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name W i l l i a m  & L o u i s e  P e r r o w  - 

city, town Mum Creek - X vicinity of stateWest V i r g i n i a  25003 - 
ocation of Legal escription , - 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. L i n c o l n  C o u n t y  C o u r t h o u s e  - 

street & number G e n e r a l  D e l i v e r y  

city, town H a m l i n  s t a t e w e s t  V i r g i n i a  25523 

resentation in Existing Surveys 
title has this property been determined elegibte? - yes _X_ no -- -- 

date -- federal - state - county - local 

depository for survey records ----- 



Condition Check one Check one 
X - excellent - deteriorated - unaltered &'original site 
- good - ruins L L  altered m o v e d  date 
- fair - unexposed 

- 
Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Holley H i l l s  Farm o r  "Es ta te  t o  use i t s  h i s t o r i c  name, i s  loca ted  i n  a 
b e a u t i f u l  somewhat secluded v a l l e y ,  on t h e  western bank of t h e  L i t t l e  Coal 
River near  A l u m  Creek i n  Lincoln County, West Virgnia.  

The s e t t i n g  of t h i s  p roper ty  i s  b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h e  extreme, occuping t h e  
westecn s i d e  of a lovely  r u r a l  v a l l e y  hemmed i n  by f o r e s t e d  h i l l s  on e i t h e r  
s i d e  wi th  t h e  L i t t l e  Coal River meandering slowly through i t s  c e n t e r  toward 
i t s  confluence with t h e  Big Coal River l e s s  than a mile  t o  t h e  nor th .  The 
nominated p roper ty  i s  s i t u a t e d  near  t h e  c e n t e r  of a 296  a c r e  farm and include 
t h e  main house and s i x  suppor t ing  s t r u c t u r e s .  

The main house, o r  r e s idence ,  i s  a two s t o r y  e l l  s t r u c t u r e .  The dominant 
f e a t u r e  i s  t h e  two s t o r y  f r o n t  porch of f i v e  bays, t h e  upper t i e r  of which 
i s  enclosed i n  a ba lus t rade  wi th  turned  wood sp ind les .  The porch i s  supportec 
by s i x  c i r c u l a r  wooden p o s t s  and looks o u t  on a long,  l e v e l ,  well-manicured 
lawn, f lanked by shade t r e e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  t h a t  extends a l l  t h e  way t o  t h e  
unimproved d i r t  road t h a t  f r o n t s  t h e  property.  Turn-of-the-century wood l a t -  
t i c e  enc loses  t h e  crawl space under t h e  f r o n t  porch, which i s  reached by a 
d e c o r a t i v e l y  designed s t o n e  s ta i rway.  The f r o n t  door ,  o r  main ent rance ,  i s  
surmounted by a r e c t a n g u l a r  g l a s s  transom. - 

The b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  house i s  an oak frame, covered with f i n e  popla1 
l a p  s i d i n g .  The poplar  f o r  t h e  s i d i n g  was harves ted  on t h e  farm, shipped dowr 
t h e  Coal River t o  be mi l l ed  a t  t h e  o l d  Weimer M i l l  a t  S t .  Albans and then 
shipped back up r i v e r  t o  t h e  s i t e .  I n  add i t ion  t o  t h e  f i n e  wood s i d i n g ,  other 
i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  wooden window cornice  heads, corner  boards and 
p a r t i a l  r e tu rned  corn ices ,  which a r e  Greek Revival i n  na ture .  The house has 
double hung windows w i t h  one pane p e r  sash.  

The house i s  covered by a hipped roof t h a t  o r i g i n a l l y  was t i n  but  which 
was rep laced  i n  1969 by one of a s p h a l t  shingles..  . 

The e l l  of t h e  house con ta ins  t h e  k i tchen and an enclosed s i d e  porch whi.cl 
was an e a r l y  twen t i e th  century  add i t ion .  One of t h e  more dominant i n t e r i o r  
f e a t u r e s  i s  t h e  massive masonry chimney which i s  rec tangu la r  and rises i n  the 
c e n t e r  of t h e  k i t chen  and g ives  t h e  i l l u s i o n a r y  e f f e c t  of d iv id ing  t w o  rooms 
where t h e r e  i s  'really b u t  one. 

