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8 .  Name 

hlstorlc Harmon): Grove Meeting House 

2. Location 

.street & number o f f  S.R. 4 5 / 9  a t  Harmony Grove 

-- 

- not tor ~ub l ica t ion  

Harmony Grove 
city. :own - vicinity of I 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 5 4  code n 61 

3. Classification 
Category 
- district 
_x. building(s) 
- structure 
- site 
- object 

Ownership . Status 
- public - occupied 

private u unoccupied 
- both w o r k  in progress 
Public Acquis i t ion Accessible 
- in process u yes: restricted 
- being considered - yes: unrestricted 

- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational - private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- military x other: vacant  

4. Owner of Property 
name Trus tees  of Harmony Grove Church ( c u r r e n t l y ,  W i l l i s  Mundell, Inez Williams, Gladys 

~ r i d s e t t )  

street & number Rau+p Box 30 

city, town Morerantown - vicinity of Harmony Grove State West Vi rg in ia  

5. Location of Leaat Descri~tion 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Monongalia County Courthouse 

street & number High and Walnut S t r e e t s  

city, town Morgantown ,tat, West Vi rg in ia  

6. Representation in Existina Survevs 
title West Virginia Historic I nv&&Wproper t y  been determined eligible? y e s  -x- no - 

date May 1983 x - federal - state - county - local 
H i s t o r i c  P rese rva t ion  Unit,  Department of Cul ture  and His tory ,  

clepository for survey records Cul tu ra l  Center, Capi to l  complex 

citv. town Charleston state West Vi rg in ia  



Description - 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent -_ deteriorated 2L unaltered 2.- original site 
-2- 9 d  - ruins - altered m o v e d  date - fair - unexposed 

-- - -- 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
The Harmony Grove Meeting House, located  t h r e e  miles from Morgantown and about one-quarter m i l e  
from River Road i n  Harmony Grove, is  a small wood frame building b u i l t  i n  1854. The building 
is 20 f e e t  wide and SO f e e t  long and i s  one s t o r y  i n  height .  The church rests on a foundation 
of rough-cut s tone  blocks l a i d  i n  roughly regu la r  courses,  although t h e r e  i s  no c l e a r  a sh la r  
pa t t e rn ;  some of t h e  foundation s tones  have s h i f t e d  o r  been dislodged, but  these  were repaired 
i n  t h e  spr ing of 1983, using the  "Preservation Brief" guidel ines  f o r  t h e  mortar.  The f l o o r  
j o i s t s  are oak logs ,  rough hewn only on t h e  top s ide ;  t h e s e  are s t i l l  i n  good condition. The 
wa l l  t rea tment  i s  beveled s i d b g  wi th  endboards, and t h i s  has been painted white.  The church 
has  a s tanding seam tin roof ,  painted red, and has  two b r i c k  chixmeys; only one of t h e  chimneys 
is  s t i l l  funct ional .  Each of t h e  long wal ls  of t h e  church has t h r e e  gothic-arched 4/4 windows 
with-wood surrounds, The s i n g l e  panelled f r o n t  door is centered on t h e  nor th  w a l l  and has a 
gothic-arched wood a rch i t r ave ,  wi th  a 2-l ight  transom. I n  t h e  gable  on t h e  nor th  s i d e  i s  a 
4- l ight  semi-circular  window with  wood surrounds, 

. . :<. _ .  I . . . . . - i  .. - 
The i n t e r i o r  of - the  church is panelled wi th  -horizbntal  wood siding; pairited whit-e, above a dark ' 
wood wainscoting wi th  moulded 'cgai2"rai l .  ' The a l t a r  a rea  i s  on a r a i s e d  platform a t  t h e  'south. 
end of t h e  bui ld ing.  The church i s  now furnished with pews, a l t a r  t ab le ,  l ec tu rn /pu lp i t  'and 
o t h e r  miscellaneous f u r n i t u r e .  No d a t e  i s  known f o r  t h e  furnishings ,  but  t h e  pews a r e  not 
a t tached t o  t h e  wood f l o o r .  The church was heated by a s tove  and l i g h t e d  by l i g h t  f i x t u r e s  
hanging from t h e  f l a t  wood c e i l i n g .  

