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 NAME 
HISTORIC 

6. - FLETCiBR C O V E E D  BFU& 
7 

AND/OR C O V M O N  - . ,  . . - 

. . 
s n w e  Secondary Route 5/29.. at the junction of Secondary m u t e  5, 'N .w. of. ' 

. . . .  . - 
&!en across the  right fork of Ten Mile Creek " -NOT FOR PUBUCATION . 

' CITY, TOWN '. . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . . CONGRESSIONALDISTRICT 

1 : ' . . < . .  . A  VlClNiTY OF Flaken 
STATE . - . .  CODE . - CODE. COUNTY - 

West  Virginia 
L-U- r - . 54 Harrison ' 033 

- ~ C L A S S I F I C A ~ O N  . . 

CATEGORY OWNERSHiP 

-DISTRICT KPUBLIC 
-BUILDINGIS) -PRIVATE 

XSTRUCTURE -BOTH 

-SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
-OBJECT -1N PROCESS 

-BEING CONSIOEaED 

S T A T U S  
~ o c c u p ~ ~ d i n  service 
-UNOCCUPIED 

-WORK I N  PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
-YES RESTRICTED 

X Y E S  UNRESTRICTED 

-NO 

PRESENT USE 
A G R I C U L T U R E  A I U S E U M  

-COM&RCIAL -PAR.Y 

-EDUCATION4L -PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

,ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

-GOVERNMSNT -SCIENTIFIC 

-INDUSTRIAL X-TRANSPORTATION 

-MILITA~Y ,GTHEA 

a OWNER OF PROPERTY 
P I  A ?.1 E 

S?sst Virg in ia  Ceparhsnt  of H i g h w ~ y s  --- 
STREET .% NUMBER 

I900 Washington St ree t ,  East - 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Charleston - VICINITY OF West Virginia 25305 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Cl r o  West V i r g i n i a  

~ R E P X E S E N T A T I O N  IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

Xone 
DATE 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

LEXCELLENT ,DETERIORATED ZUNALTEREO - XORIGINAL SITE 

-GOOD ,RUINS A L T E R E D  I ,MOVED D A L .  

-FAIR ,UNEXPOSED 
\ 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Fletcher  Bridge is  12.4 f e e t  wide 2nd 58.4 f e e t  long. It has r e d  board- 
and-batten s id ing  and an asphal t  conposition roof covering and pro tec t ing  a pair of 
k i r . 9 0 s t  t russes .  The multiple kingpost t r u s s  was the  most popular type used f o r  
covered bridges. Thase t russes  havs s i x  panals, each approxinately 9.6 feet in leng+A 
and 11.6 f e e t  high- The ends of the diagonals ( typ ica l ly  6 x 8 inches) are f lu sh  
aga ins t  the top and-bottom chords, which consis t  of Po-6 x 4% inch and two-6 x 10 
inch timbers, and fit p a r t i a l l y  i n t o  small notches -made i n  the' 7 x 8 inch v e r t i c a l s .  
The cross s ec t iona l  dimensions of the  diagonals a t  the end panels ,  and the  center- 
pos t s  are 8 x 8 inches and 8 x 931 inches respectively, A s e r i e s  of 2 x 9 inch 
transverse f l o o r  beans, which r e s t  on the  bottom chords spaced on 20 inch cen te rs ,  

. along the length of the bridge, support the  timber deck. Xoteworthy a r e  the joggle 
splice pieces  which join  the components of the lower chord, and t he  super ior  masonry 
work of the abutments. 

The bridge continues t o  function without the aid of any modern reinforcement. 



PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
p i l i H I S T O R l C  4RCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC -CO+MMUNITY PLANNING -LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTUFIE -RELIGION 

,1400- 1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC -CONSERVATION -LAW -SCIENCE 
,1500-1593 A G R I C U L T U R E  -ECONOMICS -LITERATURE -SCULPTURE 
-1 600-  1699  --ARCHITECTURE -EDUCATION -MILITARY -SOCIA WHUMAN)TARlAN 
-1 700-  1 799 A R T  XENGINEERING -MUSIC -THEATER 
X 1 8 0 0 -  I 8 9 9  -COblM ERCE -EXPLORATlON/SETTLEhlENT -PHILOSOPHY  TRANSPORTATION 
,1900- - C 0 8 M ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  J N D U S T R Y  ,POLITICS/GOVERNMENT -OTHER ISPECIFY] 

J N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1891 BUILDEWA3CHITECT Solormn Swiger & L.E. S t m  

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . 

