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1. Name 

s!reet 8 number R. E'. D. 1, Mountain V i e w  Drive - not for  publ icat ion 

c i ty .  town Berkeley S p r i n a s  2 v i c~n i t y  of 
-- 

s:a:e il79st V i r g i n i s .  code 54 county N o r g a ~  cod2 065 

C a t e g o r y  Ownersh ip  
-_ distr ict - public 

Status 
L occupied 

Present Use 
-_- a~ i i cu i ! u re  museum 

-H 3~1 i i d ins (s )  -x 'jrivate unoccupied -_ c~rnrnerc ia i  . park 
- structure both -- work in  progress educational 2 private residence 

site Publ ic Acquisition Accessible -_ entertainment r e l i ~ i o u s  
U 4 n  process __ osjec! -.L yes: restricted government _ -  scieniiTic 
. being considared yas: unrestricted induslrial _- rransportation 

n o  military other: 

c a u m o u s e ,  reg~s t r y  o f  deeds, e:?. i4orgzR County Courthouse 
- --- - - 

street & nunSer  

city town SerXeley Springs state 'Ves t 7 i r q i n i c ?  -- 

title N/ A has this property Seen delermined eligrble? . y ?s  .Y .. no - ~ 
-- -- -- - - -- - . . - - 

date -- fejzral  state cuu:~t;, local 
- -- - - .  



C o n ~ i f i o n  Check  one Check o n e  
-_:C exceilent d e t e r ~ o r a t s d  -- unal t l red X o r ~ g ~ n a l  site 
. _ - gocd -- ruins -X altered -- moved da te  - . - 

falr unexposed  

" C o o l f o n t "  i s  t h e  manor house  and s e a t  of an  1800 a c r e  estate 
t h a ~  l i e s  i n  p i c t u r e s q u e  S t .  J o h n ' s  V a l e  between G r e a t  Cacapon Mountain 
and 77am S p r i n g s  Ridge ,  s o u t h  of S e r k e l e y  S ? r i n g s  i n  Norgan County, 
West V i r g i n i a .  b p l e  and peach o r c h a r d s ,  2s w e l l  a s  many o t h e r  t y ? e s  
of n a t i v e  f a u n a ,  abound. 

The manor house of  " C o o l f o n t , "  c o n s t r x t s d  i n  1913 by n a t i o n a l l y  
p r o n i n e n t  a u t h o r  John H e r b e r t  Q u i c k ,  i s  ap?roached a l o n g  a  q u i e t ,  
t r e e  shaded c o u n t y  l a n e .  The manor i s  a  l a r g e  2 1 / 2  s t o r y  mansion 
o f  C o l o n i a l  Rev iva l  s t y l e ,  though i n c o r 2 o r a t i n g  some Georgian e l e m e n t s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i t s  marked symmetry. The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  manor 
house  i s  g r a c e d  by a  2 - s t o r y  c e n t r a l  ?edimented ~ a v i l i o n  w i t h  a  rounded 
o n e - s t o r y  e n t r a n c e  p o r t i c o  surmounted by a  b a l c s t r a d e .  T h i s  p o r t i c o  
i s  r a i s e d  on a  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  s o l i d  f o u n d a t i o n  w i t h  a  grand s e m i - c i r c x l x  
s t e p p e d  approach .  On t h e  s i d e  e l e v a ~ i o n  t h e r e  i s  an  e n c l o s e d  sun2orch  
( t h a t  was M r .  Q u i c k ' s  l i b r a r y )  w i t h  a b a l u s t r a t e d  r o o f .  The windows 

