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3 ,  ame 

historic 

and or common G r o s s ~ ~ ~  Road His to r ic  D i s t r i c t  

Location 

street & nl~mber -- -. . - -- 
- not for publication - 

city. town Charleston vicinity of 
-. - 

stat? West Virginihde 54 county Kar2xkla 
code 039 

Category Ownership x district -- public 
building(s) 3 private 
structure both 

Status Present Use 
occupied - agriculture - museum 
unoccupied - commercial - park 
work in progress educational private residence 

site Publ ic Acquis i t ion Accessible 
X 

- entertainment - religious 
object NC[a in process -- yes: restricted government - scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
no - military - other: 

n u l t i p l e  ownership 
name -- 

street & number -- 

city. town - vicinitv of state 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kanawha 

street & number Court and Virginia S t r ee t s  
.- -- 

city. town Charleston stat, West Virginia 

reseneatation in 
South H i l l s  His tor ic  Resource 

titip . Survey 
. - .- .- -. . . 

has this property been determined eligible? ---yes X no 

date Summer, 1983 X - - federal -- state - county - local - - - - 

depositdry for survey records Histor ic  Preservation Unit, W.Va. Dcpt. of Culture & History 

city. town 
Char1 es  ton West Virginia 

-- state 
- __  _ _ _  _ -  - 



Condition Check one Check one 
_& excellent __ deteriorated _ X_ unaltered _ X  original site 
__ good ruins .. altered -- moved date _ - --- _. . _ 
_ -  fair __ unexposed 

- - . - -- -- -- - 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

-i- c G r o s s c u p  Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  z s i g n i f i c a n t  n e i g h b o r h o o d  of 
; w e n c y  two l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  r e s i d e n c e s .  The  
h o u s e s  $:ere among t h e  e a r l i e s t  b u i l t  i n  S o u t h  : i l ls ,  C h a r l e s t o n ,  West 
*. . v ~ r g i n i a .  They  a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  a n d  h i s t o r i c z l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  h o u s e s  
t h a t  -#:?re ( a n d  r e m a i n  t o d a y )  t h e  r e s i d e n c e s  o f  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  p r o m i n e n t  
i n a z s t r i ~ l ,  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  f a m i l i e s .  ":ost o f  t h e  area i n  the  
2 i s ; r i c t  was l a i d  o u t  i n  l o t s  a n d  s o l d  by t h s  C r o s s c u p - M e y e r s  R e a l t y  
rn iox3zr7, a n d  n u c h  o f  t h e  a r c l - ~ i t e c t u r e  i s  t h e  x c r k  o f  E. Rus Glarne. 

G r o s s c u p ,  R o l l e r  a n d  Roscommon Xoads  make u?  t h e  G r o s s c u p  Road 
Z i s t o - i c  D i s t r i c t .  G r o s s c u p  Road r u n s  s o u t h e a s t  t o  n o r t h w e s t  on  t h e  
r i d g e  j e t w e e n  B r i d g e  a n d  Louden H e i g h t s  Road.  R o l l e r  a n d  Roscommon 
3 0 2 d s  a r e  s h o r t e r .  A long  t h e s e  r o a d s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h -  
e e s k  s i d e  o f  G r o s s c u p ,  t h e  h o u s e s  a r e  on l o t s  o f  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  ac re  
arid h a v e  l i t t l e  s e t b a c k .  

G r o s s c u p  Road was  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  c a l l e d  G r a n d v i e w  d u r i n g  t h e  
f i r s t  y e a r s  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  The h o u s e s  on t h e  n o r t h e a s t  s i d e  of  
S r o s s c u p  3 o a d  were p l a c e d  on  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  r i d ~ n  t o  command t h e  v i e w  of 
> h e  Ka-a i lha  R i v e r ,  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  downtown,  Eas5 2nd and  C a p i t o l  a r e a .  
'I . 
L L  L S  02 t h i s  s i d e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t  t h a t  t h e  n o r e  i m p r e s s i v e  homes s t a n d .  
-- ihzy ar?  on  l o t s  t h a t  e x t e n d  f r o m  G r o s s c u p  ?021  50 Louden i - l e igh t s  o r  
3 r i d g s  s o a d .  The h i g h  r i d g e  a b o v e  t h e  Kana:;hs 3 i v e r  h a s  a  s t e e p  d r o p -  
o f f  2nd t h e r e f o r e  few c b s t a c l e s  i n h i b i t  t h e  s ? e c t a c u l a r  v i e w .  