There appear t o  have been no a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  church. One old-time r e s i d e n t  reported t h a t  
a n  add i t ion  had been b u i l t  on t h e  church, but  t h e r e  i s  no a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence f o r  t h a t ,  i .e .  . 
no s c a r s  on t h e  building t o  i n d i c a t e  its removal and no evidence t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  building was 
constructed i n  Z.s tages ,  so t h e  res iden t  may have been r e f e r r i n g  t p  t h e  const ruct ion of t h e  
r a i s e d  a l t a r  area ,  but  t h a t  would have been a minor change. 



8. Significance 

Period 
- prehistoric 
- 1400-1 499 
- 1500-1 599 
- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899 
- 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a rch i tec tu rex  religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation - law - science 
- agriculture - economics - literature - sculpture 
_x- architecture _x- education - military - sociail 
- art - engineering - music humanitarian 
- commerce - exploration/settlement - philosophy - theater 
- communications - industry - politicslgovernment - transportation 

- invention . r- 
' , J i '  

, . . . .- other (specify) 

Specific dates October 1854 BuilderiArchitect I I A M E J B U J ~  

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Harmony Grove Meeting House, b u i l t  i n  October 1854 f o r  u s e  by s e v e r a l  denominations, i s  

s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  o l d e s t  u n a l t e r e d  church b u i l d i n g  i n  Monongalia County and as t h e  b e s t  sur -  
v iv ing  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  s m a l l  community of Harmony Grove, a  d i spe r sed  farming community loca t ed  
about  t h r e e  m i l e s  from Morgantown; t h e  o l d e s t  houses i n  t h e  community have been a l t e r e d ,  t h e  
c .  1871 school  des t royed  and t h e  1925 replacement  heav i ly  modified, and trhere were no commercial 
s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  community, s o  t h e  meeting house, a l s o  once used as a school ,  was t h e  community 
c e n t e r  of t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  paved roads  f i r s t  provided b e t t e r  acces s  t o  Morgantown i n  
1932. The build-ing housed r e l i g i o u s  services f o r  .Episcopalians,  P r e s b y t e r i a n s ,  Me thod i s t .  - 
Episcopals ,  Methodist  P r o t e s t a n t s  and B a p t i s t s ,  a l t hough  i t  was p r imar i ly  u sed  by. Methodists in 
t h e  twen t i e th  century.. . . . L - . - - -  - ,  - . - -  - 

The presen t  s i t e  of Harmony Grove was f i r s t  s e t t l e d  b e f o r e  1800 by I s a a c  Van Camp of Virg in ia .  
He purchased 800 a c r e s  of l and  i n  what would become known a s  "The Old Camp Set t lement ."  By 1922, 
Sarnony Grove h a  grown t o  inc lude  about  30 f a m i l i e s ,  one church and one school .  

The Ilarmony Grove Meeting House was b u i l t  i n  1854 by t h e  P resby te r i ans ,  B a p t i s t s  and Methodists 
i n  t h e  Harmony Grove community, n i n e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  o l d  l o c a l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church ( " ~ u r n t  
Meeting House1.') was des t royed  by $ire--+ 1 8 4 5 .  Some of  t h e  members of t h e  '!Burnt Meeting House" 
jo ined  p t h e r s  on Dents Run t o ' b u i l d  t h e s u g a r  Grove Church ( s i n c e  a l t e i e d ) ,  w h i l e  o t h e r s  became . , 
p a r t o f ,  t h e  Harmony Grove congregat ion.  The o r i g i n a l  record  bf tf;e church, d a t e d  0 i t o b e r  8, 1853, 
s t a t e s  t h a t  "a meeting o S ' t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  of  s a i d  church f o r  t h e  purpose of s e l e c t i n g  a  s i t e  and 
adopting laws and regula-tions by which s a i d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  should be  governed and maintained.  . . 
This  house is  t o  b e  used f o r  t h e  worship of God and t o  be  a  union meeting house." Rawley Evans 
became t h e  f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Harmony Grove Meeting House, w i t h  Ulysses  Camp a s  t h e  f i r s t  
s e c r e t a r y ;  t h e  f i r s t  t r u s t e e s  were J e s s i e  H o l l h d ,  Rawley Evans and John Camp, S r .  The subsc r i -  
b e r s  t o  t h e  meeting house, a s  t hey  were i d e n t i f i e d  in t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and by-laws of t h e  organ- 
i z a t i o n ,  purchased l and  from Rufus Cox " a t  t h e  f o r k  of t h e  road, one  l ead ing  t a  Evans Ferry and 
t h e  o t h e r  t o  Kern's M i l l . "  

