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@ DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N  CHECK O N E  C H E C K  ONE 

XORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

With t h e  boom i n  t h e  lumber i n d u s t r y  and t h e  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  county s e a t  
from H u n t e r s v i l l e  t o  X a r l i n t o n  i n  1900, many new, good q u a l i t y  houses  were con- 
s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  Pocahontas County, West V i r g i n i a ,  a r e a  by t h o s e  who d i r e c t l y  
o r  i n d i r e c t l y  p rospered .  The s i t u a t i o n  was such t h a t  when Frank Hunter and 
Anna V i r g i n i a  P r i c e  dec ided  t o  marry, they began, i n  1903, o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  t h e i r  f u t u r e  home, and a f t e r  i t  was completed,  abou t  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  they were 
wed t h e r e .  They had chosen a  s i t e  on a  b l u f f  above t h e  Greenbr ie r  River  j u s t  
below t h e  Mar l in ton  b r i d g e .  

The e ight- room Hunter p l a c e  i s  of frame c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  and i s  an a lmost  
s q u a r e  house  o f  two s t o r i e s ,  f u l l  a t t i c  and basement. The s l o p e  of t h e  l a n d  
g i v e s  t h e  f r o n t  an appearance o f  g r e a t  h e i g h t ,  w h i l e  t h e  metal -covered,hipped 
roof  adds t o  t h i s  w i t h  i t s  s t e e p n e s s .  A s i n g l e  dormer i s  on t h e  f r o n t  and each 
s i d e ,  and t h e  roof  i s  crowned w i t h  a  c a p t a i n ' s  walk. I n t e r e s t i n g l y  des igned ,  
what used t o  be t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  now appears  t o  b e  t h e  r e a r ,  f o r  i t  
f a c e s  t h e  r i v e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  highway. 

The e a s t  ( f r o n t )  e l e v a t i o n  i s  d e l i g h t f u l l y  touched w i t h  l a t e r  V i c t o r i a n -  
Gothic  " ic ing"  d e t a i l s  such a s  i n  t h e  ornamentat ion o f  t h e  dormer, i n  t h e  columned 
and t u r r e t e d  veranda and i n  t h e  l a t t i c e  frames between t h e  ~ o r c h ' s  suppor t  p i l l a r s .  
Viewed from t h e  o l d  r i v e r  road a g a i n s t  t h e  background of  t h e  f o r e s t e d  mountain,  
t h e  house  has  a  s imple  s t a t e l i n e s s .  Fea tu res  which t r a n s f o r m  it from a  b o x - l i k e  
appearance and which c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  house a r e  t h e  bow- 
l i n e  windows on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  two t a l l  chimneys on t h e  n o r t h ,  t h e  ve randas  ( f r o n t  
and r e a r ) ,  and t h e  cropped r e a r  c o r n e r s .  

A l l  i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  a r e  of p l a s t e r  over  oak l a t h ,  and t h e  two curved w a l l s  of 
t h e  nor thwes t  and southwest  rooms have wainsco t ing .  I n  t h e  l i v i n g  room, t h e  two 
l a r g e  openings  which fo rmer ly  l e d  t o  t h e  d i n i n g  room and p a r l o r  have heavy, i n - w a l l  
s l i d i n g  doors .  The p a i r  o f  chimneys p rov ide  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  two n o r t h - f a c i n g  
rooms on each l e v e l ,  w h i l e  a  t h i r d  chimney, which p i e r c e s  t h e  west  edge o f  t h e  
c a p t a i n ' s  walk, a t  one t ime  s e r v e d  s t o v e s  i n  two of  t h e  s o u t h - f a c i n g  rooms. L a t e r ,  
a d d i t i o n a l  h e a t  was s u p p l i e d  through two h o t - a i r  f l o o r  f u r n a c e s .  

