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historic E lm Grove Stone Arch B r i d g e  

andior common ":?onument ?lace ar idye" 

street  & number U.S. R o u t e  60 over L i t t l e  :?neeling Creek - not for publication 

city, town 'Wneeiing - vicinity of congressional district 

s ta te  W e s t  V i rg in i a  54 count" Ohio code  069  

Category Ownership 
- district -?L public 

-..- - building(s) - private 
X structure - both 

Status Present U s e  
A occupied - agriculture - museum 
- unoccupied - commercial - park 
- work in progress - educational - private res idence  

- site Public Acquisition A c c e s s i b l e  - entertainment - religious 
- object - in process - yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- being considered X yes: unrestricted - industrial transpoflation 
- no - military - other: 

name  S t a t e  o f  STest V i rg in i a ,  D t ~ t .  of Hizhwaps 

street  number 1900 Mashing ton  S t . ,  East  

city, town Charles  t o n  - vicin~ty of s ta te  West V i r g i n i a  2530- 

5 Losation oB bzpaf D.~ss;sipSkm 

street  8 numner 1 6 t h  and Chapline S t r e e t s  

city, tawn h'heeling s ta te  Vest V i r g i n i a  26001 

u 

H i s t o r i c  American Eui ld ing  Survey (HABS) 

3 - X federal - s ta te  - county - lccai 

depository for survey records Library of Congrass 



Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated -- unaltered -&- original site 
3- good - ruins :( altered moved date - 
- fair - unexposed 

- -. - - -. - -- -. - 

DescriSe the present and original ( i f  known) physical appearance 

The Elm Grove S tone  Arch 3 r i d g e  spans  L i t t l e  V'neeling Creek, c a r r y i n g  p resen t -day  
U.S. Route  40 i n  a north1;e.-:-sout:arest d i r e c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  commniry o f  Elm Grove, a d j a -  
c e n t  t o  Wheeling,  Ohio County, West V i r g i n i a .  

The E l m  Grove S tone  Arch B r i d g e  o r ,  a s  i t  i s  a o r e  coollconly l-aown, t h e  "l!onment 
P l a c e  Bridge" ,  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  in 1817 by prominent Ohio Countian Xoses Shepherd a c t i n g  
u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  from t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  government t o  b u i l d  t h e  Ohio County b r i d g e s  t h a t  
would c a r r y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Road. T h a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Road c r o s s p d  Little Vheel ing Creek 
a t  t h i s  p l a c e  i s  a p a r t  o f  i t s  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( s e e  S e c t i o n  8 ) .  

The b r i d g e  is a t h r e e  (3)  s p a n  s t o n e  a r c h  b r i d g e .  The a r c h e s  a r e  f o r n e d  i n  a n  
e l l i p s e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  s e m i c i r c u l a r  a s  w a s  t h e n  common, i n  o r d e r  t o  keep t h e  b r i d g e  
f rom becoming e x c e s s i v e l y  h i g h  i n  t h e  iniddle (o r  b e i n g  "hump3acked"). 

The Elm Grove S t o n e  Arch Br idge  is  b u i l t  o f  uncoarsed l i m e s t o n e  and e a c h  o f  t h e  
t h r e e  s e g m e n t a l  a r c h e s  a r e  d e l i n e a t e d  w i t h  smooth-surfaced,  b u t  i r r e g u l a r  v i d t h  s t o n e s .  
The v o u s s i o r s  £ o m  low round-ended p i e r s  t h a t  have coned-shapad ' m r t r e s s e s  c a r r i e d  
into t h e  s o l i d  masonry s p a n d r e l s ,  T h i s  b r i d g e  is  208 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h ,  w h i l e  t h e  c e n t e r  
a r c h  h a s  a 38 f e e t  span  l e n g t h  and t h e  two o u t e r  a r c h e s  span  25 f e e t  i n  l e n g t h .  The 
E h  Grove S t o n e  Arch Br idge  w e l l  p r e s e r v e s e a r l y  American e n g i n e e r i n g  and masonry 

f '  c r a f t s m a n s h i p .  

