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The s i t e  of the  Indian Cave Petroglyphs waj f i r s t  repor ted  by W.H. Holmes 
of t h e  Bureau of American Ethnology who v i s i t e d  t h e r e  i n  1889. He descr ibed  
t h e  petroglyphs a s  occupying an a rea  of  twenty f e e t  by four  f e e t  on t h e  back 
w a l l  of a rockshe l te r .  The petroglyphs were descr ibed a s  being comprised of  
dea th  heads, a human head o r  f ace ,  t h r e e  c ranes  o r  turkeys,  t h r e e  mountain l i o n s ,  
two r a t t l e snakes ,  one t u r t l e ,  a hand, a s t a r ,  two t r acks  and a few undef inable  
c h a r a c t e r s .  Holmes ind ica t ed  t h a t  hemat i te  had probably been used i n  many p l a c e s  
on t h e  petroglyphs but  t h a t  i t  had weathered away except f o r  t r a c e s  i n  p a r t s  of  
a few f igu res .  

Besides recording and drawing t h e  petroglyphs, Holmes excavated the  s h e l t e r .  
He uncovered hamers tones  and small  p i eces  of worked hemati te  that: were probably 
used i n  executing the  petroglyphs.  He a l s o  found p o t t e r y  tempered w i t h  e i t h e r  
s h e l l  o r  g r i t .  The po t t e ry  i n d i c a t e s  an occupation o r  occupat ions between A.D. 
500 and A.D. 1675. 

Garrick Mallery mentioned t h e  petroglyphs i n  h i s  P i c t u r e  Wri t ing  of  t h e  
American Indians i n  1889. However, he merely quoted Holmes' r e p o r t  and reproduced 
h i s  drawings. 

In 1958 an account of t h i s  s i t e  was published by William E. Davies i n  
Caverns -- of West Virginia .  He descr ibed  t h e  cave a s  a " she l t e r ,  ova l  i n  shape, 
twenty f e e t  wide and four  t o  f i v e  f e e t  h igh .  . .on t h e  wa l l s  a r e  numerous p i c t o -  
graphs.  . .depic t ing  t u r t l e s ,  foxes,  r a t t l e s n a k e s ,  b i r d s ,  f i s h .  . . ' I  He a l s o  
noted  t h a t  t h e r e  was a human hand and t h a t  t h e  drawings were t i n t e d  wi th  b a r e l y  
d i s c e r n a b l e  co lors .  Davies a l s o  publ ished a drawing of t h e  petroglyphs,  i n c l u d i n g  
two human f i g u r e s  on the  f r o n t  of  t h e  cave above t h e  en t rance ,  which were mentioned 
b u t  no t  drawn by Holmes. ~ a v i e s '  drawings c l o s e l y  correspond t o  t hose  Holrnes had 
done 63 years  e a r l i e r .  

More recent ly ,  t he  s i t e  has  been s tud ied  by James L. Swauger. I n  October 
1970, he d is t inguished  26 designs i n s i d e  t h e  s h e l t e r  corresponding t o  t hose  of  
Holmes, but  he did not  f i nd  t h e  human f i g u r e s  a t  t h e  s h e l t e r  en t rance .  He a l s o  
noted  t h e  presence of "red co lo r ing  mat te r"  s t i l l  preserved i n  some of t h e  f i g u r e s .  
Swauger charac te r ized  t h e  designs a s  one s t a r ,  t h r e e  b i r d s ,  one thunderb i rd ,  one 
human form, one human hand, fou r  human heads,  one human e x t e r n a l  female g e n i t a l i a  
(which Holmes d id  not  d e s c r i b e ) ,  two animals ,  two deer  t racks ,  one panther ,  one 
11 U 11 -shaped t rack ,  two f i s h ,  two r a t t l e s n a k e s ,  one t u r t l e ,  one concen t r i c  c i r c l e  

and t h r e e  a b s t r a c t  f i g u r e s .  
These petroglyphs a r e  v i r t u a l l y  unchanged today. S i tua t ed  i n  t h e  Dunkard 

S e r i e s  Sandstone a t  an e l e v a t i o n  of about 1200 f e e t ,  they  appear from t h e  p a s t u r e  
below t o  be only two boulders  s tanding  on t h e  h i l l s i d e .  

The f i g u r e s  were executed by two methods. In  one t h e  f i g u r e  was o u t l i n e d  
by grooves pecked and rubbed i n t o  t h e  sandstone.  The o t h e r  method was by rubbing 
t h e  s u r f a c e  so  t h a t  t he  e n t i r e  form of t h e  f i g u r e  was depressed. Red ochre  o r  
hema t i t e  was employed t o  d e l i n e a t e  t h e  l i f e  l i n e s  of two animals,  and aga in  upon 
p a r t s  of  a f ace  and a b i r d  f i g u r e .  The f i g u r e s  on t h e  e x t e r i o r  of t h e  s h e l t e r  
have been so  severe ly  weathered t h a t  they  a r e  bare ly  and incompletely v i s i b l e .  
A l l  t h a t  can be observed now a r e  a few meaningless l i n e s .  The f i g u r e s  w i t h i n  
t h e  d r i p l i n e  o f  t he  s h e l t e r  a r e  remarkably w e l l  preserved.  
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The Indian Cave Petroglyphs S i t e  (46 Hs 1) i s  f i n e  example of gross  
Indian rock a r t .  It i s  not c e r t a i n l y  known which c u l t u r e  grooved and pecked 
t h e  f i g u r e s  i n t o  t h e  rock, p r e c i s e l y  when they were made, o r  why they were made. 
It i s  supposed t h a t  they were made by Late P reh i s to r i c  peoples, but  it i s  unknown 
whether they were carved f o r  r e l i g i o u s  reasons, f o r  communication o r  j u s t  a s  an 
expression of a r t .  

The designs on t h i s  petroglyph a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  many others  i n  t h e  upper Ohio 
Valley. Birds a r e  a  common motif i n  t h i s  a rea  a s  a r e  panthers, X-ray designs,  
deer  t r acks  and human forms. The r a t t l e s n a k e  design is  r e l a t i v e l y  r a r e ,  and the  
f i s h  i s  a unique design among those  petroglyphs s tudied  i n  the  upper Ohio Valley 
area .  Also unique i s  the  presence of t r a c e s  of red ochre preserved i n  p a r t s  of 
seve ra l  figu;es. The use of hemati te  o r  red ochre t o  o u t l i n e  f ea tu res  on a 
petroglyph may not  have been an uncommon prac t i ce ,  but few such petroglyphs have 
been reported.  The Indian Cave S i t e  i s  one of only a few s i t e s  i n  the  e a s t e r n  
United S t a t e s  where red pigment remains have been found associated wi th  petro-  
glyphs 

In  1890 W.H. Holmes s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Indian Cave Petroglyphs were "ca re fu l ly  
e labora ted  and well  preserved" (Holmes: 217). Since t h a t  time, o thers  have 
remarked on the  qua l i ty  of the  execution of the  f i g u r e s  and the  f a c t  t h a t  t r a c e s  
of the  red pigment have survived. 
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