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1 a ame ... 

2, Location 

number .Route--1;- Box-322 - (o ld  Cave Road) x!A not for publication 

state West Vi rg in ia  54 co,,nty Jeff e rsoa  code 037 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
-- district -- pub!ic -X. occupied - agricu!ture 

X 
- museum 

X _ building(s) private __ unoccupied commercial park 
- s!ructure both __ work in progress -- educationai x -- private residence 

site blic Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object '!!!-- in process __ yes: restricted -- government -- scientific 

being considered - - yes: unrestricted - industrial 
X 

transportation 
- no - military -__ other: 

4. Owner sf Property 

nams Edgar Whiting -- 

street & number Route 1, Box 322  - -- 

city. town Charles Town _X_ vicinity of state West V i r g i n i a  

5. Escatioa of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. J e f f e r s o n  County Courthouse 
-- - - - - ______  

street & number r e e t s  Washington and George St* 
- __- 

city, town Charles Town state West V i r g i n i a  .- 
egvesentation in Existing Surveys - 

H i s t o r i c  Resources Survey, 
-. 

has this property been determined eligible? X - yes - no " " e ~ h - , a r  1 e s T o ~ y ~ z s s ~ P m ~ c  t : - - -  _- - -  - - - _ -- 

Paul D.  Marshall  & Associa tes .  
date - 1980 X ---- fedsral _ _ 

-- - -- - .- .-- -- - - state county -- - - - local - 

depository for survey records H i s t o r i c  Preserva t ion  Un i t ,  W. Va . Dept . of Culture  & 
- -- - - - -  - - -- 

H i s - t o r y  . 
city, town Charles ton 

- ---a.w- state West Virg in ia  



--.-- - 
'. 7: Description 

Condition 
X 

Check oije Check one 
_- cxcellcnt dete;ioia!ed unaltered X origlnaf site 

good ruins altered moved date 
__. fair u n e x ~ o s e d  
- -- - - - - - - --- - - - - - - .- - - . - 

Describe t h e  present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

" L i t t l e  ~ l m i n g t o n "  i s  i d y l l i c a l l y  loca ted  i n  a  p ic turesque  v a l e  t h a t  
i s  reached v i a  the  h i s t o r i c  Old Cave Road ( i t s e l f  over two cen tu r i e s  o ld )  
some rwo mi les  south of Charles Town i n  r u r a l  Je f fe r son  County, West Vi rg in ia .  
The res idence  i s  s e t  back a g a i n s t  a  gen t ly  r o l l i n g  h i l l  t h a t  s lopes  i n t o  
a broad lawn. Before reaching t h e  r e s idence ,  one passess ,  a t  the  nor th  
end of  t h e  lawn, a  one s t o r y  rubble  s tone Spring house t h a t  predates  the  
main res idence  by a t  l e a s t  a  decade. A l a r g e ,  two and a  h a l f  s t o r y  rubble 
s tone  barn i s  ad jacen t  t o  t h e  r e s idence .  The environmental s e t t i n g  of  
" L i t r l e  Elmington" i s  but  l i t t l e  a l t e r e d  from the  time of i t s  cons t ruc t ion  
i n  the  1798-1800 pe r iod .  

The res idence  a t  " L i t t l e  Elmington", o r  "Hil ls ide" a s  i t  was 
o r i g i n a l l y  known, i s  a  one and a h a l f  s t o r y  masonry bui ld ing  on a  r a i s e d  
basement t h a t  i s  engaged wi th  a  h i l l s i d e .  k"nile the bas ic  masonry 
s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  house, l a i d  i n  Flemish bond on t h e  south e l e v a t i o n ,  suggests  
Federal  pe r iod  in f luences ,  Colonia l ,  o r  Colonial  Revival themes a r e  
dominate i n  most of t h e  r e s i dence ' s  p r i n c i p a l  f e a t u r e s .  Among the  Colonial  * 

elements a r e  t h e  one-story Doric S t y l e  entrance por t i co  wi th  t r i a n g u l a r  
pzdiment and f r i e z e .  A c i r c u l a r  window i n  the  tympanum i s  d i s t i n c t l y  
Colonial .  Gabled dormers wi th  wood s id ing  O n  t he  cheeks p i e r c e  t h e  s tanding  
seam t i n  r o o f ,  two per  each roof p lane .  The dominent a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  
of "Little Elmington"; ( loca ted  a t  what i s  r e a l l y  the r e a r  e l eva t ion  even 
tho-q,:~ it is  t h e  e l e v a t i o n  t h a t  i s  f i r s t  viewed upon approach),  i s  a  two 
s t o r y  g a l l e r y ,  wi th  f i v e  smooth s h a f t  Doric columns, square p l i n t h s  and p l a i n  
c a p i t a l s ,  t h a t  I s  cons t ruc ted  i n  platform fashion .  