The Elm Grove Br idge  is now a p a r t  o f  busy U.S. Route 40. The o r i g i n a l  1517 
p a r a p e t s  were  removed i n  1931 and r e y l a c e d  by s idewalks  and c o n c r e t e  b a l u s t r a d e d  
g a u r d r a i l s ,  b r i n g i n g  the  t o t a l  widcn o f  t h e  b r i d g e  t o  4 8  f e e t .  The b r i d g e  w a s  s p r a y e d  
w i t h  g u n i t e  i z  1953, i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  due t o  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  i t s  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a b i l i q .  

With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e s e  a fo rement ioned  a l t e r a t i o n s ,  and t h e  a s p h a l t  pav ing ,  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  Elm Grove S t o n e  Arch Br idge  s t a n d s  as i t  d i d  when completed i n  1817 t o  
c a r r y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Road. 



Period 
prehistor ic  
I4OO-'i 499 

- 1 501sl 599 
-_ 1 6 5 0 1  593 
-- 17CO-1793 

I SCC-1899 
1L l9OG- 

Areas of Signi?icailc+Ch?ck and jus?ify below 
archzoiogy-prehistoric - - con?muility planning . l andscape  arc!iiiec!ure__ relision 
archz0lorj;r-5isto:ic - conservat ion law _I S c i l n c e  
agricuiigr? e c o n o m i c s  - litera!ure - s c c ! p i u r s  
archiiocture -- educat ion -_ military -_ socia;' 
art .~&- enzineering -- music h u m a ~ i t s r i a n  

2- commerce  exploration set t lemsnt  -- philosophy theat ?r 
-- communica i icns  industry ._ poiitics govsrnment  X !rans?ortaiicn 

_ - invention _- other (sp2cify) 

Builder drchii=ct >loses  Sheah2rd ,  b u i l d e r  
-- ----:---- 

The Elm Grovs  S t o g e  Arch E r i d g ? ,  l o c a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  as t h z  " ;hnux2nt  P l a c e  B r i l g ? "  
i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  b e i n g  t h e  o l d e s ;  e x t a ~ :  bridga in t h e  s t a t e  of  TYest V i r g i 2 i a . l  Tlia 
b r i d g e  i s  a l s o  s i g n i l ' i c a n t  a s  b e i n g  o n e  oE o n l y  trcl> r2 sa in i r . g  e n z i n e e r i n g  s t r u c 5 u r e s  
r e m a i n i n g  i n  N e s t  V i r g i n i a  t h s t  are a s s o c i a t e d  :~Lt'n t i i e  h i s t o r i c  S a t i o n a l  Road a d  
f o r  i t s  c l o s e  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  I ~ d i v l d a a l s  o f  i z p c r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c z n c e .  3 

9 

1. F o r  a number o f  ycars  ic : ~ s  t h o u g h t  by state and l o c a l  h i s t o r i c d .  o r g a n i z a -  
t i o u s  t h a t  t h e  Van ZIetr? Ston-; Arc:l BrL.clge i n  B 1 3 r k ~ l s y  C ~ u n t y  (entered on t h e  l :a t ior .a l  
Reg i s ' l e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  f l a c s s  August  2 2 ,  1 9 7 7 )  lk7as V z s t  V i r g i n l a ' s  c l 2 e s t  e x t a n t  b r i , 2 g ~ ,  
h a v i n g  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  in 1832. I n f o r a a t i o n  t o  t h e t  e f f e c t  a p p e a r e d  i n  n u n 2 r o u s  
newspaper  a c c o u n t s  over t h e  . :e lrs .  There  i s  no dsubt.,  however,  th2;  t h z  Eirn  Grove 
S tcne Arch  B r i d g e  i s  t>:;. s t n ~ e ' s  o l ces :  e x t a n t  b r i d g t ,  having I,?+;;; c o ; ~ t : - u c t c d .  ii; 18!? 
i n  c o n j l m c t i o n  ~ 7 2 t h  t h e  S ,z t icna l  Ro:~c! p r o j e c t .  The 2p3aze:lt r c - so r  ti:-.: the El3 Grove 
E r i d g e  was over lookec!  f o r  i u n y  y 2 2 r s  i s  that. i t  :;as : un i t ed  i n  1959 a n d ,  t!:us, c e m u -  
f l a g e ? ,  s o  t o  s ? e a k ,  a s  a coscr2:e b r i l z e .  

