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NAME 
HISTORIC 

H a r r i m a n ,  John, Xouse - 
AND/OR COMMON 

STREET & NUMBER 
2233 T h i r d  Avenue -NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
E a s t  Bank - VICINITY OF T h i r 6  

STATE 
Vest V i r z i n i a  

CODE 
54 

COUNTY CODE 
Kanawha 039 

d 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP  STAT U S 

-DISTRICT -PUBLIC XOCCUPIED 
XBUILDINGW );PRIVATE -UNOCCUPIED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
-OBJECT -IN PROCESS XYES. RESTRICTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED -YES UNRESTRICTED 

,NO 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCtAL -PARK 

-EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT -REUGIOUS 

-GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITARY -OTHER. 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Zdg2.r L. and Erna R .  Reenel? -- --- 
STREET & NUMBER 

2235 T h i r d  Avenue . .-------..- -- . 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

v 2 I - . g i n i a  -,. and C o u r t  S t r e e t s  
-- 

CITY:TOWN STATE 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-UNALTERED  ORIGINAL S~TE 

XALTERED -MOVED DATE 

- - 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The John Harriman Bouse is a r e c t a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  p r o j e c t i n g  
e l l  t h a t  is c e n t r a l l y  p l a c e d  i n  a  d e t a c h e d  p o s i t i o n  on a town l o t .  
Wal l s  are o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  a  common bond t h a t  is q u i t e  i r r e g u l a r  i n  
t h e  main s e c t i o n  b u t  symmet r i ca l  i n  t h e  e l l  w i t h  a  611 r a t i o .  F i v e  
v e r t i c a l  b a y s  are a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  of  t h i s  two-s to ry  h o u s e  w i t h  h i p  
r o o f ,  w h i l e  t h e  e l l  is t h r e e  b a y s  deep  w i t h  end g a b l e .  The  e n t i r e  
s t r u c t u r e  sits a t o p  a  c u t  s a n d s t o n e  b l o c k  f o u n d a t i o n ,  a basement  
b e i n g  l o c a t e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  e l l .  

Windows form t h e  major  e l ement  of t h e  f a c a d e ,  and f e n e s t r a t i o n  
is s y m m e t r i c a l .  Though t h e  l o n g  o p e n i n g s  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c t a n g l e  
now have  2 /2  s a s h ,  i t  seems p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  
was 6 /6  o r  9 / 6 ,  for  windows i n  t h e  e l l  a d d i t i o n  a l l  h s v e  muf t i -pane  
s a s h .  The c e n t e r  door  o f  t h e  f i v e - b a y  f r o n t  h a s  a s i n g l e - l i g h t  
t r ansom and i s  now t h e  o n l y  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
d c o r  on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  wing. E a s t  and west  s i d e s  o f  t h e  main 
u n i t  l a c k  o p e n i n g s  b u t  house  i n t e r i o r  chimneys w i t h  c o r b e l e d  b r i c k  
c a p s ;  t h e  l a t t e r  f e a t u r e  is  r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  chimney o f  t h e  e l l .  

E x t e r i o r  d e t a i l  a n d  d e c o r a t i o n  is  dominated  by t h e  f i v e - b a y  
f r o n t  p o r c h  a n d  t h e  deep c o r n i c e  w i t h  b r a c k e t s  a round  t h e  e a r l y  
s e c t i o n .  The fo rmer  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by e i g h t  D o r i c  columns t h a t  si t  
a t o p  b r i c k  p e d e s t a l s  and a r e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  p a i r s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r .  
T h i s  l o n g ,  deep  p o r c h  p r o b a b l y  r e p l a c e d  a  d o u b l e  o r  t x o - s t o r y  
p o r t i c o  t h a t  was o r i g i n a l l y  a round  t h e  c e n t e r  bay ,  f o r  l i n e s  on  t h e  
b r i c k  s e e n  t o  i n d i c a t e  s u c h  a  f e a t u r e .  The c o r n i c e  may have  c o n s i s t e d  
o f  o n l y  a dee? f r i e z e  v~hen t h e  house  was c o n s t r u c t e d ,  but b r a c k e t s  
t h a t  e n c i r c l e  t h e  b a s e  o f  t he  h i p  r o o f  now p r o v i d e  a  b r e a k  i n  l i n e s .  
A p o r c h  w i t h  p l a i n  b a l u s t e r s  and  r a i l  is on t h e  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  e l l .  
P o r c h e s  and b r a c k e t i n g  p o s s i b l y  d a t e  from a b o u t  t h e  same p e r i o d  as 
t h e  2 /2  s a s h  windows and  c o u l d  have been changed sometime a round  t h e  
mid-1C70s o r  t h e r e a f t e r  (ownersh ip  changed i n  1876) .  

