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2. Location |
County Route 21/2 (0ld River Road), off State Route It

—— not for puolication

sireet & mumber
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city. town Williamstown __)f_ vicinity of i

state West Virginia code 54 county Vicod ; code 107
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3. Gizssification

Categoryi Ownership Siatus Present Use

~X_ cistrict —~- pubiic occupied X_ agriculture —_ museum "
» buiidingls) private unoccupied - -+ -- - - -commarciat — - ~park

— slructure — both —— work in progress . educational private residence

— site Public Acguisition Accessible —— entertainmant — religious
— chiect N /Ain process _X_yes: restricted — government — scientific
- being considered ——.. yes: unvestricted - industrial- - ™~ ———transportation
—_no —— military "— other:
4. Dwner of Property - O

name 1) HKiichael B. Rolston (see Continuztionr Sheet)

‘ street & number 2110 Plum Strest

city, town Parkersburg —__ vicinity of “state WV 2€101

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wood County Court House

street & number Court Square

city, town Parkersburg state WV 26100
6. Bepresentation in Existing Surveys - ¢+

i Hen . i i ‘
title derson Hall Survey has this property been determined eligible? yes 5_ no.

X

— tederai ——State __county ___ jocal

gate  Vinter, 1985

cepository for survey.rec&_’c;étoric‘VPreservation Unit, Depa»rtment of Culture and History
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city,tcwn - Charleston = _ L . .. state WV -
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"2)7 ' Sandra Henderson Bauske
) 10429 South Millard
Chicago, lllinois 60655

3) Enid Henderson Jakrett
2110 Plum Street , -
Parkersburg, WV 26l0l ' _ -

5) Jean Henderson Brady
2110 Plum Street
Parkersburg, WV 26l0l
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" Describe the pre’Sen!"and original (it known) physical appearance o o e e

The Henderson Hall-Historic District is an important Ohio Valley complex of residences,

- »‘»»o-utbuitvdings,f; _depehde,ncies-_.a_nd other ancillary structures that has played an. important .

""_F.S’%st

.. role.in local agricultural affairs and state history from .the point of settlement of the land . = _
_in_the early nineteenth century. The focal point of the district is "Henderson Hall", a .=~
___3=story lItalianate mansion of the Italian Villa style which overlooks the Ohio River .~~~ = =%
" “approximately-twomiles southwest of Williamstown, West Virginia. The lands surrounding
Henderson Hall are level, or gently rolling, and are divided between two upper benches,

or high ancient flood plains, and a lower tract, or bottomland, which has been used for

over a century for pasturage. Both the house and grounds possess highly scenic

qualities that are visible from local byways and the river.

The resources of the Henderson Hall Historic District ara evenly distributed within the
proposed boundaries, between State Route |4 and County Route 21/2 (River Road). At
the southeast corner of the district is the tree-shadad Henderson Cemetery which contains
the graves of generations of the Henderson family.

The segment of the historic district between Henderson Hall and the Ohio River is a
two-level bottomland which has served as an integral part of the estate (for corn
production), as a pasture for fine horses, and in years past, as a corridor for the
passage of goods to and from the farm proper. Nineteenth century maps of the area show
the riverbank marked with the name "Henderson's Landing," an appropriate designation
considering the dependence of the local land holders on river traffic, such as freight and
passenger service, which provided essential modes of 19th century transportation and A
communication before the coming of the railroads and paved highways. No above-ground -
features, however, remain visible at the landing site. '

-

The Henderscr Hall Historic District is a well defined I9th-century farm complex that
illustrates through surviving dependencies the importance of large-scale farming and
breeding operaticns in West Virginia's Ohio Valley druing the 19th ang early 20th centuries.
The district's principal residence, Henderson Hall, moreover, is West Virginia's finest
surviving and best preserved example of its particular architectural style.

The following resources are part of the Henderson Hall Historic District:

1. Henderson Hall , 1856-59, J.M. Slocomb, architect, key contributing. “Henderson
: Hall" is a perfectly preserved example of Italianate architecture of the Italian
Villa mode. It stands on a broad terrace overlooking the Ohio River amid
outbuildings and dependencies dating to various periods of the 19th century.
Building materials used in construction of the house, including old brick,
stone, and timber, were produced entirely on the Henderson farm. The dominant
portion of the structure was professionally designed by an architect and built
in the years 1856-59; a rear block, constructed in 1836 of locally handmade red
brick, antedztes the dominant ltalianate-style section and is the oldest standing
residential structure in the area.