Heavy d o o r s  w i t h  f i v e  p a n e l s  were used th roughout  t h e  house .  On t h e  upper 
f l o o r ,  t h e  doorways have transoms t o  provide c r o s s  v e n t i l a t i o n .  Phch o f  t h e  g r e a t  
a t t i c  i s  f l o o r e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  space.  Choice woods were  used i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  The 
c l e a r  r e d  oak of t h e  doors ,  window and door f rames,  s t a i r s  and baseboards  h a s  become 
a  f e a t u r e  of l u x u r y  now t h a t  such lumber i s  s o  s c a r c e  and expensive .  

The o n l y  change i n  t h e  house  n e c e s s i t a t e d  by i t s  p r e s e n t  u s e  a s  a  museum i s  
t h e  move o f  t h e  main e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  r e a r  where a l a r g e  s t o n e  p a t i o  and walk t o  
t h e  p a r k i n g  l o t  have  been added. 

Off t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h i s  e n t r a n c e  a t  a  d i s t a n c e  of abou t  f o r t y  f e e t ,  a  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  l o g  c a b i n  h a s  been p laced .  This  s t r u c t u r e  was moved i n t a c t  
from t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  mountains where it had s e r v e d  a s  a  r e s i d e n c e .  It i s  20' x 
3 0 1 ,  and was c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  1 2  and 14 i n c h  hewn p o p l a r  l o g s .  A s i x - f o o t  wide 
chimney was r e b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  move, and hand- r iven  oak shakes  w i l l  soon r e p l a c e  t h e  
temporary r o o f .  There  a r e  two smal l ,  613 paned windows a t  t h e  f r o n t  and one a t  t h e  
r e a r ,  and a  s m a l l  door on bo th  o f  t h e s e  e l e v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c a b i n .  The i n t e r i o r  w a l l s  
a r e  s e a l e d  w i t h  good b u t t e r n u t  (whi te  wa lnu t )  boards ,  smooth and smoke blackened,  
p u t  i n  p l a c e  sometime b e f o r e  1900. The f i r e p l a c e  i s  l a r g e  and h a s  a  f i r e - s c a r r e d  
l i n t e l  which i s  s t i l l  s o l i d  and s t r o n g .  A f u l l  l o f t  i s  o v e r  t h e  low-ce i l inged ,  
s i n g l e  lower room, and i t  h a s  a  f l o o r  suppor ted  by th rough- the-wal l  beams which 
a r e  a r t f u l l y  beaded. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Pocahontas County Yuseum i s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  n o t  because  i t  
i s  an o u t s t a n d i n g  example of any p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  o r  t h e  d e s i g n  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  an  a r c h i t e c t  o r  b u i l d e r  of no te ,  b u t  r a t h e r  because  i t  i s  an e x c e p t i o n a l  
example o f  a  moderate  house e r e c t e d  i n  an a r e a  which p rospered  w i t h  t h e  w e a l t h  
o f  t imber .  It d i s p l a y s  an e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  s o u r c e  and m a t e r i a l  o f  t h i s  w e a l t h  
i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  woods used.  3y t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of i t s  day and p l a c e ,  t h e  home 
of  Frank and Anna P r i c e  Hunter was indeed moderate ,  bu t  t o d a y ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  d e t a i l s  of  f i n e l y  f i n i s h e d  woods b o r d e r s  on 
l a v i s h .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  h o l d s  f o r  t h e  peop le  of Pocahontas County, 
West V i r g i n i a ,  an  e x c e l l e n t  assor tment  o f  a r t i c l e s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  
i n c l u d i n g  a  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tury  l o g  house  which was used a s  a  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  
nearby  mountains  f o r  about one hundred y e a r s .  And, c o i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
c o n t a i n s  t h e  g r a v e s  of s e v e r a l  Confederate  s o l d i e r s  who d i e d  i n  1861, n o t  of 
b a t t l e  wounds b u t  o f  measles .  

