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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

EORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE . 
"Elmhurst," s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  town of Caldwell, ,Greenbrier County, West Virginia,  

i s  an imposing b r ick  house which was constructed i n  1824 on t h e  banks- of the  Greenbrier 
River near where a t o l l  b r idge  replaced a f e r r y  cross ing i n  1821. Its locat ion was no 
accident ,  and it served f o r  many years  a s  a tavern and inn  along t h e  James River and 
Kanawha Turnpike. 

B u i l t  on a low foundation, t h e  two-story s t r u c t u r e  i s  wel l  proportioned. The main 
s e c t i o n  i s  approximately f i f t y  f e e t  wide and f o r t y  f e e t  deep, and an e l l  (about 50' x 25 ' )  
extends along the  e a s t  s i d e ,  S t r u c t u r a l  design i s  l a rge ly  symmetrical, as  may be seen 
i n  window and door placement. The bu i lde r  apparently planned w e l l  i n  providing severa l  
openings f o r  each room, and doors allow easy access t o  the  nor th  ( f ron t )  and e a s t  eleva- 
t i o n s  of t h e  main house. Windows, except i n  t h e  smaller ,  southern p a r t  of the  e l l ,  a r e  
now 9/9, double-hung sash, s i m i l a r  t o  the  small-paned o r i g i n a l s ,  but  these  have recen t ly  

---- - replaced 2 /2  sash which had been used--sin~-e-_the l a t t e r  p a r t  of . t h e  nineteenth-or- early-. . -- - 
par t  of t h e  twentieth century. Also, s h u t t e r s  were once placed a t  the-_winduwsin t h e  

= main s e c t i o n  but-have s i n c e  been removed. Chimney .placement i s  somewhat unusual,- f o r  - 
-.- =- --- --.= - -- t h e  e a s t  e levat ion has i t s  dual  chimneys on_ _the exteri0r.JJhil.e -OIL the-west=-side -they: a r e  - 

incorporated in,the wal l .  - -- -- - . - . - - - - - - . -. - - -- - - --- - --= - - - -  - ----.- --- -------- - - - - -. - - - - 
-a _ The e l l  i s  r e a l l y  of two u n i t s ,  thezno;?hern p a r t  bei-ng-the s ~ ~ h e i g h t  as. t h e  main 
-r . house, and t h e  southern s e c t i o n  (which was used as  k i t chen  and se rvan t s '  quar ters)  being 

somewhat lower. The former has t h r e e  openings on each f l o o r  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  (west) s ide ,  
two on each f l o o r  of t h e  e a s t  and a chimney placed i n  t h e  wal l  of t h e  gable. The smaller  
u n i t  has  two openings on both l e v e l s  of the  s i d e s  and a l a r g e  e x t e r i o r  chimney on t h e  
gable. The e l l  encloses an i n t e r i o r  porch which runs across t h e  r e a r  of the  main house 

-,&-and_-along the  west e l eva t ion  of t h e  extension. -- - - - - -. - - -  -- - .. - -- .- . - - -- - - - - - - - . - .- - - - - - - 
--- - 
L --- .- -  he entran-ie porch i s  now a two-story open por t i co  -supported b y  four  squarelc-olurnns - 

and capped by a%-ornamental stepped gable. Or iginal ly ,  th is -  was-a double por t i co  with 
= p - balustraded f i r s t  - -- and .- second f l o o r  porches. At .  one_-time, - - the - e a s t  - s i d e  had - - -. . .a_ssmall -. - - - por-  

t i c 0  over t h e  entrance on t h a t  s ide ,  b u t - t h i s  was enclosed-about- 1890 and-then:enlargeh 
i n  1972 t o  t h e  two-story frame arrangement of today. ---- 

-- 

In  addi t ion  t o  t h e  high,  dual  chimneys on t h e  main s e c t i o n ' s  gables,  one of t h e  
outstanding fea tu res  of t h e  e x t e r i o r  of "Elmhurstl' i s  t h e  ent rance  door. It i s  deeply 
s e t  i n t o  the  wall  and has reeded p i l a s t e r s  on each s i d e  of i t s  nea r ly  four-foot  width. 
What adds even g rea te r  emphasis a r e  the  arched over l ight  and t h e  s i d e l i g h t s ,  each d i s -  
playing d e l i c a t e  designs i n  ovals ,  c i r c l e s  and d i s t o r t e d  diamonds. 

