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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  Jr., Log House sits vacant  now, loca t ed  i n  an open f i e l d  
j u s t  wes t  of t h e  s i t e  of  t h e  r a t h e r  l a r g e  1770 ' s  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  'mown a s  P r i c k e t t s  
F o r t  ( p r e s e n t l y  l i s t e d  on t h e  National  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s ) .  I t  is a  sma l l ,  
r e c t a n g u l a r  bu i ld ing  s i m i l a r  t o  s o  many l o g  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  served s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  
Appalachian Mountains and on i t s  western p l a t e a u  through the  l a t t e r  p a r t  of t h e  
e i g h t e e n t h  and f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n ine t een th  c e n t u r i e s .  

i= A l a r g e  s t o n e  chimney on t h e  southwest s i d e  i s  t h e  dominant e x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e ,  
- b u t  it i s  s i m p l i c i t y  of l i n e s  and ev ident  crude c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  enphasize i t s  f r o n t i e r  

o r i g i n s .  The two-story, hewn-log bu i ld ing  has a  g a b l e  roof t h a t  i s  covered w i t h  
shakes ( t h e s e  r ep l aced  a  composition sh ing le  roof i n  1976).  A s  wi th  many l o g  s t r u c t u r e s  
d a t i n g  from t h e  e igh teen th  century ,  t h e r e  a r e  few openings. A door i s  a t  t h e  wes t  
co rne r  of  t h e  sandstone-walled c e l l a r  (a no tab le  f e a t u r e  i n  i t s e l f ) ,  and t h e r e  a r e  
doors  a t  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Only two windows, both on t h e  main 
l e v e l ,  have been c u t  i n t o  t h e  log  w a l l s ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  two openings i n  each gab le  
end (only  one, near  t h e  chimney, is  o r i g i n a l ,  w i th  o t h e r s  having been added sometime 
between 1914 and 1940) and two ven t s  i n  t h e  s t o n e  w a l l s  of t h e  c e l l a r .  

I n t e r i o r  l a y o u t  and design is  a s  p l a i n  and s imple a s  the e x t e r i o r ;  it c o n s i s t s  
of a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  rcom (approximately 15 '  x 2 0 ' )  on each f l o o r .  C e l l a r  wa l l s  d i s p l a y  
s i z a b l e  rough-cut s t o n e s  t h a t  came from a nearby qua r ry ,  the f i r s t  f l o o r  i nc ludes  the 
, o l e  f i r e p l a c e ,  and winding s t a i r s  l oca t ed  t o  the s i d e  of t h e  f i r e p l a c e  l e a d  t o  t h e  
l o f t .  

The house remains l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  s i n c e  cons t ruc t ion .  Its r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  appa ren t ly  
had a " s tone  room" extens ion  a t  t h e  c e l l a r  l e v e l  a t  one time. @en porches have 
been removed because of t h e i r  d e t e r i o r a t e d  s t a t e .  M i s s  I r ene  P r i c k e t t ,  a  descendant 
of  t h e  b u i l d e r  who remembers t h e  bui ld ing  a s  e a r l y  a s  about  1915, s a i d  "major r enova t ions"  
were undertaken i n  t h e  1938-40 per iod  when daubing was redone, a  coinposition s h i n g l e  
roof p u t  on, t h e  s t o n e  chimney repoin ted  i n  s e c t i o n s  and a  cement f l o o r  l a i d  i n  t h e  
c e l l a r .  E l e c t r i c i t y  was brought  i n  f o r  a whi le ,  b u t  it has been disconnected;  t h e r e  
i s  no plumbing i n  t h e  house. 

Ne i the r  ou tbu i ld ings  nor dependencies remain on t h e  grounds, b u t  t h e r e  was a 
spr inghouse  and/or milkhouse t o  t h e  r e a r  a t  one t i n e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  land around 
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  had always included f lowering p l a n t s ,  f r u i t  t r e e s  and vegetab les  f o r  
t h e  enjoyment and b e n e f i t  o f  i ts  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  w i th  grape  v i n e s ,  pea r  t r e e s ,  che r ry  
t r e e s  and apple t r e e s  i n  abundence. Without c u l t i v a t i o n ,  however, most of t h e s e  have 
e i t h e r  d i e d  o f f  o r  d e t e r i o r a t e d .  

