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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Hokes Mill Covered Bridge is 12 feet wide and measures 81.6 feet
between the insides of the endposts. . It has boaxd-and-batten siding painted
barn red and a standing seam metal roof. The truss is a modified Long truss.

The three 11 foot 10 inch high center panels of variable lengths, contain double
diagonals consisting of two-4 x 8 inch members and 4% x 8 inch single diagonals,
which fit between and are pinned to the double ‘diagonals. The 9 foot 8 inch long
panel has a double diagonal made up of two-4% x 7 inch members and a 4 x 6 inch
single diagenal. The end diagonals are secured to the bottom chord, which consists
of three-4 x 9% inch members, by the bolt and rod system. Shear keys, which are
small 2 x 3 inch blocks of wood that fit into notches made between the bottom
chord members, help to transfer shear uniformly along the bottom chord.

The recent major modifications to the bridge include the replacement of
the wooden transverse floor beams with steel girders and the addition of two wide
flange beams, a W 36 x 194 and a W 36 x 182, which have been placed at either side
of the deck and extend along the length of the bridge. ' '



ke
£

7] SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD . [ AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTOHIC ._ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC  -_COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  ___peuicioN
—.1400-1499 — ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION AW __sCigncs
—1500-1599 — AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —_LITERATURE —SCULPTUAZ
—1600-1699 — ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION — KILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700.1799 —ART X eNGINEERING __MuUsIC —THEATER
X.1800-1893 - COMMERCE —_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY X TRAN3PORTATION
—1300- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTARY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT - OTHER ISPECIFY)
—_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES c 1899 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1897, during the April term of the Greenbrier County Court, it was

ordered that B. F. Mann, R. A. McDowall and Austin B. Erwin be appointed commissioners

' to have a covered bridge built on stone abutments acro-s Second Creek above Smith's
 Mill (formerly Hoke's Mill) for a cost of $700.00. The court records do not pin
point the date of the complietion of the bridge, but various drafts were issued
between the terms of January 1898 and March 1890 for road repairs in the Irish
Corner tistrict. A draft for $175.00 was the only one specifically referenced to
the construction of the bridge. Theretfore, the bridge was probably completed
between April 1897 and March 1899, ‘

The Hokes Mill Covered bridge is one of Greenbrier Counties two remaining.
covered bridges, and has a superstructure consisting of a modified version of the
patented Long truss. The bridge is in a deteriorating condition, and although tha
two large wide flange beams help to support the brldge, they have adversely affected
its azesthetic value and historic 1ntegr1ty This bridge deserves a better fate and
should be restored.
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HOKES MILL COVERED BRIDGE
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