77 i h e r e  a r e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t ; r l e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  
G r o s s c u p  Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  The n i n e t e o n k h  c e n t u r y  h o u s e s  p r o v i d e  
a h i s 2 o r i c a l  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  b a c k d r o p  o f  L a t e  V i c t o r i a n  frame h o u s e s .  
As d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  G r o s s c u p  Road a c c e l e r a t e d  ir t h e  f i rs t  d e c a d e s  o f  t h e  
t t ; e n t i ~ t h  c e n t u r y ,  l a r g e  b u n g a l o w s  a n d  s u p e r b  I i e o - C o l o n i a l  h o u s e s  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d .  Ten o f  t h e  t w e n t y  two h o u s e s  b l e r e  d e s i g n e d  by e m i n e n t  
C h a r l e s t o n  a r c h i t e c t  H .  Rus Warne .  T h e s e  a c c o u n c  f o r  a l m o s t  e v e r y  
h o u s e  b u i l t  b e t w e e n  1 9 0 5  a n d  1 9 2 9 .  A l s o  f e s t u r e d  i n  t h e  G r o s s c u p  Road 
X i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  a r e  t h e  w o r k s  o f  B a l t i m o r e  a r c h i t e c t  R o b e r t  E .  Lee 
T a y l o r  (the R o b e r t  S .  S p i l m a n  H o u s e )  a n d  C h a r l e s t o n  a r c h i t e c t  Ludwig 
Theodore  3 e n g s t o n  ( t h e  H a r v e y  Hall  H o u s e ) .  

O f  t h e  t w e n t y  two h o u s e s ,  n i n e  h a v e  p i v o t a l  s t a t u s  a n d  t e n  h a v e  
s u p p o r t i n g  s t a t u s .  T h i s  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e i r  c o n -  
t r i b u t i o n s  t o  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  a n d  t h e  d i s t r i c t ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c  
b a c k g r o u n d .  Two h o u s e s  a r e  i n t r u s i v e .  

The G r o s s c u p  Road area was  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  
a s  a  p u r e l y  r e s i d e n t i a l  a rea .  The  r e s i d e n t s  w e r e  f a m i l i e s  o f  b u s i n e s s -  
men, a t t o r n e y s ,  a n d  men i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  m a n a g e 3 e n t  o f  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  n e w l y  
d e v e l o p e d  i n d u s t r i e s .  They worked  i n  downtown C h a r l e s t o n  o r  i n  i t s  
i n d u s t r i a l  s u b u r b s .  To g e t  downtown t h e y  would  w a l k  o r  d r i v e  t o  t h e  
f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l  a n d  c r o s s  t h e  S o u t h  S i d e  B r i d g e .  The t r i p  t o  t h e  
s u b u r b s  a n d  c o a l  m i n e s  was more  c o m p l i c a t e d ,  b u t  r o a d s  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
\ :ere r a p i d l y  i m p r o v i n g  i n  t h e  e r a  o f  G r o s s c u p ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Many of t h e  
e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  owned a u t o m o b i l e s .  
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7 .  Two 

F o l l o w i n g  i s  a  h o u s e  by h o u s e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  homes i n  t h e  G r o s s c u p  
Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

