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HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM 

DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HISTORY 
THE CULTURAL CENTER 

1 MAME( S )  h~storlc/common. Herml t a g e  Motor  I n n  

2 LOCATION street/road. V l r g l n l a  Ave (US Route  220) 

c~iy / town Petersburg, WV 26847 
(~ncorporated/untncorporated) 

3 USE/FUNCTION present: H o t e l  

orrg~nal: Residence 

* OWNER/ADDRESS present: Jlrn d Dlane  Roby 

P.0- BOX 1177 

or~glnal: 
Patersburg,  WV 26847 

Mr. Jacob Kenny Chambers 

(Staff Use Only) 
1 

(phone no.) 

5 P;~OTO/SKETCH OF: Pefersburg, WV 26847 7. PLAN (include approx. dimensions): 

5 LOCALE/ENVIRONMENT (map) 

See Al tached  

8. (A.) ACREAGE ( s ~ p r o x ) :  I 
I A c r e  - -. 

(8 . )  VERBAL BOUNDARY 
DESCRIPTION: 

The l l e rm l tage  i s  - l oca ted  
w l t h l n  a r e c t a n g l e  formed by 
V l r g l n i a  Ave. on t h e  nor th;  a i dr lveway o n  t h e  east;  t h e  n o r t h  
edge o f  a p a r k i n g  l o t  on  t h e  south; and t h e  
e a s t  edge o f  a dr iveway o n  t h e  west. 



stone 
br~ck P-f acede 
concrete 

wta~herboard 
cla~board 
board & banen 
sh~nqle 

Structural System 

masonry ' X 
frame 
log 
metal 
other 

foundation stone 

c. Roofing Material 

wood - 
metal 
slats 
ttle 
asphalt 
cornpostion .X 
other 

d ksoc~a ted  Structures (me/type). e. Integrity (include dates): 

$0 w w n  origmal s~te/relocated Orlglnal 
r i g i n a  s ructure,  

excluded from nominated area. alterattons enclosed two s to rv  pocch 

de~cndenc~es none alona east  slde, modernized 1n)erlor. 

other addjtions Th l r d  s to ry  added e a r l  v 
20th century: modern block a d d l t l o n  
a t  rear.  

f Cand~t~on g. Threats: 

?xce:lent 
X 

l n t e r g r l t y  threatened by numerous addi t ions.  
-;god 
fa~r 
C;re:~or%ed 
abandoned 

10 SlGPi:ilCANCE lu55 atrachment sheet ~f necessary) The Hermltage I s  s l g n l f  l c a n t  f o r  I t s  h l s t o r y  as a ho te l  
which has been I n  continuous operat lon s lnce 1831. Located 

9 &rcC~tect/Eu~lder/Eng~neer adjacent t o  t h e  old Grant County CourP House and on t h e  maln 

highway through t h e  South Branch V ~ l l e y  It was prominently 
5 j.:ylo/~erlod. Vernacu 1 ar located t o  serve t rave lers .  O r l g l n a l l y  a two s t o r y  s t ruc tu re ,  

.lth Greek !nf luence t h e  house I s  a cjood example o f  t h e  mld 19th century vernacular 
c 3ate(s) ce. 1940 architecture o f  t h e  South Branch Valley, showlng influence o f  

t h e  Greek Revival  Style. 

Ac:?f~d from survey documentatlsn prepared by Nan Stevens, Region 8 P l ann 1 ng and Developmer,-I+ 

Csa~ncil ,  F.O. Box 887, Petersburg, WV 26847, f o r  t h e  West V l r g l n l a  Department o f  Cu l tu re  
an.? Hls tory .  

:I . ~o r rd s r fu l  West Virginia. Char l e s ton ,  West V i rg in i a :  Department of 

Satural  Resources.  February 1980, v o l .  4 3 ,  no. 1 2 ,  pp. 2-6. 

. , 2;PnRE~ BY Paula S. Reed ---. . - DATE - 8/09/84 

'f-rass 207 S. Potomac Street ,  ~ a ~ e r s t o w n ,  MD 21740 .- - 

, ,.qL allon Preservat i on  Assocl ates. I nc. 



i 7 A C H M E N T  TO HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM 

( 3E!LZ-'.'EhT OF CULTURE & HISTORY 
I - - =  - - --L "4L CENTER I 
( 2-''-E573!:. WEST VIRGINIA 25305 1 

4.  J i m  and Diane Roby . 

P. 0. Box 1177 
Pz te r sbu rg  , WV 26847 

($10. S i g n i f i c a n c e ,  continued) 

During t h e  e a r l y  20th century ,  a t h i r d - s t o r y ,  a l s o  of b r i c k  cons t ruc t ion  
was added, changing t h e  propor t ion  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  A turn-of-the-century 
pe r iod  two s t o r y  porch wi th  turned p o s t s  and S a l u s t e r s  i s  a l s o  p a r t  of t h e  
c?dz i thg r s ce ived  by the  inn  a t  t h a t  t ime. 

The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Hermitage d e r i v e s  from i t s  cont inuow o p e r a t i o n  
2s a2 im s i n c e  1881. Over a  century  of opera t ion  a s  a  h o s t e l r y  i l l u s t r a t e s  
'132 i z p o r t a n c e  of t h e  commercial a s s o c i a t i o n s  of the  proper ty  t o  Pe t e r sbu rg  
272 the  South Branch Valley. 

The s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  Hermitage (before 1904 c a l l e d  t h e  Taylor  
E o t s l )  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  l a r g e  numbers of g u e s t s ,  such a s  s ta tesmen,  judges and 
la~?.-ers  who r e g u l a r l y  s tayed  a t  t he  h o s t e l r y  while  i n  Pe tersburg  f o r  c o u r t  
h 3 i x e s s  a t  t h e  neighboring courthouse. T o u r i s t s ,  hun te r s  and fishermen 
? ~ r 2  a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t he  h o t e l  because of t he  spec t acu la r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and 
sc..aic q u a l i t i e s  of t h e  South Branch Valley. 

The Hzrrnitage is a l s o - i m p o r t a n t  f o r  i t s  longevi ty  a s - a  h o t e l  bus ines s  
Lx t h e  r e g i o n .  No o the r  h o t e l s  i n  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  have e x i s t e d  
corrtLiuously f o r  over a  century .  The Hotel  was c a l l e d  t h e  "~unningham" and 
l a t e r  i n  t h e  1 9 t h  century ,  the Taylor  Hotel .  

H t s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  w a s  cons t ruc ted  i n  t he  ca .  1840-41 pe r iod  by 
I c z a l  s l a v e s  who used b r i c k s  f i r e d  on t h e  s i t e .  Jacob Kenny Chambers w a s  

- .  
t ' 5S  o r i g i n a l  owner. During - the  Civir-War- t he  bCiIding housed f e d e r a l  

- 

:r,-o?s engaged i n  valley-wide campaigns. Mountain cl imbers  s tayed a t  t h e  
f z = i i i c p  ~ . -h i le  t r a i n i n g  a t  nearby Seneca Rocks during World War 11. 

m Lze o r i g i n a l  block of t h e  b u i l d i n g  cont inues  t o  convey i ts  s t rong  
- - - a r c h i t e c ~ u r a l  f l a v o r  a s  an inn.  The 2 - t i e r  porch,  wi th  turn-of-the-century - 

sa-7: t r i m ,  i s  evoca t ive  of Vic tor ia -era  r u r a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  
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