The house has  n ine  rooms. I n t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  a r a t h e r  e l egan t  re -  
tu rned  main s t a i r c a s e ;  a more narrow and s t e e p e r  enclosed "servants"  s t a i rwa j  
a t  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house l ead ing  i n t o  t h e  k i tchen;  a l l  t h e  rooms conta in  o r i -  
g i n a l  gas  l i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s .  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house is  r i c h l y  endowed w i t ?  
f i n e  grade Vic to r i an  machine produced'wood work. Another i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  
of  t h i s  house i s  t h e  i r o n  g r i l l e  work t h a t  enc loses  t h e  ven t s  o r  windows of 
t h e  basement. This  g r i l l e  work i s  decorated with t h e  egg and d a r t  motif whicl 
i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i s  dup l i ca ted  on t h e  l e g s  of s e v e r a l  s tone  yard s e a t s .  

There a r e  s i x  suppor t ing  s t r u c t u r e s .  The most i n t e r e s t i n g  of t h e s e  s i t s  
immediately t o  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  house and se rves  a s  a ' t o o l  shed. I t  i s  
of  wood c o n s t r u c t i o n  but  has  been covered with pressed t i n  s id ing .  The t o o l  
shed roof i s  surmounted by a b e l f r y  i n  which once hung a b e l l  (now s to red  i n  
t h e  house) which was used p r imar i ly  t o  c a l l  t h e  f i e l d  workers i n  f o r  meals. 
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There i s  a s t o n e ,  two room c e l l a r - l i k e  s t r u c t u r e  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  
house t h a t  i s  used f o r  bo th  s t o r a g e  and a p o t t e r s  shop. To t h e  n o r t h  of 
t h e  house a r e  t h e  remaining s u p p o r t i n g  structures, a l l  of them r a t h e r  
l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s ,  t y p i c a l  of  working farms,  t h a t  a r e  used f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
purposes ,  i. e. g r a i n  s t o r a g e ,  barn  f o r  housing animals ,  e t c .  

The grandeur  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  Hol ley H i l l s  Farm i s  m a j e s t i c  and 
s e r e n e .  No photograph can a c c u r a t e l y  reproduce t h i s  s e t t i n g ,  u n l e s s  it 
be an a e r i a l  one. 



'. . , . 

. . Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a r c h i t e c t u r e  religion 
- 1400-1499 archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 

- 1500-1599 agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 

- 1600-1 699 - architecture - education - military - social1 
- 1700-1 799 - art - engineering - music humanitarian 

2- 1800-1899 - commerce 2.- explorationisettlement - philosophy t h e a t e r  
- 1900- - communications - industry 

X - politics/government - transportation 

- invention ' other (specify) 
T,ncaI H i  sf= 

BuilderIArchitect 
Y 

Specific dates c , 18 8 5 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Holley H i l l s  "Es ta te" ,  loca ted  i n  r u r a l  r o u t e  6 overlooking L i t t l e  Coal 
River near  Alum Creek i n  Lincoln County, W e s t  V i rg in ia ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  example of a dying way of l i f e ;  t h e  middle-income working 
family farm. l1t i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i t s  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  with a family 
important  no t  only i n  t h e  formation per iod  03 Lincoln County bu t  i n  t h e  
h i s t o r y  of Kanawha County and West Vi rg in ia .  

Explanatory Notes 

lThe Holley H i l l s  "Es ta te : ,  cons t ruc ted  around 1885 by James Avis Holley 
11, i s  a good r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  example of l i f e  t h a t  was once predominant i n  th i  
r eg ion  b u t  i s  now fading  away quickly :  t h e  middle income working family farm. 

The f a r m ,  s i t u a t e d  on a 296 a c r e  t r a c t  (one of  t h e  l a r g e s t  s e c t i o n s  of 
bottom land i n  Lincoln County) c e n t e r s  around t h e  main house, a l a r g e  two 
s t o r y  f a r m  house wi th  Greek Revival elements (See P a r t  7. f o r  Desc r ip t ion) ,  
and s i x  suppor t ing  s t r u c t u r e s , ,  a l l  of which se rve  some a s p e c t  of a g r i c u l t u r e .  
~ 1 1  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  res idence ,  a r e  w e l l  maintained and 
i n  good condi t ion .  -. .. - . - 

Since i t s  cons t ruc t ion  nea r ly  a cen tu ry  ago, t h e  house and farm has  always 
been a se l f -suppor t ing ,  working farm, serv ing  a succession of  f ami l i e s .  