The res idence  a t  " L i t t l e  Elmington" i s  b a s i c a l l y  a  r e c t a n g l e  wi th  two 
small  a d d i t i o n s  on t h e  west e l e v a t i o n .  The brickwork on t h e  back and s i d e  
e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  l a i d  i n  Anerican bond (unl ike  the  south e l e v a t i o n ) .  Another 
doninanc aspec t  of t h e  res idence  a r e  t h e  two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys whose 
p ropor t ions  and he igh t  form one of  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  elements of 
t h e  house and l end  a somewhat Federal  s t y l e  appearance t o  t h e  bu i ld ing .  
Windows a r e  double hung, wi th  s i x  over s i x  l i g h t s .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  res idence  i s  divided i n t o  t h r e e  l e v e l s ,  w i th  t h r e e  
rooms and a  h a l l  on t h e  basement l e v e l ,  t h r e e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms and a  foyer  
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and two rooms on the  second f l o o r .  The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  
house r e t a i n s  much of i t s  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  including o r i g i n a l  19th century 
door hardware. 

The rubble  s tone  barn of " L i t t l e  Elmington" farm i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  
example of  e a r l y  West Virg in ia  barn cons t ruc t ion .  The th ree - s to ry  end wall  
of uncoarsed rubble  f i e l d  s tone  i s  i n  an e x c e l l e n t  s t a t e  of  p rese rva t ion  and 
t h e  heavy timber i n t e r i o r  framework i s  an exce l l en t  example of mortise-and- 
tenon cons t ruc t ion .  
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The rubble f i e l d s t o n e  Spring House wi th  a  g&Ie  r o o f ,  i n  a l l  prob- 
a b i l i t y  o lde r  than the  r e s idence ,  i s  another s i p i 5 i c a n t  s t r u c t u r e  on 
the  f a r n .  Spring water  from t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  s t i l l  being used t o  pro- 
v ide  water f o r  the  house. 

The " L i t t l e  Elmington" farm i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n r  e x a q l e  of r u r a l  farm 
l i f e  i n  the  Lower Shenandoah Valley and r e r a i n s  rhe p ic turesque  charm 
o f  i t s  z l i g i n a l  tu rn -o f - the  18th century e n v i r o z z m r .  



Per iod  Areas of Signif icance--Check a n d  justify be low  
pre9 s:oFic archeology-preh~stor~c community p lann~rg  landscape arch1;ecture rellgion 
1 JrZ@-r4!39 archeology-h~storlc conservailon tau sclence 
15Z3-'599 agriculture economics 11tera;ure sculpture 
150&1699 _X archj:ecture educatton rni '~tary social 

X 17GD-1799 art engineering _ rnus~c humanitarian 
X 1809-1899 _ commerce exploration settlement phrlosophy - - theater 

1900- _ cornmunrcat~ons industry _ po l~ t i cs  government -- transportation 
. - invention 

. - . . . . -- - . . - - - .- . . - - - - - . . - 

other specify) 
Local k l s t o r y  -- 

Spec i f i c  da tes  C .  1798-1800 
- - -- - - - - - - Bui lde r  A r ch i t ec t  Williu Helm, Builder  

- - - -  - - - - - - - -  - . 

S ta temen t  of Significance (in one paragraph)  

" L i t t l e  Elmington" loca ted  on h i s t o r i c  Old Cave Road, south of 
Charles Town, J e f f e r s o n  County, West Vi rg in ia ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a  a  f i n e  B example of c o l o n i a l  and Federal  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  a r u r a l  s e t t i n g  ; and as  
a  t y p i c a l  s e a t  of 19th  cen t  r y  upper middle c l a s s  farming f a m i l i e s  i n  Y ~ h e  Lower Shenandoah Valley . 

Explanatory Notes 

1. " L i t t l e  Elmington", a l s o  known a s  "Hi l l s ide"  h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i s  a  f i n e  
example of r u r a l  turn-of- the-18th century a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  possessing an 
i n t e r e s t i n g  combination of Colonial  and Federal  pe r iod  s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
This a s p e c t  of " L i t t l e  Elmington's" s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  discussed more 
thoroughly i n  P a r t  7 .  Outstanding a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  house 
a r e  i t s  gabled dormers i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, and t h e  two s t o r y  Doric 
g a l l e r y  a t  t he  r e a r  e l e v a t i o n .  The rubble  s tone  Spring house and Barn a r e  
a l s o  of a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and r e f l e c t  t h e  r u r a l  n a t u r e  of t h i s  
h i s t o r i c  farm. 

