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'he f o r t  always s t o o d  i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n .  It c o n s i s t e d  of a  basement,  
, f i r s t  f l o o r  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two s e c t i o n s  by a  huge f i r e p l a c e ,  open only a t  
.he r e a r ,  which a l lowed  passageways on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  and a  second s t o r y  which 
o n s i s t e d  o f  one l a r g e  room. 

CONDITION 

he b u i l d i n g  was c o n v e r t e d  t o  a  p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g  a f t e r  t h e  French and I n d i a n  
a r ,  o f t e n  changing hands s k c e  t h a t  t ime.  It now s t a n d s  i n  a  row of houses ,  
lut a c r o s s  t h e  r o a d  t h e  only  b u i l d i n g  is a  schoolhouse.  

c c o r d i n g  t o  Mrs. Floyd Wagoner, who h a s  l i v e d  n e x t  door s i n c e  1936, t h e  f o r t  
las i n  a  d i l a p i d a t e d  c o n d i t i o n  before  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  1938-39. R e s t o r a t i o n  
o n s i s t e d  o f  roof  r e p a i r  and replacement o f  a  few decaying l o g s .  

~ E S C R I B E  T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  f i l  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

r i g i n a l l y  F o r t  Ashby was surrounded by a  s t o c k a d e .  Archeo log ica l  work no 
loubt c o u l d  conf i rm t h i s ,  s i n c e  a t  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  f o r t  t h e r e  is on ly  a  
;raden and behind t h a t  a  f i e l d  s t r e t c h i n g  back t o  a  s t r e a m ,  beyond which 
h e r e  i s  a  l o g  s t r u c t u r e  and remnants of an o l d  m i l l .  

(Check One) 

0 Excel lent  a Good 3 Fair  Deteriorated 0 Ruins c Unexpcied 

.Is0 i n t e r v i e w e d  was M r .  Edge11 P y l e s ,  born i n  t h e  f o r t  i n  1923, h i s  f ami ly  

. av ing  purchased  t h e  home Xarch 14 ,  1919, from Samuel and Martha Oglesbee. 

. e  remembers t h e  f o r t  a s  it i s  now excep t  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r i o r  was d i v i d e d  i n t o  
e v e r a l  rooms i n c l u d i n g  two in what is now t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house.  

(Check One) 

Altered Unaltered 

'. C. S a n d e r s ,  w r i t i n g  i n  1940, g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r t :  
The o l d  f o r t  is of t h e  blockhouse t y p e ,  t h i r t y  by t h i r t y - s i x  f e e t .  
The p r o j e c t i n g  second s t o r y  has  long  s i n c e  decayed. The founda- 
t i o n s  a r e  bf s t o n e  and  . t h e  o u t e r  w a l l s  a r e  o f  hewn l o g s  chocked 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ' @ or ig inal  site 

w i t h  l ime  and c l a y  mortar .  The " i n s i d e  c e n t e r "  chimney, which 
i s  s i x t e e n  and one-half  f e e t  wide,  is  s a i d  t o  have been used a s  
a p r o t e c t i n g  b a r r i c a d e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f o r  h e a t i n g  purposes .  The 
l o g s  u s e d  i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  vary i n  t h i c k n e s s  from e i g h t  t o  n ine  
i n c h e s ,  and i n  w i d t h  from twelve  t o  twenty i n c h e s .  The s i l l  
l o g s  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  a r e  con t inuous  - t i m b e r s ,  t h i r t y - s i x  f e e t  
long .  The c o r n e r s  a r e  over lapped logs  j o i n e d  by i n t e r l o c k i n g  
d o v e t a i l  j o i n t s .  The workmanship i n  t h e  j o i n e r y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  
t h e  h i g h e s t  t y p e  of a r t i s a n s  were employed i n  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  t h e  b u i l d e r s  were  rude  V i r g i n i a  f r o n t i e r s m e n .  

On c l o s e r  examina t ion ,  one may observe  t h a t  t h e  l o g s  a r e  p i t t e d  
w i t h  c a v i t i e s  which appear  t o  be b u l l e t  h o l e s  and a;row impacts.  
A s  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n s  a r e  c l e a r l y  from dry r o t  and  b o r e r  h o l e s ,  t h e  
c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  t h i s  assumption seems a l l  t h e  more e v i d e n t .  A 
l a r g e  t i m b e r  beam ex tends  down t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  f o r t  and a c t s  
a s  a summer beam f o r  t h e  second s t o r y  j o i s t s .  These r e s t  d i -  
r e c t l y  on t h i s  beam i n s t e a d  of being t enoned  i n t o  it. This  is 
t y p i c a l  o f  e a r l y  p i o n e e r  f raming.  

