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Today, t h e  J e f f e r s o n  County Courthouse i s  a r e d  b r i c k  Georg ian  C o l o n i a l  
b u i l d i n g  s e t  on a  h i g h  s t o n e  founda t ion  and s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  s t r e e t  b y  a  
t i n y  y a r d .  Extending a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  i s  a  t a l l  p o r t i c o  w i t h  f o u r  Dor ic  
columns, t h e i r  f l u t e d  m e t a l  base  s u p p o r t i n g  a n  a n g u l a r  pediment,  t h e  d e s i g n  
o f  which i s  r e p e a t e d  i n  pediments over  t h e  windows o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and 
above t h e  f o u r  f a c e s  o f  t h e  c l o c k  i n  t h e  square-domed tower .  A s m a l l  i r o n  
balcony j u t s  above t h e  f r o n t  d o o r ,  and o rnamenta l  b r a c k e t s  f o l l o w  t h e  l i n e s  
o f  t h e  e a v e s .  A m e t a l  t a b l e t  on one c o r n e r  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  honors  t h e  
memory o f  Colonel  C h a r l e s  Washington. 

The r o o f  t r u s s e s ,  as w e l l  a s  t h e  f l o o r  and c e i l i n g  f rames ,  a r e  wooden. I n  
t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  courtroom, t h e  r a i l i n g  which d i v i d e s  t h e  room i n t o  
s e v e r a l  p a r t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r a i l i n g  f o r  t h e  j u d g e ' s  bench, has both a 
bot tom and t o p  r a i l  w i t h  tu rned  b a l u s t e r s .  The b a l u s t e r s  o f  t h e  two i n t e r -  
i o r  s t a i r w a y s  a r e  t u r n e d  throughout  t h e  e n t i r e  l e n g t h .  The newel p o s t s  a r e  
a l s o  t u r n e d .  The i n t e r i o r  has  undergone many changes ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
chamber i n  which John  Brown w a s  t r i e d .  Tha t  room today  i s  p a r t i t i o n e d ;  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  was n o t .  

E S C R l B E  THE P R E S E N T  AND ORIGINAL (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The f i r s t  coun ty  c o u r t h o u s e  i n  C h a r l e s  Town, a  small b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  e r e c t e d  
i n  1808 on  a  l o t  dona ted  by C h a r l e s  Washington f o r  p u b l i c  u s e ,  was r e p l a c e d  
abou t  1836 by a  l a r g e r  s t r u c t u r e ,  n u c l e u s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  cour thouse .  During 
t h e  C i v i l  War i t  w a s  s e r i o u s l y  damaged and t h e  coun ty  s e a t  moved t o  
Shepherdstown. A f t e r  t h e  war it was r e t u r n e d  t o  C h a r l e s  Town; i t  was 
r e s t o r e d  and e n l a r g e d ,  and i n  1916 a wing was added t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  . 
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The J e f f e r s o n  County Courthouse i s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  both because 
i t  played an  important r o l e  i n  t he  development of t h e  coun ty ' s  government 
during and a f t e r  t he  C i v i l  War and because i t  was t h e  s i t e  of two t r e a s o n  
t r i a l s .  

