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NAME 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John Mathias Homestead i s  made up of two hewn-log houses b u i l t  c l o s e  t o  
each o t h e r  and joined by a frame "dog t r o t , "  or  what has  been r e f e r r e d  t o  l o c a l l y  
a s  t h e  "entry."  It i s  loca ted  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of two highways, placed i n  a 
depression wi th  open land on a l l  s i d e s .  

Each s e c t i o n  is  a two-story rec tangle ,  but t h e  o l d e r  r r r ? i t  (c. 1797) i s  
s l i g h t l y  longer,  though narrower, than t h e  newer one (c .  1825). The frame 
connector t akes  t h e  genera l  dimensions of the  former; t h e  d iv is2on between 
sec t ions  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  evident  i n  the  d i f f e r i n g  height  of t h e  roofs .  Each u n i t  
has an e x t e r i o r  s tone  chimney a t  t h e  gable end. 

Fenes t ra t ion  i n  t h e  c .  1797 s e c t i o n  i s  regu la r  and s y m e t ~ i c a l ,  with 
windows f l ank ing  s l i g h t l y  o f f -cen te r  doors on each l e v e l  of t h e  f r o n t ,  a placement 
(except f o r  t h e  doors) repeated a t  t h e  r e a r .  There i s  a l s o  a f i r s t - f l o o r  door on 
t h e  nor th  s i d e  next  t o  t h e  chimney, bu t  t h i s  was l i k e l y  i n s t a l l e d  a f t e r  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  f o r  access  t o  a dependency once located  here .  There i s  no access  from 
t h i s  s e c t i o n  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  connector. Fenes t ra t ion  i n  t h e  c .  1825 s e c t i o n  
i s  much more haphazard, e s p e c i a l l y  a t  t h e  f r o n t  where a door and two windows a r e  
a t  the  f i r s t  l e v e l  and two windows on the  second f l o o r  a r e  spaced roughly between 
these .  The r e a r  has  two windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  (one was probably added o r  

)changed) and one on the second. An q e n i n g  has been made i n t o  t h e  connector on 
. the  upper f l o o r  of t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The "entry" has doors on each l e v e l  a t  t h e  f r o n t  

and windows a t  t h e  rear. A l l  windows a r e  6 /6  double-hung sash  except  f o r  a 6 / 3  
opening a t  t h e  nor th  r e a r  of t he  newer sec t ion .  

A double porch whose roof i s  a cont inuat ion of t h a t  on t h e  main house is a t  
t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  c .  1797 u n i t ,  while a one-story porch cont inues  along t h e  c .  1825 
p a r t .  The former was r a t h e r  a t t r a c t i v e  a t  one t i m e  with i t s - s q u a r e d  b a l u s t e r s ,  
bu t  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  has  de t rac ted  f r o z  i ts  l i n e s .  T?ea.thrrbaardiog has  been placed 
over t h e  en t i r e  structure, and t h e  roof (sagging and i n  poor condi t ion  on t h e  
o lde r  s e c t i o n )  i s  metal covered. 

Ins ide ,  ths house is  r a t h e r  p leasant .  Each f l o o r  of t h e  c. 1797 p a r t  is  
p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  two rooms wi th  a s t a i r  a t  the  rear of t h e  bu i ld ing  between rooms. 
Basic f a b r i c  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  bu t  t h e  q u a l i t y  beaded ver t ica l -board  paneling and 
n ice ly  s t y l e d  mantels ( t h e r e  i s  one f i r e p l a c e  on each l e v e l )  may n o t  d a t e  from 
the t i m e  of const ruct ion.  P a r t i t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  of beaded v e r t i c a l  boards of 
varying widths. Methods of jo in ing,  types of molding, c l ean  l i n e s  and wide 
boards i n d i c a t e  a well-f inished house whose i n t e r i o r  woodwork i s  q u i t e  o ld .  
A l e s s e r  q u a l i t y  i s  evident  i n  the  c .  1825 sec t ion ,  although it too is  pleas ing.  
The f i r s t  f l o o r  has been divided i n t o  two rooms, while t h e  second l e v e l  i s  an  open 
l o f t  ( w i t h  l o g s  exposed). I n  t h i s  u n i t  the  s t a i r  i s  a t  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  chimney 
that houses only one f i r e p l a c e .  P l a i n  wide boards a r e  used as a paneling on t h e  
f i r s t  f l o o r  ( t h i s  type of w a l l  t reatment might be  o r i g i n a l ) ,  and t h e  mantel he re  
is  high and wide wi th  support ing p i l a s t e r s  t h a t  t ape r  from f l o o r  to  f r i e z e  l e v e l .  