I n t e r i o r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  f o l l o w s  a s i n g l e - p i l e ,  c e n t e r - h a l l  p l a n  
i n  t h e  main s e c t i o n  w i t h  two rooms on  e a c h  f l o o r  o f  t h e  e l l .  The 
wide s t a i r  h a l l  i n c l u d e s  a two-run,  open-well  s t a i r  w i t h  p l a i n  
b a l u s t e r s  and r a i l  and t u r n e d  ( b u t  s i m p l e )  newel p o s t s .  Each room 
i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  a  f i r e p l a c e ,  t h r e e  o f  which have  
a t t r a c t i v e  wood m a n t e l s  t h a t  a p p e a r  o r i g i n a l  w h i l e  t h e  f o u r t h  h a s  
an  e l a b o r a t e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  f i r e p l a c e  p i e c e  w i t h  o v e r m a n t e l .  The 
c e n t e r  chimney i n  t h e  e l l  is r e l a t i v e l y  narrow;  it p r o b a b l y  i n c l u d e d  
no more t h a n  two f i r e p l a c e s .  A l l  window r e v e a l s  and d o o r  r e v e a l s  
on t h e  first f l o o r  of t h e  main s e c t i o n  are s p l a y e d ,  w i t h  e a r l y  d o o r s  
d i s p l a y i n g  a s i x - p a n e l  d e s i g n  w i t h  two v e r t i c a l  and f o u r  h o r i z o n t a l  
segments .  L i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  a r e  modern e lec t r ica l  o u t l e t s  for t h e  
most p a r t ,  b u t  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  g a s  l i n e s  are still i n  p l a c e  and  s e v e r a l  
g a s  l i g h t s  r e m a i n .  - - - -. -. - 
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B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  lesser h e i g h t  o f  t h e  e l l ,  i t s  r e g u l a r  and  
s y m m e t r i c a l  b r i c k  bond ing  s y s t e m  a n d  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  window 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h i s  a d d i t i o n  was b u i l t  sometime a f te r  
t h e  e a r l i e r  r e c t a n g l e .  S t o n e  s i l ls  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  f l o o r  
l e v e l  of t h e  e l l  l e a d  i n t o  t h e  main u n i t .  S t o n e  s i l l s  are a l so  a t  
t h e  doors t o  t h e  rear of t h e  c e n t e r  h a l l ,  i n d i c a t i n g  f o r m e r  e x t e r i o r  
e n t r a n c e s  ( p r o b a b l y  o n t o  a p o r c h )  t h a t  now l e a d  i n t o  b a t h r o o m s  
t h a t  w e r e  added  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s .  The o n l y  o u t b u i l d i n g  is a w e l l  h o u s e  
w i t h  l a t t i c e - w o r k  s i d e s ,  p r o b a b l y  a l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s t r u c t u r e .  



SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC -COMMUNITY P U N N I N G  -LANDSCAPE ARCWTECTURE -RELIGION 

ARCHEOLOGY-hISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 

XA~CHITECTURE -EDUCATION -M ~ L I T A R Y  -SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

4 RT -ENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 

-COMMERCE ~EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -PH~LOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

-COMMUNICATIONS -INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT , -OTHER (SPECIFYI 

-INVENTION 

'ECIFIC DATES c 1826 BUI LDER/ARCHlTECT John Harriman * 

ATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The John Harriman House a t  E a s t  Bank, Kanawha County, West 
V i r g i n i a ,  s t a n d s  i n  e v i d e n c e  t o  t h e  r i v e r  v a l l e y ' s  coming o f  a g e  
and a t t a i n i n g  a d e g r e e  of  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  by  t h e  1820s .  From a 
p e r i o d  of f r o n t i e r  development  t h r o u g h  one  of s u b s i s t e n c e  s e t t l e m e n t  
and f i n a l l y  t o  a t i m e  of  p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e  Harrimaa name c o n t i n u e d  
a  s t r o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  community i n  t h e  Kanawha V a l l e y .  The 
s u b s t a n t i a l  b r i c k  house  w i t h  some Greek R e v i v a l  l i n e s  was b o t h  
s t y l i s h  and  r e f i n e d ,  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  n o t e  of i ts b u i l d e r  and owner. 

F i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a  Harriman i n  what is now Kanawha County is 
t o  S h a d r a c k ,  a  s e r g e a n t  a t  t h e  F o r t  Lee g a r r i s o n  i n  1788.  H e  was 
m a r r i e d  t o  Susanna P r y o r ,  d a u g h t e r  o f  Wil l iam P r y o r ,  owner o f  large 
t r a c t s  o f  l a n d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  some o f  which was awarded t o  him f o r  
p s r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  French and I n d i a n  War. Shadrack was a p p a r e n t l y  
k i l l e d  by I n d i a n s  i n  1791.  I n  1794 Susanna m a r r i e d  David M i l b u r n ,  
and i n  1804 s h e  and h e r  husband deeded 131& acres o f  l a n d  n e a r  P a i n t  
Creek t o  John Harr iman,  a  s o n  by h e r  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e .  I t  was u?on 
t h e s e  l a n d s  t h a t  a  f i n e  b r i c k  house  was c o n s t r u c t e d  abou t  1826, a l o n g  
t h e  much t r a v e l e d  r o a d  on t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  Xanavha R i v e r .  