1. K e l l y / ' d e h r l e  H o u s e ,  15  G r o s s c u p  Road,  P i v o t a l ,  c .  1 9 1 9 =  T h i s  
i s  o n e  o f  H .  Rus 'dame's l a t e r  a n d  more  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  h o u s e s  o n  
, G r o s s c u p  Road .  It  i s  i n  t h e  C o l o n i a l  R e v i v a l  s t y l e  a n d  was i n s p i r e d  by 
a Hudson R i v e r  h o u s e  a d m i r e d  by W . C .  K e l l y ,  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s i d e n t .  I t  
c o ~ m n d s  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  v i e w  o f  t h e  Kanawha R i v e r  a n d  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  E a s t  
2 n d .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  many o l d - t i m e  C h a r l e s t o n  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  window 
i n  t h e  sunroom t h a t  d i s p l a y s  t h i s  v i e w  was t h e  first i n  C h a r l e s t o n .  
Bei 'erence i s  made t o  Roman C l a s s i c i s m  by t h e  two co lumn Roman D o r i c  
t z o  s t o r y  p o r t i c o  on t h e  e n t r a n c e  f a c a d e .  The p o r t i c o  a c c e n t u a t e s  t h e  
s y z a e t r y  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  The e x t e r i o r  wal ls  a r e  o f  w i d e  c y p r e s s  w e a t h e r -  
b o a r d i n g .  The c u r r e n t  o w n e r s  a r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
l a n d s c a p e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The h o u s e  was b u i l t  f o r  W i l l i a m  C .  K e l l y ,  
C h a r l e s t o n ' s  l e a d i n g  i n d u s t r i a l i s t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  He 

I ca-ye t o  C h a r l e s t o n  i n  1 9 0 4  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  p l a n t  f o r  h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  
kno-..~fi K e l l y  Axe a n d  T o o l  Company. C o n d i t i o n :  e x c e l l e n t .  

2 .  Warne-DePaulo-Ross  H o u s e ,  8 G r o s s c u p  Road,  P i v o t a l ,  c . 1 9 1 0 .  
A r c h i $ e c t  H .  Rus Y a r n e  d e s i g n e d  "Bon A i r e T T  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  
by  S ~ i l d i n g  o n t o  t h e  f r a m e  h o u s e  o f  Hon. J a m e s  H .  F e r g u s o n ,  a n  a t t o r n e y  
w i t h  a n  i l l u s t r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  i n  West V i r g i n i a .  The Warne 
3 o ~ s e  was n i c k n a m e d  "The S u g a r b o w l v  by t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  
two colossal r o u n d e d  p o r t i c o e s  o n  t h e  e a s t  a n 6  west s i d e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  
"303 A i r e u  i s  a  s t u c c o  h o u s e  t h a t  i s  now p a i n t e d  l i g h t  g r e e n .  The 
D e P a u l o  f a m i l y  d i v i d e d  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n t o  a d u p l e x .  H .  Rus Warne was\One of  
; - l e s t  V i r g i n i a ' s  e a r l i e s t  a n d  mos t  p r o m i n e n t  a r c h i t e c t s .  C o n d i t i o n :  E x c e l l e n t .  

3. H a l l - T h a y e r  H o u s e ,  6 G r o s s c u p  Road ,  P i v o t a l ,  1 9 3 2 .  ~ u d % i ~  
T h e o d o r e  B e n g s t o n ,  a German b o r n  a r c h i t e c t  we l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  C h a r l e s t o n ,  
d e s i g n e d  t h i s  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  we l l  b u i l t  a n d  s t y l i s t i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  
h o u s e .  I t  i s  a n  E n g l i s h  T u d o r  s t y l e  h o u s e  marked by s t e e p  g a b l e s ,  
a s y m m e t r y  a n d  f i n e  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .  The e x t e r i o r  f a b r i c  i s  c o u r s e d  
r u b b l e  s t o n e  a n d  h a l f  t i m b e r e d  s t u c c o .  The r o o f  i s  made of o a k  s h i n g l e s .  
S u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  l e a d e d  windows a r e  p i l l a s t e r s  c a r v e d  o u t  o f  t h e  u n p a i n t e d  
wood s u r r o u n d .  T h i s  h o u s e  was  b u i l t  i n  bad times f o r  West V i r g i n i a .  
H a r v e y  H a l l  p a i d  h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k e r s  m i n i m a l l y  b u t  h o u s e d  a n d  f e d  
them i n  a  t e m p o r a r y  b u n k h o u s e  b u i l t  o n  h i s  l o t .  C o n d i t i o n :  E x c e l l e n t ,  
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4 .  Ranch H o u s e ,  1 2  G r o s s c u p  Road ,  I n t r u s i o n ,  1 9 8 0 .  A l t h o u g h  i t  
i s  o f  f i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  d e s i g n ,  t h i s  r e c e n ~ l y  b u i l t  r a n c h  h o u s e  d o e s  
n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  G r o s s c u p  
Road .  The  h o u s e  i s  a  b o a r d  a n d  b a t t e n  s i n g l e  s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a 
l o x  p i t c h e d  r o o f .  I t  h a s  a  s p e c t a c u l a r  v i e w  o f  t h e  Kanawha R i v e r  a n d  
d o x n t o w n  C h a r l e s t o n .  C o n d i t i o n :  E x c e l l e n t .  

