
t h e  1 9 t h  Century. 
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There  a r e  some wooden o u t b u i l d i n g s ,  inc lud ing-  two p r i v y s  ( t h e  c h a p e l  
h a s  no i n d o o r  plumbing).  These o u t b u i l d i n g s  a l s o  d a t e  from t h e  1 9 t h  Cen tury .  

The o r i g i n i a l  wooden s t e p s  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  were r e p l a c e d  i n  
1952 by c o n c r e t e  ones. Above t h e  e n t r a n c e  is  a wooden p laque ,  e r e c t e d  i n  1952 ,  
which s tates:  - - 

Jordan: Chapel 
1852 

J o r d a n ' s  Chapel, s i t t i n g  as i t - d o e s  i n  a  p e a c e f u l ,  expans ive  r u r a l  s e t t i n g ,  
h a s  a q u i e t ,  s imple  d i g n i t y  t h a t  g r e a t l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  i t s  a e s t h e t i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
and i t s  s e c u r e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  t h e  peop le  of t h i s  small Summers County 
c o m u n i  t y  . 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 140&1499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1 799 
X 18OC-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architecture_ religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
- architecture - education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce X exploration:settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politics'government - transportation 

- invention - other (specibj) 

Specific dates 1852 BuilderlArchitect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Jo rdan ' s  Chapel, l oca t ed  i n  a  r u r a l  s e t t i n g  near  the  v i l l a g e  of Pipestem, i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  frame church i n  S m - e r s  County, West v i r g i n i a l  and a s  one 
of a  ve ry  few remaining s t r u c t u r e s  from t h e  r eg ion ' s  se t t lement  pe r iod .  2 

Explanatory Notes' - 
Jo rdan ' s  Chapel was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1852 near  t he  v i l l a g e  of Pipestem i n  what was 

then  Mercer County, V i rg in i a .  The  p rope r ty  on which the  church was b u i l t  was donated 
by Gordon L .  Jordan (1812-1886), a prominent e a r l y  s e t t l e r ,  merchant, and community 
l e a d e r  who a t  va r ious  t imes served 5 s - a  j u s t i c e  of t he  peace and member of t h e  Mercer 
County Court .  H i s  b r o t h e r ,  Thomas Jordan,  a l s o  donated a  po r t ion  of t h e  l and .  The church 
w a s  cons t ruc ted  from l o c a l l y  obta ined  m a t e r i a l s ,  much of which was a l s o  donated by t h e  
Jordan  b r o t h e r s ,  and wi th  l a b o r  donated by a r ea  residents .  A t  t h e  t ime of  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o r  
Jo rdan ' s  Chapel was t h e T f i r s t  frame church i n  the  a r e a ,  indeed the  f i r s t  such church i n  
a l l  of what i s  now Summers County, !Jest V i rg in i a .  A t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h e  church was 
cons t ruc t ed ,  Gordan L. Jordan a l s o  cons t ruc ted  the  f i r s t  frame r e s idence  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  whic 
no t  on ly  served a s  h i s  home b u t  a s  a  p l a c e  of pub l i c  en ter ta inment .  Many i n d i v i d u a l s  
prominent i n  19 th  Century Vi rg in i a  and West Vi rg in ia  h i s t o r y  a r e  known t o  have s topped her  
some s t a y i n g  long enough t o  worship a t  Jordan ' s  chapel .  

A f t e r  t he  church was completed, i t  was donated t o  t he  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South, and is  s t i l l  t h e  l e g a l  proper ty  of the  Methodist Church. 