3. Xoses  Shephz rd ,  t h e  b u i l d e r  o f  t h e  E l m  Grove % m e  k c h  Bridge, was an ind i i -~ idua !  
of  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f l c ~ n c e  and ,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  a man p o s s e s s e d  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i ~ f l u e n c z  
i~! his day. The v e r y  e s i s t a n c s  o f  t h e  Elm Grove B r i d g e  i s  due  e c t i r e l y  t o  She?11e-;l 
a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  Lydia  Enggs She?herd .  

I t  w a s  S h e p h e r d ' s  ~ r o i ~ i - 2  i n f l u e n c e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  with t h e n  U.S. 
House S p e a k e r  Henry C l s y .  t h a t  i s  said t o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
Elm Grove S t o n e  Arch E r i d g z .  S h e p h s r d ,  p r o h a b l y  t h r o u g h  C l a y ' s  i n f l u e n c e ,  receivzd 

t i i e  c o n t r a c t  t o . c o n s t r u c t  a11 b r i d g e s  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Road be tween t h e  Ohio £?.iv?r and  
t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  s t a t e  l i n e .  Due, it i s  s a i d ,  t o  the i n s i s t e n c e  o f  L y d i a  S b i 7 t e r d  
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t h a t  t h e  X a t i o n a l  Road p a s s  by t h e i r  h m e ,  t h s  o r l g i n a l  d e s i g n  p l a n  of  t h e  Xat ional .  
Road, wh ich  r a n  a l o n g  t h e  nort i1 s i d e  of  L i t t l e  i7neel ing  Cresk ,  was a l t d r e d  s o  t'i.at 
t h e  r o a d  d e v i a t e d  t o  c r o s s  L i t t l e  5 5 e e l i n g  C r s e k  and t h e n  r e c r o s s  t h e  s t r e a m  i n  f r o n t  
o f  Shepherd  H a l l ' b e f o r e  resuming norchr.:est t a  t h e  Ohio S i v e r  a t  ! h e e l i n g .  To acco-:- 
p l i s n  t h i s ,  tr .70 b r i d g e s  had t o  b e  c o n s t r u c t e 2 ;  on2 a t  T r i d e l p ! ~ i a  ( m n t i o n e d  abovz )  
a n d  t h e  Elm Grove S t o n e  Arch B r i d g e .  >roses S h e p j e r d  b u i l t  b o t h  t h e s e  b r i d z c s  i n  1517 
a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Road r e a c h e d  i h e e l i ~ g  t h e  f o l l o w i r g  y e a r .  I n  1820, i n  o r d e r  t o  sho-,.~ 
h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and t o  r e c o g n i z e  h i s  e f f o r t s  i n  c 5 a n ~ i o n i n ;  t l ~  X n t i o n a l  Raaci, 
Moses Shephe rd  commissioned an  e l a b o r - . t s  :onunsnt t o  Iienry Clay  t o  b e  e r e c t e d  oi? t h e  
grounckof  Shephe rd  H a l l .  T h i s  m o n u x n t  w a s  c n v e i l e d  i n  C l a y ' s  p r e s e n c e  t h 2 z  y e a r  
and s t o o d  i n  p l a c e  u n t i l  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  g i v i n g  Shepherd  H a l l  i t s  coxn:i>n ncl;e of  
"Monument P l a c e " ;  h e n c e ,  t h e  "Xonuaent ? l a c e  S r i d g e l '  a s  t h z  E l n  Grol-e b r i d g e  i . 3  sene- 
t i m e s  known. 

Dur ing  i t s  " l i f e t i m e 1 '  t h e  Elin Grove S t o z e  Arch Br idgz  h a s  "seen"  nxny p r o ~ i n e i i "  
i n d i v i d u a l s  c r o s s  o v e r  i t .  I t  i s  knxm t h a t  such i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  Clalr,  9 a n i e l  b!ebst<r, 

drew J a c k s o n ,  James R. P o l k ,  W .  H. i i z r ~ i s o z ,  Zackar;. T a y l o r ,  t h e  > i a r q u i s s  d? Lafcij.,et;z 
-..~d o t h e r s  were  v i s i t o r s  a t  Shepherd  H z l l  and  rnust hs:e adzi.re:l t h 2  g r a c e f u l .  trl?l=. 
a r c h  s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e .  