5 .  Weak land /Lawson  H o u s e ,  1 0  G r o s s c u p  Z o z d ,  S u p p o r t i n g ,  c .  1 9 2 0 .  
i & , a k l a n d  la was a g e n e r a l  c o n t r a c t o r  i n  C h a r l e s t o n  a n d  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  h e  
d e s i g n e d  a n d  b u i l t  t h e  h o u s e .  I t  i s  a  s t u c c o ,  t x o  and  a h a l f  s t o r y  
b u i l d i n g  w i t h  c a r v e d  wood t r i m  a n d  l e a d e d  g l a s s  windows .  Two l a r g e  
p a v i l l i o n s  f l a n k  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  O v e r  t h e  d o o r  i s  a  c a r v e d  wood p a n e l .  - 7 ine h o u s e  h a s  a g r e e n  t i l e  g a b l e  r o o f .  C o n c i t i o n :  E x c e l l e n t .  

6 .  S c o t t / F s b e r  H o u s e ,  G r o s s c u p  a n d  B r i d g e  i ?oad ,  S u p p o r t i n g ,  1 9 0 2 .  
F o r m e r l y  t h e  c a r r i a g e  h o u s e  o f  t h e  S c o t t / S o u t h s i o r t h  H o u s e ,  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  
i s  noT,cj a  s m a l l  c o t t a g e .  The a l t e r a t i o n s  made a r o u n d  1 9 1 5 ,  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  
b y  H .  Rus Warne .  L i k e  t h e  S c o t t / S o u t h w o r t h  Y o u s e ,  t h e  e x t e r i o r  wal l s  a r e  
o f  b e v e l e d  s i d i n g .  I t  h a s  a  f r o n t  p o r c h  s u p p o r t e d  by two c o n c r e t e  beams 
a n d  ?oman D o r i c  c o l u m n s .  Above t h e  p o r c h  i s  a  s h i n g l e d  s h e d  d o r m e r .  
I t  h a s  two b r i c k  o u t s i d e  end  c h i m n e y s  a n d  a  g a b l e d  r o o f .  C o n d i t i o n :  
E x c e l l e n t .  

7 .  S c o t t / S o u t h w o r t h  H o u s e ,  G r o s s c u p  a n d  B r i d g e  Road ,  P i v o t a l ,  1 9 0 2 .  
T h i s  l a r g e  L a t e  V i c t o r i a n  c o t t a g e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
The  p o r c h  w r a p s  a r o u n d  two s i d e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  a n d  h a s  wooden c a r v e d  
i o n i c  c o l u m s  a n d  n a r r o w  t u r n e d  b a l l u s t e r s .  The  e x t e r i o r  i s  o f  b e v e l e d  
w e a t h e r b o a r d i n g  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  s h i n g l e  b a y  a b o v e  t h e  p o r c h .  
C o n d i t i o n :  E x c e l l e n t .  