The main sec t ion  of the  i n t e r i o r  follows a "double-pile" s t y l e  wi th  wide c e n t r a l  
h a l l  and two large  rooms opening on each s ide .  A f i n e l y  carved s t a i r w e l l  i s  located we l l  
t o  the  r e a r  of the h a l l .  The e l l  has  one room on each f l o o r  i n  t h e  nor thern  s e c t i o n  and 
one room downstairs and t h r e e  up i n  t h e  o ld  se rvan t s '  a rea .  The frame addi t ion  on t h e  
eas te rn  e leva t ion  has a sun porch on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a s leeping porch on t h e  second. 

Although some of t h e  l a r g e r  rooms have been p a r t i t i o n e d  t o  provide bathrooms and 
c l o s e t  space, the re  has  been l i t t l e  s t r u c t u r a l  change even on t h e  i n t e r i o r .  Mantels i n  
some of the  p r inc ipa l  rooms a r e  hand carved, and severa l  have reeded p i l a s t e r s  and sun- 
burs t  medallions over t h e  hear th .  Floors throughout t h e  house a r e  wide pine boards. 
The o r i g i n a l  ki tchen (now used f o r  s torage)  was on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  back p a r t  of 
t h e  e l l ,  and i t  had a massive arched f i r e p l a c e  with a dutch oven on each s ide .  This has  
been covered over i n  recent  years,  however. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Among t h e  many houses b u i l t  i n  western Vi rg in ia  a f t e r  the  James River and Kanawha 

Turnpike g r e a t l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t r a v e l  and s t imula ted  comerce  between e a s t  and west was 
"Elmhurst," a s t a t e l y  s t r u c t u r e  erec ted  near t h e  confluence of Howards Creek and t h e  
Greenbrier River. Size, s t y l e  and-detail  comb$ngd_-to-make - th i s  more than a good ' --= ;-s- =- - - -2 - - A  . .- ._-_ - +_-_- 

- - 
-- 

- - - a t  &i%h t o  -Fe.Zuand enjoy ' a iii+eea17~hiuilde^Zr^Zr;df Z Z d - e X i i l e n c e  i n  accommoda~ions 
and made journeys: a l i t t l e  more pleasant  for. those  who t raveled-  by h o r s e  o r  stagei--- -. 

,= =.-._ those  whs drove-~iv-e_s_t_~~k~e_as_t a n : ~ h ~ s ~ e ~ ~ ~ s h e d ~ ~ ~ e ~ h ~ c ~ u n ~ s i d e ; ~ ~ r x ~ d i ~ ~ ~ -  - --- - -- 
; t l G e ~ E a l s p r i n g r e s o ~  of - t h e  area.  . _ _ ,  _ _ . . ___ - _ 
A - --- -- - - 

.- - ~~crdase:i%%t t a%% f%% the-~s~ll~h-~-ate~~oad,;which-la t e r  - b ecame-+e -James-. River - - -- ----- .- --- 
. and Kanawha Turnpike, brought the-Teed f 0 ~ ~ ~ b x i d g e - ~ ~ c a r r y ~ 7 - ~ h e - t r ~ f £ ~ c - o ~ ~ f ~ ~ f h ~ ~ G r e , ~ n -  . - --- - -  -- - _- _ +_ _ _ - --- -- - 

