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1. Name 
"s~o'~c Fel.ik G I l n n r f n u p r f  ix r 

I - 
and'or common 

2. Location 

street & number Centre and 14t h Streets - not for putzlication 

city, town Hans ford N,& vicinity of 
I 

state WestVirginia code 54 county Kanawha 
m 

code 039 
Classl f lcatian 
Category Ownership Status Preseat U s e  
- district - public - occupied - sgr£cdfure - museum 

bui!ding(s) 2 private Y unoccupied - unmmrciai - park 
\ s t r u c t u r e  b o t h  - work in progress - edueatlonat - private residence - site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object w i n  process _Y yes: restricted - gwemment - scientific 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial -transportation 
- no -- L orher:vacant 

4. Owner of Property 
name Good Shepherd Church 

street a number Centre and 13th Street 

city, town Hansford - vicinity of state West Uirgini a 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kan& Cowv C C ~ I I G P  

street 6 number Court and Virqf nia Streets 
- 

city, town Charleston 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title Pratt Area Mu1 t i ple Resource Di stri ct has this p r o m y  been etkgibk? - yes _1C no 

I 3 urvey 
j .  T 

aate u ~ C  9, 1283 - We& -state - county - toea1 -- 
depository for survey records ~j 

city, town Char 1 es ton State West Virpi~ia - 



- -- 

Condi t ton Check o w  

rura l  ambi ance. 

The central  hal l  of  the  Felix 6. Hansford House i s  flanked by one room deep 
rooms on both the upper and lower floors. The s t a i r  is narrow yet graceful, with 
turned balusters and r a i l .  A low hori-zontally paneled wainscoat qcurts thg f i r s t  
f loo r  rooms- and' halAway.7 . Ttie:ilo~ys- 'are or i  gihd and s t 1  11' feature an i ron  drop 
bar secur i ty  fdevfce; BoW%.door4 r e t a i n  t h e i r  Engli sh-made box locks, marked with 
t he  British coatAof-armir'!~Rtithe'.'kast s ide  of t he  house is a small frame building 
used as  an office-;- . -. :- ._ . .  . . 4 ,. 

, . .- -. 
\ ; . --.' 

While there has been some deter iorat ion i n  recent years, the h i s to r i c  
Fel ix  G .  +tansford House i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  area  preservatidnisfs as a' candidate f o r  
res torat ion.  
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'8. Significance-? 

period Areas of Signifitance-Check and justify below - prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape architectunr,, eetybm 
) - 1400-1 499 - archeology-historic - conservation - law -8deme4 - 1500-1599 - agriculture - economics - literature -=@- 
- 1600-1699 1 architecture - education - military -aacW - - 1 700-1 799 - art - engineering - music iktm8niMm 
11_ 1800-1 899 - commerce -& explorationlsettlement - philosophy ? h e a m  - 190G- - communications - industry .politics/govetnment - t r a ~ d p o a  

- invention , , . .  ~ ~ m = W k  
'. local Mstcw~ 

specific dates 1874 BuilderlArchitect ~ ~ l f ~  G 
- . - -  

Statement of Significance (in oncr paragraph) #. -  . . I  . a , . .  I 
9 :. 

The Fe l i x  G. Hansford House, located i n  the small community o f  Hartsftwd amss 
Paint Creek from the Pra t t  H i s to r i c  D i s t r i c t  i n  Kanawha County, btlest Virginia, f s  
s ign i f i can t  as one o f  the oldest extant houses i n  the Kanawha Val ey and o m  o f  the 
few su rv i v i  ng examples of Federal-style archi tecture i n  the area.I It 5s aka 
s ign i f i can t  as the home o f  one o f  the Kanawha Val ley's most prom1 nent early fanr%'lier. 2 

6 

ExpJ anatory Notes 

1 Constructed i n  1824, the Fe l i x  G. Hansford House i s  one o f  on ly  a k a  a &arm% 
houses i n  the Kanawha Val l e y  tha t  survive . from the period before the C i v i T  May, 
O f  these, t h i s  house i s  one o f  the very oldest and one o f  the f& that s m i u e  
from t h e i r  o r i g ina l  s tate nearly in tac t .  It i s  also one o f  on ly  a few sur- 
v i v ing  houses i n  the Kanawha Valley tha t  displays the Federal per iod i n  
architecture. 