The o u t s i d e  doors  a r e  hung from wrought- i ron s t r a p  h i n g e s ,  and 
t h e  f u l l  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  door i s  r e i n f o r c e d  w i t h  handmade, orna- 
menta l  n a i l s  axds drops n a i l e d  t o  t h e  jambs. The i n s i d e  doors 
a r e  hung by -8- and -L- handmade, wrought - i ron  h i n g e s ,  t y p i c a l  
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of t h e  a g e  i n  which t h e  f o r t  was b u i l t .  Wrought-iron l a t c h e s  and 
k e e p e r s  s e r v e  t h e  doors  a s  l o c k s .  

D A T E  

Note: Sanders  assumes second s t o r y  was an overhang,  l i k e  a  b lockhouse .  M r .  
G r i m m ,  r e b u i l d e r  o f  F t .  L i g o n i e r ,  a f t e r  examining photographs  o f  F t .  Ashby 
s e e s  no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  appearance  of  t h e  f o r t  a s  t h e  
o r i g i n a l .  The p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l o g s  would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
househo lde rs  p r i o r  t o  1904 ( d a t e  of s k e t c h )  would have had no reason based on 
decay f o r  changing t h e  upper p a r t  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

I 
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8TATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  - 

F o r t  Ashby i s  a  monument t o - t h e  d e f e n s i v e  s t r a t e g y  o f  Governor Dinwiddie  o f  
V i r g i n i a ,  s o b e r e d  by t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  French and I n d i a n  a t t a c k s  f o l l o w i n g  
Braddock's  Defeat  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Monongahela i n  1755. 

- 1  1 . .  
Dinwiddie gave g e n e r a l  c r d e r s  f o r  a s c o r e  o f  f o r t s  from t h e  upper Potomac 
v a l l e y s  t o  t h e  H o l s t o n  River  i n  Tennessee.  Because o f  i t s  ex t remely  ex- 
posed p o s i t i o n ,  P a t t e r s o n  Creek,  i n  what is  now M i n e r a l  C ~ u n t y ,  was one 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  s t r e a m s  t o  be f o r t i f i e d .  
- .  

I n  1755 F o r t  Ashby was e r e c t e d  nea r  t h e  e a s t  bank o f  P a t t e r s o n  Creek,  12 
miles up s t r e a m  from where it empt ies  i n t o  t h e  Potomac. F 3 r t  Ashby was 
named f o r  i t s  commander, C a p t a i n  John Ashby, s o n  o f  Thomas Ashby, f o r  whom 
Ashby's Bent i n  t h e  Blue Ridge Mountains was named. George Washington was 
a g u e s t  o f  C a p t a i n  Ashby on t h e  Shenandoah w h i l e  s u r v e y i n g  on March 1 2 ,  
1748. It is  presumed t h i s  i s  t h e  same Cap ta in  Ashby who gu ided  Washington 
f o r  some d i s t a n c e  d u r i n g  h i s  1784 v i s i t  t o  'Western V i r g i n i a  and who was 
l a t e r  a  g u e s t  a t  Mount Vernon. 

8 ,  - 
, , 

I ' 11: 1 

Cap ta in  Ashby ' s company a s s i s t e d  L i e u t e n a n t  R i c h a r d  Bacon i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
o f  two s t r o n g  90- foo t  s q u a r e  f o r t s ,  one of  which was P a r k e r ' s ,  t e n  m i l e s  
from F t .  Ashby, on t h e  South  Branch of  t h e  Potomac. It i s  presumed from 
Washington's  l e t t e r s  t h a t  F o r t  Ashby, l i k e  t h e s e  f o r t s ,  was s tockaded ,  
and t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c t u r e  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  b a r r a c k s  f o r  t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  who 
a t  t imes  numbered up t o  s e v e n t y .  

. - .  . 

There a r e  a l m o s t  twenty  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  F o r t  Ashby o r  i t s  g a r r i s o n  i n  Wash- 
i n g t o n ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  but  he  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  P a t t e r s o n  Creek s t o c k a d e s  a s  
a backup t o  t h e  more h e a v i l y  f o r t i f i e d  s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  South  Branch. 
F o r t  Ashby was t o  p r o v i d e  c o v e r  f o r  t h e  Rangers  "and r e c e p t a c l e  now and the r  
f o r  p r o v i s  i o n s .  " 

Washington's o r d e r s  t o  C a p t a i n  Ashby were s t e r n .  I n  1755,  i f  compel led  t o  
r e t r e a t ,  he was t o  go "no f u r t h e r  than Joseph Edwards on Cacapehon." When 
bshby r e p o r t e d  f o u r  hundred I n d i a n s  h a d  s u r r o u n d e d  h i s  f o r t  on A p r i l  1 5 ,  
1756, demanding i t s  s u r r e n d e r ,  Washington commanded him t o  defend a t  a l l  
c o s t s ,  and i f  he r e t i r e d ,  t o  blow up t h e  f o r t .  