On March 10, 1890 the  Harrison County Court, a f t e r  considering the  p e t i t i o n  of 
John C. Rogers, ordered t h a t  W i l l i a m  N. Edqs11, E l ias  Swiger, and R. M.  Rogers be 
.zspoiqted viewers t o  loca te  a s i t e  f o r  a bridge over the r i g h t  hand fork of Ten Mile 
Cresk, near  the residence of John S. Rogers. m e  viewers werz t o  report  Sack +a cour t  
concerning the  s i z e  of abutments, heiqht of f i l l s ,  span length,  and the  probable cos t  
( 1 ) .  J. T. W i l l i a m s  was appointed by the  court  on July 1, 1891 a s  a spec i a l  co&ssioner 
t o  adver t i se  and receive b ids  f o r  the  construction of the brizge.  On August 21, 1891, 
Soloman Swiger was awarded t h e  contract  f o r  building the s u ~ e r s t r u c t u r e  f o r  $7.25 p e r  
l i x e a l  L"oot, and L, E. Sturn received the  contract  f o r  the  construction of the abut ren ts  

I 
f o r  $4.45 p e r  cubic yard. To ensure the f a i t h f u l  performance of t h & i r  work, Sturm 
entered i n t o  bond with the  court  on Septenber 16, 1891 f o r  $1500.00 and on September 
18, 1891, Swiger entered i n t o  bond f o r  $600.00- Genius Payne, who was appointed by 
the court  t o  superintend the  building of t l e  bridge, declined t h e  appointinent on 
September 27, 1891 and was succeeded by M, J. Flillizms. After  W. J. W i l l i a m s ,  on 
November 27, 1891, reported t o  the  court LFlat the nasonry had been completed according 
t o  cont rac t ,  it was ordered t h a t  L, E.  Sturm be paid $937.46. The same day W i l l i a m s  
also r s so r t ed  t h a t  the  s q e r s t r u c t u r l  w a s  nearin5 co~ ,~ l e "Lon ,  a d  the  cour t  ordered 
t h a t  Soloman Swiger be given advance of $100.03. O n  Wcenbtr 14, 1891, W i l l i a m  
submitted h i s  f i n a l  report .  A county claims l i s t ,  dated December 23, 1891, shows 
that a t o t a l  of $435.00 was pa id  t o  Soloman Swiger, $18.00 of which was t o  be  given t o  
D. D. Fbbizson, a d  $30-00 was t o  be given t o  the  Garret t  brothers.  The 
t h e  br idge was $1372.46 ( 2 )  , 

The Fletcher  Bridge i s  one of three  covered bridges remaining i n  
Courty and s tands ou t  a s  one of the  few covered bridges i n  West Virginia 
been s ign i f i can t ly  a l t e r e d  from i t s  o r ig ina l  condition. 

t o t a l  cos t  of 

Harrison 
t h a t  has  no t  
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERM ~ o t  applicable 

UTM REFERENCES Quad. name Wolf S U - t  Quad. sca le  1: 24000 
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LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FQR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDAAIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

1 

STATE COD? COUNTY COOE 

E.  L. Ken=,, Professor  of History of  Science and Tech-iology and of  Civ i l  Engineering 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

F l r p s t  Vi roi;lia Univsrs i ty  
STREET& NU%13ER' . TELEPHONE .. 

-Gin i7~0Sur;l H a l l ,  TO- C m p s  (304) 293-3867 
CITY Oil TGWN . . STATE 

:.4-t-orq-I , , West Virginia  26506 
* 

 STATE: HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTl WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL - . .STATE- LOCAL- . 

As the cksignated State Historic Preservation OH~cer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion i n  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures sat forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 

TITLE DATE 

FOit NPS U S E  OKt' t  
t FIEREBY CERTiM THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED I N  THE FJATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

Dl  RECTO R. 9CFiCE OF: ARCHEOLOGY AFJ D HISTOSIC PRESERVATIOX 
DATE 

KEEPE3 GF T t ! E  XATIONAL REGISTEB 
b 



7. FLETCHER COVERED BRIDGE 



7. FLETCHER COVERED BRIDGE 