The Henderson residence was built in the decade prior to the Civil War when the
Italianate style was at its height of popularity in the United States. . The great
American architect Andrew Jackson Downing, in his The Architecture of éountry
Houses, referred to the ltalian style as "one that expresses not wholly the spirit of
country life nor of town life, but something between both". The house presents
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- N masswe sxlhouette in an smpresswe pasgoral settmg above the Ohgo Rwer-
_it.is the focal point of Henderson haldings that formerty numbered several _-
thousand acres. The house nevertheless wou!d be equaﬂ‘y ssgmfzcant had ‘

.;_L.lt been- desngned for a fashionable 19th century ne;ghborhocd” in nearby -

Parkersburg, West Vnrgmua or Marnetta Ohxo. D S TR

The hallmarks of the Itahanate style are all present in the symmetrxcal plan

and elegantly detailed proportions of Henderson Hall. Significant period design
characteristics include: broad overhanging (very deep) eaves embellished with
oversized paired bracketwork; round-topped windows detailed with stone
hoodmoulds; a balustraded entrance porch with hand-carved stone columns
matching the stone watertable and a stone third-story stringcourse; and a
square, hipped-roof belvedere centrally placed above the shallow hipped metal
roof. An especially interesting symmetrical feature of the front elevation is

the coupling or pairing of tall windows in three, 3-story recessed bays.

Centered at the rear elevation is a gabled-roof 2-story brick residence-kitchen
which forms the original unit of the house.

Condition of both portions of Henderson Hall is good; and integrity of the
original fabric is exceptional. Minor water damage (rot), however, has occurrec
to portions of the soffits and cornices of the overhanging eaves due to leaks in
the boxed gutters. Migration of water into the brick of the rear block is due

to past or recent defective downspouting; and capillary moisture from the grounc
(rising damp) is present in the lower walls of the rear elevation unit.

Henderson Hall is a commodious residence with high ceilings and a spacious
‘entrance foyer. There are virtually no alterations of the original exterior/
interior fabric, save for the installation of gas and electricity for lighting and
heating as those conveniences became available. In the words of the owner, a
descendant of the builder, "Henderson Hall retains all of its original furnishings
and two centuries of manuscripts, pamtmgs photographs, furniture and personazi:
memorabilia of the family. Also surviving are extensive records, ledgers,
publications and correspondence pertaining to the Henderson brothers. L1

Condition: Good A
2. Log Smokehouse, c. 1836, Contributing. Constructed of squared logs, notched

in dovetail fashion at corners, this l-story ancillary kuildirg is gable-roofed
with weatherboarded gable ends.

Condition: Fair




G R

i

AT Temm AW coz wa

T2s Dilatss Tepartment of the inlesar

diztional Park Samvice T HPS usa ondy
O T iy iy 2 2 RO 3 -: — Ton omoam aw S ARG

SN EG ‘3. 7;? 3; 3113 »C ERE ?, SRR B LR
inyear 31@??-?&&9?335:}333 Form | aisantered..
Continuation sheat Henderson Hall HD ’ item number 7

. carriage born-in,. the 19th century, "the buildir g F.ciétsed” a schoolroom ‘for childrer

i'j..~.3~—~Carnage Barn- and Schoolroom “c. 1860,. Céntkiﬁdtifié;‘ The'géﬁfé—-’fébfed on&

---stery rectalinear fr_ame building used for storage and-currently houses-a .-ie oo i
,\.l%ﬁf?_ﬁﬁthry earrxa,ge.n (This carruage is shown in-front:of Henderson. HaH m i

~photograpk tA. The originiat photo was ‘taken c: 189.) "Aside from its useasa
of the farm and nearby homés.  Original benches, slate blackboards and other
school equipment are preserved in the room. The schoolroom is believed to ke
one of the oldest surviving in the state.

Condition: Good
4. Log Corncrib, c. 1836, Contributing. This low gabled roof farm buildirc is

constructed of squared logs with notched corners. The ridge pole of the roof
has collasped.

Condition: Poor

5. Corncrib, c. 1856, Contributing. Also part of the immediate grounds of Henders———
Hall is a frame corncrib with steeply pitched gabled roof. The building rests
upon squared stone piers. ) SRR >t

Condition: Good

6. Scale House, c. 1856, Contributing. Used for farm equipment storage, the scale
house is a I-story frame structure with pitched roof and siding of vertical flush
boards. The building is entered through a large doukledoor. Remnants of a
substantial corral and pens survive about the buildinc.