The farm i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  what was once an i d e a l  l o c a t i o n ,  overlooking t h e  
L i t t l e  Coal River.  The Coal River was a navigable  waterway, made s o  by t h e  
completion i n  1855 of t h e  Coal River Lock and Dams system under t h e  supervis-  
ion  of General W i l l i a m  S. Rosecrans of  l a t e r  C i v i l  War fame. Thus, farmers 
coxld q u i t e  e a s i l y  g e t  t h e i r  products  t o  markets* i n  Charleston and t h e  
~ a n a w h a  Valley v i a  t h e  r i v e r  ( and rece ive  supp l i e s  by r e t u r n  t r i p )  where 
o therwise  they  would have had t o  t r a v e l  by land over  t o r t u o u s  roads  t h a t ,  
u n t i l  t h e  mid-twentieth cen tu ry ,  were poor a t  b e s t .  

This  farm, which is  without  ques t ion  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  a r e a  and most 
impressive a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  i n  Lincoln County, h a s  been home t o  a succession o 
farming f a m i l i e s .  It i s  be l ieved t h a t  James A. Holley, I1 so ld  the  farm t o  
J. H. Galloway about 1900. It passed i n  t u r n  t o  C. E. Burns (1902),  Samuel 
Bowen ( l 9 2 l ) ,  B. J. Ri ley  ( l 9 3 9 ) ,  C. W. Ross (19.531, t o  t h e  . p r e s e n t  owners, &. and Mrs. William Perrow, i n  1968. A s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t  i s  t h a t  t h e  acreage 
of t h e  farm (296 a c r e s )  has  been maintained i n t a c t  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  1902. This 
i s  i n  marked c o n t r a s t  t o  most o t h e r  l a r g e  Lincoln County farms of t h i s  per iod  
n e a r l y  a l l  of which were s o l d  i n  p a r c e l s ,  divided and re-divided through t h e  
y e a r s .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  James A. Holley d id  n o t  se l l  t h e  mineral  r i g h t s  t o  t h e  

- farm u n t i l  1921, when he s o l d  them t o  h i s  f r i e n d  and a s s o c i a t e  U. S. Senator 
William E. Chi l ton ,  who s o l d  them a month l a t e r  t o  t h e  Union Trus t  Company, 
of  which both Holley and Chi l ton  were d i r e c t o r s .  
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Holley H i l l s  Farm is s t i l l  a  working farm, one of r e l a t i v e l y  few of i t s  
s i z e  and t y p e  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  h i g h l y  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  a  way of  l i f e  t h a t  i s  r a p i d l y  van i sh ing  from t h e  state.  

2 ~ h e  Holley Family i s  one t h a t  was prominent i n  Lincoln County 's  e a r l y  
h i s t o r y  and one o f  whose members r o s e  t o  s t a t e -wide  prominence. 

James Avis Hol ley ,  S r . ,  was a  prominent farmer  and merchant i n  e a r l y  
Lincoln  County, l a y i n g  t h e  founda t ion  of  t h e  later  fami ly  succes s .  H e  
s e rved  as S h e r i f f  of  Kanawha County ( t h a t  p a r t . o f  Lincoln County i n  which 
he  l i v e d  then  be ing  a  p a r t  of Kanawha) from 1855 t o  1860. H e  owned t h e  
l and  upon which t h e  town of  Hamlin, county s e a t  of  Lincoln County, w a s  
founded, and p o s t e d  bond f o r  s e v e r a l  members of t h e  f i r s t  board of  super -  
v i s o r s  (county commission) when Lincoln  County w a s  formed i n  1867; t h u s  
p l a y i n g  an i n s t r u m e n t a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  founda t ion  of t h e  new county.  H e  a l s o  
e s t a b l i s h e d  a  g e n e r a l  merchandis ing b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  new town o f  Hamlin, 
one of  t h e  f i r s t  b u s i n e s s '  t o  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e .  

E l i s h a  Hol ley ,  son o f  James Hol ley S r . ,  was a  prominent L inco ln  County 
p h y s i c i a n  f o r  many y e a r s .  

