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1. Mame
historic  ouick, John Herber+, House —

and orcommon  "Cnglfont"

2. Location

street & numper R.F.D. 1, Mountain View Drive — not for publication
city. town Berkeley Springs __x vicinity of
state  West Virginia code 54 county Morgan code 065
3. Classification
Category Ownersnip Status Present Use
____ district ___ public X _occupied ___ agriculture —_ museum
_% huiiding(s) _x private —__unoccupied ... commercial . park
structure both ____ Work in progress educational X_ private residence
. site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment — . relicious
. oDject N/ An proceass X _vyes: restricted - government ___. scientific
- being considered . yas: unrestricted industrial - transportation
—.no military other:

4, Dwner of Property

name Mr. & Mrs. Samnel Ashelman

sireet & number R.P.D, 1, Mountain View Drive o

city. tewn  Berkeley Sorinags —x- Vicinity of state. Wos+ Viroinia

2, L.ocation of Legal Descrintion

surthouse, registry of deeds, etz Morgan County Courthouse

street & number

city town Serkeley Springs state  West Virginia

7= -

8. Reprezseniation in Exislting 3urvays

title N/A has this property been delermined eligible? _ . y2s X _no

date - federal __. state _ county . __ local

cepository for survey records

city, town state




7. Descriplion

Condition Check one Check one

_X_exceilent ____ deterioratad ___ unaltered _X. originaj site

.. good ____ruins __X altered —_ moved date e R
___ fair —__ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if xnown) physical appearance

"Coolfont"” is the manor house and seat of an 1800 acre astate
that lies in picturesque St. John's Vale between Great Cacapon Mountain
and Warm Springs Ridge, south of Berkeley Springs in Morgan County,
West Virginia. Apple and peach orchards, as well as many other types
of native fauna, abound.

The manor house of "Coolfont," constructed in 1913 by nationally
prominent author John Herbert Quick, is approached along a guiet,
ree shaded county lane. The manor is a large 2 1/2 story mansion
of Colonial Revival style, though incorporating some Georgian elements,
especially in its marked symmetry. The front elevation of the manor
house is graced by a 2-story central pedimented pavilion with a rounded
one-story entrance portico surmounted by a balustrade. This portico
is raised on a semi-circular solid foundation with a grand semi-circular
stepped approach. On the side elevation there is an enclosed sunporch
(that was Mr. Quick's library) with a balustrated roof. The windows
on the side elevation, which arse for the uvstairs bedrooms are unusuzlly
large, with console-enriched segmented arched window heads. The roo:f
is of asphalt shingles, probably replacing an earlier roof of unknown
composition. The house itself is constructed of hollow concrete with
"pebble-dash," or stucco finish. There are five large rocms on
the first floor, with a large entrance hall which opens onto a spacious
eception area, or foyer. A largse grand balustraded stairway ascends
from the foyer to the second floor. On the first floor are a music
room, office, library, and living room. There are five bedrooms,
including a large (16'6" x 15'6") master bedrocom on the second floor,
as well as an enclosed "sleeping porch."” The top floor contains two
additional bedrooms. ' '
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The manor house ‘also has a full basement that houses a large
laundry room and a furnace room, with two additional rooms designed
for fuel for the furnace. The basement also contains a recreation
room and storage room. The basement extends under the garage, where
a spring house is built around a large rock, £rom beneath which flows
the natural spring that feeds the artificial lake in front of the
manor house and gives the estate its name, "Coolfont." An underground
tunnel leads from the basement to the spring house.

"Coolfont" is an architectural landmark that is set in a pristin
rural environment that is, according to one source, "one of the beaut
spots, not only of Morgan County, but of the state of West Virginia."
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2. Bignificance
Perioa Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
... prenistoric . archeology-prehistoric . community pianning _.. landscape architecture ___ religion
cm— 1430-1489  ___ archeology-historic < conservation o law _. . science
. 1500-1588 _X agriculture . .. economics X literature .. sculpture
___ 18001883 _ X architecture . education . military - X_ social
__.. 1700-1799 ___art _  engineering . music humanitarian
. 1800-1859 ___commerce __. exploration settlement ____ philosophy — theater
. 1860~ communications .. industry ___. politics government  ____ transportation
__ invention _X_ other {specity)
, ... recreation
Specific dates 1913 ) BU!lde[ﬁETeC‘ Not Xnown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

"Coolfont," located approximately four miles south of Berkeley
Springs in Morgan County, West Virginia is significant as the largest
and most important example of Colonial Revival style architecture
in Morgan County, West Virginia.l Mcre importantly, however, "Coolfont"
is significant as the home and workplace of John Herbert Quick, noted
late 19th and early 20th century literary figure and social reformer,
of national renown and importance.

Explanatory Notes

"Coolfont" was constructed in 1913 as the seat of noted author
Jonn Herbert Quick's one thousand acre estate. While its architectural
detalls are discussed more thoroughly in Part 7, it is sufficient
to state that "Coolfont" is easily the most imposing example of residential

architecturs in all of Morgan County. It is basically Colonial Revival

in stvle, though its marked symmetry gives it a Georgian flavor as

wall. The two-story central pavilion with a one-story rounded entrance
portico, surmounted by a balustrade, looks out on a large artificial

lake and gives the residence a grandiose feeling. It's environmental
setting is picturesque in the extreme, located in "”lr John's Vale”

with Great Cacapon Mountain rising immediately to the west. Architecturall
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and environmentally, there are few places in all of West Virginia
to compare to "Coolfont," and certainly no other in Morgan County.