Condition: Fair
7. CowBarn, c. 1850, Contributing. This shed-roofed, I-story bank barn, is
" Treveted” agairst a hillside upon a very substantial raised froundation of large
squared sandstone blocks. The roof is in poor condition.

Condition: Poor

8. Barn, c. 1895, Contributing. The vertical board, story-and-a-half frame barn
has a low-pitched gable roof.

Condition: Poor

9. Tenant House, c. 1895-1900, Contributing. The house is a modest story-and-a-
half structure with slate roof. This subsidiary farmhouse has housed farm
tenants during much of its history.

Condition: Goo_d
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':f"_; 1o, ;f‘" "‘."oodhaven" (Henry Clay Henderson House), Iﬁf?_;.,tontr”butmg Tgnis:‘l—r

. story- frame house, with L- shaped plan, features's%rafk}w gabfed roofs and tan R
narrow wmdow—opemngs -H-was built- by H C Hené‘erson” eme of‘tﬁe Ffencfe

B Hendefsom s -‘-r..——— o e i 2ol B

'Condition: Fair

Il. Henderson Cemetery, early [9th century, Contributing. The Henderson family
cemetery is encircled with a castiron fence and is shaded with giant century-
old trees. The rows of graves are marked with a variety of |9th-century- style
monuments such as: stone obelisks, round-topped and rectangular slabs
and columns surmounted with draped urns or balls. Nineteenth century funerz—:
symbolism and art forms are present throughout the grounds. Many members ¢~
the Henderson and Tomlinson families who settled this section of the Ohio Valleu
are buried in the cemetery which can be seen from Henderson Hall.

12. Stone Terrace Wall, mid-19th century, Contributing. This wall is shown in
supplementary, c. 1891 photo #1 (copy of historical photograph). The terrace
wall is composed of heavy, locally quarried, squared stone blocks with quarry-
faced textures. The wall forms a demarcation point between the Henderon Hal:
complex of buxldmgs and the lower pasture/bottomland fronting upon the Ohio
River. . .

lnd:an Mound A, Contributing. This prehistoric mound, measuring approximat=is
25 feet In dxameter and 8 feet high, is located about 100 feet southwest of
Henderson Hall; it is apparently intact. Formal archaeological studies have

not yet been made to ascertain scientific identification or dating, but similar mcus
including the giant Mound Cemetery mound at nearby Marietta, Ohio, have beer
assocnated wnth the Adena culture. .

«_..3,

Mound B, Contr:butmg Smaller and less dlscernable than Mound A th:s pre-— -
historic man-made feature is located immediately east of Mound A.

Mound C, Contributing. Similar in size to Mound B, Mound C is located nc;rth o
Henderson Hall and is less impressive in size than is Mound A.

The mounds at Henderson Hall are surviving elements of a culture once wid'esprﬁv
in the Ohio Valley, in the Kanawha Valley of West Virginia, and in southern .
Ohio. They are probably associated with the Adenas, a native American people =& e
the Early Woodland period, best known for their ceremonial burial practices. '
It is interesting to note that Elizabeth Ann Tomlinson, wife of Henderson Hall

builder George Washington Henderson, was a member of the Tomlinson family wiies -
once owned the Grave Creek Mound at Moundsville, West Virginia. That mounc i=
the largest of all known Adena culture tumuli.
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e 1300 B.El-timé'i'e;énd.thofRaiiroéd—Line and F}ight:offivay; : Ncm'c:ontribut__ing.f'_';Résse‘s R
. . _unobstrusively across a:portion of the bottomland of the Henderson estate; . -..- - i
L S 'the-ﬁae_ra‘ndlna‘fmwriQh‘t-’éf;Wéy do not contribute to the Historical themes or . ==

" associative charactefistics that make the historic district significant. .

14.  "Mounting Block", 19th century, Contributing. Sited in the yard, east and to

: the rear of Henderson Hall, is a stone mounting block. The object is of sand-
stone, features a 3-step stair, and is fashioned from a single block. The mou-~ =i
block was used by equestrians as an aid to mounting a horse, or as a convenierc=
which permitted the user to enter a carriage in a gentlemanly fashion. v

Mounting blocks have become increasingly rare (insitu) in West Virginia. The
one at Henderson Hall is an important surviving example in the mid-Ohio Valley .