2 .  " L i t t l e  Elmington" i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  typ i fy ing  a  prosperious 19th  
c e n t - a y  farm i n  t h e  Lower Shenandoah Valley of t h e  V i r g i n i a s .  I t  owners 
have u s u a l l y  been f a m i l i e s  t h a t  con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  community, 
through perhaps n o t  a  flamboyant fashion .  The " L i t t l e  Elmington" f a r m  
s i t s  on land  o r i g i n a l l y  owned by Benjamin Rankin, who was one of t h e  
o r i g i n a l  incorpora to r s  of t h e  town of Charles Town i n  1786. I n  1787 t h e  
f a m  was passed t o  William and Margaret Rankin Helm, t h e  l a t t e r  a  daughter 
of  Benjanin Rankin. William Helm i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as "Captain Helm" i n  
s e v e r a l  anna l s ,  and mcst l i k e l y  was a  cap ta in  of Vi rg in ia  o r  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  
during t h e  Revolutionary War per iod .  The p r i n c i p a l  b u i l d i n g s ,  inc luding  
t h e  main res idence ,  were cons t ruc ted  during t h e  ownership of t h e  Helm 
fami ly ,  which l a s t e d  from 1787 t o  1810, most probably between 1798 and 1800. 

Af ter  t h e  dea th  of Margaret Rankin Helm i n  1810, t h e  "Hi l l s ide"  farm, 
a s  it was then known, was purchased by Matthew Ransom, a prominent 
J e f f e r s o n  County p l a n t e r .  H i s  ances tor ,  Richard Ransom, had been another  
of Charles   own's incorpora to r s  i n  1786m and Matthew Ransom served a s  a  
JustLce of t h e  Peace i n  J e f f e r s o n  County from 1809 t o  1811. Samuel Howell, 
acqui red  t h e  p roper ty  i n  1821. The Howell family was one of some prominance 
i n  1 8 t h  and 19 th  century J e f f e r s o n  County. Several  Howell 's served wi th  
d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  Mexican War and David Howell served on t h e  J e f f e r s o n  
County Commission i n  1889-93. 

1 
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" L i t t l e  Elmington", s e t  i n  i t s  p ic turesque  h i l l s i d e  l o c a t i o n  look- 
ing  on h i s t o r i c  Old Cave Road, i s  one of West V i r g i n i a ' s  most s i g n i f i -  
can t  h i s t o r i c  r u r a l  landmarks. It was o f f i c i a l l y  designated a 
Je f fe r son  County H i s t o r i c  Landmark ir. 1979 and w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  determined 
e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  Nat ional  Regis ter  of H i s t o r i c  P laceson February 2 ,  1982. 



Continuation sheet "Little Elmington" Item number 8 Page 3 

"Little Elmington" is unusual in ?Zest Virginia's Eastern Panhandle - 
where t h e  state's oldest domestic architecture is found - because the 
builder chose to treat the design of the edifice to conform to the local 
terrzin in a way which emphasized utility of site selection and economy 
of construction. As in the manner of certain West Virginia barn builders 
who on occasion chose hillsides or "banks" upon which to "revet" or 
engage thz superstructure, the builder cf "Little Elmington" designed 
the house with an upper, or principal, entrance and a lower, or rear, 
entrance that permitted development of ad,acent level tracts for valuable 
farm outbuildings and livestock pens. 

The red brick house is much larger than it seems upon inspection 
from the principal elevation, which is a modest one and one-half stories 
in height. Care was taken, however, to errbellish the front facade with 
sophisticated details-which include Flercish bond brickwork, flat brick 
arches in window and door openings, and a pedimented entrance portico. 
The house is Federal in style, although classical elements are clearly 

~1C 0 .  evidezt as expressed in the entrance por"' 

p-lterations in the form of several additions do not compromise the 
integrity of "Little Elmington" because the additions, dating from the 19th- 
century, are sited on a minor elevation and duplicate the roof pitch 
and roof covering (standing sheet metal) of the main block. 
Further, the walldormer of the front elevation frame addition echoes the 
pitch of the dormers of the main block. It is the synthetic (aluminum) 
surface covering of the two small frame additions that seems slightly 
incongruous, not the additions themselves. 

The principal alteration at the rear elevation is a two-story Neo- 
classical-style gallery. Dating from the early 20th century, this design 
feature is not unusual in Jefferson County and Berkeley County where 
early t-.qo-story galleries are often seen, particularly in the right angle 
areas formed at the rear elevations of rural residences between main 
blocks and rear wings. 