-- b r i e r  River neai-fthe loca t ion  of-ol;d Anderson Ford e a s t  of Lewisburg. TKe-la t ter  
had served i t s  purpose wel l  when volume was l i g h t ,  b u t  high water i n  s p r i n g  and a rough 
r i v e r  bottom began c r e a t i n g  problems. Final ly ,  a t o l l  bridge was constructed over t h e  
Greenbrier near i t s  confluence with Howards Creek i n  1821. Taking advantage of a 
necessary s t o p  t o  pay the  t o l l -  taker ,  Hercry B. H u n t - e r - b u i ~  -a-l&e house-on-the- eas t -  - - -- -- -- - ---- - ---- - _.:. b ank-inJ _ - - ~ . T ~ ~ .  8 24 - - a ~ i o f  _ - -  - f e r e d ~ l  o d inF-~tiia3-=f ---. -Y-7-=z---e--- o o r ~ @ Z Z Z n ~ - - t  . -=+-- , ---, h*.ne>es-s ,,., --- ar4555s6up8!.& e s- fo ezz- -- - _. ---.c(I -- animal s . T'Je --- addi t ionL-of%b ---- arns  ~w.a~n~nd;41a&s_mj_thhshops- and - a,gril  tmil-&gads: th,-- - 

.. --- - -  gl___ 7.- _--*-d - 
. -  - 

- 7 s top even more--i@.ting.-, .- - -  .-. -- - -  - - -- - -  - - 
---- - 

. -- - - - - - -- _ _ _ I _ - -  _--_--_-I -------- 
------I_- - ---- -I- *I-:= ? - - - I r 7 _ - I T L  - -. -- --- - - .--- - - 

* - - - -- - ~ u n t e r  ' s c E > t i o n  was a haf;dsome .- - - two-story- b r i c k  house with -fourteen rooms. --A,-:- 
--.?-- .- - -. gr-eat-double - - poC&-with balustraded, s i d e s  and a steppedygable - toplgreeted guests,,=The- 

- main-dentranceway was a d e l i g h t f u l  s igh t ,  f e a t u r i n g  a nea r ly  four-foot wide door with?-- -- - * *-- 

reeded p i l a s t e r s  t o  t h e  s ides  and over l ight  and s i d e l i g h t s  geometrically divided i n t o  
' ovals ,  c i r c l e s  and diamonds. The high dual chimneys promised s u f f i c i e n t  heat  when the  

weather was cold, and t h e  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  i n  t h e  k i tchen with i t s  dutch ovens on each 
s i d e  s i g n i f i e d  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of f i n e  meals. I n s i d e  t h e  main house, wide c e n t r a l  h a l l s  
on each f l o o r  led t o  four l a r g e  rooms with hand-carved mantels. O f  course, many of the  
l e s s e r  gues ts  would have stayed i n  t h e  rooms of t h e  e l l  (where k i tchen,  d in ing room and 
se rvan t s '  quar ters  were loca ted) ,  but they, too, could apprecia te  the  q u a l i t y  of t h e  
s t r u c t u r e  which would be sure  t o  o f f e r  a comfortable n i g h t ' s  lodging o r  a t a s t y  repas t .  

Although t h e  increas ing populat ion i n  t h e  west and the  e a s i e r  movement of goods 
over improved roads fos tered  t h e  need f o r  s tops  such as  "Elmhurst," it was the  existence 
of inns  l i k e  the  l a t t e r  which made t r a v e l  a b i t  more p leasant .  This helped i n  i t s  own 
way i n  t h e  development of cormnerce between e a s t  and west and added emphasis t o  t h e  
requirements of b e t t e r  roads, waterways and r a i l r o a d s  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  Stages needed 
a place  t o  s top and change horses while g iv ing t h e i r  passengers a chance t o  r e s t  and have 
a meal, drovers and wagoners required  food f o r  t h e i r  animals as  wel l  as  themselves, and 
the  people who frequented t h e  spas of the  area  sought out  a place which could o f f e r  
except ional  f a r e  and fun. " ~ l m h u r s t "  admirably s a t i s f i e d  these ,  and t h e  house a t t r a c t e d  
we13-knmmpeo- ~ ~ a r i i e ~ ~ % ~ ~ e ~ b y g u ~ ~ T ~ r n ~ e  n e a r b r m i t e  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued) 

Hote l  where t h e  white sulphur and o the r  spr ings  had been drawing t h e  wealthy and 
powerful f o r  years .  One such pa r ty  i s  s a i d  t o  have honored Pres ident  Martin Van Buren 
and h i s  Secre tary  of War i n  August of 1837. 