2. This h i s t o r i c  house was constructed by and f o r  Fe l i x  G. Hansford, a pmfrment 
. member of one o f  the ea r l y  leading fami.lies. i n  the. settlement perf& aB the 

Kanawha Val1 ey. Major John Hans ford (1 765-1850), father o f  F e l i x  Hansfwd, 
was one o f  the ea r l y  Kanawha Val leyts  largest. land owners, and represeated the 
county i n  the V i rg in ia  Assembly from 1811 t o  1818, as we l l  as k i n g  a magistrate 
and m i  1 i ti a commander. Fe l i x  G i lber t  Hansford (1795-1867) was equal ly as 
prominent as h is  father, operating a large farm w i th  the help o f  amrurd thii-ty 
Black slaves. He canstructed h i s  two story home on the James. and -KanawRa Mver 
Turnpike i n  the same year tha t  the turnpi  ke was completed through the Yat'fey, 
and he was interested i n  t ransportat ion a11 h i s  l i f e .  He served as president 
o f  the Giles, Fayette, and Kanawha Turnpike Company, beginning with f t s  f ~ a r -  
porat ion i n  1843. The prominence of Fe l i x  Hansford i s  evidenced f3y same ol-f the 
ind iv iduals  who are known t o  have been v i s i t o r s  i n  h i s  home, inc lud ing BPkrt 
Gal la t in ,  Chief Just ice John Marshall, and Co l l i s  P. Huntington. The awnowity 
of Hansford i s  named f o r  him and h i s  family. 

Members o f  the ~ a n s f o r d  fami ly continued t o  reside i n  the house untft the 
death, i n  1982, o f  Eleanor Bailee Brannen, great grandaughter o f  FePtx G. Hamford, 
Her w i l l  l e f t  the property t o  the Good Shepherd Church, o f  which she w a s  a Tffe- 
long member. 



Earle, Rosa1 ie ,  "Since 1824," C&arleston Gazette-Ma1 1 ,  Charleston W, January 14, 1979. 

Laidley, W. S . ,  hlistory o f  Charleston and Kanawha County,: Hest Virginia, and Repre- 
;entative Ci t f  t e n s ,  Richmond Arnold Publishing Co., Chicago, I l l . ,  1911: 

i 

10. Geographical Data - < . .., 

Acreage of nominated propem 
Quadrangle name -?re, wv Quadrangle scale 
UTM References 

A .  ,. 

" W LdUhuQ.1 lLlL&&&QJ 
B W  I . l . l- . j . ' I  I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
s . ,  

c ~ J I I I I  I I ~ ~ ~ I ~ I ~ ~ J  O W  1 I I I ,-, 1 J ,  1 ,  ; , -  

Verbal boundary description and justification ~eginnin~ s o U ~ ~  carner;7 1 4 t h  st. and 
Cenee St., thence in a line 150 feet to the right-of-way of the etaesapake and Ohio R a i W  
line;. .,tfience in a Line 200 feet .de y e s t  along said r3ght-oflr~ay; thezge ih -a 2ine UO feet 

+re S e t :  t 
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N / A  code county c o d e .  

state 

I 1. Form Prepared By 

name;title . ~ndne;y 5 blljn++ 

Historic Preservation Unit  
organization wv D P o t  of Culure amHistorv date 17, 1983 - 

Cultural Center ." 
. " 

street & number Cap1 to1 Com~lex telephonq = (304)' 348-0240 : :. 

city or town Charleston state West V i  rsf ni a 
12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- natio~al -- state 1 local 

' I hereby certify that this property k included in the National RegAtw. .. - i - .. --  - , : 4 - * i .  ' . -- . . ' - ' 
" 4 $7  .. 

date ~ I 
Keeper of the N & i  R e g i t  

- - - 

Chief of Registration 
G P O  094-760 



National Park Sewice . 

Mars hall, Paul D. & Associates Inc. , Pratt Area Multiple Resource Mstr ic t  Survey* 
June 9, 1983, Historic Preservation Unit, MY Department o f  Cultlare aa-~istory. 

Pratt ' s  Bi centenni a1 Book, Norton, Opal, and Nugent, Patty, &., Old Town Hal l  
Association, Pratt, WV, Apri 1, 1976. 

West Virginia Historical M a a m ,  W. S. Laidley, ed. ,  Tribune Company Printers* 
Charleston, WV, Vo1. 5,  No. 1 ,  January, 1905. 

Woods, Ruth Dayton, Pioneers and Thei r Homes on Upper kmanawha, Vest Wrgf nia 
f 

Publishing Co., Charleston, WV,  1947. 
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