
Form No 10.300 R E V .  1 9 / 7 7 )  

C I h ! T t D S T A T t S  D E P A R T L I E S T  OF T H E  1hTERIOK 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES R ECEWED 

INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS I N  HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE A L L  ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAME 
HISTORIC 

Hun te rsv i l l s  - Presbyter ian Church 
AND/OR COMMON 

H u n t e r s v i l l e  Presbyter ian Church 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

County Route 2 1  a t  West V i r g i n i a  ~ o u ~ B ~ ~ N ~ T F ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ T ~ ~ ~  - 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Hun te rsv i l l e  - VICINITY OF Second 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

West V i r g i n i a  54 Pocahontas 075 
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CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
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-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK IN  PROGRESS 
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-EDUCATIONAL -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 
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Presbyterycof  Greenbr ie r  
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Char les ton  - VICINI~Y OF ' West V i r g i n i a  25311 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
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a DESCRIPTION 

CONOiTION CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED X-ORIGINAL SITE 

XGOOD -RUINS XALTEREO -MOVED DATF 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 
-- --- - 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The B u n r e r s v i l l e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church i s  an example o f  v e r n a c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
adapted  t o  a sma l l ,  r u r a l  community i n  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  The b u i l d i n g  
i s  e c l e c t i c  i n  t h a t  i t  combines f e a t u r e s  t h a t  may b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  
s t y l e s  ( e - g . ,  Greek Revival  s i m p l i c i t y  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e c t a n g u l a r  b l o c k  w i t h  
smooth w a l l  s u r f a c e s ,  Ca rpen te r s '  Gothic  i n  t h e  s teep-gabled dormers t h a t  used t o  
b e  a t  t h e  f o u r t h  l e v e l  of t h e  stair tower-steeple ,  and s imp le  Vic to r i an -e ra  
f l o u r i s h e s  i n  such d e t a i l s  as t h e  a t t r a c t i v e  c o r n i c e  b r a c k e t s  and the  c i r c u l a r  
l i g h t  above t h e  main en t r ance ) .  O v e r a l l  l i n e s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  t echn iques ,  however, 
are l o c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  by s k i l l e d  c raf t smen.  

The combination church-lodge h a l l  i s  l o c a t e d  c e n t r a l l y  o n  an open l o t .  
B a s i c a l l y  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  shape (wi th  a th ree - t i e r ed  s t a i . r  tower a t  the f r o n t  and 
a l ean - to  shed a t  t h e  r e a r ) ,  t h e  frame b u i l d i n g  i s  two s t o r i e s  h igh ,  has a th ree -  
bay  dep th  and two-bay width ,  and i s  topped by a gabled roof  ( t h e  tower h a s  a 
hipped r o o f )  . 

S'iillple and s-ymmetrical a p t l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  e x t e r i o r  dimensions and  f e a t u r e s .  
There are t h r e e  windows p e r  f l o o r  on each s i d e  ( a l l  have 6 /6  l i g h t ,  double-hung 
s a s h ,  b u t  t h o s e  i n  t h e  church a r e  t a l l e r  t han  those  i n  t h e  lodge)  w i t h  none a t  
t h e  rear excep t  a sma l l  opening i n  t h e n o r t h  c o r n c r o f t h e  s h e d . D i s t i n c t i o n  is  
provided  i n  the stair tower-entrance h a l l ,  f o r  i t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  w a l l  s u r f a c e s  are 
broken more f r e q u e n t l y  and t h e  r e c e s s i n g  of t h e  t i e r s  o f f e r s  r e l i e f .  The f i r s t  
f l o o r  c o n t a i n s  t h e  o n l y  door i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  wh i l e  t h e  l e v e l s  above i n c l u d e  
windows o r  louvered  openings,  Two chimneys, one on e i t h e r  s i d e  -of t h e  s tzuc ture ,  - 

