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-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . 

The "Governor" Samuel P r i c e  House i n  Lewisburg, Greenbrier County, was b u i l t  i n  
t h e  mid- o r  l a t e -  1830s on a  l a r g e  l o t  a long  Court S t r e e t .  The two-story b r i c k  s t r u c -  
t u r e ,  which f r o n t s  south ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  r ec t angu la r  main s e c t i o n  and an e l l  t o  t h e  
wes tern  s i d e  of t h e  r e a r .  A one-s tory  wooden dependency i s  a t tached  t o  t h e  back o f  
t h e  e l l ,  and t h e r e  is  an  o l d e r  wooden ou tbu i ld ing  and modern garage t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  
p a r t  of t h e  grounds. Of s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  two b r i c k  dependencies, bo th  oc tagonal  
i n  shape, which a r e  a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  end of  a  b r i c k  p a t i o .  These formerly served  a s  ba th  
house and smokehouse. 

The s t r u c t u r e  i s  placed on a  c u t - s t o n e  foundat ion.  Entrance may be gained through 
any of  f o u r  doors ,  t h e  main one be ing  a  heavy, f o r t y - e i g h t  inch wide u n i t .  Each room 
on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  e l l  (a  k i t c h e n  and s e p a r a t e  s e r v a n t ' s  room) has  an  opening 
on to  t h e  b r i c k  p a t i o ,  and double doors  a f f o r d  en t r ance  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  main 
s e c t i o n .  Both t h e  f r o n t  and s i d e  approaches t o  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a r e  dominated by one-s tory  
p o r t i c o e s  supported by f o u r  square  columns, and t h e i r  doors each have a  r e c t a n g u l a r  
o v e r l i g h t .  

Window placement on t h e  south  f e a t u r e s  two openings t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  door on 
t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  and f i v e  openings on t h e  second f l o o r .  The west s i d e  has f o u r  windows 
on each f l o o r  of t h e  main p a r t  and two on each l e v e l  of t h e  e l l ,  whi le  t h e  e a s t  has  two 
on t h e  second f l o o r  of t h e  e l l ,  t h r e e  on t h e  second l e v e l  of t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  and two (one 
on e a c h . s i d e  of t h e  door)  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  main s e c t i o n .  A l l  f i r s t  f l o o r  win- 
dows a r e  9 / 6 ,  double-hung sa sh ,  and a l l  second f l o o r  windows a r e  616 .  Each opening is  
s h u t t e r e d .  

The f r o n t  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  house h a s  a hipped roof  of  a  low p i t c h ;  t h e  e l l  has  a  
gab le  t o  t h e  nor th .  Brickwork i n  t h e  main s e c t i o n  i s  i n  Flemish bond and t h a t  i n  t h e  
e l l  i s  conunon. A l l  twelve i n t e r i o r  rooms a r e  served  by f i r e p l a c e s  housed i n  s i x  chimneys. 
There a r e  two chimneys on each s i d e  of t h e  f r o n t  p a r t  of t h e  house, one i n  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  
of t h e  e l l  and one on t h e  gable .  E x t e r i o r  wa l l s  a r e  e igh teen  inches t h i c k ,  and p a r t i t i o n s  
a r e  a  s t o u t  twelve inches.  

Woodwork on t h e  i n t e r i o r  i s  r a t h e r  p l a i n  and heavy, and t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  ev iden t  
i n  t h e  mantels .  The same may a l s o  b e  s a i d  of t h e  e x t e r i o r ,  f o r  t he  c o r n i c e  i s  of a  
s imple  w h i t e  t r i m .  There a r e  s e v e r a l  b u i l t - i n ,  recessed  cupboards on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  
c o n s t r u c t e d  wi th  wooden pegs and b r a s s  l a t c h e s .  Most woodwork is  pa in ted  wh i t e ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  some of n a t u r a l ,  honey-colored maple, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  type of wood was 
probably used throughout t h e  t r i m .  
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The "Governor" Samuel P r i c e  House i s  one of many f i n e  b r i c k  homes i n  Greenbrier  
County which i s  more than one hundred yea r s  o l d .  It i s  l a r g e  and w e l l  cons t ruc t ed ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  of twelve rooms and having  s e v e r a l  dependencies.  This i s  another  s t r u c t u r e  
i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  growth i n  wes tern  V i r g i n i a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  
importance of Lewisburg a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  c e n t e r .  The P r i c e  house i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  
because i t s  owner was an ou t s t and ing  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  community, having served  i t s  people 
a s  a t t o rney ,  l e g i s l a t o r  and f r i e n d .  Samuel P r i c e  was a l s o  a  church e l d e r  .of h igh  
s t a n d i n g  and eventua l ly  became Lieutenant-Governor of V i rg in i a .  