Now owned 3y t h e  Mathias Civic Center Association, t h e  house was l i v e d  i n  by 
descendanrs of the b u i l d e r s  u n t i l  t h e  1960s. It i s  contemplated t h a t  r e seora t ion  

will b e g h  scsn xi:?! a s t r u c t u r a l  s tudy and roof replacement. 
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John Mathias House a t  Mathias ,  Hardy County, West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
of t h e  e a r l y  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  were c o n s t r u c t e d  o v e r  much of  t h i s  developing a r e a  between 
t h e  Revolut ionary War and about  1850. John Mathias,  Sr. ,  was among t h e  earliest 
s e t t l e r s  of t h i s  r a t h e r  i s o l a t e d  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  wes tern  p a r t  of V i r g i n i a ' s  ridge-and- 
v a l l e y  province,  and h i s  fami ly  p layed  an  impor tan t  r o l e  i n  i t s  evo lu t ion .  

A s  wi th  so  many b e f o r e  and a f t e r ,  John (Johanne) Mathias emigrated t o  t h e  emerging 
United S t a t e s  from Alsace-Lorraine t o  escape pe r secu t ion .  Along w i t h  two b r o t h e r s  h e  
f i r s t  took up r e s i d e n c e  around Ph i l ade lph ia ,  bu t  he  soon followed a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r e n d  
of  mig ra t ion  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  Moving f i r s t  t o  Lancas t e r  County, Pennsylvania ,  Mathias  
l a t e r  went on t o  F rede r i ck  County, Maryland, t hen  a c r o s s  t h e  Potomac R ive r  i n t o  t h e  

_ ' haandoah Val ley  of V i rg in i a ,  and f i n a l l y  over  t h e  mountains t o  t h e  Los t  River  
Alley of Hardy County. 

It was i n  1791 c h a t  he acqui red  p r o p e r t y  around present-day Mathias ,  and h i s  
fami ly  a p p a r e n t l y  moved i n t o  t h e i r  wel l -cons t ruc ted  l o g  house around 1797. The 
b u i l d i n g  w a s  s u b s t a n t i a l  by s t a n d a r d s  of t h e  t h e ,  having f o u r  rooms, a n  a t t i c  l o f t ,  
good i n t e r i o r  s t a i r s ,  s u f f i c i e n t  windows and doors ,  a docble  porctl and f i r e p l a c e s  on 
both f l o o r s .  Logs were hewn and f i t t e d  w e l l  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

Farming and l and  hold ing  w e r e  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  s e v e r a l  g e n ~ r a t ~ o n s  of  John 
Mathiases who fol lowed.  By 1825 o r  so t h e  o l d  l o g  house was j u s t  n o t  l a r g e  enough 
any longe r ,  and ano the r  w a s  b u i l t  c l o s e  by and connected t o  t h e  f i r s t  by a frame 
I I en t ry ."  This  w a s  a grand r e s idence  f o r  t h e  p l a c e  and t ime d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
farmers  a long  Los t  River  w e r e  n o t  as prosperous  a s  p l a n t e r s  i n  t h e  South Branch 
Valley t o  t h e  west .  They cons t ruc t ed  sma l l e r  houses of  somewhat lesser q u a l i t y  
m a t e r i a l s ,  u s ing  l o g s  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  r a t h e r  than  t h e  b r i c k  so  p reva len t  i n  f i n e  
homes around t h e  county s e a t  a t  Moorefield.  