~t was James A. Hol ley I1 (1855-1924), however, who made t h e  Hol ley 
name prominent beyond Lincoln County bo rde r s .  He was born on h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
L inco ln  County farm i n  1855. James Hol ley I1 a t t ended  W e s t  V i r g i n i a  Uni- 
v e r s i t y  and g radua ted  from D u f f ' s  Commercial Col lege  i n  P i t t s b u r g  i n  1875. 
Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  L incoln  County i n  t h a t  y e a r  he took up farming.  During 
t h e  l a t t e r  1 8 7 0 ' s  he acqu i r ed  t h e  farm and sometime around 1885 b u i l t  
h i s  home on t h e  farm, g i v i n g  it t h e  somewhat p r e t e n t i o u s  name of  "Hol ley 
H i l l s  E s t a t e " .  By t h i s  t i m e  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  had grown beyond farming,  how- 
e v e r .  I n  1880 h e  had i n h e r i t e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  merchan t i l e  b u s i n e s s  i n  Hamlin 
and i n  1884 w a s  e l e c t e d ,  a s  a  Democrat, C i r c u i t  Clerk of  L inco ln  County. 
While s t i l l  C i r c u i t  C le rk ,  Hol ley was i n  1888 e l e c t e d  Chariman o f  t h e  
Lincoln  County Democratic Execut ive  Committee and was r e - e l e c t e d  C i r c u i t  
Cle rk  i n  1890. S ince  h i s  growing f i e l d  o f  a f f a i r s  r e q u i r e d  h i s  f r e q u e n t  
p resence  i n  Hamlin, he  acqu i r ed  a  home t h e r e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and al ter-  
n a t e d  between l i v i n g  i n  Hamlin and h i s  farm, employing c a r e t a k e r s  i n  h i s  
absence.  Hol ley was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  compaign of Wil l iam A.  
MacCorkle i n  1893 and upon t h e  l a t t e r s  e l e c t i o n  r ece ived  t h e  appointment  
of  Adju tan t  General  of West V i r g i n i a ,  s e r v i n g  i n  t h a t  o f f i c e  from 1893 
u n t i l  1897. Hol ley purchased a home i n  Cha r l e s ton  i n  1893 and a f t e r w a r d s  
s p e n t  even less t ime  a t  h i s  Lincoln County farm. , 
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In 1898 James A. Holley became Clerk of the West Virginia Supreme 
Court, serving in that distinguished office until 1902. In 1900 he sold 
his Lincoln County farm to J. H. Calloway, who in turn sold it two years 
later to Carl Elihu Burns, a noted Lincoln County attorney. Holley, as 
mentioned previously, did retain the mineral rights to the property, or 
an interest therein, until his death. 

James Holley now (1900) resided full-time in Charleston, where he 
became involved in real estate and other buisness affairs. He helped found 
the Union Trust Company and, with Samuel Stephenson and others, has a hand 
in the construction and subsequent ownership of what is now known as the 
Union Building. At the time of its construction (1905) the Union Building 
-was the first "skyscraper) in Charleston and one of the tallest buildings 
in the state. In 1907 James A. Holley was elected Mayor of Charleston for 
a two year term and re-elected in 1909 to a four year term, serving as 
the capitol city's chief magistrate until 1913. There was a "Holley for 
Governor" movement in 1912, but this did not materialize. Holley continued 
active in civic and business affairs. The Holley Hotel, constructed in 
1915 and then one of West Virginia's grandest hotels, was named in his 
honor. His death in Florida (where he had moved in 1923 for his health) 
on April 29, 1924 was front page news in Charleston and other state news- 
papers. His funeral at Charleston's First Presbyterian Church was attended 
by Governor Morgan, Mayor W. W. Wertz, ex-mayor Grant Hall, and a host of 
dignitaries. He is buried in Charleston's Springhill Cemetery. 
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Verbal boundary description and justification whIhg at intersection of Lincoln county 
Route 8 and an imimproved access road, proceeding northeast approximately 800 feet 
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H a r d e s t y ' s  West V i r g i n i a  Richwood, W.Va., 1973; 
Laidley, W. ~ X s t o r y  of Charleston -- and Kmawha - County, - West Virginia 

Richmnd-Amold Pub. Co., Chicago, 1911. 
Lambert , F. B. , "Sketches of Lincoln County History, " The Llorrac , - 

Carrol High School, HaniLin, W.Va., 1925 Lincoln County Deed Book, Courthouse, 
Hamlin, W.Va. 

"Oral I n t e r v i e w  with M r .  Kenner Hil l ,"  Alum Creek, W.Va., June 20, 1980 
"Oral Interview with Mr. D. Ray Pauley , Sr . " , South .Charleston, W.Va. , July 2, 1980 
"Oral Interview w i t h  M r .  W i l l i a m  Perrow and Mrs. Louise Perrow, " 
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Historical Records Survey, "Inventory of the County Archives of W.Va. No.22 
(Lincoln County)," Charleston, W,Va. 1938. 

10. made pond), then southwestward along the second contour line to a pint 200 feet 
southwest of the main residence, then from the second contour line approximately 
400 feet southeast to County Route 8 at a point 200 feet southwest of the unim- 
proved access road; enconpassing an 8 acre area that includes the main residence 
and all the principal outbuildings. 
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