The house i s  handsomely proport ioned w i t h  a  main s e c t i o n  and e l l  t o  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  
of t h e  r e a r .  Excluding one a t t ached  and one detached dependency, a l l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  
of b r i c k .  Some Greek Revival  elements e x i s t ,  such a s  t h e  use  of r e c t a n g u l a r  b lock  
p l ans  s e t  aga ins t  each o t h e r  wi thout  t r a n s i t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  t r abea t ed  doors and 
windows and t h e  smal l  p o r t i c o e s ,  b u t  t h e  ou t s t and ing  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s  seem ev i -  
d e n t ,  r a t h e r ,  i n  t h e  c l e a n  facade ,  t h e  f i n e  brickwork, t h e  h igh  chimneys on t h e  s i d e s ,  
and t h e  i n t e r e s t i n g  design of t h e  oc tagonal  b r i c k  b a t h  house and smokehouse. 

Samuel P r i c e  was apparent ly  t h e  f i r s t  t o  occupy t h e  house i n  about 1838. He had 
loca t ed  i n  Lewisburg and marr ied Jane  S t u a r t ,  of t h e  well-known Greenbrier  family,  I n  
1837, a f t e r  having p r a c t i c e d  law Fn Nicholas County and se rv ing  Nicholas and F a y e t t e  
c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  Leg i s l a tu re .  His r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  good and f a i r  man inc reased  
i n  Lewisburg, and he was aga in  e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1848. The growing impor- 
t a n c e  of western Vi rg in i a  was on h i s  mind f r equen t ly ,  f o r  he saw i t s  i n t e r e s t s  f i r s t  
hand and pressed them f i rmly  a s  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Greenbrier a r ea .  With such i n  
mind, h e  took h i s  p l ace  as  member of t h e  V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Convention of 1850 
and inc reased  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  a t  home and i n  government. 

The coming of t h e  C i v i l  War apparent ly  a f f e c t e d  P r i c e ' s  p o s i t i o n .  During t h e  
"Secession Convention'' of 1861, h e  r ep re sen ted  Greenbrier  County wi th  f e e l i n g s  s t r o n g l y  
suppor t ing  continued union, and h e  expressed h i s  b e l i e f s  b e f o r e  t h e  committee of twenty- 
one on Federal  r e l a t i o n s .  P r i cewas  among t h o s e v o t i n g a g a i n s t  secess ion ,  b u t  h i s  con- 
s c i e n c e  requi red  t h a t  h e  s i g n  t h e  f i n a l  ord inance ,  f o r  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  were overwhelm- 
i n g l y  i n  favor  of r a t i f i c a t i o n .  This  done, Samuel P r i c e  s tayed wi th  t h e  Confederacy. 

Af t e r  t h e  B a t t l e  of  Lewisburg i n  1862, M r .  P r i c e  was de ta ined  by Union t roops  f o r  
r e f u s i n g  t o  take a  " t e s t  oa th"  of a l l e g i a n c e .  He was eventua l ly  taken  t o  Char les ton  
a n d ' j a i l e d  temporari ly  be fo re  being paroled.  When Confederate fo rces  f i n a l l y  recovered 
much of t h e  Kanawha Valley,  he  was r e l e a s e d  and r e tu rned  t o  Lewisburg. Through a l l  of 
h i s  t r y i n g  experiences,  P r i c e  remained honorable  and t r u e  t o  h i s  b e l i e f s ,  and h e  was 
rewarded i n  1863 wi th  h i s  e l e c t i o n  as  Lieutenant-Governor of V i rg in i a .  He served  i n  
t h i s  c a p a c i t y  u n t i l  t h e  war ' s  end. 

It took s e v e r a l  yea r s  f o r  West V i r g i n i a  t o  s e t t l e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  a f t e r  
t h e  C i v i l  War, and "Governor" P r i c e  was r e fused  a t  l e a s t  one commission because h e  
would n o t  t a k e  a  " t e s t  oath." Elec ted  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  West V i r g i n i a  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
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Convention of 1872, however, t h e  b a r r i e r s  apparent ly  were removed, and h e  was 
s e l e c t e d  a s  p re s iden t  of t h e  body. H i s  p r a c t i c e  of law cont inued i n  Lewisburg, and 
h i s  pub l i c  c a r e e r  was appropr i a t e ly  capped i n  l a t e  1876, when he was named t o  f i l l  
t h e  United S t a t e s  Senate  s e a t  l e f t  vacant  by the  dea th  of  h i s  o l d  f r i e n d ,  Al len  T. 
Caperton. Both had remained wi th  t h e  Confederacy, s tayed  a t  t h e i r  pre-war homes, and 
gave r e s p e c t a b l e  and b e n e f i c i a l  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  new s t a t e  of West V i rg in i a .  "Governor" 
P r i c e  d i ed  i n  1884 a t  Lewisburg, bu t  more than  memories a r e  a l i v e  i n  h i s  o l d  dwel l ing ,  
f o r  t h e  p re sen t  owner i s  h i s  great-grandson.  
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