on t h c  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n ,  which a r e  f o r  t h e  u ? s t a i r s  bedrooms a r e  unusuall:. 
l a r g e ,  w i t h  c o n s o l e - e n r i c h e d  segmented a rched  window heads .  The r o o f  
i s  of a s p h a l t  s h i n g l e s ,  p robab ly  r e p l a c i n g  a n  e a r l i e r  roof  o f  unknown 
c o x p o s i t i o n .  The house i t s e l f  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  of  hol low c o n c r e t e  w i t h  
a  " p e b b l e - d a s h , "  o r  s t u c c o  f i n i s h .  There  a r e  f i v e  l a r g e  rooxs  on 
z h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  w i t h  a  l a r g e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  which opens  o n t o  a  s p a c i o u s  
r e c 2 2 t i o n  a r e a ,  o r  f o y e r .  A l a r g e  g rand  b a l u s t r a d e d  s t a i n q a y  a s c e n d s  
f r o n  t h e  f o y e r  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  a music  
room, o f f i c e ,  l i b r a r y ;  and l i v i n g  room. There  a r e  f i v e  bedrooms, 
i n c l u d i n g  a  l a r g e  ( 1 6 ' 6 "  x 1 5 ' 6 " )  m a s t e r  bedroom on t h e  second f l o o r ,  
a s  w e l l  a s  a n  e n c l o s e d  " s l e e p i n g  p o r c h . "  The t o p  f l o o r  c o n t a i n s  two 
a d d i t i o n a l  bedrooms. 

The manor house a l s o  h a s  a  f u l l  basement t h a t  houses  a l a r g e  
l a u n d r y  room and a  f u r n a c e  room, w i t h  two a d d i t i o n a l  rooms d e s i g n e d  
f o r  f u e l  f o r  t h e  f u r n a c e .  The basement  a l s o  c o n t a i n s  a  r e c r e a t i o n  
room and s t o r a q e  room. The basement  e x t e n d s  under  t h e  q a r a q e ,  where 
a s p r i n g  h o u s e - i s  b u i l t  around a l a r g e  roc?<,  from b e n e a t h  which f lows  
t h e  n a t u r a l  s p r i n g  t h a t  f e e d s  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  l a k e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  
manor house  and g i v e s  t h e  e s t a t e  i t s  naTe,  " C o o l f o n t . "  An underground 
t u n n e l  l e a d s  from t h e  basement t o  t h e  s p r i n g  house .  

" C o o l f o n t "  i s  an  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  landmark t h a t  i s  se t  i n  a  p r i s t i n ?  
r u r a l  env i ronment  t h a t  i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  one s o u r c e ,  "one of t h e  beaucy 
s p o t s ,  n o t  o n l y  of  Morgan Coanty ,  b u t  of  t h e  s t a t e  o f  West V i r g i n i a . "  



S p e c i f i c  dates 

A r e a s  of Sign~ f i cance - -Check  and j u s t i f y  below 
archeology-preh~stor~c cornrnunlty p iann~ng  _ landscape archltectdre rellglon 
archeology-h~storlc x 

-- conservat~on law sc:ence 
_ X  agr~cul ture econornlcs X I~tera!ure sculpture 
- x  archltec!ure education - rnll~!ary X- soclal 
-- art engineering _ -  ~ U S I C  hurnan~tar lan 
-_ commerce - explorat~on set!lernent philosophy theater 
- cornrnun~cat~ons - industry -- po l~ t l cs  government transportation 

- lnventlon _X_ other ( spec~ fy )  

- -  -- - - - - - - - - --- - - - - - - - -- - - -- - - r e  ~ r e  a t i o n  

Statement of Significance ( i n  one p a r a g r a p h )  

" C o o l f o n t , "  l o c a t e d  approx imate ly  f o u r  n i l es  s o u t h  of Berke ley  
S p r i x g s  i n  "organ County, West V i r g i n i a  i s  s i q n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  
an2 most  i n q o r t a n t  example o f  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
i n  Xorgan County,  West V i r g i n i a . l  More i m p o r t a n t l y ,  however,  " C o o l f o n t "  
i s  s i q n i f i c a n t a s  t h e  home and workplace  o f  John Herber t  Q u i c k ,  n o t e d  
l3 te  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  l i t e r a r y  f i q u r e  a ~ d  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r ,  
of n z t i o n a l  rznown and i m p o r t a n c ~ . '  

