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I D E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  (if known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

C] Faar 0 Detorioratcd 0 R u ~ n s  a Unexposed 
CONDITION 

The house i s  a  massive double-chimney s t y l e d  bu i ld ing  made of 
b r i c k  from c l a y  on the  For t  P leasant  farm. The s t y l e  of  t h e  house 
i s  s eve re  Fede ra l  with t h e  country touches t h a t  come from bu i ld ing  
with semi - sk i l l ed  h e l p  f a r  from c i t y - e l e g a n c i e s .  The 18 remaining 
rooms a r e  a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  u n i t  with t h e  except ion  of t he  two room 
h a l f  basement ha l f -house  s e c t i o n  of a  much e a r l i e r  da t e .  

The main house was complete by the  end of t h e  18th  century  and 
the  e a r l y  use  of  a  massive colonnade i s  d i s t i n c t i v e .  In spec t ion  
of t h e  f r o n t  p o r t i c o  e s t a b l i s h e s  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  when t h e  house was 
cons t ruc t ed .  

The i n t e r i o r  i s  s eve re ly  Federal .  No c e i l i n g  co rn i ces ,  bu t  
nea t  c h a i r  r a i l s  and wash boards,  simply decorated door frames and 
magni f icant ly  e l egan t  Federa l  s t y l e  m n t e l s .  The s t a i r  runs up 
t h r e e  f l o o r s  t o  t h e  a t t i c  wi th  a  very p l a i n  Federa l  s t y l e  b a n n i s t e r .  
The c e i l i n g s  i n  t h e  f r o n t  s e c t i o n  a r e  14 f e e t  h igh ,  t he  l a r g e  paned 
windows make t h e  company rooms l i g h t  and a i r y .  

Vnen the  Renick Williams'  family p r c h a s e d  t h e  farm i n  1969, 
t h e  house had been a l loved  t o  dec l ine .  The o ld  bachelor  q u a r t e r  
had d isappeared ,  and t h e  r e s t  of the house shoved the  s igns  of age 
un re l i eved  by weal th .  

The Williams a r e  being e s t r a c e l y  c a r e f u l  i n  t h e i r  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  
and a r e  proceeding a t  a  slow pace because of t he  h igh  cos t  of t he  
i n i t i a l  r e p a i r s .  
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(Chock One) 
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I J T r o n s p o r t a t l o n  

T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The p r e s e n t  "For t  P l e a s a n t "  i s  b u i l t  on t h e  s i t e  o f  I s a a c  Vanmeter ' s  
home and f o r t r e s s  which were c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  l o g s  around 1744. The f o r t  
was one i n  a  c h a i n  runn ing  n o r t h  and s o u t h  a l o n g  t h e  Allegheny f r o n t i e r .  
These were des igned  by George Vashington f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  s e t t l e r s  
d u r i n g  I n d i a n  u n r e s t  which reached a  l o c a l  c l imax  i n  t h e  y e a r s  1756-1758. 
From t h e  F o r t  P l e a s a n t  s a n c t u a r y  men went o u t  on m n y  occas ions  t o  a t t a c k  
and d i s p e r s e  t h r e a t e n i n g  I n d i a n s .  I s a a c  Vanmeter h i m s e l f  was k i l l e d  by 
I n d i a n s  w h i l e  he  was working i n  h i s  f i e l d s  i n  1757. 

During h i s  work a s  a  su rveyor  f o r  Lord F a i r f a x ,  George Washington 
c a l l e d  a t  Forc P l e a s a n t ,  and r e c o r d s  i n  h i s  j o u r n a l  t h a t  h e  v i s i t e d  w i t h  
"Xr. Vanmetr ise ."  Contac t s  between t h e  two were l e s s  t h a n  happy; Lord 
F a i r f a x  c la imed t h e  Vanmeter t r a c t  a s  a  p a r t  o f  h i s  South Branch Manor, 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  "Northern Neck" g r a n t  from C h a r l e s  11. Vanmeter 
c la imed t h a t  h i s  l a n d s  were n o t  inc luded  i n  t h e  F a i r f a x  g r a n t ;  r a t h e r ,  
t h a t  t h e y  were g r a n t e d  s e p a r a t e l y  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  Counci l  i n  1730. Re- 
s u l t i n g  l i t i g a t i o n  from t h e  d i s p u t e  went on f o r  many y e a r s ,  and f i n a l l y  
was s e t t l e d  a f t e r  t h e  Revolu t ionary  War by a c o u r t  d e c r e e  upholding t h e  
Vanmeter h e i r s  i n  t h e i r  c la im.  

I s a a c ' s  son ,  G a r r e t t ,  improved t h e  Vanmeter l a n d s  by a l l o w i n g  t h e  
removal o f  t h e  o l d  f o r t  and c a b i n ,  and r e p l a c e d  i t  by a  s t r o n g  b r i c k  
s t r u c t u r e ,  h a l f  below ground and h a l f  above , . and  designed f o r  d e f e n s e .  
T h i s  s t r o n g h o l d ,  p o r t i o n s  s t i l l  e x t a n t ,  i s  a n  awkward, c r u d e l y  f a s h i o n e d  
b u i l d i n g  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  F o r t  P l e a s a n t  by a  s e r i e s  o f  
e n c l o s e d  s t e p s .  The s t r o n g h o l d  was a  c e n t e r  o f  a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  
b loody  " B a t t l e  of t h e  Trough," a n  engagement between I n d i a n s  and s e t t l e r s  
i n  1756. 

G a r r e t t  Vanmeter ' s  son ,  I s a a c ,  m a r r i e d  E l i z a b e t h  Inskeep ,  daughte r  
o f  a  p i o n e e r  fami ly  i n  t h e  South Branch o f  t h e  Potomac V a l l e y .  Together  
t h e y  planned and b u i l t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  home, "For t  P l e a s a n t , "  on t h e  s i t e  
of t h e  o l d  f o r t  which b o r e  t h a t  name. T h e i r  r e s i d e n c e  w a s  soon recognized  
a s  one o f  t h e  " g r e a t  houses" i n  t h e  South Branch V a l l e y .  It was one o f  
t h e  e a r l i e s t  t o  use  massive  columns a t  i t s  e n t r a n c e .  

F o r t  P l e a s a n t  i s  s i t u a t e d  j u s t  above "The Trough," a  n a t u r a l  gateway 
t o  t h e  South Branch Val ley .  The f i r s t  highway t o  t h e  upper v a l l e y  passed 
nearby ,  and t o  it came s o l d i e r s ,  s u r v e y o r s ,  h u n t e r s  and t r a p p e r s ,  I n d i a n  
t r a d e r s ,  and such men of a f f a i r s  a s  C h r i s t o p h e r  G i s t .  I t  was a  c e n t e r  o f  
a c t i v i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  Revolu t ion ,  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  o f  westward expans ion ,  
and through t h e  C i v i l  War and l a t e r  c o n f l i c t s  i n  which t h e  n a t i o n  h a s  been 
engaged. The purpose o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  owners i s  t o  p r e s e r v e  and r e s t o r e  it 
w i t h - u t m o s t  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  r e s i d e n c e  s t r h c t u r e .  
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