1 
The Little Elmington grouping is the heart of a well preserved 

middle-level farm of turn-of-the-19th-century, Jefferson (Berkeley) 
County, (Fiest) Virginia. It is significant particularly because it is an 
excellent example of an early upper level farmhouse which illustrates a 
building type between the plantation hones and subsistence level 
domiciles of the region. 



Bushong, N i l l a r d  K . ,  H i s t o r i c  J e f f e r s o n  Cot:::, izrr Publ ish ing ,  Boyce, VA, 
1 9 7 2 .  
l i a r d e s w s  ! ? s s t  Virginia Counties,  Vol. 8 ,  ~ : z s r o c %  ;J. iblishing,  Richmond, IW 
(1882), 1975. 

eosrapkical Data 
Acreage of nominated pro erty s-&r~-- 
Quadrangle name ~ h a r f e s  Town, id'V Quadrangle scale _L+24+DDO 
UT h4 References 

i l L ~ l  
Easting 

l-dJ-Ld Northing 

-- -- 

Verbal  boundary descr ipt ion and  jus t i f i ca t ion  Beginning 03 ~ h e  So7dth s i d e  of Je f fe r son  Count] 
Route 36 (o ld  Cave Road) a t  the  po in t  where z i 2 t  road t u r n s  sharplv South. 

A < 

thence approximately 500 f e e t  south along =he Xest s i d e  of  o ld  Cave Road t o  
South s i d e  of a  p r i v a t e  l i n e  (fol lowing a r r e e  l i n e )  630 f e e t ;  thence North -- -- -- 

List  all s ta tes  and count ies  for propert ies overlapping s ta te  or  county boundaries 

state N / A  code county - -- 
code 

- - -- - - 

state code county code 

1 1. Form Prepared By 

name title Michael J. Pauley, H i s t o r i a n  -- -- -- -- - 
H i s t o r x  YreserVatToTTnit  
W .  Va. Dept . of Culture  6- 

- 
da:e Apr i l  2 ,  1954 . 

L L ~ S  ~ o r y  Cul tu ra l  Center 

city or town Charleston stafe West Virg in ia  

P 2. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national -- state X local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures 

State Historic Preserva!ion Officer sianature f-----f 7-- / w- 

tit,, S t a t e  Historic Prese rva t io  / / date June 29. 1984 
For NPS use onty / 

I hereby certify that this property i s  included in the National Register 
/ 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Reaktration 
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777 Marshal l ,  Paul  D.  , " L i t t l e  Elmington" , Charles A G X ~  3y-Pass P r o j e c t ,  
His torLc Resources Report ,  Charles ton,  IvE', 1980. 

Norr i s ,  J .  E . ,  e d . ,  His tory  of the  Lower S: lena~lcz: - .  Valley,  A .  Warner & Co -- 
Chicago, I l l . ,  1890. 

S p i r i ;  of J e f f e r s o n  Advocate, " L i t t l e  E l n i ~ g r o n  Y ~ r e c !  H i s t o r i c  Landmark", 
~ h a r l e s T o s m ,  IW, Apr i l  12 ,  1979. 

#10 Geographical Data 

Verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n  and j u s t i f i c a t i o n :  

500 f e e t  fol lowing f o r  the  most p a r t  a stone w a l l  t o  the  South s i d e  of  
o l d  Cave Road; thence East approximately 400 f e e t  along t h e  South s i d e  
of o l d  Cave Road t o  the  po in t  of beginning, encompassi.rg approximately 
seven a c r e s .  





Prokction: West Virglnia coordinaie system, north zone 
(Laxbert conformal conic) -, 

10.000-foot grid ticks based on West Virginia and Virginia 
coordinate systems, north zones, and Maryland coordinate sy 
10!30-n;eier Universal Tfansverse Mercator grid, zone 1 8  
1927 North Americafi Datum 

TO place on the predicted North American Datum 1983 
rno'ie the projection lines 7 meters south and 
24 meters west as shown by dashed corner ticks 
Red tint indicates area in which only landrrark buildings are shown 

-- 134 7K XILS - 1'2r- 
32 YILS 

>rn 

UTM GRID A N 3  1978 MAJNETI 
DECLINATION A' C E ~ T E R  OF 

There mdy be private inhofd~ngs w~thr 
of the National or State reservat~ons s 

Fbne red dashed lmes ~ n d ~ c a t e  sel2cte-J f 6  

gen5raIly vts~ble on aertal photographs. 