P r i c k e t t s  F o r t  Memorial Foundation, p r e s e n t  owner of t h e  p r o p e r t y , i s  cons ide r ing  
methods of  i nco r>ora t ing  t h e  Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  Jr . ,  Log House i n t o  t h e  i n t e r p r e t i v e  and 
l i v i n g  h i s t o r y  programs p r e s e n t l y  operated a t  P r i c k e t t s  F o r t  S t a t e  Park. 
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The nominated proper ty  includes a l l  of the  approximately 9.5 ac res  owned by 
t h e  P r i c k e t t s  F o r t  Memorial Foundation. While the  house and i t s  immediate 
surroundings comprise only about 1 / 2  a c r e ,  t h e  a rea  included extends t o  a s e r i e s  
of r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  near t h e  s i t e  of P r i c k e t t s  For t  ( see  accompanying map). This 
e n t i r e  s e c t i o n  was p a r t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  P r i c k e t t  se t t lement  and provides a connection 
between the  f o r t  and t h e  log house. In  add i t ion ,  both p r e h i s t o r i c  and h i s t o r i c  
archeologica l  p o t e n t i a l  must be considered r a t h e r  good, f o r  the  Monongalia River a t  
t h e  mouth of nearby P r i c k e t t s  Creek was frequented by Indians long befor  white 
se t t l ement ,  and a c t i v i t y  r e l a t e d  t o  the  f o r t  and l a t e r  se t t lement  dispersed over much 
of t h e  land. 
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-INVENTION 

-. 

SPECIFIC DATES BUI LDER/ARCHITECT 
c .  1 7 8 1 J a c o b P r i c k e t + -  Jr 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  n o r t h e a s t  of present-day Fairmont,  s e a t  05 Marion County, 
West V i r g i n i a ,  a  s t ream c a l l e d  P r i c k e t t s  Creek empties i n t o  t h e  Monongahela 
River  t o  head no r th  t o  P i t t s b u r g h  and t h e  Ohio. J u s t  a  l i t t l e  more than  two 
c e n t u r i e s  ago a  small  s e t t l e m e n t  and f o r t  dominated t h e  h i l l  overlooking t h e  
confluence and t h e  land  i n  t h e  surrounding area .  The Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  J r . ,  Log 
House was a  product  of t h e  f o r c e s  a t  work a t  t h a t  t ime and p l a c e ,  and it remains 
today a s  an example of a  s t u r d y  farnhouse r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
of  t h i s  p e r i o d  of exp lo ra t ion  and se t t lement .  

The P r i c k e t t  fami ly  had s lowly emigrated westward from t h e  middle ~ t l a n t i c  
s e c t i o n .  By t h e  1740's  o r  1750 ' s  Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  S r . ,  had loca t ed  i n  t h e  
Great  Val ley  of V i rg in i a ,  and from Winchester he engage3 i n  t r ad ing  and explor ing  
f o r a y s  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  A t  one time P r i c k e t t  a p ~ a r e n t l y  d id  somc reconnaissance 
work f o r  t h e  Ohio Company, an  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  had ~ l a n s  f o r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and 
development of t h e  ~ p p a l a c h i a n s  and west. Jacob, Jr. was born i n  1758, a 
s h o r t  t ime be fo re  t h e  e x p l o r e r  is be i ieved  t o  have begun ope ra t ing  a  t r ad ing  
p o s t  on t h e  banks of t h e  ~ o n o n g a h e l a  near  P r i c k e t t s  Creek. It was a  time 
of t u rmoi l  and upheaval on t h e  f r o n t i e r ;  t he  French and Indian  War had a  d i r e c t  
a f f e c t  on thefippalachian P la t eau ,  a-nd P o n t i a c ' s  Rebel l ion helped t o  c l o s e  t h e  
wes t  a t  t h e  Proclamation Line. 

About 1772 Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  S r . ,  s t a r t e d  what would become a permanent 
nettl .ement on t h e  s i t e  of h i s  former t r ad ing  p o s t ,  and h i s  fou r t een  year  o l d  
son was d e s t i n e d  t o  p l ay  a  p a r t  i n  a r e a  development u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1826. 
The f r o n t i e r  was s t i l l  t u r b u l e n t  i n t o  t h e  1770 ' s .  Such occurrences a s  t h e  
murder of t h e  family of  t h e  Mingo Indian  c a l l e d  Logan and t h e  r e t a l i a t i o n  it 
n a t u r a l l y  produced soon spawned necessary  a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of V i r g i n i a ' s  
government, o r  a t  l e a s t  gave Lord Dunmore, t h e  governor ,  an excuse t o  a c t  
a g a i n s t  t h e  n a t i v e s .  Es tab l i sh i ien t  of a  l i n e  of  defenses  was u ~ d e r t a k e n ,  and 
Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  S r . ,  oversaw t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a  comparatively l a r g e  pa l i saded  
l o g  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  would s e r v e  a s  a  re fuge  f o r  h i s  s ec t ion .  