8 .  A l v i n ,  Sam McCork le  H o u s e ,  G r o s s c u p  a n d  B r i d g e  Road ,  P i v o t a l ,  1 8 9 5 .  
The  ? ;cCork le  House  i s  a l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  f r a m e  h o u s e  w h i c h  commands o n e  o f  
t h e  f i n e s t  v i s t a s  o f  C h a r l e s t o n .  I t  h a s  a m e d i m  p i t c h  h i p p e d  p l a t f o r m  
r o o f  a n d  wal l s  o f  n a r r o w  w e a t h e r b o a r d s .  The h o u s e  h a s  a f i v e  bay  
f r o n t  p o r c h  t h a t  w r a p s  a r o u n d  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  s i d e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  
11 1 i n e  p o r c h  r o o f  i s  s u p p o r t e d  by s q u a r e d ,  c o u p l e d  c o l u m n s  o n  p e d e s t a l s .  
S e v e r a l  i n t e r e s t F n g  f e a t u r e s  a r e  i n s i d e  t h e  h o u s e :  The f i r e p l a c e s  o n  
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  have l a r g e ,  o r n a t e ,  I t a l i a n  m a r b l e  m a n t l e s  t h a t  w e r e  
a c q u i r e d  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  O v e r  t h e  h a l l  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  s t o r y  i s  a n  
e l a b o r a t e l y  c a r v e d  wooden a r c h .  A l v i n  D .  McCork le  was a C h a r l e s t o n  
C i t y  J u d g e .  H i s  g r a n d s o n  a n d  f a m i l y  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  h o u s e  t o d a y .  
C o n d i t i o n :  E x c e l l e n t .  
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9. Jzyne/Pausch House, 811 Bridge Road, Supporting, c. 1910. 
n ~ h ?  2ayne/?ausch House was built with an English Tudor flavor and 
illustrztes the stylistic variety of H. Rus b;arneVs architecture. It 
is a two and a half story stucco house with aiaa~nd shaped asphalt 
shingl? r ~ o f .  The entrance door is under a gabled hood and has side 
lights and a transom. The original resident sias David A. Jayne, who 
opened liest Virginia's first office for public accounting. Condition: 
Good. 

10. Stolle/Surber House, 804 Bridge Road, Pivotal, c. 1893. 
This Late Victorian cottage features a rounded bay, front entrance 
porch, s2xn wood decoration under the gables, and pendants in the dormer 
i o .  Two unfortunate alterations have been m d e  during its ninety 
year existence: Aluminum siding now covers the exterior and the fan-like 
porch brackets and posts have been replaced. The fish scale shingles 
of the bzy remain. The first resident was Gustave Stolle, a German 
i .- ~.~..,igran$ - xho owned Stolle and Son Jewelry Store. Condition : Fair. 

11. Dodson/Paterno House, 1 Grosscup Road, Supporting, c. 1914. 
Architect: H. Rus Warne. Like many Dutch Colonial Revival houses, the 
Pat3rno residence incorporates Georgian detail. The predominant feature 
is the genbrel roof with deep overhang that forms the front porch. 
Couplsd, squared columns support the overhang. The main entrance has 
side lights and an elliptical fan light. A wide shed dormer over the 
porch holds three windows. Condition: Godd. 

12. Stucco House, 2 Grosscup Road, Supporting, c. 1916. This Dutch 
Colonial Revival house is less distinctive than the Dodson/Paterno house 
next door. The exterior wall fabric is unusually shaped stucco and 
weatherboarding. The house has a small entrance porch with a gambrel 
roof. Condition: Good. 

13. Woodrow/Kilcollin House, 3 Grosscup Road, Supporting, c. 1916. 
The !ioodrow/Kilcollin, Munse/Lewis and McClanahan/Goldman Houses form 
an interesting subset within the Grosscup Road Historic District. Paul 
B. Grosscup commissioned H. Rus Warne to design three homes that could 
be built for under $4500 on adjacent lots. Despite the financial limit, 
these three homes are of significant quality. The Woodrow/Kilcollin 
House is a large two and haIf story bungalow. The 3/1 sash windows have 
false shutters, and in the gabled dormer are four narrow rectangular 
windows. Condition: Good. 
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14. >:unse/Lel.<is House, 4 Grosscup Road, m, c. 1916. 
Excest f2r the sheathing treatments, the Munse/Lewis House and Woodrow/ 
Kilcollin House are exactly the same. The Munse/Lewis House has an 
English ludor half timber veneer on the second story and brick on the 
first stary. Like the Woodrow/Kilcollin House, it has 3/1 sash windows 
and sxall rectangular dormer windows. Condition: Good. 