Contributing/Noncontributing Resources » -
Buildings - 10

Structures - ’ 4 (Il stone terrace wall; 3 mounds)

Objects - 1 (mounting block) :

Sites - 1 (I cemetery)

Noncontributing : - 1 (railroad line)

Total Contributing Resources - 16
Total Noncontributing Resources - |




A

PRI A

_ Specific dates [334.1856-59;1836-1936 Builder Architect

<1 Statement of Signiticance (ih_,ohe»pa;é_gr_'aph) »

RIE

Pariod Araas of Signiticanca—Check and justify bajow
x prahisternic X archectogyv-prehistoric TITIManty planiir g ‘andscape architesture  _ religion
153014283 arcneclogy -nistoric TI0325ahsn - SE science

. 15060-1553 2(_ agricuiture . economics X Literature - )% sculpiurz

.~ 1600-1699 - X architecture . .. .. _-__education cemaosmibitary - o - sogial . .. .
- 1700-1799- " _art . .y engineering C LEmusic . TS U L Bumanitacsee . o
X_ 18001899 .E__ commerce ’ .=~ exploration settlement ____philosophy ~ ° . ___ theater R,
A 1900~ ____communications . industry + X% ponitics government o transporisoosw

“e - ee oo invention o

USRI S Y

S e e T S

* The Henderson Hall Historic District is significant because it encloses the largest ~
and best preserved complex of 19th-century farm and farm-related buildings surviving cr=
the West Virginia side of the Ohio Valley. Among the district’'s dominant resources is
"Henderson Hall",an ltzlianate mansion of the Italian Villa mode, which is the best presz— =2
and most significant example of its style surviving in West Virginia. The complex derivz=
additional significance from the several pre-historic tumuli that identify the site as a
locus of the enterprises of ancient Ohio Valley peoples. The Hendersons who built ’
Henderson Hall and developed this land were members of a family who were among the
earliest and most prominent settlers in Wood County, (West}Virginia, and the Ohio
Valley. Significantly, the Hendersons were associated through marriages, over a pericc =——
several generations, with the Tomlinson, Williams, and Beeson families who settled early
Wood County, West Virginia.

Henderson family holdings in Western Virginia, of the late I18th and early 19th centur-.
exceeded 25,000 acres. These lands were located in what is now Harrison, Wood, Wirt = -~-
Pleasants Counties. Three brothers, John Glassford Henderson, Alexander Henderson,
(11), and James Henderson, all settled on portions of family lands and became locally
important farmers who played roles in the formation of Wood County, which was organizz—

from the western section of Harrison County, in 1798. The pioneering Henderson brothz=r=
were the sons of Alexander Henderson, Sr. (1), of Dumfries, Virginia, a wealthy mercrar—.
member of the House of Burgesses, and a political supporter, associate .and friend of Gecr—=
Washington. - ' ' - :

3
N .

The lands upon which H‘e.ndersovn Hall was built were developed by Georgé Washingtc~
Henderson (1802-66), a son of Alexander Henderson, Jr. (11), and a grandson of
Alexander Henderson, Sr. (1). -The marriage of G.W. Henderson, and Elizabeth Ann

_Tomlinson Henderson (1810-88), in 1826, consolidated family lands, including portions of ==

original Tomlinson tomahawk claims which comprised portions of present Williamstown, ore
of the earliest points of settlement in the Ohio Valley. The Henderson lands of that tim=
accounted for more than 2000 acres of surrounding northern Wood county countryside.

Development of the Henderson farm near Williamstown, in the quarter century before ==
Civil War, witnessed the construction of a large plantation which utilized the rich
alluvial soils of nearby bottomlands and broad terraces for the raising of cash crops.
From early times the Hendersons bred horses and cattle and contributed substantially to
the agricultural economy of the locale. Three sons of George Washington Henderson, Hernrw
Clay (1845-1823), Jock Bedell (1848-1942), and Arthur Taylor (1850-1926) remained active

and highly successful farmers on the lands bequeathed to them by their mother, Elizabst—
Anne Tomlinson Henderson. .