Dese r t ion  from F o r t  Ashby was f r e q u e n t ,  and a t  o n e  j u n c t u r e  Washington 
3 rde red  Ashby t o  s e n d  away h i s  w i f e ,  " the  c h i e f  o f  eve ry  mutiny," t o  regu-  
l a r i z e  h i s  h a n d l i n g  o f  rum, and t o  forward a  monthly a c c o u n t i n g  o f  h i s  b i l l :  

con 'd .  
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8 .  S i g n i f i c a n c e  - c o n t i n u e d .  

Family t r a d i t i o n  r e l a t e s  John Ashby 's  c l o s e  e s c a p e  from a  v e n g e f u l ,  l ong- l egged  
I n d i a n  known l o c a l l y  a s  "The Crane."  S u r p r i s e d  on t h e  h i l l ,  Ashby o u t r a c e d  
him t o  t h e  f o r t .  

I n  August  o f  1756 ,  L i e u t e n a n t  R o b e r t  R u t h e r f o r d ,  w i t h  a  company o f  R a n g e r s ,  
whom h e  had  o r g a n i z e d ,  was d e f e a t e d  h e r e  by t h e  I n d i a n s ,  i n  a  b a t t l e  r e f l e c t e d  
by b u l l e t s  l a t e r  dug o u t  o f  t h e  b a r r a c k s  w a l l s .  R u t h e r f o r d ,  a  n a t i v e  o f  S c o t -  
l a n d ,  l a t e r  s e r v e d  i n  bo th  houses  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  f i n a l l y  
(1793-1799) t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Congres s .  He p l a y e d  a  p rominen t  r o l e  i n  t h e  
V i r g i n i a  gove rnmen t ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b o t h  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n .  H e  
was l i v i n g  i n  J e f f e r s o n  County ,  V i r g i n i a ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1805.* 

O t h e r  p rominen t  l e a d e r s  o f  e v e n t s  i n  o r  a round  F o r t  Ashby i n c l u d e  C a p t a i n  
C h a r l e s  Lewis ,  C o l o n e l  Henry P e y t o n ,  L i e u t e n a n t  Newgent, and  C a p t a i n  W i l l i a m  
Cocke.  C a p t a i n  Lewis was k i l l e d  i n  Dunmore's War. I n  1794 G e n e r a l  D a n i e l  
Morgan camped h e r e  on h l s  way t o  s u p p r e s s  t h e  Whiskey R e b e l l i o n .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  
f i v e  hundred  t r o o p s  were  h e l d  i n  r e s e r v e  a t  F o r t  Ashby. 

F o r  many y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  I n d i a n  t h r e a t  h a d  c e a s e d ,  t h e  f o r t  was u s e d  a s  a  home. 
To p r e v e n t  t h e  f o r t ' s  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  it was p u r c h a s e d  i n  1927 by t h e  Potomac 
V a l l e y  C h a p t e r ,  D a u g h t e r s  of  t h e  American R e v o l u t i o n .  The  f o r t  was deeded  t o  
t h e  M i n e r a l  County C o u r t  t o  make it e l i g i b l e  f o r  r e s t o r a t  i o n  u n d e r  t h e  WPA i n  
1938 .  It was s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  owner sh ip  o f  t h e  D.A. R. a n d  i s  now 
open' t o  t h e  p u b l i c  d u r i n g  t h e  summer months.  It h a s  been  f u r n i s h e d  a p p r o p r i -  
a t e l y .  

The community i n  which  t h e  f o r t  s t a n d s  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  a s  F r a n k f o r t  k c e m b e r  
5 ,  1787 ,  w i t h  a  p o s t  o f f i c e  l a t e r  named Alaska .  The  name was changed  t o  F o r t  
Ashby i n  1932.  

* T h i s  i s  d o u b t l e s s  t h e  R o b e r t  R u t h e r f o r d  who a c q u i r e d  2 , 5 0 0  a c r e s  on t h e  
L i t t l e  Kanawha R i v e r  which  George Washignton t h o u g h t  t h a t  C a p t a i n  W i l l -  
iam Crawford  had  p romised  t o  him r a t h e r  t h a n  R u t h e r f o r d .  C. R. R e c t o r  
s t a t e s  t h a t  "To t h i s  day a  l i n e  r u n n i n g  away f rom t h e  r i v e r  a t  Kanawha 
Bend i s  c a l l e d  ' t h e  o l d  R u t h e r f o r d  l i n e . ' "  
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0. GEOGRAPHtCAL DATA 