- 
15. :4cClanaharn/Goldman House, 5 Grosscup Road, Supporting, c. 1916. 

7 Lne :.lcSlznaham/GolgFan completes the three housz set. Its exterior wall 
is constr~cted of wood shingles and its battered porch posts are brick. 
This hosse kias a typically American Four Square shed dormer on the entrance 
fecaee. ?aft beams are exposed and open, as they are in the Woodrow/ 
Kilcollir Eiouse and Munse/Lewis House. The original resident was Preston 
X. >tcClznaham, a coal operator who came to West Virginia in 1916 to 
buy, sell and open coal mines. Condition: Excellent. 

16. Grosscup, F.P./Bailey House, 7 Grosscup Road, Pivotal, c. 1918. 
The Fred lag1 Grosscup House is a Colonial Revival, two and a half story 
wood shingle house with a red tile gable roof. The foundation is 
ashler, 2nd the garage is from the same material. The entrance has an 
ellipticel fan light with tracery and side lights and is under a 
porticoed hood. Three gabled dormers hold arched windows. The red 
from the tile roof and shutters is picked up by the red brick driveway 
and xalk. Fred Paul Grosscup (1854-1925) was one of Charlestonts 
leading industrialists and land developers. Condition: Excellent. 

17. Robertson-Smith House, 1 Roller Road, Supporting, c. 1915. 
The Robertson-Smith House is a large bungaloid American Four Square with 
stucco exterior walls and asphalt roof. The rfiiindows are 9/1 sash type 
and have false shutters. A broad shingle shed dormer with open 
rafter beaxs holds three casement windows. A portico with decorative 
iron work is over the main entrance. The first owner of this house 
was William S. Robertson, a Charleston physician. Condition: Good. 

18. Roller/Blunden House, 3 Roller Road, Supporting, c. 1915. 
This two and a half story bungaloid American Four Square features a 
hipped dormer with open rafter ends. The once expansive front porch 
has b2en partially enclosed by aluminum siding walls and a bay window. 
The original part of the house has a weatherboard exterior. Robert 
Douglas Roller, Sr., was the rector of St. Johns Episcopal Church from 
1888 to 1918. His son, Robert Douglas Roller, Jr., lived with his father. 
He was a doctor of internal medicine. Condition: Good. 
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19. Robertson/Davis House, 2 Roller Road, support in^, c. 1925. 
Architect: H. Rus Warne. Dr. Robertson moved across the street to 
this house around 1925. It is a Colonial Revival house in a central 
block with rear wing. The entrance is porticoed and the door has side 
lights and rectangular transom. The house has 12/1 sash windows and 
gabled dormers. Asbestos siding now covers the house. Condition: Good. 

20. Grosscup, P.B./Tierny House, 6 Roller Road, Pivotal, c. 1925. 
Architect: H. Rus Warne. Colonial and bungaloid features combine 
in this house to create one of Grosscup Roads more impressive homes. 
The pedimented single story entrance portico with coupled Roman Doric 
columns establishes a symmetry to the house. The front roof elevation 
festures shingled shed dormers with simulated open rafter ends. An 
extended two story bay holds two large windows. It is a stucco 
house with simulated brick quoining. Paul B. Grosscup, the son of 
Fred Paul Grosscup, owned the Grosscup-Meyers Realty Company which 
developed what is now the Grosscup Road Historic District. Condition: 
Excellent. 

21. Gordon C. Morton Home, 100 Roscommon Road, Intrusive, 1937. 
Though the relative late date of the house makes it intrusive, it is 
a rather well constructed and designed Dutch Colonial Revival house. 
An addition at the entrance is of inferior quality to the original 
part. Condition: Excellent. 