The f ami ly  became prominent i n  t h e  v a l l e y ,  and t h e i r  l o c a t i o n  a long  che  road t o  
what became t h e  Howard's Lick  r e s o r t  (now Lost  River  S t a t e  Park)  most probably  was 
i n v i t i n g  t o  many who passed through. T r a d i t i o n  ho lds  t h a t  h o s p i t a l i t y  i n  t h e  form 
of bed and board was o f f e r e d .  "Light Horse" Barry  Lee, owner of a good d e a l  of l a n d  
and a cab in  ( l i s t e d  i n  the Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  of  H i s t o r i c  Places) a t  ~ o w a r d ' s  L ick  
i s  s a i d  t o  have made the house h i s  headqua r t e r s  b e f o r e  purchasing h i s  p rope r ty .  

) 
Hardy County was deeply  d iv ided  dur ing  t h e  Civil War when most of t h e  c i t i z e n s  

~f what i s  now Grant County supported t h e  Union and those  around Moorefield and t o  t h e  
e a s t  sympathized wi th  t h e  Confederacy. The d i v i s i o n  was evidenced i n  county p o l i t i c s ,  
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too,  and r eco rds  seem t o  show a  V i r u i n i a  County Court meeting a t  t h e  John 
Mathias House on May 2 ,  1864, n e a r l y  a  year  a f t e r  t h e  s t a t e  of  West V i r g i n i a  
was e s t a b l i s h e d .  Be t h a t  a s  i t  may, however, t h e  fami ly  has  remained c e n t e r e d  
a t  t h e  homestead and has branched i n t o  t h e  surrounding c o u n t r y s i d e  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
s i n c e  then.  

Farming cont inued as t h e  major occupat ion ,  bu t  s i d e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  o t h e r  
bus ines ses  began t o  t ake  on g r e a t e r  importance. Perhaps this reached i t s  most 
d i v e r s e  s t a g e  i n  t h e  person of P h i l l i p  Mathias,  great-great-grandson of John, 
S r . ,  f o r  he n o t  on ly  f a m e d  but  was a  merchant,  r an  a  s t o r e ,  was involved i n  
a  t ruck ing  bus ines s  and became postmaster  of t h e  community c a l l e d  Mathias ,  a 
name t h a t  a p p a r e n t l y  was n o t  o f f i c i a l l y  recognized u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  ( t h e  se t t l emen t  had been c a l l e d  v a r i o u s l y  Rockland, 

i 
B a r b a r a s v i l l e  and Howard's Lick) .  

A s  t ime went on t h e  o ld  homestead became l e s s  and less s u i t a b l e  o r  
s a t i s f y i n g  a s  a p l a c e  t o  l i v e .  Af t e r  t h e  mid 19608, i t  was p r e t t y  much 
abandoned, and i t  has  d e t e r i o r a t e d  t o  some e x t e n t  s i n c e .  I n t e r e s t  i n  r e u s e  
of t h i s  o l d e s t  of b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  t o r n  (one of t h e  o l d e s t  i n  t h e  county)  as 
a  community c e n t e r  grew, however, and t h e  p rope r ty  was deeded t o  t h e  Mathias  
Civ ic  Center Assoc ia t ion  i n  1974. When r e p a i r s  and r e s t o r a t i o n  work a r e  
completed, t h e  landmark should have a n  important  r o l e  once aga in .  
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The Mathias House i s  bounded on t h e  e a s t  by W. Va. Route 259 on t h e  n o r t h  by County 
Route 1 2  on the  west  by a t r e e  l i n e  approximately 25' behind t h e  house and on t he  
south  by a f e n c e  line about  200' beyond t h e  house. 
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