E x p l a n a t o r y  Notes 

" C o o l f o n t "  was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1913 a s  t h e  s e a t  of no ted  auzhor  
John Xerberf  Q u i c k ' s  one  thousand a c r e  e s t a t e .  PJhile i t s  a r c h i t z c t u r a l  
d e t a i l s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  more t h o r o u g h l y  i n  P a r t  7 ,  it i s  s u f f i c i e n t  . - 
t o  s t z t e  t h a t  " C o o l f o n t "  i s  e a s i l y  t h e  x o s t  imposing example o f  r n s i d e n t l a -  
a r z h i c e c t u r s  in a l l  o f  Morgan County. I t  i s  b a s i c a l l y  C o l o n i a l  Xev iva l  
i n  s z y l e ,  izhough i t s  marked s p m e t r y  g i v e s  it a  Georgian f l a v o r  a s  
. The t w o - s t o r y  c e n t r a l  p a v i l i o n  w i t h  a o n e - s t o r y  rounded e n t r a n c e  
portico, surmounted by a  b a l u s t r a d e ,  l o o k s  o u t  on a  l a r g e  a r t i f i c i a l  
l a k e  and q i v e s  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  a  g r a n d i o s e  f e e l i n g .  I t ' s  env i ronmenta l  
s z c t i n g  i s  p i c t u r e s q u e  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e ,  l o c a t e d  i n  " S i r  J o h n ' s  Vale"  
~8 i i rh  G r e a t  Cacapon Mountain r i s i n g  immedia te ly  t o  t h e  wes t .  A r c h i t e c t u r z l l  
and e n v i r o m t e n t a l l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  f e i ~  p l a c e s  i n  a l l  o f  West V i r g i n i a  
t o  c o x p a r e  t o  " C o o l f o n t , "  and c e r t a i n l y  no o t h e r  in Morgan County. 

J ~ h n  H e r b e r t  Q u i c k  .(1861-1925) , who hzd "Cool fon t"  b u i l t  f o r  
h i x s e l f  and h i s  f a m i l y ,  was a  h i g h l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a u t h o r  of  t h e  e a r l y  
2 0 t h  c s n t u r y  and an  i m p o r t a n t  s o c i a l  p h i l o s o ~ h e r  o f  h i s  day ,  a s  w e l l  
as a n o t 2 d  p u b l i c  s e r v a n t .  

j o h n  H e r b e r t  Q u i c k  was born  i n  Iowa i n  1861  and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  
f o u r  d e c a d e s  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  Iowa was h i s  hoae .  H e  was educa ted  a s  an  
a t f o r ~ e y ,  g a i n e d  a n  e a r l y  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  z e a l o u s  re fo rming  a t t o r n e y ,  
and x a s  r e f o n  mayor o f  Sioux C i t y ,  Iowa, 1898-1900. He wro te  hundreds  
of a r t i c l e s  and e s s a y s  c o n c e r n i n g  a g r a r i a n  r e f o m  and l ament ing  t h e  
" u r b a n i z a t i o n "  o f  American s o c i e t y  a t  t h e  t u n - - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y .  Q u i c k  
w a s  t h e  a u t h o r  of e i g h t e e n  books ,  two o f  which were f i c t i o n  and e i g h t  
2 0 2 - f i c t i o n .  Much of  h i s  work d e a l c  w i t h  h i s  b e l i e f s  abou t  t h e  need 
- ,-, -.- Z L -  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c s s ,  t h e  p e r i l s  of o v e r  > o p u l s t i g n ,  
c o l l e c t i ~ i i s m ,  a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  h i s  a b i d i n g  c o n c e r n  t h a t  a g r i c c l t u r a l  
.k.eric& n o t  succumb t o  deve lopner i t a l  p r e s s u r e s  and t h a t  t h e  l a n d  
s h o u l d  be used by " t r u e  f a r m e r s , "  wedded t o  t h e  s o i l . "  H i s  n o s t  f a n o u s  

- 

work,  - O n  Board t h e  Good S h i ~  E a r t h ,  w r i t t e n  a t  "Cool fon t"  i n  1913,  
expsur:',s on t h e s e  b e l i e f s  and,  i n  many r e s p e c t s ,  was p r o p h e t i c  i n  
its o u t l c o k .  O t h e r  prominent  works w r i t c e n  by  Quick a t  " C o o ~ ? ~ n t "  
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i '~1ucle The Brown Mouse ( 1 9 1 6 ) ,  The Fairvie-.? I d e a  (1915) and We Have 
Chz:azd 3-11 T h a t  (posthumously published, 1 9 2 8 ) ,  t h e  l a t t e r  w r i t t e n  
a s  a r e s u l t  of  h i s  e x ~ e r i e n c e s  i n  t h e  Bolshevik  R e v o l ~ t i o n ,  observed 
i n  S i b e r i a  where he had been s e n t  by P r e s i d e n t  S?ilson a s  head of a 
cox.n iss ion  t o  l i q u i d a t e  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  Axer ican  Red Cross .  

