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3 E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

This  i s  a  two s t o r y  b r i c k ,  l o c a l l y  f i r e d ,  l oca t ed  t o  t he  southwest 
of t h e  Thomas Edgar survey  f o r  t h e  town of Lewisburg. Erec ted  i n  
1834 by James F r a s i e r  a s  a  Law l i b r a r y  and s tudy  f o r  t he  j u r o r s ,  
judges and a t t o r n e y s  of  t h e  Supreme Court of  Appeals of  V i rg in i a .  

The en t r ance  on t h e  North s i d e  of  t h e  bu i ld ing  opens i n t o  a l a r g e  
room wi th  twin f i r e p l a c e s  on t h e  e a s t  end f ac ing  two wide doors 
on t h e  west end of t h e  room. These open i n t o  a  sma l l e r  room. 
which h a s  s i m i l a r  f i r e p l a c e s  on t h e  western s i d e  of  t h i s  sma l l e r  
room. From t h i s  s m a l l e r  room a door l eads  t o  a  r e a r  h a l l  wi th  a n  
o u t s i d e  en t rance  on t h e  nor th .  

The s t a i rway  t o  - t he  second f l o o r  i s  loca t ed  on t h e  south s i d e  
of  t h e  small  hallway a t  t h e  west end of  t he  bu i ld ing .  

The second f l o o r  i s  one l a r g e  room except  f o r  a  smal l  hallway 
and t h e  top  landing of  t h e  s ta i rway.  

Inasmuch, a s  t h i s  hal lway and s t a i r w e l l  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
i s  not  " t i ed - in"  wi th  t h e  o r i g i n a l  b r i c k ,  it would seem t h a t  t h i s  
i s  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n ,  enc los ing  t h e  s t a i rway  t o  t h e  second f l o o r .  

Each f i r e p l a c e  i s  adorned with l a r g e  mantels  and t h e  wa l l s  a r e  
l i n e d  wi th  she lves .  

The cond i t i on  of t h e  b u i l d i n g  i s  e x c e l l e n t ,  now be ing  occupied by t h e  
Greenbrier  County L ib ra ry  and Museum. 

The gene ra l  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s t y l e  i s s t h a t  common t o  V i r g i n i a  6f  t h i s  
per iod o f  His tory .  

I n  t h e  per iod  of  r e s t o r a t i o n  a F s e c t i o n  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  wa l l  was 
not  pa in ted  o r  d i s t u r b e d  because it showed t h e  names and d a t e s  
of  s e v e r a l  CiviiiWar s o l d i e r s  who were e i t h e r  b i l l e t e d  h e r e  o r  
who were p a t i e n t s  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  when it served a s  a  m i l i t a r y  
h o s p i t a l .  
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

On A p r i l  8 ,  1831, t h e  General  Assembly of t h e  Commonwealth of 
V i r g i n i a  decreed t h a t  a n  annual  s e s s i o n  of t h e  Supreme Court 
of Appeals be he ld  i n  Lewisburg, Greenbr ie r  County t o  s e r v e  
t h e  inc reas ing  popula t ion  west of t he  mountains. The f i r s t  
s e s s i o n  was h e l d  on August 1, 1831. Lewisburg, being such a  
g r e a t  d i s t a n c e  from Richmond, was not  t o o  we l l  equipped wi th  
r e f e rences  t o  t h e  law except  t h a t  which t h e  a t t o r n e y s  brought 
with them. So i t  was t h a t  t h e  j u r o r s  persuaded a  M r .  John F r a s i e r ,  
who opera ted  a  nearby i n ,  t o  e r e c t  a  bu i ld ing  t o  serve  a s  a  Law 
l i b r a r y  and s tudy.  This  was leased t o  t h e  S t a t e  of V i r g i n i a  
u n t i l  t h e  cou r t  s e s s ions  ended i n  1864. 

A l l  law books were removed t o  Richmond a t  t h i s  time and f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was occupied by t h e  Masonic Lodge. 
Thei r  c h a r t e r  s t i l l  hangs on t h e  museum wa l l ,  dated 1796. 

The Greenbr ie r  College f o r  Women came i n  ownership and, i n  1935, 
t h e  c o l l e g e  Trus t ees  deeded i t  t o  t h e  town t o  be  used a's a 
l i b r a r y  and museum, as i t  i s  today. 
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- 
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As the  designated Sta te  Liaison Officer for the  Na- 

t ional Historic Preservat ion  Act of 1966 (Publ ic  Law 

89-665). I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inclusion 

i n  t he  National Regis ter  and certify tha t  i t  h a s  been 

evaluated according to  t h e  cri teria and procedures s e t  

forth by the National Pa rk  Service. The  recommended 

l eve l  of s igni f icance  of th is  nomination is:  

National @ State Loca l  

Name ~,~i!Llj!!- 
Dal l a s  B. Sha f f e r  N 

b 

ritle S t a t e  L ia i son  Officer 
----- - -- 

D a t e  J u l y  26, 1971 
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. 

I hereby certify that th is  property is included in the 

National Register.  

Chief, Office of Archeology a n d  His tor ic  Preservat ion  

Date 

ATTEST: 
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Keeper  of T h e  National Reg i s t e r  
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