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same 
histarir: "High Gate"; Watson, James Edwin, House 

and or common Ross Funeral Home 

2 LacaPn'osa 

street 8 number 801 Fairmont Avenue 
-- - not for publication 

ciSj, !own 
Fairmorlt - vicinity of congressional district F i r s t  

West V i r g i n i a  code s!r.?e 54 county Marion 
code 04 9 

Category Ownership 
gistrict - public 

Z- ! u i d i c ( s  2L private 

Status Present Use 
2 occupied - agricul?ure - museum 
- unoccupied _x_- commercial - park 

- strus!ure - both w o r k  in progress - educational - private residence 
-- sit? Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
-- objact - in process 2 yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
- no - militarj - other: 

4, Owner of Property 

name - Robert A. Ross, E i l een  A. Ross & James T. Ross (Ross Realcy Company) 

street B nl~rnber 801 Fairmont Avenue - -- - 
city, town Fairmont vicinity of state Y e s  t V i r g i n i a  - - 
5, Location of L e g a l  Description 
ccurthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ?farion County Courthouse 
- -- 

str.?el& number Adarns Street 
-- 

Fairmon t West Vi rg in i a  26554 city, tswn - 

B. Representation in Existinq Surveys 
, ., has this prcpeey been determined elegible? - x - yes n o  

da?e - - federal _- state - county - local 

~ i t : ~ ,  :own ___- -- state -- - .--- 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated unaltered 2- original site 

X - good __ ruins 25.- altered m o v e d  date - - 
-_ fair . unexposed 

--- - - 
Describe the present and original [ i f  known) physical appearance 

High Gate (o r  Higa te) ,  t h e  James Edwin Watson House, i s  a n  immense mult igabled 
half- t imbered s t r u c t u r e .  The w a l l s  of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  a r e  of a  n a t i v e  blue-green 
random-range a s h l a r ,  and t h e  second f i o o r  and gables  a r e  stuccoed between s i x  inch  
s t r i p s  of s t a i n e d  ches tnut  w i th  a  course  of q u a t r e f o i l s  s epa ra t ing  t h e  second and 
t o p  f l o o r s .  Indiana l imes tone  is used around the  doors and windows and a l s o  f o r  t h e  
carved and very  whimsical gro tesques  found on t h e  porches and t h e  porte-cochere.  
E labora t e  carved ches tnut  vergeboards a r e  placed i n  t hz  gables  and t h e  dormers of t he  
two s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e .  Seven huge, almost s c u l p t u r a l ,  c h i m e y s  r i s e  out  of t h e  red t i l e  
roo f ;  t h e  massing of t h e  house and t h e  s t r o n g  use  of hor izonal  and v e r t i c a l  elements 
g i v e  t h e  bu i ld ing  a  very  rhythmic and p i c tu re sque  appearance. 

The house c o n s i s t s  of  an i r r e g u l a r  b u t  b a s i c a l l y  r ec t angu la r  main b lock  wi th  a  
l a r g e  s e r v i c e  wing j u t t i n g  out  a t  a  45 degree angle t o  t h e  southwest.  The en t r ance  

I ( e a s t )  f r o n t  has  f o u r  l a t e r a l  gab le s  and two dormers. The west f r o n t  is  accented by 
a l a r g e  porte-cochere and a  four -s tory  oc tagonal  tower. 

I 

The p r i n c i p a l  rooms on t h e  ground f l o o r  a r e  a l l  paneled i n  oak and t h e  f l o o r s  
a r e  of  parquet ry  design.  The chimney p i eces  a r e  genera l ly  of I t a l i a n  marble; t h a t  i n  

I t h e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l  has a  f u l l  overmantel i n  t h e  Jacobean s t y l e .  Ce i l i ngs  a r e  p i a s t e r  - 
i most a r e  i n  t h e  form of El izabe than  strapwork. 

The i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l i n g  is q u i t e  f i n e .  Of p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  a r e  t h e  g r e a t  carved 
dog-leg s t a i r c a s e ;  t h e  s t a i n e d  g l a s s  pane ls  on many of t h e  groundfloor  leaded g l a s s  
windows; t h e  Gr in l ing  Gibbons-style carv ing  above the  d in ing  room mantelpiece;  t h e  
s i l v e r  and b r a s s  sconces; t h e  marble en t r ance  ves t ibu le ;  t h e  oak paneled e l e v a t o r ;  
t h e  German s i l v e r  s i n k  (formerly i n  t h e  B u t l e r ' s  Pant ry) ;  and t h e  Cor in th ian  p i l a s t e r s  
i n  t h e  en t r ance  h a l l .  

The ground f l o o r  of High Gate i s  v i r t u a l l y  una l t e r ed ,  bu t  minor a l t e r a t i o n s  have 
occurred  on t h e  second f l o o r  i n  i t s  t ransformat ion  i n t o  apartments  f o r  t h e  owners, and 
t h e  basement has  been changed f o r  bus ines s  purposes. 