I n  t h e  house  which Frank and Anna V .  P r i c e  Hunter b u i l t  a s  t h e i r  home and 
i n  which they were  m a r r i e d ,  t h e  Pocahontas County H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  w i t h  enthu-  
s i a s t i c  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  most people  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  h a s  c r e a t e d  a  museum of  unusua l  
p r o p o r t i o n s  and v a r i e t y .  A cen tury  and a  h a l f  o f  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e i r  peop le  a r e  
p o r t r a y e d  th roughout  t h e  rooms and ha l lways  o f  t h e  house:  t h e i r  c l o t h e s ,  t h e i r  
househo ld  f u r n i s h i n g s ,  t h e i r  t o o l s ,  t h e i r  books,  and even t h e i r  l e t t e r s  a r e  on 
d i s p l a y .  Also, t h e  people  and t h e i r  county a r e  t o  be  seen i n  an unexpec ted ly  
l a r g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p i c t u r e s  and photographs .  

The Hunter House i t s e l f  i s  a  d i s p l a y  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  b o t h  l o c a l  peop le  
and t h e  o u t s i d e  v i s i t o r s  who t o u r  t h e  museum. It was b u i l t  by s k i l l e d  l o c a l  
c a r p e n t e r s  w i t h  lumber which was c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  from a  b o u n t i f u l  supply  i n  
t h e  n e a r b y  f o r e s t s .  White oak, w h i t e  p i n e  and p o p l a r  were used f o r  t h e  t imbers .  
P l a s t e r  l a t h s  a r e  oak and can be  seen i n  t h e  a t t i c .  For a l l  t h e  i n t e r i o r  t r i m ,  
such a s  baseboards ,  p i c t u r e  moldings on w a l l s ,  s t a i r c a s e ,  and door  and window 
c a s i n g ,  c h o i c e  r e d  oak was used.  The f o u r  rooms on each f l o o r  a r e  l a r g e  and w e l l  
l i g h t e d  by many windows. Three chimneys p r o v i d e  h e a t  t o  s i x  rooms, two rooms w i t h  
h o t  a i r  f l o o r  f u r n a c e s  and t h e  f o u r  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  w i t h  f i r e p l a c e s .  

Wood i s  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  and obvious c o n s t r u c t i o n  m a t e r i a l  of t h e  Hunter house  
a s  may be  immediate ly  r e a l i z e d  from look ing  a t  i t s  e x t e r i o r .  This  i s  n o t  an  
u n u s u a l  s i g h t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  bu t  when one u s e s  w h i t e  oak,  w h i t e  p i n e  and p o p l a r  f o r  
t h e  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  i s  s u r e l y  a  f i n e  b u i l d i n g .  The Pocahontas County Museum, 
5cx?vsr, i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  on t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  where even t h e  l a t h s  a r e  oak. 
T--- ~ ~ ~ e n s i v e  and b e a u t i f u l  r ed  oak was used e x t e n s i v e l y ,  and a  view of  t h e  s t a i r w a y  

i n  t h e  o l d  l i v i n g  room which runs  between f i r s t  and second f l o o r s  speaks  q u a l i t y .  
The + ~ l r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  a r e  on a w i d e b a s e  and s u p p o r t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  h a n d r a i l .  The 
newel p o s t  i s  n o t  o n l y  s t o u t ,  b u t  i t  h a s  t h e  added d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  a p p l i e d  d e s i g n s .  
A l o o k  a t  door  and window frames conf i rms  t h e  impress ion  o f  a w e l l - b u i l t  house.  

The e i g h t  rooms and two h a l l s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  c o l l e c t i o n s .  The 
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7.  DESCRIPTION (con t inued)  

The grounds of t h e  museum a r e  spac ious  and w e l l  k e p t .  Many k i n d s  of t r e e s ,  
some g r e a t  i n  h e i g h t ,  add beau ty  t o  t h e  s e t t i n g  which i n c l u d e s ,  i n c i d e n t a l l y ,  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  b u r i a l  p l o t  o f  s e v e r a l  Confederate  s o l d i e r s ,  members of General  
Wil l iam W. L o r i n g ' s  command, who d i e d  of measles  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1861. 

