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historic Neale, George, Jr., House -- --- 

andinr common Pence Bui ld ing  

s! * .~e t  & number 331 J u l i a n a  S t r e e t  not for publication 

city, town Parkersburg  vicinity of con~ressional district 

state West V i r g i n i a  code 54 county Wood code 107 

Cat e g ~ r y  Ownership S atus Present  Use 
-- - district public -- occupied - agriculture - museum X 
X - bui!c!ing(s) -X- private -- unoccupied - X comnlorcial - park 

-_ structure - both work in progress educational - private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessibia entertainment religious 
object -- in  pr!'~zss .X. yes: restricted government - scientific 

- belng considered - yes: unrestricted industrial - transportation 
-- no -_-  military other: 

city, town Parkersburg vicinity of state West V i r g i n i a  26101 

street B number Court Square -- -- -- - 
Parkersburg West V i rg in i a  

* 

title x 
-- - 

has this property been determined elegihle? --yes -- no  
-- 

date -- -- -- - federal -- state --county local --- 
depository for survey records .. . . -- - . -- -- - - - -- - ---- - - - - -- - . . - -- 



Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered X- original site 

X good __ ruins -& altered m o v e d  date 
fair unexposed 

C e s c r i b s  the present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

The Pence Buil.ding was c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1840 and is  o n e  o f  P a r k e r s b u r g ' s  most 
s p l e n d i d  s u r v i v i n g  examples of Greek R e v i v a l  s t y l e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The two-story s t r u c -  
t u r e  h a s  a  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  and w a l l s  o f  handnade orange-red b r i c k .  Its e x t e r i o r  F e d e r a l  
Greek R e v i v a l  t ra i ts  are immediate ly  s t r i k i n g  t o  t h e  eye :  a  low-pi tched r o o f ,  smooth 
f a c a d e  and l a r g e  g l a z e d  a r e a s :  e l l i p t i c a l  f a n  l i g h t s  i n  t h e  g a b l e s ;  s l e n d e r  f l a n k i n g  s i d e  
l i g h t s  t o  t h e  f r o n t  door ;  a  t r i p a r t i t e  window o v e r  t h e  f r o n t  door ;  window l i n t e l s  w i t h  
r e l i e f s ;  r educed  a r c h i t r a v e s ;  and a smooth b r i c k  f i n i s h  w i t h  f i n e  j o i n t s .  

I n  1958 t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u i l d i n g  was i n c r e a s e d  when a  c o n c r e t e  s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  
on t h e  s o u t h  end.  Another  a d d i t i o n ,  made of b r i c k ,  was p l a c e d  on t h e  wes t  s i d e  i n  1973.  
I n  1960,  Richard  F. Pence,  a  P a r k e r s b u r g  a t t o r n e y ,  purchased t h e  b u i l d i n g .  H i s  l o n g  owner- 
s h i p  h a s  g i v e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  i t s  p r e s e n t  name. M r .  Pence immediate ly  under took  t o  r e -  
n o v a t e  and r e p a i r  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  improvements which h a v e . c o n t i n u e d  up . t o ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  day: 
M r .  Pence h a s  pane led  most of t h e  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s ;  ~ e p l a c e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  f l o o r s ;  r e p a i r e d  
t h e  r o o f  and r e p l a c e d  a l l  t h e  windows; had t h e  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  s a n d b l a s t e d  removing a 
y e l l o w  p a i n t  t h a t  had covered them, and t h e  b r i c k s  were r e p o i n t e d  and s i l i c o n e d ;  t h e  
i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  second f l o o r  was comple te ly  redone ;  t h e  basement f l o o r  was remodeled; 
c e n t r a l  h e a t i n g  and a i r  c o n d i t i o n i n g  w a s  i n s t a l l e d ;  t h e  whole b u i l d i n g  was e n t i r e l y  re- 
w i r e d  and c o n d u i t s  i n s t a l l e d ;  one  bathroom was remodeled and two more were  added. While  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  been c o n t i n u a l l y  w e l l  m a i n t a i n e d ,  no r e s t o r a t i o n  work h a s  y e t  been a t -  
tempted f o r  t h e  f r o n t  s t e p s ,  f r o n t  door  and e n t r a n c e  h a l l  a r e a s .  M r .  Pence h a s  p l a n s  t o  
r e p l a c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i l a p i d a t e d  f r o n t  i r o n  s t o o p  and s t e p s  w i t h  a  F e d e r a l  s t y l e  porch  which 
w i l l  be  i n  keep ing  w i t h  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  1840 e r a  appearance .  