The f i r s t  t r ea son  t r i a l  was t h a t  of John Brown. A f t e r  Brown's cap tu re  and 
confinement, Governor Henry Wise of V i r g i n i a  succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  him t r i e c  
i n  a  Virgini 'a cou r t  and succeeded i n  appoin t ing  Andrew Hunter a s  t he  speciz 
prosecutor  t o  a i d  Charles  Harding, t he  county ' s  a t t o r n e y .  Brown was charge 
f o r  advis ing  and conspi r ing  with s l aves  t o  r e b e l ,  f o r  murder, and f o r  
t r ea son  a g a i n s t  V i r g i n i a .  Although Brown's t r i a l  drew sympathy from the  
North, i t  was a  f a i r  one. When he was f i r s t  asked t o  choose h i s  defense  
a t t o r n e y s ,  he made a hea r t - r ende r ing  speech saying t h a t  he was too  i l l  t o  
be t r i e d  and knew no one t o  r ep re sen t  him. The c o u r t  t hen  o f f e r e d  t o  
appoint  h i s  a t t o r n e y s ,  but  Brown ignored them saying he had s e n t  f o r  h i s  
own counsel .  When i t  d id  not a r r i v e ,  he agreed t o  have Lawrence B o t t s  and 
Thomas Green defend him; then  Brown aga in  claimed i l l n e s s ,  was examined by 
D r .  Gerald F. Mason, and pronounced p e r f e c t l y  a b l e  t o  s t and  t r i a l .  For 
t h e a t r i c s ,  Brown asked t o  l i e  on a  c o t  during t h e  t r i a l ;  h i s  r eques t  was 
granted .  He re fused  t o  comply with h i s  lawyersf  d e s i r e  t o  plead i n s a n i t y  
and claimed a  l a c k  of confidence i n  them; t h e  cou r t  then-a l lowed him t o  
choose George Hoyt a s  a  replacement f o r  Bo t t s  and Green. F i n a l l y  Brown 
was found g u i l t y  of murder and t r ea son  and l a t e r  hanged. 

During t h e  forthcoming war, the  bu i ld ing  i n  which Brown was t r i e d  was 
s e r i o u s l y  damaged, and i n  1865 t h e  county s e a t  was moved t o  Shepherdstown, 
so  t h a t  Federa l  t roops  s t a t i o n e d  along t h e  B & 0 could p r o t e c t  i t .  Since 
an  a c t  of the.West  V i rg in i a  L e g i s l a t u r e  proclaimed Shepherdstown a s  t h e  
permanent county s e a t ,  t he  County Board of Superv isors  decided t o  s e l l  t he  
va luab le  courthouse l o t  i n  Charles  Town. Lucki ly,  t h e  p l an  was prevented.  
Af t e r  t he  war a  v i o l e n t  controversy a rose  between t h e  people of Shepherds- 
town and Charles  Town. Both wanted t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  of having t h e  county 
s e a t ,  and when the  c o u r t s  decided i n  favor  of Charles  Town, Shepherdstown 
and i t s  neighbor,  Scrabble ,  nea r ly  l e f t  t he  county.  

The next  a c t i o n  t o  e a r n  h i s t o r i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  f o r  t he  J e f f e r s o n  County 
Courthouse was the  t r i a l  of some West Vi rg in& c o a l  miners charged with 
murder and t r e a s o n .  I n  gene ra l ,  t h e  reason f o r  t h e  charges was a n  a t tempt  
a t  un ion iza t ion .  The mine owners, being a g a i n s t  t h e  union and the  men 
t r y i n g  t o  j o i n  i t ,  had h i r e d  armed guards t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (con t inued)  

H o s t i l i t i e s  i n v a r i a b l y  r e s u l t e d .  By t h e  t ime  t h i n g s  reached  t h e i r  peak 
Mingo County,  West V i r g i n i a  w a s  under  m a r t i a l  law and Logan County was en- 
g u l f e d  i n  l o c a l  w a r f a r e .  I n  a l l ,  twen ty- four  men were  charged w i t h  murder 
a n d / o r  t r e a s o n .  Because o f  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  i n  s o u t h e r n  West V i r g i n i a ,  t h e y  
were t r i e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  most e a s t e r n  coun ty .  The i r o n y  o f  t h i s  was t h a t  
t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  J e f f e r s o n  County cou ld  remain no more i m p a r t i a l  t h a n  t h e i r  
s o u t h e r n  p e e r s :  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t r i a l  o f  mine un ion  p r e s i d e n t ,  C .  
F .  Keeney, t h e  d e f e n s e  a t t o r n e y  was f o r c e d  t o  a s k  f o r  a  change o f  venue.  
The c a s e s  were moved t o  Morgan County, b u t  l e g a l  s k i r m i s h e s  t h e r e  r e q u i r e d  
a  second move t o  G r e e n b r i e r  County. Many o f  t h e  s e n t e n c e s  pronounced were 
h a r s h  and were l a t e r  commuted o r  pardoned. 
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