The c e n t e r - h a l l ,  s i n g l e - p i l e  f l o o r  p l a n  o f  t h e  main s e c t i o n  of 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  is c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  i t s  f i v e - b a y  f r o n t ,  r e c t a n g u l a r  
s h a p e .  There  a p p e a r s  t o  have been a  two-s to ry  o r  doub le  p o r t i c o  
a t  t h e  c e n t e r  bay o f  t h e  f r o n t  a t  one  t i m e ,  and t h e  e l l ,  a p p a r e n t l y  
c o n s t r u c t e d  l a t e r ,  may have  p r o v i d e d  a n  anchor  f o r  a fo rmer  d o u b l e  
p o r c h  t o  t h e  r e a r .  ~ r a b e a t e d  o p e n i n g s  w i t h  s t o n e  s i l ls  a n d  l i n t e l s  
a r e  s t a n d a r d  ( t h e r e  i s  an  o v e r l i g h t  above t h e  main e n t r a n c e ) ,  b u t  
t h e  smal l -paned s a s h  i n t h c m a i n  u n i t  were changed,  p r o b a b l y  a b o u t  the 
same t i m e  t h a t  t h e  f u l l - w i d t h  p o r c h  was added .  Corbel-capped i n t e r i o r  
end chimneys s e r v e  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  e a c h  room o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n ;  
t h r e e  m a n t e l s  r e t a i n  r a t h e r  s i m p l e  b u t  t a s t e f u l  t r e a t m e n t .  Among 
i n t e r e s t i n g  d e s i g n  f e a t u r e s  a r e  t h e  c o r n i c e  b r a c k e t s ,  s i x - p a n e l  
( two v e r t i c a l  and  f o u r  h o r i z o n t a l )  i n t e r i o r  d o o r s ,  and s p l a y e d  
window and d o o r  r e v e a l s .  

Both  John Harriman and h i s  s t e p - f a t h e r ,  David Milburn ,  s e r v e d  
as j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  p e a c e  i n  Kanawha County i n  1830,  and t h e  families 
c n n  t 1 n u e  d i n - c l a s e a s s o c i s t - i o n w a  e-mie,+-aa-&-EJoz~ 
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  s e c t i o n .  
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T h e  h o u s e  r e m a i n e d  i n  f a m i l y  h a n d s  u n t i l  t h e  mid  1 8 7 0 s ,  p a s s i n g  
t o  J o s h u a  H a r r i m a n ,  J o h n ' s  s o n ,  a r o u n d  1 8 4 0  a n d  t h e n  t o  F e n t o n  
M o r r i s ,  a  c o u s i n  by  m a r r i a g e ,  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 s .  I n  1 8 7 6  it w a s  s o l d  
t o  Abram C .  S h a v e r ,  who h a d  come t o  t h e  area i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  e x p a n d i n g  c o a l  i n d u s t r y .  The p r e s e n t  o w n e r s  t a k e  j u s t i f i a b l e  
p r i d e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  f i n e  
b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i s  p r o b a b l y  t h e  o l d e s t  h o u s e  b e t w e e n  P a i n t  C r e e k  
a n d  Q u i n c y .  T h e i r  c o n c e r n  f o r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  s h o u l d  assure 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of i t s  i m p o r t a n t  p lace  i n  t h e  a n n a l s  of t h e  area. 
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~ G E O G R  APHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PRSPERM 4 a c r e  ( a ~ ~ r o x i r n a t  e ) 
Q U A D R A N G L E  NAME Cedar Grove 

UTM R E F E R E N C E S  
QUADRANGLE SCALE : 24000 
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G ~ I I L I I I ] I ~ I I ~ ~ ~ I  HW L L L d U  
VERBALBOUNDARYDESCR~PT~ON The house  i s  l o c a t e d  on a t o v n  l o t  w i t h  about 

120 f e e t  of f r o n t a g e  on T h i r d  Avenue. I t  e x t e n d s  r o u g h l y  1 6 5 '  a l o n g  a 
dr ivewa on t h e  e a s t  s i d e ,  and a c y c l o n e  f e n c e  forms t h e  boundary  t o  
t h e  and w e s t .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE C O U N N  CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
- 

N A M E  / TITLE 

James E .  H i s t o r i a n  
AT1 N DATE 

ORGAff f s-k'oric P r e s e r v a t i o n  Uni t  
y l . V a .  D e ~ m n t  o-F C u m e  and H i  s t o r v  August 1, 1978 

STREyl&&uY€i?.t~ral C e n t e r  
TELEPHONE 

C a p i t o l  C o m ~ l e x  (304)  348-0244 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

C h a r l e s t o n  West V i r g i n i a  
4 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFF1 CER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Prese~atron Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of I966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according t o  the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

G P O  921-803 



C; NLTED STATES D E P A R T M E N T  OF T H E  INTEKIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

HARRIMAN, JOHN, HOUSE, KANAWHA COUNTY, WEST VIRGINIA 

CONTI NUATION SHEET . ITEM NUMBER 9 PAGE 2 

Higgenbotham, Wilma. "Restoration of 1820 - Vintage House Fascinates 
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