The E l n  Grove S t o n e  Arch B r i d g s  i s  s l g n i f i c n n t ,  t h s r e f o r z ,  as  F e s t  V i r g i n i z ' s  
L 

L 

o l d e s t  e x i s t i n g  b r i d g e  and f o r  i t s  c l c s e  a s s o c i a t i s n  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  S a t i o n a l  Roz2 5 
and t h e  many s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  i c  o m  s t a t e  and  n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y w i i c ,  had a hzinSt $ 

i n  i t s  c r e a t i o n .  i 
F 
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Jordan, P h i l i p  D., The Satioxal X s d ,  Sob:ss-YerrLI1 Co., I n d i a n z ? o l i s ,  c .  1 9 4 3  -- - -- 

L e v i s ,  Clifford >I . ,  S .  J., " S h s p h ? r d  :211", S a t l c m L  Iieg.i.stsr of Eiistoric Piaces . -. 
?r'orniila~lon, S f p i e ~ h e r ,  19  70. L 



9. Ti].;j,j., s$;bJiographJc@] R&~...~snc33 
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  Thoinas A B r y a n t ,  TI, D i s t r i c t  E n g i n e e r ,  1.W Dept .  o f  H i = k ~ z ; l s ,  

Nay 23 ,  1980,  August  13 ,  1980 
E l l i f r i t t ,  Duane, " ~ a r l y  E n g i n e e r i n g  I n  t h e  H i l l s " ,  West V i r g i n i a  hill bill;^, -- 

Richwood, MI, A p r i l  15, 1978 

*i 0. Q.z.~graphj,cai Da+le 
Acreagz of nominated property l c s s t h ~ 1 1 L a c r e  
Quadrangle name thesling 7 lv'V Quadrangle sca!e 1 ~ 2 - k d ! Q - - -  
UMT References 

Verbal boundary desciiption and justificatjon The B l n  Grove 3 r i d g e  i s  1 o c a ; d  on U.S .  gout 2 4c  
o v e r  L i t t l e  Wheeling Creek  0.05 n i l e  w e s t  o f  J u n c t i o n  1J.Va. 88. This s i r e  b?i,z; 293'  f r ~ ?  
end t o  end of t h e  b r i d g e  v i t h  a width of 60', b e i n g  t h e  ?J.Va. Dent. oE tiigk;aj.; R/Y.  T ' . ~ i s  
a r e a  o f  0 .29  a c r e .  - - - 

List all skates 3r?d count ies  for 2rogerije.s ovsrlapping s t a t e  or cou i l t y  b o u r d a r i r ? ~  

s la te  code countv 

- .  
r.arne/iitle - )l ichael J. Pau- H i s  t o r t a n ,  and . W. -- -- S e i l  -. R i c h a r d s a n ,  - - - - -. i -ngi?e?r ing  . - . Ccr.s-.rvacd; - - 

H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  U n i t  

city or town C h a r l e s t o n  state West Virginia 

The evaluatx! significance of this property within t h e  state is: 

- national -2- state local -- 
A3 thi! designated Siate Historic P:?servation Officer for the Nation, I Historic Preservation Act cf is56 ( P ~ S i l r :  ! - a : ~  9:- 
63), I hereby nominste this property for inclusion in the  Na!ional ' egister and cefiify that it h a s  Seen c;aiua?ed 
according to the ciiteria and procedures set forth by t P 
Stat? Historic Preservation Officer signature ' ' c. - 

d a t e  J u l y  1 0 ,  198: 
For !%AS ~ s e  mi y 1 

I hereby cer',ify :ha! this p r o ~ c s y  is fncfuded in the Natio~al Ragjstsr f 

date --- 
Kixper  cf the National Rec$s?er 

Attest: date - 
Chief of Registration 

GPO 938 0 3 5  