The Pence B u i l d i n g  is c u r r e n t l y  occup ied  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner: The f i r s t  f l o o r  
houses  t h e  o f f i c e s  o f  Eir. Pence,  h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  and t h e  B l e n n e r h a s s e t t  H i s t o r i c a l  P a r k  
Commission; t h e  second f l o o r  houses  t h e  o f f i c e s  of t h r e e  l awyers ;  t h e  s o u t h  annex i s  
occup ied  by a s m a l l  s o c i a l  c l u b ,  and t h e  basement c o n t a i n s  a b a r b e r  shop. 

D e s p i t e  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c ,  t h e  Pence B u i l d i n g  r e t a i n s  a h i g h  
d e g r e e  of e x t e r i o r  i n t e g r i t y .  Damage t o  b r i c k  s u r f a c e  and sto 'ne t r i m  r e s u l t i n g  from 
s a n d b l a s t i n g  h a s  been s t a b i l i z e d ,  though f u t u r e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e .  



Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- archeology-prehistoric - community planning landscape architecture- religion 
- archeology-historic - conservation law - science 

agriculture - economics literature - sculpture 
architecture - e d u c a t i o n  - military social1 

- art . - engineering music humanitarian 
X commerce exploration'settlement -- philosophy theater 
- communications industry politics/government transportation 

- invention o h isoecify) k a i  Y l s r t o rv  

Specific dates 1848 BuilderiArchitect 
---- 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Pence Building is  a  l o c a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  example of ve rnacu la r  Greek Revival 
a r chLtec tu re ,  and i s  assuredly one of t h e  b e s t  examples of t h e  type  remaining i n  Parkerburg. 
Its beauty of l i n e  and cons t ruc t ion  cause i t  t o  be f r equen t ly  commented upon even by 
people  who know noth ing  of i t s  h i s t o r y .  The e d i f i c e  i s  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  i ts  as soc ia -  
t i o n  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  who played important  r o l e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  and development of 
Parkersburg  and Wood County, (West) V i r g i n i a .  

The b u i l d i n 2  was r a i s e d  i n  t h e  year  1840 by George Neale,  Jr . ,  t o  s e r v e  a s  h i s  
p r iva i t :  r e s idence .  It was t h e  second home he b u i l t  i n  the  a r e a .  The f i r s t  was cons t ruc t -  
ed a t  nearby Blennerhasse t t  I s l a n d  i n  1833. Both homes were faced  wi th  handmade red  
b r i c k  (probably wi th  s l a v e  l abo r  as t h e  Neales were s l aveho lde r s ) .  They s t i l l  s t and  a s  
t a n g i b l e  reminder; of ~ e a l e ' s  prominence i n  t h e  Parkerburg reg ion  which stemmed both from 
h i s  bus ines s  c a r e e r  and l i f e l o n g  a s s o c i a t i o n  wi th  Blennerhasse t t  I s l a n d .  

S t y l i s t i c  elements of bo th  t h e  Federa l  and Greek Revival pe r iods  a r e  ev ident  i n  
t h e  Pence Eu i ld ing .  The s t r e n g t h s  of t h e  Fedcra l  s t y l i n g  apparent  i n  t h e  end w a l l  fenes-  
t r a t i o n  inco rpora t ing  l a r g e  glazed a r e a s  and s e m i - e l l i p t i c a l  f a n l i g h t e d  gab le  openings 
a r e  subord ina t e ,  neve r the l e s s ,  t o  t h e  Greek Revival .  