22. Spilman - Thomasson-Morgan House, 108 Roscommon Road, Pivotal, 1 9 2 2 .  
Architect: Robert E. Lee Taylor. This Dutch Colonial Revival is marked 
by two tall stone chimneys, flanking shed dormers and a broad shed dormer 
over a pent roof. The second story dormer is wood shingle and the 
re~aining wall finish is stucco. Robert E. Lee Taylor was a well 
known Baltimore architect. The house was built for Robert Scott 
Spilman, a prominent Charleston attorney. Condition: Excellent. 



3. 'Significance 

Period 
preh~storrc 
l4OC-l499 
1500-1599 
l6O&l699 
1700-1799 

x- 180&1899 
x 190C- 

Specif ic dates - . - - - -- - 

Areas of Significance--Check and just i fy below 
archeology-prehtstorrc community plannrng 
archeology-historic conservation 
agrrculture economics 
architecture education 
art engineering 
commerce exploration settlement 

a - communications industry 
invention 

landscape architecture religion 
- law _ science 

l~terature sculpture 
military _ social 
music humanitarian 
phtiosophy _ _ theater 

_ X politics government - transportation 
--X_ other (specify) 

- -. .. - -loca~-htsltor~ 
Builder Archi tect  H. RUS Warne, primary - - - . -. -- - archi tec t  - - - - -- - 

Statement of Signi f icance ( i n  one paragraph) 

The Grosscup 3oad Historic District in Charleston, Kanawha County, 
West Virginia, is significant because it is a concentrated area of well 
preserved houses from Charleston's early suburbinization. The development 
of the area coincided with Charleston's 'rboon" years of the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. The early ownsrs of these houses were 
families who achieved great wealth during this period. They were Charhestonts 
powerful industrialists, businessmen and poliSical leaders. The residences 
they built for themselves were fashionable, well constructed houses 
that today present a wide spectrum of architectural styles. 

Charleston and the Kanawha River Valley experienced rapid growth 
and economic development in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. In 1873 the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad came to Charleston. 
The access to transportation and the abundant natural resources stimulated 

t 

new industry and commerce. Charleston permanently regained its position 
as capital city of West Virginia in 1885. 

The coal and natural gas industries stimulated related enterprises. 
William C. Kelly moved his Kelly Axe and Tool Manufacturing Company to 
Charleston in 1 9 3 4 .  Kelly built a large Colonial Revival House on 
Grosscup Road in 1919. Fred Paul Grosscup, another early resident of 
the Grosscup Road Historic District, established several natural gas 
utility companies. 

The pivotal event in Charlestonts industrial development was World 
War I. The Kanawha Valley's vast chemical industry that today has 
plants from Union Carbide, I.E. Dupont and Nonsanto, was created to meet 
the war time deaand of 1917. Industrial suburbs such as Nitro, Belle and 
Dunbar were developed to accommodate the plants and their workers. 

It was during this period that Grosscup Road's development sky- 
rocketed. The old residential area of Charleston soon became inadequate 
to house the growing population. In 1880 Charleston had only 4192 
residents. By 1900 it had grown to 11,099 and by 1920 Charleston was a 
city of 39,998 residents. The business district began to expand into 
the old residential section. This further aggravated the situation, 
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8.  Two 

I n  t h e  1 8 9 0 1 s ,  r e a l  e s t a t e  s p e c u l a t o r s  s h r e w d l y  bough t  t h e  l a n d  
o f  t h e  h i l l s  a c r o s s  t h e  Kanawha R i v e r .  R o b e r t  S .  C a r r  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  
S o a t h  C h a r l e s t o n  Improvement  Company i n  1 8 9 1 .  T h i s  conpany  
owned a l m o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  S o u t h  H i l l s .  L a t e r ,  t h e  Grosscup-Meyers  
3 e a l  E s t a t e  Company, owned by P a u l  B .  Gros scup  a c q u i r e d  a l l  o f  what 
i s  now t h e  G r o s s c u p  Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t .  

A f t e r  t h e  S o u t h  S i d e  B r i d g e  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 9 1 ,  S o u t h  H i l l s ,  
p 2 r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  r i d g e  o v e r l o o k i n g  t h e  c i t y ,  became a t t r a c t i v e  t o  
C k a r l e s t o n  r e s i d e n t s .  I n  1 9 0 7 ,  S o u t h  H i l l s  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  
t h e  c i t y .  