1 L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N b I T U D E  C O O R D I N A T E S  L A T I T U D E  A N D  L O N G 1  T U D E  C O O R D l N b  T E S  

( D E F l N l N G  A  R E C T A N G L E  L . O C A T I N G  T H E  P R O P E R T Y  ] 0 

L A T I T U D E  L O N G I T U D E  
R 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 0 

N E 0 0 

S E 0 0 

D E F I N I N G  T H E  C E N T E R  P O I N T  O F  A P R O P E R T Y  
O F  L E S S  T H A N  T E N  A C R E S  

L A T I T U D E  1 L O N G I T U D E  

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

39 O 30  ' 19.02' 7 8  O 45 ' 5 6 . 6 9 "  

I SW I 0 - I 0 = I  I I 
1 A P P R O X I M A T E  A C R E A G E  O F  N O M I N A T E D  P R O P E R T Y :  0 . 4 1  a c r e s  

S T A T E :  C O D E  C O U N T Y  C O D E  

I  I  I 

S T A T E :  I C O D E  I C O U N T Y :  / C O D E  

7 

S T A T E :  C O D E  C O U N T Y .  C O D E  

C l i f f o r d  M.  L e w i s ,  S.  J. 
O R G A N 1  Z A T I O N  D A T E  

i n  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  W .  Va. A n t i q u i t i e s  Commission t .  1 9 ;  1970 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M B E R :  

Wheel ing  C o l l e g e  
C I T Y  O R  TOWN:  

I Wheel ing  
2. STATE LlAfSON OFFtCER CERTtFfCA I ION 

As the  des igna ted  S ta te  L i a i s o n  Off icer  for t h e  Na-  

t i o n a i  Historic Preserva t ion  Act  of 1966 ( P u b l i c  Law 

8 9 6 6 5 ) ,  I hereby nominate t h i s  property for inclusion 

i n  t h e  National  Regis te r  and  cerl lfy that  i t  h a s  b e e n  

eva lua ted  according to the  cri ter ia  and procedures  s e t  

forth by the National  P a r k  Serv ice .  T h e  recommended 

l e v e l  of s ign i f icance  of th i s  nornlnatlon i s :  

Nat iona l  C State & L o c a l  

I 
Name 

I D a l l a s  B .  ~ h a f f d i  

T i t l e  S t a t e  L i a i s o n  O f f i c e r  

Oc tobe r  9 ,  1970 

r A T E  C O D E  

West V i r g i n i a  5 4 
NATIONAL REGISTER V E R t F l C A f  ION 

I hereby cert ify that th i s  property is included in  the  

National  Register .  

Chief ,  Office of Archeology and His tor ic  Preserva t ion  

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of T h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  

L a t e  



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

/ Sou th  S t r e e t  
C I T Y  O R  TOWN: I 

C O U N T Y  

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries -'attach to or enclose with map) 

M i n e r a l  Coun ty ,  West V i r g i n i a  
S C A L E :  1"=1oOv 
D A T E :  Dee,  1958 

[4. REQUIREMENTS 
T O  BE I N C L U D E D  O N  A L L  M A P S  

1. P roper ty  b r o u n d a r ~ e s  where  required.  

2. Nor th  arrow.  

3. L a t i t u d e  and longi tude re fe rence .  

11, NAME - 
COMMON: F o r t  Ashby 
A N D / O R  H I S T O R I C  

b- LOCATKIN / 

S T R E E T  A N D  N U M  BER:  

I 

M i n e r a l  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

- F o r t  Ashbv 

E N T R Y  N U M B E R  

S T A T E .  

West V i r g i n i a  

D A T E  

057 
3. HAP REFERENCE 

SOURCE: O f f i c e  o f  A s s e s s o r  

C O D E  

5 4 
C O U N T Y .  

Mine r a  1 
C O D E  



- " F o r r n ~ ~ - m  UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O F  THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  O F  H I S T O R I C  P L A C E S  

P R O P E R T ;  MAP FORM 

!Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

NAME 

COMMON F o r t  Ashby - 
A N D / O R  H I S T O R I C  

12- LOCATION 
S T R E E T  A N D  N U M  B E R  

South S t r e e t  
-- 

C I T Y  O R  TOWN: 

F o r t  Ashby 
S T A T E  C O D E  C O U N T Y  

West V i r g i n i a  54 Minera l  
f3. MAP REFERENCE 

S O U R C E .  
U. S .  Geo log ica l  Survey 
Cresaptown Ouadrangle 

S C A L E  1 :24000 - 
D A T E  1949 

b. REQUIR EMENTS 
TO B E  I N C L U D E D  O N  A L L  MAPS 

1. P roper ty  broundar ies where  required. 

2. N o r t h  arrow.  

2.  L a t i t u d e  and longi tude re fe rence .  