Federa l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  a r e a s  west of t h e  Appdachians  never  f l o u r i s h e d ;  i t  was 
s low i n  r each ing  t h e  smal l ,  i s o l a t e d  c e n t e r s  and was quick ly  supplanted  by t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
p o p u l a r i t y  of neo-classicism. The Pence Building r e l e c t s  t h i s  evo lu t iona ry  development 
of upper-class  a r c h i t x t u r e  i n  t h e  American h i n t e r l a n d  during t h e  decades preceding t h e  
Cival  Bar, and has  surv ived  wi th  many of i t s  s i g n i f i c a n t  c l a s s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  i n t a c t .  Anong 
these  a r e :  Pedimented gab le s ;  t r i p a r t i t e  center-bay windows and door openings; a  h o r i z o n t a l  
door transom above a  pier-supported transom b a r ;  and l i n t e l s  w i t h  b locks  carved i n  a  
Greek key p a t t e r n .  

George Keale,  Jr., was born i n  Loudoun County, V i r g i n i a  i n  1802, son of George 
and Sarah Neale.  Soon a f t e r  t h i s  he was taken t o  Wood County where h i s  f a t h e r  s e t t l e d  
on a l a r g e  t r a c t  of l a n d  a t  "T~ashington's Bottom". This  l a y  a t  t h e  f o o t  of Blennerhasse t t  
I s l and  then  occupied by Harman E lenne rhasse t t  and h i s  wi fe  I la rgare t .  A f t e r  t h e  Blenner- 
hasset i : ,  were involved i n  t h e  1806-07 i l l - f a t e d  Aaron Burr Expedi t ion t o  t h e  Southwest, 
Gecxr&e 'Keale S r . ,  and h i s  family r en t ed  p a r t  of t h e  Blennerhasse t t  e s t a t e  and took r e s i -  
dence i n  t h e  vacant  Blennerhasse t t  Mansion. They were a s l e e p  i~ i t  dur ing  the  e a r l y  
rncarning hours  of March 31, 1811, when i t  a c c i d e n t l y  caught f i r e  and burned t o  t h e  ground. 
Ted fami ly  members, i nc lud ing  nine-year-old George, Jr.,  b a r e l y  escaped wi th  t h e i r  l i v e s .  
George, Jr. ,  never  f o r g o t  '_he exci tement  of  t h i s  t ragedy.  

I n  1827 George Neale, J r . ,  purchased t h e  upper end of B lenne rhasse t t  I s l and  from 
Blenne rhasse t t ' s  Ph i l ade lph ia  bus ines s  p a r t n e r .  S i x  yea r s  l a t e r  Neale b u i l t  t h e  l a r g e  
b r i c k  home on t h e  I s l a n d  which s t i l l  s t a n d s  t h e r e .  Its s t y l e  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h a t  of t h e  Pence Building.  
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George Neale ,  J r . ,  moved t o  P a r k e r s b u r g  c a .  1840 where h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
develop what became a b r i l l i a n t  b u s i n e s s  c a r e e r .  A t  t h e  a g e  of twenty-one,  Neale  
became $he owner o f  a g e n e r a l  s t o r e  i n  t h e  c i t y  hav ing  a s  h i s  p a r t n e r  one Wi l l i am 
Gardner .  The two of them g r e a t l y  p r o s p e r e d ,  f o r  a s a  l a t e r  h i s t o r i a n  r e c o r d e d ,  "The 
f i r m  o f  Neale  & Gardner  was w e l l  known i n  a l l  t h e  r e g i o n  a b o u t ,  n o t  o n l y  concerned 
i n  m e r c a n t i l e  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  as foremost  f a c t o r s  i n  r i v e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  road  
deve lopnen t ,  and 211 t h a t  went t o  mzke P a r k e r s b ~ r g  one of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c i t i e s  o f  
t h a t  day'. . ( I l i l l e r  ar,d Ifaxwell ,  1913,  p .  9 6 L )  , Neale a l s o  was a d i r e c t o r  i n  t h e  
Northwestern  Bank, which i s  today t h e  P a r k e r s b u r g  R a t i o n a l  Bank. He d i e d  i n  1880. 

