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1. Name of Property 

other name/site number: Murray - Abrams House 
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2 -  Location 

street & number: 530 Louisiana Avenue 

not for publication: N A  

vicinity: N ~ A  

state: county: Hancock code: 2 zip code: 26034 

= 

3- Classification 
t 

Ownership of Property: Private 

' 'tegory of Property: Buildings .l 
Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing   on contributing 

0 buildings - 
sites 

objects 
0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N / A  

Name of related multiple property listing: N/A 



=is==============x=========--=7--- -------- ---- 
As the designated authority under the National Historic ~reservation Act 
f 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this X nomination 
quest for determination of eligibility meets th~ocumentation- 

for registering properties in the National Register of 
Kistoric Places and meets the procedural and professional re irements P meets set forth in 36 CFR Pa- 6 0 .  In my opinion, the property 

sheet""7 
not meet the ational Register Criteria- - n See continuation 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property - meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. - See continuation sheet. 
Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

3&- 1 

5 ,  National Park Service Certification 

entered in the National Register 
See continuation sheet. - determined eligible for the 

National Register 
See continuation sheet. - determined not eligible for the 

National Register - removed from the National Register 
- other (explain) : 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action - - 

6 .  Function or Use 

Historic: 

Current : 

Domestic - Single dwell in^ Sub : Residence 
S ~ r n n d n r v  S t t y l r t l l r p  Residence 

Domestic - Sinele dwelline Sub: Residence 
darv Structure Residence 



--p--s----------- ----- ,-------- ---- ---- - 
A;-chitectural Classification: 

t e  1 9 t h  and 2 0 t h  Century Reviva ls ;  American Movements 

Other Description: 

Materials: foundation Stone  roof S l a t e  
walls Bri ck other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance, -X- Sea continuation 
sheet. 

8. Statement of Significance 

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in 
relation to other properties : Local . 
Applicable National Register Criteria: 8, C 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) : N/A 

Areas of Significance: Architecture 
Industrv 

Period(s) of Significance: 1903 - 1925 

1905 Significant Dates : 1903 

Significant Person (s) : M,,,T,V. .Tames F r a s ~ r  

Cultural Affiliation: N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria 
considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
X- See continuation sheet. - 
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The Murray House o c c u p i e s  a l a r g e  l o t  w i t h  deep lawns and l a r g e  s h a d e  t r e e s  a t  
530 L o u i s i a n a  Avenue, C h e s t e r ,  Hancock County, West V i r g i n i a .  The e l e v a t e d  s i t e  
l e n d s  t h e  l a r g e  blond b r i c k  house ,  and i t s  2 1 / 2  s t o r y  frame dependency, a f o r m a l  
e l e g a n c e  t h a t  was more pronounced i n  t h e  e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r y  when t h e  house  s i t e  was 
devoid of t r e e s ,  and r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was l o c a t e d  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e  
from t h e  Murray home. O r i e n t e d  w i t h  a west- facing e n t r a n c e  e l e v a t i o n  and view of  
t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  Ohio R i v e r  Va l ley ,  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  house  i s  now p r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  
a door  a t  t h e  n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n ,  benea th  a deep porch and p o r t e  cochere .  

Designed i n  1904 by a r c h i t e c t  3. A. Snyder ,  of Beaver F a l l s ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  w a s  under taken  and completed i n  1905. The d a t e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  r e c o r d e d  
i n  a t i l e  a t  t h e  f r o n t  door .  An e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a r t  of t h e  home i s  t h e  
e n t r a n c e  v e s t i b u l e  w i t h  a mul l ioned door f rame and b r i l l i a n t  c o l l e c t i o n  of beve led  
and l eaded  s i d e  and transom l i g h t s .  G r i f f i n s ,  i n  e a r t h  t o n e s ,  are p a r t  of t h e  mosaic  
t i l e  f l o o r i n g  i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  v e s t i b u l e .  

Planned a s  a n  L, t h e  house  i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by s e v e r a l  pos t -Vic to r ian  d e s i g n  
e lements  t h a t  combine American Four Square  and Neo Classical Reviva l  f e a t u r e s .  S t a t e -  
covered i n t e r s e c t i n g  hipped r o o f s  and numerous hipped dormers draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  
r o o f ;  i ts  h i g h  corbel-capped b r i c k  chimneys complete  a d r a m a t i c  r o o f s c a p e .  Blond 
b r i c k  walls are p i e r c e d  w i t h  l a r g e  double-hung windows, a l l  w i t h  heavy s t o n e  l i n t e l s  
and s e v e r a l  w i t h  t r ansoms  c o n t a i n i n g  s t a i n e d  g l a s s .  S tone  quo in ing  a t  a l l  c o r n e r s  
of t h e  b u i l d i n g  add t o  t h e  fo rmal  q u a l i t y  of t h e  des ign .  Framing t h e  whole i s  a very  
deep wraparound porch  t h a t  o c c u p i e s  n e a r l y  a l l  of t h e  west and n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n s  a t  
t h e  ground l e v e l .  The wood I o n i c  porch columns and d e n t i l e d  c o r n i c e  a r e  t h e  h o u s e ' s  
p r i n c i p a l  classical f e a t u r e s .  