The buildings and structures which survive from the original Henderson Hall estate (=z. -
are still used for certain farming operations) form a significant grouping of 19th-century
agricultural buildings, among which are two pre-Civil War log structures used in former

. times for the storage of meats and grain. The complex is. stanificant for its well distribur==

resources on a b&-acre tract between the Ohio River and the Henderson fémity cemetery -
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~ . .. ..Dominating the _gomplex,istti'l_e.family.tgnceﬁral- homa;."Henderson Hall" . -Built in-two.~--
~..-Sections, the major.1856-59 block _designed by Marietta, Ohig, .architect J.M, Slocemb, - .
. _is the best preserved.and finest surviving example of the Italian Villa mode of ltalianate

-architecture in West Virginia,_-Its broad, bracketed eaves, low profile hipped roof, and
" square belevedere areé outstanding répresentative elemants of ifs architectural style. 7 -

The Henderson family cemetery is significant becauses the graves of generations of arz=
settlers, primarily from the Henderson-Tomlinson famiiies, are found here. Numerous
excellent examples of 19th-century funerary art, evocztive of Victorian sentiment and =
custom, can be viewed in forms ranging from obelisks, draped urns and ball finials, i
clasped hands symbolising the "crossing over", to poztic epitaphs carved in script-like .. o
styles. The plot is encircled by a high cast-iron fence, itself an important object; it was
produced by the Stewart Ironworks of Cincinnati, Ohio, one of the Ohio Valley's leading
19th-century manufacturers of iron products.

The Henderson Hall Historic District is significant historically for its association witr
several of the following representative figures: A -

Alexander Henderson, Jr. (11), sometimes called "Sandy". 'Alexander Henderson sett!=—
on lands in the Little Kanawha River Valley, c. 1798, near present Palestine, Wirt Countv .
He and his wife, Jane Hutchinson Lithgow, were locally regarded for their cultivated ‘ A
interests. The Hendersons were acquaintances, or friands, of the Harman Blennerhassei==_
of Blennerhassett Island, in the Ohio River, and are known to have visited the island.
Henderson is often remembered as a witness for the prosecution in the nationally famous
Burr Conspiracy of 1806, and trial of 1807, in which Harman Blennerhassett was also
involved, and later acquittedl Alexander is buried with his wife in the Henderson Ceme:

=

— 2

Archibald Henderson, a brother of Alexander Hencerson, Jr. While this figure was
never a long-term, or permanent, resident of the Henderson lands near Williamstown, he
is, nevertheless, strongly associated with the estate and family lore.

Archibald Henderson (1785-1859), was a military professional who commanded the marire= .
on the frigate "Constitution", and served as commandant of the U.S. Marine Corp in
Washington for 40 years. He distinguished himself in the Florida campaign of 1837, and
subsequently was brevetted a brigadier general for gallant service. (This was an unusuz=ij~s
high honor for the period. Brevetting became a more common military honor during and T
after the Civil War.) Archibald Henderson visited Henderson Hall in 1841, while accomparmairres:
the body of President William Henry Harrison to its final place of rest at North Bend, Ohic_ .
Henderson is credited in local histories as having brought the first peach tree to the Ohic

Valley. A I9th-century photographic portrait and other memorabelia of the famous soldie~
are kept at Henderson Hall.

1See Item Number 8, p. 6
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" Ceorge Vv'a'srhi’r"fgtonHenderson -{1802~-566}, son of Alexar}der'ﬁ'é:nééi}sug}ngi'kgi"B*uﬂder o=

-— - -Henderson Hall,_in two parts, and-developer of-the estate, G ¥ Hendersorn is the domir=rr"

.- historical:figure associated with-the -northern Weood County Mendersom Ignds. G W ~
- . “Henderson was educated at Ohio University, and served in.the VWheeling Cortvention of (Z=._ .
..~ which met:and.determined that Western Virginia should remain loyal to the Union: - Hend ———xq
also held local minor offices. . R e LT : ”‘ DR T e

Before the Civil War some slave labor was used to run the estate. In the late 1840's,
according to Parkersburg historian Bernard Allen, George W. Henderson accused Davic
Putnam, Jr., of Marietta, Ohio, of aiding in the escape of nine of Henderson's slaves.
Putnam later won the case when he was defended by Salmon P. Chase, later Chief Justice —=
the U.S. Supreme Court. :

e

Jock Bedell Henderson (1848—-1342), son of G. W. Henderson.

J.B. Henderson intensively farmed the estate and lived his entire, long life at Hendzr=—x
Hall. He is remembered for the extensive horse breeding operations which once include—
an oval training track. His two brothers, Henry and Arthur, also worked the nearby
lands. : '

Hénry Clay Henderson (1845-1920), son of G.W. Henderson.