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  and deed a l s o  s t a t e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  u s e  of t h e  bu i ld ing .  The f i r s t  
r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  s t a t e d  t h a t  Roman Cathol ics  were p r o h i b i t e d  from us ing  t h e  s t r u c -  
t u r e ,  n o t  a s u r p r i s i n g  s t a t emen t  i n  mid-nineteenth-century America. The second r e s o l u t i o n  s t a t e c  
t h a t  Methodist  Episcopals  and Methodist  P r o t e s t a n t s  could use the-church  on t h e  f T r s t  Sunday of 
each month, " the  P r e s b y t e r i a n s  o l d  s i d e  and t h e  Cumberland ~ r e s b ~ t e r i a n s "  on t h e  second Sunday, 
and t h e  "Bapt i s t  Reformed" on t h e  t h i r d  Sunday. The f o u r t h  and f i f t h  Sundays were " to b e  l e f t  
open t o  any P r o t e s t a n t  Min i s t e r  of good s t and ing  i n  h i s  own church." F i n a l l y ,  t h e  church was t o  
be  used a s  a school  dur ing  week days. None of t h e s e  p rov i s ions  would have been unusual in a rurz 
area, where denominations could  n o t  a f f o r d  t o  b u i l d  s e p a r a t e  churches,  where congregat ions were 
served by c i r c u i t  r i d e r s ,  and where i t  would have been was t e fu l  t o  b u i l d  two pub l i c  bu i ld ings ,  or 
i'or worship on Sunday and one f o r  educa t ion  du r ing  t h e  week. 

It should b e  noted t h a t  t h e  deed s igned between Cox and Holland, Camp and Evans, a s  t r u s t e e s  of 
thc? "Harmony Grove Schoolhouse" i n  September 1854 gave t h e  l and  t o  t h e  t r u s t e e s  "and t h e i r  
successors  i n  o f f i c e  f o r  t he  u s e  of P u b l i c  worship and school." According t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  
of t h e  g r o u p  t h e  s u b s c r i b e r s  were t o  meet and e l e c t  a replacement " i f  any of t h e  t r u s t e e s  shoulc 
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d i e  o r  remove." Th i s  deed s t i l l  seems t o  govern t h e  ownership of  t h e  p rope r ty  and has never  
been superceded by ano the r  ins t rument ,  i . e . ,  one  conveying t h e  p rope r ty  t o  t h e  Methodist Con- 
f e r ence .  The r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  community have now organized as t h e  Harmony Grove Community 
Assoc ia t ion ,  w i t h  t h r e e  t r u s t e e s  f o r  t h e  church and t h r e e  f o r  t h e  community, t o  assume ownership 
of t h e  p r o p e r t y  and manage t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  

While t h e  o f f i c i a l  r eco rds  of t h e  church n o t e  t h a t  i t  could have  been used as a school  a s  e a r l y  
a s  1854, it seems t o  have been p a r t  of t h e  school  system f o r  t h e  county only  a f t e r  1864. In t b ?  

yea r ,  Grant District was d iv ided  i n t o  12  d i s t r i c t s ,  i nc lud ing  Harmony Grove, w i th  2 more added 
i n  1871 and 1872. L i l l i e  Low (1864-65) and Henry L. Cox (1867-70) were t h e  f i r s t  2 t eache r s  
i d e n t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  schoo l ,  I n  1871, t h e  Board of Education purchased land immediately t o  t h e  
east of t h e  church and b u i l t  a wood frame school  t h a t  l a t e r  was t o m  down. The p re sen t  buff-  
b r i c k  school  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1925 and has  been h e a v i l y  a l t e r e d  f o r  commercial. use .  Thus, if t h e  
church was used f o r  school  purposes a f t e r  1871, i t  was on ly  on a temporary b a s i s .  