- -  . - - are t h e  o n l y  elements  t h a t  i n t e t r n p t  t h e  r a t h e r  low p i t c h  a£ the'isbof - - 
E x t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n  i s  l i m i t e d  and low key.  Cornices  (except  at t h e  r e a r )  are 

r e g u l a r l y  broken by unique b r a c k e t s .  These q u a r t e r - c i r c l e  c u t o u t s  w i t h  pendents  
appea r  i n  p a i r s  above windows and a t  t h e  c o m e r s .  The four-panel  e n t r a n c e  door  
i s  surrounded by s i d e l i g h t s  and o v e r l i g h t ,  w i th  d i s t i n c t i v e  c o n s o l e s  s e p a r a t i n g  
t h e s e  f e a t u r e s .  Add i t i ona l ly ,  above t h e  en t r ance  i s  a c i r c u l a r  window c o n t a i n i n g  
g e o m e t r i c a l l y  d iv ided  panes. Perhaps t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  a n 4  a t t r a c t i v e  d e c o r a t i v e  
element ,  however, i s  t h e  weathewane  a t o p  t h e  t o w e r ; i t i s  i n  t h e d e s i g n  of t h e  
>fasonic synbol  . 

The i n t e r i o r  c o n s i s t s  of a l a r g e  sanc tua ry  w i t h  a n  a s s o c i a t e d  v e s t i b u l e  o n  the 
f i r s t  f l o o r  ( t h e r e  is a g a l l e r y  a t  t h e  r e a r ) ,  a lodge  h a l l  w i t h  anteroom o n  t h e  
second f l o o r ,  and a s t a i r  tower w i t h  a smal l  "Session ~ o o m "  a t  t h e  second l e v e l .  
The s a n c t u a r y  i s  en te red  through e i t h e r  o f  tk-o doors  in t h e  v e s t i b u l e ,  and t h e  
p u l p i t  area i s  approached a long  a i s l e s  between rows of pews. Although t h e  f u r n i s k -  
i n g s  a r e  p l e a s i n g ,  f u n c t i o n  i s  t h e  p r i a a r y  cons ide ra t ion ,  e v i d e n t  even i n  t h e  wood- 
burn ing  s t o v e s  placed about  midway a long  t h e  s i d e  row of pews. Four  s e t s  of  
suppor t ing  p o s t s  break  t h e  i n t e r i o r  l i n e s .  

Th i s  b a s i c  f l o o r  des ign  i s  r epea t ed  i n  t h e  lodge h a l l ,  excep t  t h a t  ceremonial  
t r a p p i n g s  of Freemasonry r e p l a c e  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  symbols of t h e  church .  A r a i s e d  
f l o o r ,  about  f o u r  f e e t  deep,  i s  a t  e i t h e r  s i d e ,  and t h e r e  are e l e v a t e d  p l a t f o r m s  

o r  d a i s e s  a t  each end. 
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S p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i nc lude  t h e  open-well, c lo sed - s t r ing  stair  
w i t h  i ts  r e c e s s e d  pane l s ,  t u rned  b a l u s t e r s  and pendents ,  and i n t r i c a t e  newels w i t h  
b a l l  f i n i a l s .  There a r e  a l s o  embellishments i n  t h e  lodge  h a l l ,  such as t h e  
d e c o r a t i v e  wooden a r c h  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of t he  r e a r  w a l l .  

Few a l t e r a t i o n s  have been made t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  s i n c e  t h e  second f l o o r  ( lodge 
h a l l )  and s t a i r  tower a d d i t i o n s  were completed i n  1896.  A picket f ence  has been 
taken  down, and a f o u r t h  t i e r  of t h e  tower ( i t  had steep-gabled w a l l  dormers and 
a high-pi tched r o o f )  was removed. The only  o u t b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  p r i v y  a t  t h e  r e a r  
of t h e  p rope r ty .  



a SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - -  CHECK A N D  JUSTIFY BELOW 

P'IEHISTOHIC A R C H E O L O G Y - P R E H I S T O V I C  -COMMUNIPI  P L 4 N N I N G  - U N D S C A P E  ARCHITECTURE -RELIGION 