John Herbert Quick (1861-1925), who had "Coolfont" built for
himself and his family, was a highly significant author of the early
20th century and an important social philosovher of his day, as well

as a notad public servant.

John Herbert Quick was born in Iowa in 1861 and for the first
four decades of his 1life, Iowa was his home. He was educated as an
attorney, gained an early reputation as a zealous reforming attorney,
and was reform mayor of Sioux City, Iowa, 1898-1900. He wrote hundreds
of articles and essays concerning agrarian reform and lamenting the
"urpanization" of American society at the turn-of-the-century. Quick
was the author of eighteen books, two of which were fiction and eight
non-£fiction. Much of his work dealt with his beliefs about the need
for the conservation of natural resources, the perils of over population,
collectivism, and, especially, his abiding concern that agricuitural

America  not succumb to developmental pressures and that the land
should be usad by "true farmers,” wedded to the soil.” His most famous
workx, On Board the Good Shin Earth, written at "Coolfont" in 1913,
expounds on these beliefs and, in many respects, was prophetic in

35 T

r
unds
outlcokx. Other prominent works written by Quick at "Coolfont"
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include The Brown Mouse {1916}, The Fairview Idea (1916} and We Have
Chang=ad 2All That (posthumouslv published, 1928), the latter written
a result of his experiences in the Bolshevik Revolution, observed

in Siberia where he had been sent by President Wilson as head of a
commission to liguidate the affairs of the American Red Cross.

Before coming to West Virginia, J. Herbert Quick was editor of
the national farm magazine Farm and Fireside from 1909, continuing
as editor until 1916. He purchased his 1000 acre farm and built the
imposing residence of "Coolfont" in 1913. Quick is credited with
having brought about passage of the Federal Farm Loan Act in 1916
and, the same year, was appointed to the Federal Farm Loan Bureau
by President Woodrow Wilson, on which he served until 1919. His book
From War to Peace (1919) was an important contribution to American
thought. Quick was also an sarly advocate of the Single Tax concept.
An important author, Quick was also a "utopian" social philosopher
and corresponded with such figures as William Jv“nlﬂgs Bryan and Henry A.
Wallace. His "Coolfont" estate was a needed agrarian community, which
Quick lavished both effection and effort upon. Never leaving it for
any long periods, he planted manv orchards, built a cannery, livery
stable, and numerous other outbuildings. A large artificial lake
was develoved by Quick in front of the residence. He constructed
the residence over a natural spring, which then channzsled out of the

Ll

cellar into the front vard to form a "swimming pool," or lake; hence,
his name for the place: "Coolfont."

In 1924 J. Herbert Quick received an honorary Doctor of Letters
from Syracuse University for his "significant and permanent contributions
to American Literature." Quick died in Columbia, Missouri on May 10,
1925 while on a speaking engagement there. Quick was, according to
the Dictionary of American Biography, "during these years a national
figure and widely beloved."

Subsequent owners of "CoolZcont," all of whom have maintained
the large estate intact have been Frank J. Hughes who purchased the
proper‘y in 1926 and owned it through the late 1940's, Rufus E. Milar

who called the estate "Lotus Lake Manor" and was killed by an automobile
in Washington, D.C., and the present owners, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Ashelman.
The estate has been maintained intact and the manor house is still

a private residence, serving as the office and residence of the owners

of the "Coolfont Resort." The resort is a nationally known recreational
centar that offers all of the f atures of the tLad;bloﬂal resort;
boating, horseback riding, swimming, etc. It also serves as an unofficial

"cultural center" for Morgan County, sponsoring many cultural events
such as dance, musical concerts and appropriataly, voetry and other
literary readings.
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rarles H., and Summers, Festus, P., West Virginia, The Mountain
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ionaryv of BAmerican Biogravhy, Dumas Malone, ed., Vol. XV, Charles
bner's Sons, New York, 1935.

10, Qeographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 2 atree y "‘f«fv‘»—ﬁ
Quadrangle name _Gr2at Cacapon, WV Quadrangle scale _1,24,000____
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Varbal boundary description and justification Beginning at the point where Morgzan County

Route 9/10 intersects with private Mountain View Drive, thence West along £
norther side of Mountein View Dirve approximately 300 Ieet to where said dri-
turns sharply South; thence South along the Eastern side of Mountain View Dr._

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N /A code county code

state code county code

11, Form Prevared By

name titte Michael J. Pauley, Historian
Historic Preservation Unit

organization WV Dept. of Culture & History date June 29, 1984

Cutftural Center ~~v' T Tt T —
street & number Capitol Complex teilephone 2304 /328-0240
city or town Charleston state  West Virginia

12. Siate Hisitoric Presewa%am‘a Oiticer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_X national __.._state ___locatl

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1586 (Public Law 89—
§65). | hereby nominate this praperty for inclusion in the Natipnal Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nafional Park Service.

State Historic Preservation OHicer signature

State Historic Preservation/ééfice:/

/

June &9 1984

title date

For NPS use only
| hereby certity that this property is included in the National Register

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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Xeen, Carl. "Herbert Quick and the American Dream," Vallev of Historv,

Vol. 3, No. 4, Autumn, 1967.
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ral Interview with Fred Newbrough, Morgan County Histo
auley, Charleston, WV, April 2, 1984.

#10 Geographical Data
Verbal boundary description and justiZication:

ximately following
et to the Western
ong the Western side
ning ncompassing

400 feet to a major contour line; thence ap
the contour line (which is also a tree line) 700
side of Morgan County Route 9/10; thence MNorth a
of Morgan County Route 9/10 to the point of begil
approximately eight acres.
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