The o ld  turnpike which helped t o  g r e a t l y  inc rease  east-west commercial contact  
was a much-traveled r o u t e  during t h e  Civ i l  War a lso .  After  a b a t t l e  i n  the  Lewisburg 
a r e a  i n  1862, Confederate General Heth withdrew, burned the  o ld  t o l l  b r idge  over the  
Greenbrier River and s e t  up gun emplacements and trenches near  t h e  tavern.  "Elmhurst" 
escaped des t ruc t ion  i n  1864-only because an i l l n e s s  i n  t h e  owner's family prevented 

. - - -- - --the e:~:~guat&hn,of a l l & h a b i t ~ a ~ t s , ~ -  Federal-forces went. t o  t h e  ex ten t  of having an 
a==- --- _- -.---=- - - - - - . -' < - - i --& - army surgeon examine t h e  bed-riddzmembe-r i n .  order  t o  c ~ n £ i $  t h a t  -movement wo%id"-' - = - - - - -- - -- - -  -- - -= 

--- -. - -- .- - - causa h e r  d e a t ~ . -  - - =-- - - -= -- - - -----_____ _ __ _ _ _. - - - - 

-- -- - 
- ~h&gi;ng-emphasis- on modes o f -  t r anspor ta t ion  and commerce, e s p e c i a l l y  due- t o  

- engineering :refinemen+s of  --t_ke_r_aiJroad, brought a ~ s n d  t o  t h e - h c e  f l o u r i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s ~  
of inns  s u c k  as "Elmhurs t .L!- With.-thecoming o f  the-ChTsapeake :and-0hio- Railway- s h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  o ld  t ave rn  became a l e s s  frequented place.  It re ta ined  i t s  
f i n e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  however, and continued t o  be an a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  s p e c i a l  
ga ther ings .  "Elmhurst" s tands  today a s  imposing and appealing as  ever. 



Dayton, Ruth Woods. Greenbrier Pioneers and Their Homes. Charleston, W.Va.: 
West Virginia Publishing Co., 1942. . Eewisburg  andm marks. Charles ton, W. Va. : Education Foundation, 
Inc. , 1957. (p. 41) 

Fasick, Ralph N. "Places of Historic Interest in Greenbrier County." MA problem, 
West Virginia University, Morgantown, W.Va., 1940. 
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"Elmhurst", U.S. Route 60, Caldwell, Greenbrier County, WV 
Acreage of property: 6 

Boundarv Revision 

Verbal Boundarv ~escri~tion 

The nominated property, I@Elmhur~t~~, stands approximately at the 
center of a six acre rectangle, the boundary of which begins at the 
meeting point of the southern edge of U.S. Route 60 with the east bank 
of the Greenbrier River, hence southwest in a straight line about 400 
feet along the east bank of the Greenbrier River, hence in a straight 
line approximately 700 feet in a southeasterly direction, hence in a 
straight line 500 feet northward to the point of intersection with the 
southern edge of U.S. Route 60, and hence along the southern edge of 
U.S. Route 60 approximately 600 feet to the point of beginning. The 
boundary of historic "ElmhurstN encloses the red brick Elmhurst house, 
three contributing frame dependencies, a gravel approach driveway, an 
early 20th century stone wall, and a portion of the original road bed 
of the James River and Kanawha Turnpike. 

Boundarv ~ustification 

The llElmhurstll 1975 National Register Registration Form did not 
address the boundary locations of the listed property.   his submission 
is necessary to prcwi++-&ear-understanding of the historic resources 
and a careful delineation of the nominated acreage. 