I n t e r i o r  s p a c e s  are i n t a c t  and w e l l  p rese rved .  Formal i ty  is  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  d e s i g n  
i n  t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  which c o n t a i n s  heavy, va rn i shed  trim, beamed c e i l i n g ,  and f l a n k -  
i n g  p a r l o r  doorways equipped w i t h  pocket  doors .  F i r e p l a c e s  a r e  b u i l t  w i t h  double- 
s t a c k  m a n t e l s ,  many w i t h  overmantel  m i r r o r s ,  and each w i t h  ceramic  t i l e - c l a d  f i r e b o x  
sur rounds .  Another s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  b u i l t - i n  d i n i n g  room c h i n a  
cupboard w i t h  oak d rawers  and double  g l a s s  doors .  

Dependency ( c o n t r i b u t i n g )  

The Murray "barn" was c o n s t r u c t e d  c .  1903. An i n t r i g u i n g  2 1 /2  s t o r y  f rame  
s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  e x h i b i t s  many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  American house  
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b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n .  B u i l t  on a r a i s e d  r e d  b r i c k  basement,  t h e  5 t h  S t r e e t  f a c a d e  i s  
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  rear w a l l  wich is " r e v e t e d , "  o r  embanked. The s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  gab le -  
on-hip roof  i s  covered w i t h  handsome p a t t e r n e d  g ray  slate. An o c t a g o n a l  l a n t e r n ,  
its roof  a l s o  covered i n  s l a te ,  is crowned w i t h  a s p e c t a c u l a r  copper  wea ther  vane  
- a n  e a g l e  w i t h  f u l l  wingspread.  Accenting t h e  v e r t i c a l  massing is a g a b l e  on e a c h  
of t h e  f o u r  roof  p l a n e s .  

A wide f r o n t  porch overhanging t h e  5 t h  S t r e e t  e n t r a n c e  i s  complete  w i t h  t u r n e d  
p o s t s ,  openwork wood b r a c k e t s ,  and b a l u s t r a d e  w i t h  t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s .  Other  l a t e  
V i c t o r i a n  d e t a i l s  i n c l u d e  i m b r i c a t e d  wood s h i n g l e s  i n  t h e  g a b l e  faces. 

The barn  was a p p a r e n t l y  des igned t o  f u n c t i o n  as a r e s i d e n c e  and o f f i c e  f o r  
James Murray. M r .  and Mrs. Murray l i v e d  i n  it w h i l e  t h e i r  l a r g e - b r i c k  house  was 
under  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  1905. 

The Murray House (purchased  i n  1944 by t h e  Abrams f a m i l y )  and barn  s e r v e  t o  i rn-  
p a r t  a s e n s e  of s t y l e  and l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a l e n t  among l o c a l  upper  c l a s s e s  o f  
t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  The r e s o u r c e s  a r e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  w e l l  p rese rved  and are 
s i g n i f i c a n t  r eminders  o f  e a r l i e r  l i f e w a y s  i n  West V i r g i n i a ' s  Northern Panhandle.  
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The Murray House and barn  meet C r i t e r i o n  B of t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  because  t h e y  
are a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  James F r a s e r  Murray, (1844-1925), an i n d i v i d u a l  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  
Northern Panhandle ' s  deve lop ing  o i l  i n d u s t r y .  The b u i l d i n g s  p o s s e s s e s  a d d i t i o n a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  under  C r i t e r i o n  C as o u t s t a n d i n g  examples of r e s i d e n t i a l  d e s i g n  and con- 
s t r u c t i o n  f o r  a n  upper  midd le  c l a s s  f a m i l y  i n  Hancock County, West V i r g i n i a ,  d u r i n g  
t h e  f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  