H. C. Henderson attended Marietta College and graduated from Dartmouth College in
1867. Henderson engaged in successful breeding and raising of fine stock, in addition ==
farming. H. C. Henderson represented \iood and Pleasants County in the W. Va. Housz —
Delegates in 1876. In 1892, Henderson was elected to the State Senate. Henderson serv=e—

as first president of the Williamstown National Bank.

Anna Rosalie Mclntosh Henderson, d. 1927, wife of Jock Bedell Henderson. Anna
Henderson was born in South Carolina and lived for a time in Florida and in Rjo de Janz.—
Brazil. .She was a poetess and writer of modest success who published articles in The '
Ladies’ Home Journal, The Woman's Home Companion, and other magazines. She was
“published in youth oriented magazines also, among these Wide Awake, Our Youth and Litm=
Men and Women. Anna Henderson published, in 1900, a regionally popular volume of pos—=

~entitled Life and Song. . =

Jock and Anna Henderson were the owners of peacocks or peafowls that were given fre=
run of the Henderson Hall grounds. According to Fruitful Valley, a local history, the
peacocks "would roost around the house, the barn and high up in the hugh oak trees.
They would let you know when a storm was coming by a peculiar cry. Anna had one pst .
male peacock, which made a circular path in front of her window, strutting and spreadinre -
out his beautiful fan tail whenever she sat sewing or reading." : -

The Henderson family carriage, used by Jock and Anna Henderson, is still preservec :r:z i
the estate. The carriage made an eventful trip to New York City in 187]. -
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- While the:above figures represent several of the prominent members of thé Heriderson™ =" "
= family of past generations,-one must not forget-the presence.of pre-historic peoples who = -
~ occupied. the:lands long before the Hendersons arrived. . The well preserved tumulus, or. . . ..
earthen mound, immediately -southwest of -thé house, has not been scientifically evaluated ==

under formal conditiofns. Two other mounds in the district also remain. It is possible
that these mounds were built by the Adena culture, a native American people of the Early
Woodland period famous for their ceremonial burial practices. It is apparent nevertheless
that pre-historic archaeology potential in the district is good. '

Period of Significance

The period of significance of the historic district begins with the early substantial
development of the Henderson lands at the point of construction of the first segment of
Henderson Hall in 1836. Development and improvement of the farm, essentially a plantation
before the Civil War, continued throughout the remainder of the 19th century. The
Henderson brothers, Jack, Henry, and Arthur, were agriculturalists of local import who
utilized the land well into the 20th century. Jock Bedell Henderson, longest-lived of the "
brothers, worked the land until about the mid-1930's. The Henderson farm ceased to be
a valley-wide operation of importance after c. 1935, although portions of the land remained
in use in succeeding decades for grazing and corn production.

Pre-historic archaeology in the Henderson Hall Historic District references a significant
though little known facet of the complexes cultural importance. Three mounds within a
short walking distance of Henderson Hall have been attributed to the Adena culture of the
Early Woodland period that flourished in the region from about 1000 B.C. to 400 A.D. The
unexcavated mound immediately south of the house probably covers the remains of a high
status individual. ' : .

G.W. -

Mrs.. J.B. Henderson was a member of the Tomlinson family that discovered and once
owned the Grave Creek Mound, largest and most famous of all Adena culture tumuli,
located at Moundsville, West Virginia. The Henderson mounds near Williamstown are located -
only several miles southeast of the famous Adena Conus Mound (500 B.C. - 300 A.D.} in
Mound Cemetery at Marietta, Ohio. ‘ v

Other Historical References

Maps of the area still identify sections of nearby lands with the name "Pohjck" . The
original unit of Henderson Hall was once called Pohick Hall, for Pohick in Fairfax County
Virginia. When the dominant section of Henderson Hall was built in 1856-59, the formal ’
appellation "Henderson Hall" was accepted and the archaic reference to Pohick was dropped.
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" The Hendersons entertained-regional gentry and occasional travelers. _Amx _
.. ___ “interesting- visitors recorded in-family history was John Chapman. (Johnny Appleseed; =7
" 1774-1845) . the frontier missionary and nurseryman, who stayed with the Hendersons on™ .-
several occasions while he visited the area. Johnny Appleseed is remembered in American
folklore as the humble and religious planter of apple nurseries from the Alleghenies to