A v a r i e t y  of denominations cont inued t o  u s e  t h e  church u n t i l  about  1910, i nc lud ing  Old S ide  
B a p t i s t s ,  B a p t i s t  Revivals  and Church of t h e  Bre thren-  Methodism became t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  denomin- 
a t i o n ,  probably due t o  t h a t  group's well-known unique a b i l i t y  t o  s e r v e  r e s i d e n t s  of i s o l a t e d  
r u r a l  a r e a s  through c i r c u i t  r i d e r s  and l a y  l e a d e r s .  A f t e r  1913, t h e r e  is a continuous l i s t  of 
Methodist  p reachers  a v a i l a b l e ,  f i r s t  a s  Methodist  Episcopal ,  South, and, even tua l ly ,  a s  Methodist 
and United Methodist .  These preachers  served s h o r t  terms on t h e  c i r c u i t s  inc luding  Harmony Grovz 
The l a s t  of t h e s e  p reache r s  c lo sed  t h e  c h u r h i n - 1 9 7 9 , a n d  it h a s  been vacant  ever  s i n c e ,  
a l though e f f o r t s  a r e  now underway t o  r e s t o r e  i t .  

Throughout i t s  y e a r s  as a church and school ,  t5e Harmony Grove Meeting House has  been a cen te r  50 
community a c t i v i t i e s ,  and t h e  r e c e n t  r e s t o r a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a r e  p a r t  of t h a t  community focus. In 
t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  she1  t e r e d  p a r t i e s ,  s p e l l i n g  bees,  co rn  huskings,  qu i l t i r rg  bees,  a p p l e  
p a r i n g s  and c i d e r  p a r t i e s ,  t y p i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  draw t o g e t h e r  r e s i d e n t s  of i s o l a t e d  West V i r -  
g i n i a  communities. The green  between t h e  school  and church w a s  t h e  scene  of weddings, p i c n i c s ,  
q u i l t i n g  bees  and f e s t i v a l s .  Before t h e  road t o  Morgantown was paved i n  1932, Harmony Grove w a s  
a remote community, so  t h e  church s e w e d  as t h e  s o c i a l  c e n t e r ,  a s  it d i d  i n  many r u r a l  a r e a s .  

F i n a l l y ,  some documentation is  obvious ly  needed f o r  t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  u n a l t e r  
church i n  t h e  county. D r .  and Mrs. @ideon S.  Dodds surveyed Monongalia county ' s  churches be tnesa  
1949 and 1954, pub l i sh ing  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  i n  The 175 th  Anniversary of t h e  Formation of Monongaliz -- 
County, West V i r g i n i a  and Other Re la t ive  H i s t o r i c a l  Data (1954).  They i d e n t i f i e d  19  churches cha -- 
could pre-date  Harmony Grove o r  be  contemporary w i t h  i t .  However, a l l  have been t o r n  down, 
scheduled f o r  demol i t ion  o r  remodelled. The 19  a r e :  Avery Methodist ,  Be the l  Methodist ,  Calvary 
Methodist ,  Drummond Chapel Methodist ,  Eden Methodist ,  Fa i rv iew Methodist ,  F l e t che r  Methodist, For 
of Cheat B a p t i s t ,  Goshen B a p t i s t ,  McCurdysville Methodist ,  M t ,  Harman Methodist ,  K t .  Hood Methodi 
P l easan t  Val ley  Methodist ,  Riverseam Methodist ,  Sugar Grave P resby te r i an ,  Wadestown Methodist ,  
Wesley Methodist ,  Woodland Methodist ,  and Zion Methodist ,  Zion Methodist ,  b u i l t  i n  1839 and 
probably u n a l t e r e d ,  is  being s o l d  and i s  scheduled f o r  demol i t i on  i n  t h e  summer of 1983. Thus, 
i t  would appear  t h a t  Harmony Grove is  t h e  o l d e s t  u n a l t e r e d  church  i n  t h e  county. P l ease  n o t e  tha 
Forks of Cheat is  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  o l d e s t  congrega t ion ,  n o t  t h e  o l d e s t  church bu i ld ing .  
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9. Major Bibliographical References 
-- 

a t t a c h e d  con t inua t ion  s h e e t  

-- 

i 0. Geonra~hical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than 

Quadrangle name -Snl l th 
UMT References 

Quadrangle scale 1 

Zone Easting , , , Noflhing - * .  