A ve ry  l a r g e  H-shaped coach house i s  loca t ed  a t  t he  southwest co rne r  of t h e  
proper ty .  B u i l t  a t  t h e  same t i n e  a s  t he  main house, i t  is  a l s o  half- t imbered and 
s tone .  It has  been a l t e r e d  e x t e n s i v e i y  f o r  use  a s  a  nurs ing  home. 



Areas of Significance-Cfieck and justify below 
archeology-prehistor~c - community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
archeology-historic - conservation law - science 

- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
-L architecture - education - military - social/ 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 

- commerce - explorationsettlement philosophy - theater 
- conmunications 3 industry -- politics!governrnent - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1910 Builder!Architect Horace Trumbauer, a r c h i t e c t  
- 

S?atensent of Significance {in one paragraph) 

Tne Jacobethan Revival ( o r  Stockbrokers Tudor a s  i t  i s  sometime l e s s  r e v e r e n t l y  
c a l l e d )  was a s t y l e  chosen by o ld  f a m i l i e s  who sought t o  a s s e r t  t h e i r  t i e s  w i th  Olde 
E n g l a d  and t h e  noveaux r i c h e s  who sought t o  c r e a t e  them. Like newly enriched 
El izabe thans  who sought t o  prove t h e i r  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  i n  s tone  and mor tar ,  e a r l y  
twen t i e th  century  Americans of t h e  Edwardian period d i d  l ikewise .  Mansions i n  t h a t  
s t y l e  were commonplace on Ph i l ade lph ia ' s  Main Line and New Pork 's  suburbs,  bu t  fewer 
s u b s t a n t i a l  res idences  i n  t h a t  s t y l e  were t o  be found i n  t h e  h i l l s  of West V i rg in i a .  
One of t h e  no tab le  except ions  t o  t h a t  r u l e  w a s  when James Edwin Watson, s c ion  of a 
Bes t  V i r g i n i a  coa l  dynasty,  chose t o  b u i l d  h i s  magnif icent  home, High Gate, i n  1910. 
Even more remarkable i s  the  f a c t  t h a t  almost a lone  among t h e  c o a l  magnates of West 
V i rg in i a ,  t h e  Watsons chose t o  bu i ld  i n  t h e i r  n a t i v e  c i t y ,  and chose a s  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t  
t h e  n a t i o n a l l y  prominent Horace Trumbauer of Phi lade lphia .  

J a ~ e s  Edwin Watson w a s  t h e  fou r th  son of James O t i s  I, an e a r l y  p ioneer  of t h e  
West V i rg in i a  c o a l  i ndus t ry .  The e l d e r  Watson i n  1858 had discovered cannel  c o a l  
whm b u i l d i n g  a  b r i c k  k i l n ,  and had quick ly  turned i t  t o  g r e a t  advantage by t r a n s p o r t i n g  
t h e  c o a l  t o  major c i t i e s  by t h e  newly-completed Bal t imore and Ohio i ia i l road  ( t h i s  was one 
of t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e s  i n  t he  United S t a t e s  of t he  coa i - r a i l road  a f f i l i a t i o n  which 
would become of p rog res s ive ly  g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e ) .  J. 0. Watson acquired a l a r g e  
p i e c e  of proper ty  t o  t h e  southeas t  of t h e  then-small town of Fairmont i n  1849, and on 
o r  n e a r  t h i s  land  h i s  sons would b u i l d  a  s e r i e s  of mansions, most of which a r e  now gone. 

The Watsons prospered.  Clarence Wayland Watson became a  United S t a t e s  Senator  
(1911-1913) and h i s  brother-in-law, Aretas  Brooks Fleming, was governor of West V i r g i n i a  
(1890-1893). V i r t u a l l y  a l l  m a l e  menbers of t h e  Watson fami ly  were involved i n  t h e  
Watson-dominated Consol idat ion Coal Company (one of t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s )  
o r  one of i ts  s u b s i d i a r i e s .  J. E. Watson was no eucept ion;  he a l s o  had l a r g e  t imber  
i n t e r e s t s  and was p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Bank of Fairmont. 