James F. Murray is  remembered as a spunky w i l d c a t t e r  i n  h i s  e a r l y  days ,  and i n  
h i s  mature  y e a r s  as a s u c c e s s f u l  o i l  o p e r a t o r  i n  West ~ i r g i n i a ' s  Northern Panhandle .  
Born i n  Oxford County,  Canada, i n  1844, t o  Scotch p a r e n t s ,  Murray l e f t  home a t  t h e  
a g e  of 18 t o  work as a d r i l l e r  a t  E n n i s k i l l i n ,  New Brunswick. A s h o r t  t i m e  later 
h e  moved t o  Pe t ro leum C e n t r e ,  Pennsylvania .  The wes te rn  Pennsylvania  o i l  f i e l d s  were 
t o  t e a c h  Murray much about  t h e  booming i n d u s t r y .  Murray found work a t  P i t  Hole ,  
Shamburg, McCreg H i l l ,  T i d i o u t e ,  S t .  J o e  ( B u t l e r  County) ,  Bradford,  and Ball town. 
I n  many of t h e s e  p l a c e s  Murray went b r o k e ,  and,  i n  h i s  own words, h e  was " t h r e e  thou- 

) sand d o l l a r s  worse  o f f  t h a n  nothing."  Fol lowing s e v e r a l  f a i l u r e s  i n  d r i l l i n g  and 
l e a s i n g  v e n t u r e s ,  Murray went t o  New Cumberland, WV, where h e  d r i l l e d  e i g h t  w e l l s  
f o r  t h e  Mqck B r i c k  Company. Murray a l s o  purchased o i l  and g a s  l e a s e s  i n  Hancock 
County and Beaver County,  Pennsylvania .  A f t e r  p a r t n e r i n g  himself  w i t h  Mark Miller, 
o f  S i s t e r s v i l l e ,  WV, 28 s u c c e s s f u l  w e l l s  i n  t h e  Carson f i e l d s  were developed.  

I n  many r e s p e c t s ,  Murray 's  c a r e e r  p a r a l l e l s  t h e  development of t h e  West V i r g i n i a  
o i l  i n d u s t r y .  Beginning w i t h  small, f ly-by-night p a r t n e r s h i p s  o r  companies,  o f t e n  
c a l l e d  w i l d c a t  o p e r a t i o n s ,  f i e l d s  were e v e n t u a l l y  developed and r i c h e r  companies a r r i v -  
ed  t o  buy o r  lease e x t e n s i v e  a c r e a g e s .  Many small o p e r a t i o n s  were t h u s  bought o u t  
and c o n s o l i d a t e d  i n t o  more powerful  companies. It was men l i k e  Murray, whose p a t i e n c e  
and p e r s e v e r a n c e ,  and wide e x p e r i e n c e  i n  wes te rn  Pennsy lvan ia  f i e l d s ,  b u i l t  t h e  West 
V i r g i n i a  o i l  i n d u s t r y  i n t o  one of t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  producing a r e a s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  
1 9 t h  and e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  Indeed,  t h e  S i s t e r s v i l l e  f i e l d  would be known by 1893 
as t h e  w o r l d ' s  l a r g e s t  producing a r e a  ( s e e  Thoenen, H i s t o r y  of t h e  O i l  and Gas I n d u s t r y  
i n  West V i r g i n i a ,  p. 207).  -- 

The house  commissioned by James F. Murray a t  C h e s t e r ,  West V i r g i n i a ,  was des igned  
by Beaver F a l l s ,  P e n n s y l v a n i a ,  a r c h i t e c t  J. A.  Snyder. It was b u i l t  i n  1905 above 
t h e  town i n  t h e  C h e s t e r  R o l l i n g  M i l l s  Company Addi t ion .  P o s s i b l y  t h e  f i n e s t  house  
b u i l t  up t o  t h a t  time i n  t h e  community, t h e  Murrays l i v e d  i n  a  s p l e n d i d  2  1 / 2  s t o r y  
I ?  barn" a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  house  s i t e  w i l e  t h e  house was under  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  f rame  
s t r u c t u r e  w a s  comple te ly  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  t i l e - c l a d  f i r e p l a c e s ,  e l a b o r a t e  mi l lwork ,  
and s team h e a t .  The b u i l d i n g ' s  copper wea ther  vane ,  w i t h  i t s  e a g l e  f i n i a l ,  is  one 
of t h e  l a r g e s t  and f i n e s t  known i n  West V i r g i n i a .  

i 
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I n  t h e  J u l y  1907 i s s u e  of t h e  I l l u s t r a t e d  North American, a p e r i o d i c a l  high- 
l i g h t i n g  t h e  c a r e e r s  of " c a p t a i n s  and l e a d e r s  of commercial p r o g r e s s , "  James F r a s e r  
Murray was g iven  a two-page b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h .  The f o l l o w i n g  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  Murray 's  
house  are e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g :  

A t  C h e s t e r ,  W.Va., which is 800 f e e t  above t h e  sea l e v e l ,  over look ing  t h e  
p i c t u r e s q u e  Ohio R i v e r ,  and commanding a view t h a t  would f i l l  t h e  s o u l  o f  a n  
a r t i s t  w i t h  e c s t a s y ,  i s  a m a g n i f i c e n t  Shawnee b r i c k  home, w i t h  every  known 
modern convenience.  Here no r e c e n t  i n v e n t i o n  t e n d i n g  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
comfor t  and p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  of t h e  home i s  miss ing .  T h i s  i s  t h e  
home t h a t  Mr. Murray promised h i s  w i f e ;  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of h i s  dreams 
o f  l o n g  ago when h i s  pathway was o b s t r u c t e d  by a p p a r e n t l y  insurmountab le  ob- 
stacles, b u t  which h e  f i n a l l y  swept a s i d e  and passed on t o  r h e  j u s t  reward 
which awaits t h e  man who does  n o t  know t h e  meaning of t h e  word discouragement .  

