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HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM

HISTORIC PRESERVATION UNIT
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURE & HISTORY
THE CULTURAL CENTER
CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA 25305

1 MAME(S)

2 LOCATION street/road: Yirginla Ave (US Route 220)

Petersburg, WV 26847
{incorporated/unincorporated)

3. USE/FUNCTION present: Hotel

cily/town:

original: Resldence

4. QWNER/ADDRESS present:

histaric/common: Hermit+age Motor inn

Jim & Dlane Roby

{Statf Use Only)
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P«.O. Box 1177

Petersburg, WY 26847
Mr. Jacob Kenny Chambers

original:

%  PHOTO/SKETCH Of: Petersburg, WY 26847

o] LOCALE/ENVIRONMENT(map)
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{phone no.)

7. PLAN (include approx. dimensions):

See Attached
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(B.) VERBAL BOUNDARY ;
DESCRIPTION:
The Hermitage is- located
within a rectangle formed by
Virginia Ave. on the north; o

driveway on the eas*; the north
edge of a perking lot on the south; and the
east edge of a criveway on the west.
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DESCRIPTION (clarity as appropriate):

Exiarior rabnc - b Structural System c. Roofing Materiai
stone masonry X wood
brick Red.flemish bond facade frame metal
concret2 log siate
stucco metal tile
weatherboard —— other asphait
clasboard compaosition X
board & batten ________ . other
shingle foundation .stone
other
d Associated Structures (use/type): e. Integrity {include dates):
outhuildings ﬁm.u_m:figns_prue?.t.?mern original site/relocated __original ’
srick motor Inn behind original structure,
excluded from nominated area. alterations enclosed two story pocch
dependencies nene along east side, modernlzed interior.
other additions Third story added early
20th century; modern block addl+ion
at rear.
Condition g. Threats:
exceilent Intergrity threatened by numerous addltions.
good
fair
caterinrated
abandonred

IGNFICANCE tuse attachment sheet f necessary): The Hermltage Is significant for Its history as a hotel

which has been In continuous operatlon since 1881. Located
adjacent to the old Grant County Court House and on the maln
hlghway through the South Branch Valley 1t was promlinently

Siyle/Period: Yernacular located to serve travelers. Origlnally a two story structure,
"‘h Greek Revival !nfluence the house Is a good example of the mld 19th century vernacuiar
Date(s) ca. 1840 architecture of the South Branch Valiey, showing influence of
the Greek Revival Style.

Architect/Builder/Engineer:

SIBLIQGRAPHY

=d from survey documenfaﬂon prepared by Nan S‘reve'\s, Region 8 Planning and Development

I, P.O. Box 887, Pe+ersburg, WV . 26847 for the West VYirginia Department of Culture

ca
cunci
nd History.
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wonderful West Virginia. Charleston, West Virginia: Department of
Natural Resources. February 1980, vol. 43, no. 12, pp. 2-6.

o “ "‘EPAQED BY Paula S. Reed DATE 8/09/84
s4rpss _207 S. Potomac Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740
.-~ =rization Preservatlion Assoclates, iInc.

s s (3013 79i-7880




TTACHMENT TO HISTORIC PROPERTIES INVENTORY FORM

'—'_i‘: FRESERVATION UNIT

**ZNT OF CULTURE & HISTORY
: < RAL CENTER
-I3TON. WEST VIRGINIA 25305

2 s ristoric/Common: Hermitage Motor Inn

4, Jim and Diane Roby
P. 0. Box 1177
Petersburg, WV 26847

(#10. Significance, continued)

During the early 20th century, a third story, also of brick construction
was added, changing the proportion of the building. A turn-of-the-century
vperiod two story porch with turned posts and balusters is also part of the
updating received by the inn at that time.

The significance of the Hermitage derives from its continuous operation
as an inn since 1881. Over a century of operation as a hostelry illustrates
the importance of the commercial assoc1at10ns of the property to Petersburg
and the South Branch Valley.

The social significance of the Hermitage (before 1904 called the Taylor
otel) relates to the large numbers of guests, such as statesmen, judges and
u§ rs who regularly stayed at the hostelry while in Petersburg for court
bu51 ness at the neighboring courthouse. Tourists, hunters and fishermen
ware also attracted to the hotel because of the spectacular recreational and
scenic qualities of the South Branch Valley.

Jt 'Tj

The Hermitage is also important for its longevity as a hotel business
in the region. WNo other hotels in the immediate vicinity have existed
continuously for over a century. The Hotel was called the '"Cunningham" and
later in the 19th century, the Taylor Hotel.

H¢stor1cally, the bulldlng was constructed in the ca. 1840-41 period by
cca 1 slaves who used bricks fired on the site. Jacob Kenny Chambers was
2 Original owner. During the CiviI War the building housed federal -
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ops engaged in valley-wide campaigns. Mountain climbers stayed at the
ity while training at nearby Seneca Rocks during World War II.
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The original block of the building continues to convey its strong
---arcnitectural- flavor as an inn. The 2-tier poreh, with turn-of-the-century -
sawn trim, is evocative of Victoria-era rural architecture.
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Petersburg kast Quad
Hickory Hill
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The Hermitage
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