 ats son's choice  of Horace Trumbauer (1868-1938) was a  s i g n i f i c a n t  one. Trumbauer, 
a long with McKim, Mead & White, Charles E. P r a t t  and Richard Morris Hunt, w a s  one of 
t h e  ch i e f  architects of t he  very r i c h  i n  t he  Gilded Age. He had b u i l t  a  chateau f o r  
anorher  c o a l  magnate, Edward J. Berwind, b u t ,  t y p i c a l l y ,  whi le  much of Berwind's f o r t u n e  
was made i n  West V i rg in i a ,  he chose t o  b u i l d  i n  Xewport, Rhode I s l and .  Other c l i e n t s  
included George Jay  Gould, E. T. S to tesbury ,  P.d.3. Widener, James Buchanan Duke, 
Cornelius Vanderb i l t  111 and M r s .  Henry Dodge. Trumbauer occas iona l ly  d i d  c o m e r i c i a l  
bu i ld ings  (Ritz-Carl ton Hotel  i n  Boston),  museums ( t h e  Ph i l ade lph ia  Xuseum of  A r t ) ,  o r  
c o l l e g e s  ( t h e  nucleus of Duke Univers i ty) ,  bu t  h i s  r e a l  l o v s  was a grand r e s i d e n t i a l  
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b u i l d i n g  on a  b o t t o m l e s s  budget .  While Trumbauer s u p e r v i s e d  most of t h e  work p u t  o u t  
by h i s  o f f i c e ,  a f t e r  h e  made h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  he  seldom g o t  n e a r  a  d r a f t i n g  board ,  and 
much of  h i s  work w a s  done by a  young b l a c k ,  J u l i a n  Abele.  

The combinat ion o f   ats son's f o r t u n e  and Trumbauer's t a s t e  was a happy one. 
High Gate  e x e m p l i f i e s  Edwardian opulence as w e l l  a s  any b u i l d i n g  i n  West V i r g i n i a ,  
and i s  c e r t a i n l y  t h e  a n t i t h e s i s  of any West V i r g i n i a  s t e r e o t y p e .  The c r a f t s m e n s h i p  
and m a t e r i a l s  employed i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  Watson House were t h e  b e s t  t o  b e  found. 
The house  seems t o  succeed  b o t h  th rough  i t s  d e t a i l i n g  and a s  a whole. P r o p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  rooms and p a r t i c u l a r l y  of t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  v o i d s  and s o l i d s  on 
t h e  e x t e r i o r  demons t ra te  a sound s e n s e  of good s c a l e  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e .  While t h e  
house i t s e l f  would n o t  be  mis taken  f o r  a genuine Jacobean o r  E l i z a b e t h a n  manor house ,  
i t  draws h e a v i l y  on e c l e c t i c  and a n t i q u a r i a n  p receden t  t o  c r e a t e  a v e r y  American and 
( a t  t h e  t ime)  v e r y  modem and comfor tab le  r e s i d e n c e .  

P r e s i d e n t  Wil l iam Howard T a f t  was e n t e r t a i n e d  i n  t h e  house and f o r  y e a r s  t h e  house 
was l i v e d  i n  i n  a  v e r y  grand s c a l e .  However, c o a l  p r i c e s  f l u c t u a t e d  g r e a t l y  d u r i n g  
t h e  19201s ,  a f f e c t i n g  c o a l  miner  and c o a l  o p e r a t o r  a l i k e ,  and Watson 's  own f o r t u n e  
w a s  reduced.  James Edwin Watson d i e d  i n  1926, and i n  1929 t h e  house  was s o l d  t o  t h e  
S i s t e r s  of S t .  Joseph ,  who renamed i t  S t .  J o s e p h ' s  V i l l a .  The S i s t e r s  used  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
as a  r e s t  hone and l a t e r  as a k i n d e r g a r t e n .  The Watson House i s  now s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y  
maintained a s  a  f u n e r a l  home, and t h e  o l d  coach house  is a  n u r s i n g  home. 
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9MT Aeferences 
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Verbal baundarj description and  justification The Vatson,  James Edwin, Eouse,  coachhouse and 
grounds are l o c a t e d  i n  a r e c t a n g l e  bounded t o  t h e  S.E. by F a i m o n t  Ave., t o  t h e  N.E. 
by 8 t h  S t . ,  t o  t h e  N.W. by Wallnut Ave., and t o  the S.W. by 9 t h  S t .  

ki s t  all states and counties for properties orerlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code -- -- 

s!ste code c o u ~ t y  code 

d d . FQ~?'X!~ Prepared By - 
P e t e r  Flagg Xaxson, A r c h i t e c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n ,  

nameititle and Rodney S. C o l l i n s ,  A r c h i t s c t u r a l  H i s t o r i a n  -- - 
H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Uni t  

organization W.Va. Dept. of  C u l t u r e  S HisLory date September 9 ,  1981 -- -- 
The C u l t u r a l  Cen te r  

street 8 rurnter -- C a p l t o l  Complex telephone (304) 348-0240 -- 

ci?y or town C h a r l e s t o n  state West V i r g i n i a  25305 . 
12. %$ate H i s t o r i c  Preservation Off icar Certif icetion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national X - state - local 
- - - 

As the designated State Historic Preservation 
655), 1 hereby nominate this property for 
accordmg to the criteria and procedures c a 

Stata Historic Preservation Officer signature 
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