Verbal boundaw descri~tion and justification From deed: "Beginning a t  a , s tone  i n  t h e  road leading  - - 
from Evan's f e r r y  and r;nning W-6" N 5% p o l e s  t o  a ches tnut .  Thence S 15 W 9 /'?:I p. t o  a b i r c h ,  
Thence E 20 S 11 p .  t o  a maple thence  N * 7 &  E 9/25 p s  t o  t h e  beginning . .  Containing 92 rods  more 
o r  less." Note t h a t  t h e s e  d i r e c t i o n s  are n o t  given in normal metes & 'bounds -terminology. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

code county code 

stata code county code 

1 II . Form Prepared By 
Dorothy J. Moore Dolores Fleming Barbara Howe 

name/title -sec. - t r ea s . ,  Harmony Grove Corn. Assoc. ; Graduate A s s i s t a n t  and Asst. Professor  
West V i r g i n i a  Un ive r s i t y  H i s to ry  Departmen 

organization Harmony Grove Community Assoc ia t ion  date May 1983 
(304) 293-2421 (Fleming, Howe) 

street& number ' Route 2, Box 30 telephone (304) 292-7946 (Moore) 

city or town Morgantown state West V i rg in i a  

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state A local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 1 
/ / / - 
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C o l l e c t i o n  of 1 3  o r i g i n a l  notebooks, t a b l e t s  and no te s ,  August 1853-1963, belonging t o  teachers ,  
s t u d e n t s  and p a r i s h i o n e r s  of t h e  Harmony Grove Sabbath School, i n  f i l e s  of M r .  and Mrs. 
W i l l i s  Mundell. 

"Cons t i t u t ion  of  t h e  Harmony Grove Meeting ~ o u s e ,  s f  t y p e s c r i p t  t r a n s c r i p t  ion  by Mabel R. Michael 
of o r i g i n a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and by-laws i n  possess ion  of G i l l a  C. W i l l i s  on 1 7  March 1962. 

Core, E a r l  L. - The Fionongalia Story:  A B icen tenn ia l  His tory .  x. 2. Discord. Parsons,  
W.Va. : McClain P r i n t i n g  Co., 1979: 

G i l b e r t ,  Blanche E, "HamonyGdwe," 1922 l o c a l  h i s t o r y  t y p e s c r i p t  by a t e a c h e r  a t  Harmony 
Grove School,  i n  f i l e s  of Harmony Grove Community Associat ion.  

"Harmony Grove United Methodist  Church." Morgantown Dominion-Post Panorama. 27 March 1983. 

In t e rv i ews  w i t h  long-time r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  community: Clyde Brand, L u c i l l e  Brand, Hazel Brock, 
Russe l l  Brown (College Park, Maryland), Mabel Michael (Goldsboro, North Caro l ina ) ,  Mrs. Guy 
Morris (Ohio),  M r .  and Mrs. W i l l i s  Mundell, Eunice Rich, Orza Talbot ,  Marion Tapp. Note, 
it appears  t h a t  members of t h e  community a s s o c i a t i o n  in te rv iewed 
over  t h e  a g e  of 8 0  t h a t  t hey  could l o c a t e .  

L i s t  of P a s t o r s  of Harmony Grove Church, t y p ~ s c r i p c  l i s t  - i n  f i l e s  of 
Assoc ia t ion .  

every member of t h e  cornmunil 

Harmony Grove Community 

L i s t  of School Teachers  a t  Harmony Grove from 1864-1933, t y p e s c r i p t  l i s t  i n  f i l e s  of Hamony 
Grove Community Assoc ia t ion .  

Monongalia H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty .  -- The 175th  Anniversary -- of t h e  Formation of Monongalia County, 
West V i r g i n i a  -- and o t h e r  R e l a t i v e  H i s t o r i c a l  Data. Morgantown, W.Va.: Monongalia H i s t o r i c a l  
Soc ie ty ,  1954. 

Monongalia County Deed Book 2 1  (o ld  s e r i e s ) ,  pp. 117-118. 

Wiley, Samuel T. H i s t o r y  - of Monongalia County, West V i rg in i a .  Kingwood, W.Va.: Preston 
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