The six acres of the nominated property serve to encompass the 
centrally located 2-story, 1824 brick house within a rectangle which 
possesses significant historic focal points. The house's historic 
orientation to the north is along the road bed of the James River and 
Kanawha Turnpike, a major East-West corridor which connected eastern 
Virginia with the Ohio Valley. A preserved portion of the turnpike is . .  
present within the boundary. Also present within the boundary to the 
north of the house is an early 20th-century stone wall. The turnpike 
road bed and stone wall are below the qrade of present U.S. Route 60 _ _ _  
which serves, along its southern edge, to delineate the extent of these 
resources. Within the U.S. Route 60 embankment, below the boundary 
line,are stone steps built in the early 20th century to provide access 
from the hiahwav to Elmhurst. 
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*cause the house was constructed in part to take advantage of 
commercial traffic, the much-traveled route provided the inn with a 
special advantage at the crossing point of the Greenbrier River. Here 
drovers, wagoners, and travelers were slowed to pay a toll at the 
bridge. Many paused to take advantage of the accommodations. The 
house and grounds were thus the center of many activities which 
refreshed and replenished the energies of both man and beast. The 
boundaries of the historic properties have been chosen, therefore, to 
include the river bank and nearby fields where animals were watered and 
grazed and where equipment such as wagons and cargo were parked or 
stowed. 
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wElmhurstw, U.S. Route 60, Caldwell, Greenbrier County, WV 
Acreage of property: 6 

Boundarv Revision 

Verbal Boundarv Descrintion 

The nominated property, mElmhurstll, stands approximately at the 
center of a six acre rectangle, the boundary of which begins at the 
meeting point of the southern edge of U.S. Route 60 with the east bank 
of the Greenbrier River, hence southwest in a straight line about 400 
feet along the east bank of the Greenbrier River, hence in a straight 
line approximately 700 feet in a southeasterly direction, hence in a 
straight line 500 feet northward to the point of intersection with the 
southern edge of U.S. Route 60, and hence along the southern edge of 
U.S. Route 60 approximately 600 feet to the point of beginning. The 
boundary of historic llElmhurstw encloses the red brick Elmhurst house, 
three contributing frame dependencies, a gravel approach driveway, an 
early 20th century stone wall, and a portion of the original road bed 
of the James River and Kanawha Turnpike. 

Boundarv Justificatioq 

The MElmhurstn 1975 National Register Registration Form did not 
address the boundary locations of the listed property. This submission 
is necessary to provide a clear understanding of the historic resources 
and a careful delineation of the nominated acreage. 

The six acres of the nominated property serve to encompass the 
centrally located 2-story, 1824 brick house within a rectangle which 
possesses significant historic focal points, The housels historic 
orientation to the north is along the road bed of the James ~ i v e r  and 
Kanawha Turnpike, a major East-West corridor which connected eastern 
Virginia with the Ohio Valley. A preserved portion of the turnpike is , .  
present within the boundary. Also present within the boundary to the 
north of the house is an early 20th-century stone wall. The turnpike 

) road bed and stone wall are below the grade of present U.S, Route 60 
which serves, along its southern edge, to delineate the extent of these 
resources. Within the U.S. Route 60 embankment, below the boundary 
line,are stone steps built in the early 20th century to provide access 
from the highway to Elmhurst. 



WCIkmlOQD. -.  
u n k  stat.. Department of the Interlor 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

section number - Page 2 N, REepEffCg N U H C $ ~  : C ~ S O O ~  g f f  

@cause the house was constructed in part to take advantage of 
commercial traffic, the much-traveled route provided the inn with a 
special advantage at the crossing point of the Greenbrier River. Here 
drovers, wagoners, and travelers were slowed to pay a toll at the 
bridge. Many paused to take advantage of the accommodations. The 
house and grounds were thus the center of many activities which 
refreshed and replenished the energies of both man and beast. The 
boundaries of the historic properties have been chosen, therefore, to 
include the river bank and nearby fields where animals were watered and 
grazed and where equipment such as wagons and cargo were parked or 
stowed. 