Jo rdan ' s  Chapel was t h e  scene of many memorable worship s e r v i c e s  and r e v i v a l s ,  and 
was a  f a v o r i t e  p u l p i t  f o r  t h e  famed 1 9 t h  Century Methodist c i r c u i t  r i d e r  
Robert Sawyers Sheffey. The church i s  no longer  used r e g u l a r l y  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  s e r v i c e s .  
Once a yea r ,  i n  August, t h e r e  i s  a " ~ o r d a n ' s  Chapel Home-coming" dur ing  which a  s e r v i c e  
i s  h e l d  i n  t h e  church, funds a r e  c o l l e c t e d  f o r  i t s  upkeep. Members of t h e  community, a s  
w e l l  a s  former church members from f a r  away, ga ther  together  t o  renew o l d  aquain tances ,  
s t r e n g t h e n  community t i e s ,  and pay r e s p e c t  t o  t h i s  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  h e r i t a  
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2 
Nhen Jordan ' s  Chapel was cons t ruc t ed  i n  1852, t h i s  a r ea  was s p a r s e l y  

popula ted ,  being i s o l a t e d  by mountains and poor t o  nea r ly  non-exis tant  roads .  
Dwellings were few and most ly of l o g  cons t ruc t ion .  The a r e a ,  which i s  very  
s c e n i c  and f e r t i l e ,  was growing, however, and t h e  e r e c t i o n  of t h i s ,  t h e  a r e a ' s  
f i r s t  frame church, represented  an important  aspec t  of t h a t  growth. It took 
n e a r l y  twenty years ,  however, f o r  t h i s  a r e a  t o  reach t h e  point: where t h e  need 
f o r  a  s e p a r a t e  county (and c l o s e r  Court House) became apparent .  The format ion  
of  Summers County i n  1871 was a response t o  t h i ~ n e e d .  Jordan ' s  Chapel s t a n d s  
a s  one of t h e  o l d e s t  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h a t  county and, a s  such, a  v i t a l  l i n k  w i t h  
a r e a ' s  p a s t .  

- 

t he  
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and  a h i c k o r y ,  thence  N. 2gb E. 1 3  P o l e s  t o  t h e  beg inn ing .  
- 



M i l l e r ,  James H.,  His tory  of Summers County From t h e  E a r l i e s t  Se t t lement  t o  t h e  P r e s e n t  
Time. Hinton, W.Va., 1908. 

The Hinton Leader, "His tor ic  Chapel1', August 5 ,  1968. 
E h o r e ,  Ruth, "Brief His tory  of Jordan ' s  Chapel", 1979. 

PTS C n l m t v  Tkpd Rnnk. T T  C. P n o p  - 381 

10. Gecgraphicall Data 
Acreage of nominated property Acre 
Quadrangle name Pipestem, West V i rg in i a  

UMT References 

Quadrangle scale :24, OoO 

Zone Eosting Northing 

Verbal bounda ry  desc r i p t i on  and j u s t i f i ca t i on  One Acre, more CIS l e s s ,  l y i n g  and be ing  i n  t h e  
County of Summers and D i s t r i c t  of Pipestem, bowded as fo l lows:  Beginning a t  a s toop ing  
chesnut  oak & black  oak Eas t  of ~ o r d a n ' s  Chapel, thencc ~ . 6 l O  w 1 2  Po le s  t o  a chesnut  and 
two r e d  oaks, thence s .2gG TJ 13 Poles  t o  wh i t e  oak, t h c ~ i c e  s . 6 1 ° ~  12 Po le s  t o  a dogwood 

List all s t a t e s  a n d  coun t i es  f o r  p roper t ies  o*rlapping s t a t e  o r  c o r w t y  boundar ies  

state code countv code 

state code county 'code 

am Prepared By 
nameititle Michael J. Pauley, H i s t o r i a n  

H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  Unit 
organization W .Va. Dept. of Cul ture  & His to ry  date December 1 0 ,  1979 

Science & C u l t u r a l  Center 
street & number Capi to l  Complex , te lephone(304) 345-0244 

citv or town Charleston state West V i rg in i a  

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national state X - local - 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  the National Register and certify that i t has been evaluated 
according to ihe  criteria a ~ d  ~rocedures  set foeh by ?be  Peritage Canserl~?tion snd Secreatior! Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P re se rva t ion  O f f i c e r  Cul-ture & His to ry  
title . TPresenTation date , I ?  -,q79 

For XCRS use only 4 -' - i  -4 
I hereby certify that this property is included in  the National Register . . :- - -- .I-.. . , 

date -,,-_ _ _ 
Kseper o f  the National Register% . 

Attest: . - 
Chief ot Registration 

4 .. i 
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