~ central Ohio. |

Arcvhbitect J. M. Slocomb

 Architect J. (John) M. Slocomb, designer of Henderson Hall, was professionally active"
in the mid-Ohio Valley during the decade prior to the Civil War. Little is known about
this talented individual who maintained an office in Marietta, Ohio. Slocomb designed the
First Unitarian Church (Unitarian-Universalist) at 232 Third Street, Marietta, in 1855-57.
The perfectly preserved Unitarian Church remains as one of the finest Gothic Revival
churches in Ohio. Another building credited to this architect is a large Gothic Revival
brick house - the "Castle" - on Fourth Street, in Marietta. That edifice too is regarded
as being among Ohio's most important surviving examples of Gothic Revival architecture.
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Alexander Henderson's role as an antagonist in the so-called Burr conspiracy of
1806, is mentioned in Otis K. Rice's West Virginia: A History, p. 53:

"When reports of the Burr conspiracy began to
circulate, cordiality toward Blennerhassett and
his wife turned to suspicion and scorn. While
they were in Lexington, Kentucky, residents
in @ mass meeting called by Federalist Alexander
‘Henderson condemned their actions, pledged
support to President Jefferson, and laid plans
to raise a corps of militiamen in case of an
emergency."

Although arrested and sent to Richmond, Virginia, to stand trial, Burr and
Blennerhassett were cleared of treason by Chief Justice John Marshall for want of
sufficient evidence (Caruso, The Southern Frontier, p. 309). Technically Blennerhassett
was not acquitted (as was stated in [tem #8, p. 2); he never went to trial by reason of
the acquittal of Aaron Burr. The court, therefore, had no reason to proceed with the
indictment against Blennerhassett.

Bibliographical References

Caruso, John Anthony. The Southern Frontier. Indianapolis, Ind.: The Bobbs-
Merrill Co., 1963, p. 309.

Rice, Otis K. West Virginia: A History. Lexington, Ky.: The University Press of
Kentucky, 1985, p. 53.







e v et e

{Sz2 Continuation Sheet)

,~$233.graph§cai Data -~ S

.Quad(anga r,ane i Va“ey N‘l”s VJV Manetta Oth

Acreage of nominated property 65 acres approxmately

"““u S *eé";s' B*I‘""“

o -Zone'f:'-' E’as:i’r&é R "E‘ZOr'e ) Eas,"':g,‘w el Northmg- ’ 1- ’_f_ ) L
chy7y 415375401 [‘* 315812503 "p{,7] |45 B:SJJOf 53‘5813 ug
gli,7i i3!s:8l8 4 ol Is,3] 58 7,2,0] Fl 7! Lu§5,8§73030{ L41315:8!8-l.0
1 ;7 8 5 8650!-1,3 58750 <71 7, (558204 0 {43597 40

11.7 Musaou-’o' -u35850 o

Yersa: ndary description and juslificaiion B
.. .

A-D WHcéL}' ML S ¢ ’LAD
E-T mmacmq &UP{D'

{See Continuation Sheet)

List 2! sizai=s zad counties for proparties overlapgping s&ate or countiy ho nﬂa*xes -

siate N/A code county code

tate code .. county

i4. Form Prepared By

e e code

Rodney S. Collins, Architectural Historian

name-titie

Historic Preservation Unit ST “"
organization Dant. of Cuiture and History __Gate January 25, 1986
street & number Capitol Complex . o , telephonﬂ( 30'4) -348- 0240
city or town Charleston, : ' " state YV .. -

12. Siaie Historic Proservation G??mea' ﬁe?&aasca%mn

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

__ national __X_ state —_local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—

665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National egister and certity that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Nationaf Park Service. .
\

State Historic Preservation Officer signature / : g —’\ﬁ A
0 F S v

title State Historic Preservation Officer / date Q-Zebruary 27 .!986 |
. r
For NPS use only : [
1 hereby certity that this property is included in the National Reguster : = v -
date -

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: - o R ' . - date
Chief of Ragistration

GPD 894733




Um’ea Siataes Department of the interior
Mationa!l Park Saryica

» 3 mw Ty
e

Hational Register of disioric Fia
inveniory—aNomination Form

Continuation sheet Henderson Hall HD Itern number 9“-:”' ,, W 2. .

o Ma 10f~~81bi :eg raphxcal References B

i-i}%:".-ﬁAllen,_Bernard T ,"i:-'Ph D.~ “Parkersbuig: A BxcentenmaL H‘:rstéry
" . Woodroff Enterprises, 1983, Chapter Two. - ,

Atkinson, George W. and Alvaro F Glbbens. Prominent Men of West Virginia. Wheeling,
W.Va.: W. L. Ca!len 1890, p 913. ' . . .

