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CONDITION

This is a two story brick, locally fired, located to the southwest
of the Thomas Edgar survey for the town of Lewisburg. Erected in
1834 by James Frasier as a Law library and study for the jurors, ..
judges and agttorneys of the Supreme Court of Appeals of Vlrglnla.-

The entrance on the North side of the building opens into a large
room with twin fireplaces on the east end facing two wide doors -
on the west end of the room. These open into a smaller room:
‘which has similar fireplaces on the western side of this smaller
room. From this smaller room a door leads to a rear hall with an
outside entrance on the north.

‘The'stairway to’the Secqnd.floof_is located on the south side
of the small hallway at the west end of the building.

The second floor is one Iarge room except for a small hallway
and the top landing of the stairway.

Inasmuch, as this hallway and stairwell section of the building
is not "tied-in'" with the original brick, it would seem that this
is a later addition, enclosing the stairway to~the second floor.

Each fireplace is adorned with large mantels and the walls are
lined with shelves. - :

The condition of the building is excellent, now being occupied by the
Greenbrier County Library and Museum,

The general architectural style is:that common to Virginia of this
period of History.

In the period of restoration & section of the original wall was
not painted or disturbed because it showed the names and dates
of several CiviliWar soldiers who were either billeted here or
who were patients in the building when it served as a military
hospital.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On April 8, 1831, the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Virginia decreed that an annual session of the Supreme Court

of Appeals be held in Lewisburg, Greenbrier County to serve

the increasing population west of the mountains. The first
session was held on August 1, 1831, Lewisburg, being such a
great distance from Richmond, was not too well equipped with
references to the law except that which the attorneys brought
with them. So it was that the jurors persuaded a Mr. John Frasier,
who operated a nearby in, to erect a building to serve as a Law
library and study. This was leased to the State of Virginia
until the court sessions ended in 1864,

All law books were removed to Ribhmond at this time and for _
several years the building was occupied by the Masonic Lodge.
Their charter still hangs on the museum wall, dated 1796,

The Greenbrier College for Women came in ownership and, in 1935,
the College Trustees deeded it to the town to be used as a
library and museum, as it is today.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
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National Register.
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