During t h e  1 8 8 0 1 s ,  t h e  Neale hone ceased  t o  b e  used a s  a p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e  
aird was c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  l aw and r e a l  e s t a t e  o f f i c e s .  It p a s s e d  th rough  a  l o n g  
s u c e s s i o n  o f  owners.  The most famous took  b r i e f  p o s s e s s i o n  i n  1902.  I n  t h i s  y e a r  
t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was owned f o r  a  few months by t h e  3Ie l lons ,  t h e  well-known P i t t s b u r g h  
banking f a m i l y .  S i n c e  1960 i t  h a s  been owned by Richard  F. Pence,  a  prominent  
P a r k e r s b u r g  a t t o r n e y .  



Major Biographical References 
(I) "Handsome Gordon Proper ty  Torn Down t o  Make Way f o r  Parking Spaces," 

Parkersburg News-Sentinel (Centennial  E d i t i o n ) ,  June 18, 1963. 
( 2 )  "~eale-Gordon,  "Thomas C .  M i l l e r  and Hu Maxwell, West Virgi~i-I..g and Its People 

(N.Y ., l 9 l 3 ) ,  pp. 964-965. 

Acreage of nominated property 1 c i t y  .lot-___ 
name Parkr rsburg  , west Virginia-Ohio 

UMT References 

A 1 7 1 14 15 14 ,6 14 13 14 16 12 ,6 
Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale 24  ? 000--- 

Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary description and justification 
The Pence Building a t  t he  northwest  corner  

of J u l i a n a  S t r e e t  and Fourth S t r e e t  on a c i t y  l o t  measuring approximately 100'  x 100 ' .  

L i s t  all s t a t e s  and count ies  for properties overlapping s ta te  or county boundaries 

state 
- 

code county - -- -- code 

state code county code 

narneititle D r .  Ray Swick, H i s t o r i a n  
-- 

organization Blennerhasse t t  H i s t o r i c a l  Park Corn. date -- -- 
J u l y  18 ,  1979 

--- -- - - -. .- - -- - 

city or town Parkersburg state West V i rg in i a  26105 

4 "1). B-gate HisZoria: Prsseyvat jsn QrSfice~ C e ~ ~ ~ ? i i c a ~ i o n  
--" - - 

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national - state X 
-- local 

- - . --- 
As the designated State Historic Preserl~ation Officer for the National Historic Preserva:ion Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
6ti:+j, I h;reby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that i t has been evalirated 
according to the criteria and procedures set fort n and Recreation Service. 

Stste Historic Prsservation Officer signature -- 
Direc to r ,  : l i s tor ic  P re se rva t ion  [hit, W.V. 

t i t le  Department of Cu l tu re  and His tory  - date N~~ I -. 
Par HCRS use only 

1 hereby certify that this property i s  inctuded in the National Registsr 

- -- date -- 
'<-?eoer of the National Register i 

Attest: date - ---- -......-- 
Chtei of Registration i 
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Major B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  Refe rences  ( C o n t ' d )  

( 3 )  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Richard  Pence 7--6--79 

( 4 )  I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  A l l e n  Carney 7--9--79 

(5) Minnie Kenda l l  Lowther,  B l e n n e r h a s s e t t  I s l a n d  i n  Romance and Tragedy, - 
(Rut land ,  Vermont, 1956) ,  pp .  122-125. 