The e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  G r o s s c u p ,  R o l l e r ,  and  Roscommon Roads were  
f i g u r e s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  C h a r l e s t o n ' s  b u s i n e s s  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  
- - 
Hon. James  H .  F e r g u s o n  (1817-1898)  was a  C h a r l e s t o n  l a w y e r  w i t h  a  l i f e t i m e  
s p e n t  i n  West V i r g i n i a ' s  p o l i t i c s .  He was a  member o f  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  

t S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  l b 6 4  and p l a y e d  a  l a r g e  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  l a w s  
o f t h e  newly formed s t a t e .  He l i v e d  i n  a  f rame house  t h a t  was 
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  home o f  H .  Rus Warne,  a t  8 G r o s s c u p  Road. Ano the r  
i z p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  f i g u r e  was J o s e p h  N .  Kenna,  who l i v e d  on Grosscup  
Road d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  Kenna w a s  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  Supreme 
C o u r t  i n  1 9 3 2 .  

P r o m i n e n t  b u s i n e s s  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e d  W i l l i a m  A l l e n  Pugh ,  who bought  
V . C .  K e l l y ' s  h o u s e .  Pugh was t h e  managing  p a r t n e r  o f  Pugh F u r n i t u r e  
Coxpany and  v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Union Gas Companies .  W i l l i a m  C .  
K e l l y ,  P a u l  B .  G r o s s c u p  and F r e d  P a u l  G r o s s c u p  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v e .  

H .  Rus Warne,  a n  e a r l y  G r o s s c u p  Road r e s i d e n t  and d e s i g n e r  o f  t e n  
h o u s e s  i n  t h e  G r o s s c u p  Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  was C h a r l e s t o n ' s  e a r l i e s t  
2nd mos t  i m p o r t a n t  a r c h i t e c t .  The Boone County C o u r t h o u s e  was d e s i g n e d  
by  Warne and  i s  on t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  Many 
p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  C h a r l e s t o n  were  d e s i g n e d  by Warne. Most n o t a b l e  o f  
t h e s e  a r e  t h e  C i t y  H a l l ,  Masonic  Temple and  C h a r l e s t o n  High S c h o o l .  

The G r o s s c u p  Road H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  which r e s u l t e d  f rom t h e  commerc i a l  and  i n d u s t r i a l  boom C h a r l e s t o n  
e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  The e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  we re  
C h a r l e s t o n ' s  p o w e r f u l  b u s i n e s s  and  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s .  The h o u s e s  have  
been  a l t e r e d  m i n i m a l l y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  The a t m o s p h e r e  o f  a n  e a r l y  
t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  n e i g h b o r h o o d  r e m a i n s  u n s p o i l e d .  
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Verbal  boundary descr ip t ion  and just i f icat ion Inc lude~  the area enclosed by the Ridge Line over1 ooki ng 
the Kanawha River to the north, Bridge Road to the west, Grosscup Road to the south, Roller 
Road to the west and Rosscommon Road to  the south, inclusive of properties one l o t  deep 
along Grosscup Road both north and south between Bridge Road and Roller Road, and inclusive 

-- --- 
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city or town state West Virginia . State Historic reservation Officer Certification 
- -- -- 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- - national -- state - local - -- 
A s  the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth& the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

I! 
- f - DL!?~.  - 

titre Sta te  Historic Preservation O f f i c e r  date December 12, 1983 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Reaistration 
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Verbal Boundary Descript ion . . . . .cont inued 

west t o  e a s t  of  l o t s  along Grosscup Road No. 3, 4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7,  8, 9 ,  10,  11 ,  32; and e a s t  
t o  west a long Roscommon Road and Grosscup Road Lots No. 30, 31, 80, 33, 34, 35, 36, 
37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 48 and 47. Map of t h e  Kanawha County Assessor ,  Char les ton ,  
N.'fa., Map No. 2, l t h  Ward-16, photo no. 1113,4/15/1965. 
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