B e f o r e  comins t o  W e s t  V i r s i n i a ,  J .  H e r b e r t  Q u i c k  was e d i t o r  of  
2 J 

t h s  n a t i o n a l  farm magazine Farn  azd F i r e s i d e  from 1909,  c o n t i n u i n g  
a s  e d i t o r  u n t i l  1916. He purchased h i s  1 0 0 0  a c r e  farm and b u i l t  t h e  
i n p o s i n g  r e s i d e n c e  o f  " c o o i f o n t "  i n  1913. Q u i c k  i s  c r e d i t e d  w i t h  
h a v i n g  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  p a s s a g e  of  t h e  F e 2 e r a l  Farm L o m  Act i n  1 9 1 6  
a n d ,  t h e  s a n e  y e a r ,  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  F a r x  Loan Bureau 
b ; ~  P r e s i d e n t  Noodrow Wi l son ,  on which he s e r - ~ e d  u n t i l  1919. H i s  book - 
Frmi  War t o  Peace  (1919) was an i x p o r t a n t  c o n ~ r i b u t i o n  t o  American 
t h o u g h t .  Q u i c k  was a l s o  an  e a r l y  a d v o c a t e  o f  t h e  S i n g l e  Tax concep t .  
rl~ i m p o r t a n t  a u t h o r ,  Quick was a l s o  a " u t o ? i a n W  s o c i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r  
a r ?  cor responded  w i t h  such  f i g u r e s  a s  W i l l i a m  Jenn i -2s  Bryan and Xenry A. 
Y a l l a c e .  H i s  " C o o l f o n t "  e s t a t e  was a  needed a g r a r i a n  community , r ~ h i c h  
Q z i c k  l a v i s h e d  b o t h  e f f e c t i o n  and e f f o r t  uDon. Never l e a v i n g  it f o r  
aFy l o n q  p e r i o d s ,  he  ~ l a n t e d  xany o r c h a r d s ,  b u i l t  a  c a n n e r y ,  l i v e r y  
s t a b l e ,  and nwnerous o t h e r  o u c b u i i d i n g s .  ..A l a r g e  a r t i f i c i a l  la:<e 
was de-"reloped by Quick i n  f r o n t  of t h e  r e s i d e n c e .  He c o n s t r u c t e d  
t h e  r e s i d e n c e  o v e r  a  n a t u r a l  s g r i n g ,  which t h e n  c h a n n ~ l e d  o u t  of t h e  
c e l l a r  i n t o  t h e  f r o n t  y a r d  t o  f o r 3  a  " s w i m i n g  p o o l , "  o r  l a k e ;  hence ,  
h i s  nane  f o r  t h e  p l a c e :  " C o o l f o n t . "  

I n  1924 J. H e r b e r t  Quick r e c e i v e d  a n  h o n o r a r y  Doctor  of L e t t e r s  
f r o n  S y r a c u s e  U n i v e r s i t y  f o r  h i s  " s i g n i f i c a n t  and permanent  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
t o  American L i t e r a t u r e . "  Quick d i e d  i n  Columbia, M i s s o u r i  on May 1 0 ,  
1925 w h i l e  on a  s p e a k i n g  engagement t h e r e .  Quick was,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  - D i c t i o n a r y  of  American Bios raphv ,  " d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  a  n a t i o n a l  
f i g u r e  and w i d e l y  b e l o v e d . "  