8.  SIGNIFICANCE ( c o n t i n u e d )  

o r i g i n a l  p a r l o r  i s  now t h e  P e a r l  S .  Buck L i b r a r y ,  a  room which was d e d i c a t e d  and 
opened i n  1963 i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of Miss Buck and many s t a t e  and coun ty  o f f i c i a l s .  

Soon a f t e r  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  bought t h e  Hunter p r o p e r t y  i n  1963, t h e y  
moved a  log  c a b i n  from nearby  Beards Mountain and p laced  i t  n e a r  t h e  museum. It - 
i s  o f  one s t o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  a  l o f t .  It h a s  12 and 14 i n c h  hewn p o p l a r  l o g s  
i n  i t s  s i d e s  and i s  20 f e e t  wide and 15 f e e t  deep.  The c a b i n  was c o n s t r u c t e d  
about  1850 back i n  t h e  mountains and was c o n t i n u o u s l y  owned and occupied i n  t h e  
b u i l d e r ' s  f ami ly  u n t i l  1950. Tne o r i g i n a l  f l o o r  of w i d e , t h i c k  p i n e  i s  s t i l l  i n  
p l a c e .  

Close  b e s i d e  t h e  c a b i n  on t h e  n o r t h  a r e  a  number o f  o l d  C i v i l  War g raves .  
Some a r e  marked by r i v e r  s t o n e s  b u t  some on ly  by a  s l i g h t  d e p r e s s i o n  among t h e  
p i n e s  and hemlocks which have grown over  them. I n  t h i s  a r e a  which saw t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  bo th  Union and Confedera te  f o r c e s  and which w i t n e s s e d  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  
Droop Mountain n o t  t o o  f a r  t o  t h e  sou th ,  it i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  few s o l d i e r s  
b u r i e d  h e r e  d i e d  of meas les .  They were i n  t h e  command of  General  Wil l iam W. 
Lor ing .  

9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (con t inued)  

P r i c e ,  Wil l iam T. H i s t o r i c a l  Sketches  of Pocahontas County, West V i r g i n i a .  
P r i c e  B r o t h e r s  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1901. 



Edgar ,  Betsy J o r d a n .  Our House. Parsons ,  W.Va. : :*lcClain P r i n t i n g  Co., 1965. (P.  23) 
H i s t o r i c a l  Bookle t ,  G r e e n b r i e r  County, 160th  h n i v e r s a r y ,  1778-1938. N . p . ,  n .d .  

(Copy i n  West V i r g i n i a  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y ,  Norgantown, W.Va.). (p.  1 )  
I n t e r v i e w ,  Jane  P r i c e  Sharp w i t h  C . E .  Tur ley ,  Research A s s i s t a n t ,  West V i r g i n i a  
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S T R E E T  & N U M B E R  T E L E P H O N E  

P.O. Box 630 (304) 296-1791 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Morgantown West V i r g i n i a  
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS:/,.* 

NATIONAL - STATE - LOCAL d 
As the designated State His tor~c Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 9 6 6  (Public Law 8 9 - 6 6 5 ) .  1 

hereby nominate this property for 

criteria and procedures set forth by 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATU 
- -  ' 

West V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  O f f i c e r  DATE November 10 ,  1975 

A T T H I S  PROPERTY IS  INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER - - .  

GPO 892- 4 5 3  



SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN  HOW TO-COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL  ENTRIES - - '  ENCLOSE WJTH MAP 

a NAME 
HISTORIC H u n t e r ,  F r a n k  and Anna, House 

A N D / O R  C O M M O N  

P o c a h o n t a s  County Museum 

a LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN M a r l i n t o n  V I C I N I T Y  O F  COUNTY STATE P o c a h o n t a s  West V i r g i n i a  

-- a MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U.S. G e o l o g i c a l  Survey ( M a r l i n t o n ,  W.Va., 15 '  Quadrang le )  

SCALE 1 : 62500 DATE 1923  