Fruitful Valley: A Chronicle of W|lhamsto +n, West Virginia. Williamstown, W.Va. :
Williamstown Historical Commxttee 1976, pp. 28-35.

Hardesty's \West Virginia Counties (Wood Jefferson) Vol. 8, pp. 107-108.

Henderson Family Papers (typescrlpts of the Journal of John G. Henderson, Mlscel!aneous
notes of the Tomlinson Family of Williamstown, W.Va., family genealogy, Henderson
Cemetery records, etc.), Henderson Hall, Wlllnamstoun W.Va. ‘ .

History of West Virginia and West Virginia Biography (vol. 3). ~ Chicago and New York:
The American Historical Society, Inc., 1923, pp. 179-80.

The National Cyclopedla of American B;ocraphy(vol 4)}. New York: Jarﬁes T. White
and Co., 1897, pp. 193-94. ) :

Thomas, Virginia Henderson. "Williamstown and the Henderson Famlly" (unpublished
typescript). Henderson Hall, Wllhamstown W.Va. n.d., 4 pp. :

Vest Virginia Authors A B:bhography Morgantown, W.Va.: Webst V-irginia Uhiver’sity‘
lerary and West Vlrgmua Lubrary Assoc., 1968. , :

V/est Virginia Hentage Encyclopedia (vol. Il). Richwood, W.Va.: Jim Comstock, l976,‘7
pp. 213-218. : , o




drimeani of {32 iniesrior

2

. D e » PVRRE N A TR Ao SRR
lazional Ssgister of Historia Slasas

inveniory—fNomination fForm

Contiruation sheet Henderson Hall HD fem number

Verbal Boundary Desc-r'iption Co e F e T

o i e R el R e T A T e e

The Henderson Hall Historic District encompasses Tract 170 E and Tract 170 F between
Co. Rt. 2I/1 (River Road) and State Route 14; and Tract 170 F between Co. Rt. 21/2 and the
Ohio River (Henderson Hall deeds, Wood County Court House) ; the Henderson Cemetery,
southeast of Tract 170 F, and separated from Tract 170 F by State Route 13, is part of the
historic district. Beginning at the southwest corner of the Henderson Cemetery a straight
line approximately 300 ft. long runs between the east edge of Route 14 and the southeast
corner of the cemetery along the south edge of the Handerson Cemetery; thence in a
straight line approximately 225 ft. in a northeasterly direction along the southeast edge
of the Henderson Cemetery to the northeast corner of the cemetery; thence in a straight line
approximately 350 ft. along the northeast edge of the cemetery to a point of intersection
with the east edge of Route I4; thence 100 feet northward along the east edge of Route l4;
thence approximately 2,650 ft. in a straight line in a northwesterly direction to a point
of intersection with the Ohio River; thence in a straight line 1000 ft. along the W.Va. bank
of the Ohio River in a northeasterly direction (toward Williamstown and upriver); thence
1,850 ft. in a straight line in a southeasterly direction to a point of intersection with Co.

Rt. 21/2; thence in a line approximately 200 ft. long, northward along the west edge of

Co. Rt. 21/2; and thence in a straight line approximately 450 ft. in a southeasterly direction
to a point of intersection with the west edge of State Route 14; thence approximately 1200

ft. south along the west edge of Route 14 to the point af beginning opposite the Henderson
Cemetery. :

Boundary Justification

The extent of distribution of resources in the Henderson Hall Historic District has
determined the location of boundary lines. The linkage of buildings, structures, objects
and spaces conveys a strong sense of cohesiveness; this ambience is enhanced through
a focal point, or setting, relating in part to the Ohio River. The complex of farm buildings
is dominated by Henderson Hall which was built to face the river. The house js oriented
toward the river because the river was the principal highway of the estate in the I9th
century (see Item 7, p. |, paragraph3). The lower pastures /fields between the house
and river thus form an extraordinary vista connecting the farm complex with the river;
additionally, these grounds have also played an important agricultural role as evidenced
in Supplementary photo #l (c. 189l view of Henderon Hall). The house, dependencies,
ancillary structures, cemetery and settings thus define the homogeneous character of the
district through their relationships; the topography represented by these relatj
generally defined, or demarcated, by the selected boundary lines.
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