Jacob, Jr., was only  s i x t e e n  when Dunmore's War commenced, b u t  as an 
able-bodied person he had a r o l e  i n  helping b u i l d  t h e  f o r t  and defend t h e  
s e t t l e r s ,  some e i g h t y  f a m i l i e s  of whom were s a i d  t o  have gathered behind t h e  
w a l l s  a t  t i iaes.  During ensuing t r o u b l e s  Jacob,  Jr., apparent ly  continued i n  
t h e  rank of p r i v a t e  of Monongalia County ( t h e  a r e a  was p a r t  of t h a t  county a t  
t h e  t ime) m i l i t i a .  
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Immediate danger must have ended by t h e  l a t e  1770 ' s  f o r  t h e  young P r i c k e t t  
marr ied i n  1779, and i n  1781 he and h i s  wife  moved i n t o  t h e i r  new log  house 
t o  s e t t l e  i n t o  a l i f e  of farming. H i s  f ami ly  had been prominent i n  p ioneer ing  
e f f o r t s  here ;  i t  was on ly  f i t t i n g  t h a t  he and h i s  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  should 
r e a p  b e n e f i t s  of a  more s t a b l e  t ime which they helped t o  s ecu re .  

The house t h a t  Jacob ,  J r . ,  b u i l t  was almost  c e r t a i n l y  s i m i l a r  t o  many 
o t h e r s t h a t  nearby s e t t l e r s  cons t ruc t ed .  Although smal l  by t o d a y ' s  s t anda rds  
(and s u r e l y  cramped when h i s  twelve c h i l d r e n  shared i t ) ,  it was s o l i d  and 
s u b s t a n t i a l  a s  a  home f o r  a  young fami ly  only one s t e p  removed from t h e  opening 
of  permanent s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  a rea .  

Stone f o r  t h e  foundat ion  and chimney were ob ta ined  a t  a  qua r ry  l oca t ed  
s e v e r a l  hundred ya rds  from t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i t e .  A f u l l  c e l l a r  was inc luded ,  
marking an  important  d e p a r t u r e  from those  log  houses w i t h  s i l l s  p laced  on a 
low foundat ion.  The approximately 15 '  x 20' r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e  had two s t o r i e s  
w i t h  a  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  Logs about  12" i n  d i a -  
meter  were c u t  from t r e e s  on t h e  p rope r ty ,  hewn on t h e  s i d e s ,  and l a i d  with a  
s imple  V-notch p a t t e r n .  It was t o  be a  p r a c t i c a l  dwel l ing .  

The b u i l d i n g  served  a s  a  r e s idence  f o r  var ious  P r i c k e t t  f a m i l i e s  u n t i l  
about  1875, b u t  it passed t o  o t h e r  hands,  even tua l ly  t o  be  used mostly f o r  
s t o r a g e  a f t e r  about  1900. A Pr i cke t t  descendant bought t h e  ~ r o ~ e r t y b a c k  i n  
1914, us ing  it a s  a  short- term r e s idence  a s  we l l  a s  f o r  s p e c i a l  family events  
and s t o r a g e .  I n  1975 t h e  Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  Jr. Log House was donated t o  t h e  P r i c k e t t s  
F o r t  Memorial Foundation. I t  is f i t t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  bu i id ing  of t h e  
a r e a ' s  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  pe r iod  is now s l a t e d  f o r  cont inued p r e s e r v a t i o n  and r euse .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 
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The boundary of t h e  J a c o b  P r i c k e t t ,  Jr., Log H o x e  is  shown as a r e d  l i n e  on t h e  
accompanying map e n t i t l e d  " P r o p e r t y  Conveyed t o  P r i c k e t t s  F o r t  Foundat ion"  
d a t e d  September 1975. 
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The Pill t ~ l r a l  C e n t e r .  W ' t n l  Complex (304)  34 
CITY OR TOWN 

8-0244 
STATE 

THE EVALUATED SlGNlFlCANCE OFTHlS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National H~storic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according t o  .the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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In t e rv i ew  of  M i s s  I r e n e  P r i c k e t t  by James E. Harding, October 4 ,  1978, a t  t h e  
Jacob  P r i c k e t t ,  J r . ,  Log House. On f i l e  wi th  t h e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  
Un i t ,  Department of Cu l tu re  and Hi s to ry ,  Char les ton ,  W. Va. 

Tough, Glenn D. Now and Long Ago: A H i s t o r y  of t h e  Marion County Area N . P . ,  1969. t 
I 

Smyth, George A . ,  A I A .  "A Study f o r  t h e  Res to ra t i on  of t h e  Jacob P r i c k e t t ,  Jr. 
House, P r i c k e t t s  F o r t ,  Fairmont,  West Virginia ' . '  Report prepared a t  Morgantown, 
W. Va., J u l y ,  1978. I 

Spevock, Frank. A Local H i s to ry -  Montana Mines, W. V a .  (?)  : by t h e  
au tho r  (? )  , 1961. 