' 200 1439 - A R C H E O L O G Y  HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 

' 500- 1 599 - A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS - L I T E R A T U R E  -SCULPTURE 

'000 1699 - A R C H I T E C T U ~ E  -EDUCATION -MILITAaY -SOCIAVHVMANITARIAN 

' 7 3 0  1799 A R T  - E N G I N E E R I N G  -MUSIC -THEATER 

L'dSO 1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SiTTLiFAEhT -PHILOSOPHY -TRANSPORTATION 

< 900- -COMVUNICATIONS - I N D U S T R Y  -POLITICS, G O V E R N M E N T  X-OTHER ~ E C I F Y )  

A N V E N T I O N  . L o c a l  h i s t o r y  and  

SPECIFIC DATES 1854, 1895-96 BU'LDER'ARCH'TECT E.  0. McKeever (1895-96) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

B u n t e r s v i l l e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, l o c a t e d  a t  H u n t e r m i l l e ,  Pocahontas  County, 
West V i r g i n i a ,  i s  i n t e g r a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  develapment and 
e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  community, t h e  county, t h e  Greenbr ie r  P re sby te ry ,  and t h e  o r d e r  
of  Ancient ,  F ree  and Accepted Masons. Cons t ruc ted  i n  1854, t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  s e r v e d  
n o t  on ly  t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  congrega t ion  of  t h e  former county s e a t  b u t  h a s  a l s o  been 
used f o r  worship by o t h e r  denominations, by bo th  Union and Confedera te  t r o o p s  d u r i n g  
t h e  C i v i l  War, and a s  a meet ing p l a c e  f o r  t h e  county a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o u r t .  Through a 
s p e c i a l  agreement w i t h  H u n t e r s v i l l e  Masonic Lodge Number 65, i t  was g r e a t l y  e n l a r g e d  
i n  1895-96 and h a s  s i n c e  had t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  of  housing bo th  organized  r e l i g i o u s  
and f r a t e r n a l  groups.  

Pocahontas County w a s  formed i n  1821, and t h e  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  o f  H u n t e r s v i l l e  (a 
name a p p a r e n t l y  de r ived  from t h e  h u n t e r s  who came h e r e  t o  exchange t h e  p e l t s ,  h e r b s  
and f o o d s t u f f s  of t h e  f o r e s t )  became t h e  s e a t  of  governnent.  I n  1836 community r e l i g i o u s  
needs were a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y  n e t  when a P r e s b y t e r i a n  congrega t ion  was o rgan ized  and 
became p a r t  o f  t h e  expanding Greenbr ie r  P re sby te ry .  Its meet ings  w e r e  h e l d  a t  such  
p l a c e s  as t h e  cour thouse  f o r  many y e a r s ,  b u t  a pemanenf b u i l d i n g  of its own w a s  
c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1854 on l a n d  donated by p r o d n e n t  a r e a  businessman- George E .  C ra ig .  
The i n t e n t  w a s  s u r e l y  t h a t  of community s e r v i c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by and f o r  t h i s  denominat ion;  
e v e n t s ,  however, would e n l a r g e  t h a t  purpose t o  one of m u l t i p l e  u s e s  which t r anscended  
b o t h  denomioation and c o m u n i t y .  

T r a d i t i o n  h o l d s  t h a t  t h e  church b e l l  was purchased i n  1855 a t  a c o s t  o f  $75, a 
sum supposedly r a i s e d  through a f a i r  o r  bazaar sponsored by t h e  women of Hunrers~ille~ 
That b e l l  must have pea l ed  f o r  o t h e r s ,  too ,  s i n c e  t h e  church w a s  open t o  worship 
s e r v i c e s  of  non-Presbyter ians as w e l l .  And dur ing  t h e  d e v a s t a t i n g  C i v i l  W a r  t h a t  
brought  c o n t i n u a l  t roop  movement through t h e  r eg ion  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  s o l d i e r s  o f  b o t h  
s i d e s  r e s t e d  h e r e  o r  w e r e  t r e a t e d  f o r  wounds. While Fede ra l  f o r c e s  burned many town 
b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  church was spared;  names of  s o l d i e r s  were l e f t  i n s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  walls 
and "fox and geese" game boards  carved on t h e  pews. Rec ip roc i ty  f o r  e a r l y  u s e  o f  t h e  
cour thouse  was  provided when t h e  County Court he ld  i t s  November 1863 term h e r e  and 
a p p r o p r i a t e d  $2,000 f o r  t h e  suppor t  of d e s t i t u t e  f a m i l i e s  of  members o f  t h e  Confede ra t e  
Army. 