) 
Even M r .  Murray 's  ba rn  is  as complete  as many a  p a l a t i a l  r e s i d e n c e ,  

b e i n g  equipped w i t h  p e r f e c t  e l e c t r i c  l i g h t i n g  and steam h e a t i n g  sys tems ,  to -  
g e t h e r  w i t h  a modern f i r e  a p p a r a t u s .  Our s u b j e c t  is  v e r y  fond of h o r s e s  and 
h e  h a s  some of  t h e  f i n e s t  blooded s t o c k  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  

I n  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  home, which w a s  on ly  r e c e n t l y  completed,  Mr. Murray 
can  view t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  walks  and dr iveways,  and t h e  f i n e l y  k e p t  grounds w i t h  
e v i d e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Having a t t a i n e d  about  a l l  a man s t r u g g l e s  f o r  i n  t h i s  
workaday wor ld ,  h e  can  r e s t  i n  t h i s  p i c t u r e s q u e  s p o t  and f i n d  sweet s o l e  
s o l a c e  i n  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t  h i s  many b a t t l e s  f o r  supremacy were n o t  i n  v a i n  
a f t e r  a l l .  

The Murray House combines s e v e r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e s .  Cubic and r e c t a n g u l a r  
massing recalls c e r t a i n  e lements  of t h e  American Four Square  s t y l e .  A tower ,  a t  
t h e  sou thwes t  c o r n e r ,  is  d e c i d e d l y  P o s t  V i c t o r i a n ,  though i t s  concave mansard b a s e  
and ogee roof  l i n e  are Queen Anne i n  s p i r i t .  Above a l l ,  t h e  house  f e a t u r e s  Neo 
Classical R e v i v a l  d e s i g n  e lements .  These  appear  i n  t h e  handsome wood I o n i c  columns 
of t h e  wraparound porch,  and i n  t h e  nor th - fac ing  p o r t e  cochere .  The c o r n i c e  o f  bo th  
t h e  porch and house  i s  d e n t i l e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  c o r n i c e  of t h e  main block of t h e  house  
is  suppor ted  w i t h  block m o d i l l i o n s .  

The Murray House and dependency are unusua l ly  f i n e  examples of p e r i o d  house  
b u i l d i n g  i n  Hancock County. They compare f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  houses  i n  t h e  o l d e r  neighbor-  
hood of E a s t  L i b e r t y ,  Highland Park ,  and Oakland i n  P i t t s b u r g h ,  Pennsy lvan ia ,  30 m i l e s  
t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  

Pe r iod  of S i g n i f i c a n c e  

The p e r i o d  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  beg ins  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  barn c. 1903, 
and e x t e n d s  th rough  t h e  d a t e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  house  i n  1905, t o  t h e  d a t e  of 
James Murray 's  d e a t h  i n  1925. 
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Other -- Specify Repository: Owner. Ms. Leona Abrams. 530 Louisiana Ave., Ches t e r ,  hJV 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property: 1 

UTM References: Zone Easting N o r t h i p q  Zone Easting Northing 

A 1L 537080 4495520 c B - - D - 
- See coxtinuation sheet- 

Verbal Boundary Description: - See continuation sheet, 
I n c l u s i v e  of Pa rce l  #67 ,  an L-shaped l o t  a t  t h e  c o m e r  of 5 t h  S t .  and Louisiana Ave., 
Hancock Co. Assessor ' s  Map, Chester  Corporat ion,  D i s t r i c t  Map #5,  January 1961. 

Boundary Justification: - See continuation sheet, 
The nominated proper ty  is  i n c l u s i v e  of land h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s soc i a t ed  wi th  t h e  house a t  
530 Louis iana  Avenue, Chester .  

- .' 
11. Fonn Prepared By 

Name/Title: Rodnev S.  C o l l i n s ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s to r i an  

O?qanlZatl~n: wv n, . v, . s, . nn nf cIll + l l rp  8 Hi q t n r v  Date: ~ ~ ~ i l  76 1990 

Street & Number: The C u l t u r a l  Center Telephone : 304-348-0240 

City or Town: c h a m t o n  State:= ZIP: 25305 
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