Subsequent  owners of  " C o o l f o n t , "  a l l  of  whom have m a i n t a i n e d  
t k  l a r g e  e s t a t e  i n t a c t  have been Frank J. Hughes who purchased t h e  
p r 3 2 e r t y  i n  1926 and owned it th rough  t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 ' ~ ~  Rufus E. M i l a r  
W h 3  c a l l e d  t h e  e s t a t e  "Lo tus  Lake Manor" and was k i l l e d  by an  a u t o n o b i l e  
ir ? iash ing ton ,  D . C . ,  and t h e  p r e s e n t  owners ,  Yr. h M r s .  Samuel Ashelman. 
The e s t a t e  h a s  been m a i n t a i n e d  i n t a c t  and the manor house i s  s t i l l  -,-. a  ? r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e ,  s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  o r i l c e  and r e s i d e n c e  o f  t h e  owners 
of t n e  " C o o l f o n t  R e s o r t . "  The r e s o r t  i s  a  n z s i o n a l l y  known recreatio11z.1 
c e r - c s r  t h a t  o f f e r s  a l l  of t h e  f e a t u r e s  of  t k e  c r a d i t i c n a l  r e s o r t ;  
b o a t i n g ,  horseback  r i d i n g ,  s~~i : r tx ing ,  e t c .  I t  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  an u n o f f i c i a l  
" c u l t u r a l  c e n t e r "  f o r  Morgan C o u n ~ y ,  s ? o n s o r i n q  ?.any c u l t u r a l  e v e n t s  
s u c 5  a s  d a n c e ,  m u s i c a l  c o n c e r t s  and a p p r o p r l a t s l y ,  p o e t r y  and o t h e r  
l i t e r a r y  r e a d i n g s .  



, X i b l e r ,  Charles B., and S m i ~ r s ,  Fes tus ,  P . ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  The Mountain 
S-Laz?, 2n5i ed., Engiewood C l i f f s ,  NJ, Prent ice-Hai l ,  Inz., 1558. 

Dic-, io?.ar i  of Anerican B i o q r a ~ h y ,  Dumas Malone, e ~ .  , Vol. AX, Charles 
Scribner's Sons, New York, 1935 .  

- ~- - - 

Acreage at nominated property / ae;lLhsC' 
Quadrangle name G r e a t C a i ~ o n  , L'?V 
LIT '4 aeferences 

Quadrangle scale 1_,24.,0Q4 ---- 

B /  j / i I I i /  I I 
Zone Eastlng Nor th~ng 

Verbal bound=- description and justification Beginning a t  the  poin t  xhere  ?:organ County 
7. Kouze 9 / 1 0  iz l te rsec ts  wi th  p r i v a t e  Xountain Viev Dr<v?, thence Xest along t*: 
Xorther s i de  of  Xou2tain View 3 i r v e  approximately 800 f e e t  LO where s a i d  d r l  
 urns s ' n a q l y  South; thence South along the Eastern s i d e  o f  'I.Iountain TJ i ew  D-r 

-- - - . -- - -. 

L i s t  all states and count ies  for properties overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state ~ 1 - q  -- code county 
-- - 

code 

state code county code 

4 3. F w m  Pirepaled By 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

2 national -- state local 
~- -. - - - - - .. . - - -- - 

As :he designated S:ato Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 8% 
565). 1 hereby nominate this property for been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
- .  

- - - -- 

For NPS u:e cnly 
I hereby certify that this property i s  included in the National Figister 

;'ate 

Keeper of the National R q i s t e r  

Attest: dn te  - -- 
Chief of Reqistratior? 
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X e e n ,  C a r l .  " H e r b e r t  Quick a19 t h e  . X ~ . e r i z ~ ? -  r j r e a i , "  7 a l l e v  of H i s t o r ~ i ,  
V o l .  3 ,  No. 4 ,  A u t u m n ,  1 9 6 7 .  

Oral I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Fred N e w b r c l u g h ,  Norgan Cau%y R i s - r i a n ,  by N i c h a e l  J. 
P z u l e y ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  W ,  April 2 ,  1984. 

if10 Geographical  Data 

Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t t o n  and j u s t i 5 i c a z l o n ;  

- 400 f e e t  20 a major contour l i x e ;  thence 2 2 s ~  a p 7 r o x i n a ~ e l y  fo l lowing  
the  contour  l i n e  (which i s  a l s o  e t r 2 e  I l x e )  700 f e e t  Lo t h e  B l e s c e r n  
s i d e  of Xorgan County Route 9 / 1 0 ;  tfiezcs ::art5 - , 2103~ che :Jestern s i d e  
of Xorgan County Route 9/13 L3 :he 2i.ixr o r  oe:Lxilng, e l conpass ing  
approx~rna te ly  e i g h t  a c r e s .  