It i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  town of H u n t e r s v i l l e  s t agna ted  i n  t h e  decades a f t e r  t h e  
g r e a t  c o n f l i c t  when one r e a l i z e s  a seemingly unevent fu l  gap i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the 
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church. A f t e r  a l l ,  what could compare w i t h  i t s  f i r s t  decade? To be s u r e ,  
t h e  county s e a t  was moved t o  nearby Marl inton l a t e  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  b u t  t h e  



~ e v  10.74) 

b S I T t O  STATES DEP.-XRThlthT OF T H E  I N T t K I O R  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HUNTERSVILLE PRESBYTERLN CHURCH, HUNTERSVILLE, POCAHONTAS C O Y T Y ,  WEST V I R G I N I A  

CONTI N U  ATION SHEET . ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2 

importance of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  a  cornuni ty  c e n t e r  r e a l l y  i nc reased  w i t h  county 
o f f i c e s  removed. A c t i v i t y  i n  many ways a c c e l e r a t e d  even i n  t h e  s e t t l e d  pe r iod ;  
a  d i s p e n s a t i o n  t o  o rgan ize  a  lodge  of Ancient,' F ree  and Accepted Masons, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  w a s  g r an ted  i n  1875. 

H u n t e r s v i l l e  Lodge Number 65, A .F .  & A , M . ,  had no meet ing p l a c e  of its 
own f o r  some twenty y e a r s ,  b u t  t h e  t imes  seemed p r o p i t i o u s  i n  1895 when a unique 
agreement was reached w i t h  the  t r u s t e e s  of t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church t o  c o n s t r u c t  
what must be a n  e q u a l l y  unique a d d i t i o n  t o  a  house of worship: a second f l o o r  f o r  
u s e  as a f r a t e r n a l  h a l l .  The congrega t ion  had proposed, "amongst o t h e r  t h ings , "  
t o  improve t h e i r  b u i l d i n g ,  and whereas they  were d i s i r o u s  of borrowing some money 
t o  a i d  i n  t h e  under tak ing ,  t he  lodge  agreed t o  l end  t h e  sm of $670.63. 

For less than  $700 borrowed, t h e  s i z e  of t h e  e d i f i c e  was more than  doubled. 
The church r e t a i n e d  a  convenient  and f u n c t i o n a l  s anc tua ry ,  t h e  lodge had a home, 
and t h e  community was presented  a r a t h e r  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  f i n e  wood- 
working appa ren t  i n  t h e  s t a i r  tower. The Masons r ece ived  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  of t h e  
second f l o o r ,  and t h e  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  were provided a  smal l  " se s s ion  room" a t  t h i s  -- 
l e v e l  of  t h e  s t a i r  tower. Although t h e  lodge  was g r a n ~ e d  free right t~ e n t r y  
and e g r e s s ,  i t  was agreed  t h a t  its meetings would n o t  i n t e r f e r e  wit% church 
s e r v i c e s ;  any c o n f l i c t  i n  schedul ing  would f i n d  t h e  Masons ad jou rn ing  i n  f avo r  
of worsh ippers .  Th i s  unique arrangement con t inues  today,  and t h e  H u n t e r s v i l l e  
P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church has  become a symbol of community p r i d e ,  r e s o u r c e f u l n e s s  
and u t i l i t y - - a  landmark indeed.  
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